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al “The Minister is Seskiay wrong 
en et that those who have spoken 
ra yO the pepo non side of the chamber 


s the friends of Lieut. “Colonel Walker, 
d he would do well to dissociate him- 
elf from that suggestion. I have already 
said that J have never met Lieut.-Colonel 
Walker, and that he is not an ac- 
uaintance, much less a friend, of mine. 
ee myself to this matter entirely as 
pa eepee question of. i hgh and im- 


he 


bua concerned, withdraw what 1 said. 


“very important office, and whether the 
‘public interests have been properly served. 
_ Sir JosernH Coox.—Surely those ques- 
tions are not raised now. The Bill must 
be passed in any case. . 

Mr. BRENNAN.—I am aware of that ; 
he matter was mentioned by the Minis- 


ise. The Minister, by the introduction 
of the Bill, proposes to fortify the position 
ee ay the Government in to the oe 


‘Walker the coincident oppor- 
tunity to cure his, or even to state his 
ae the House were to say, 


rent have done, we howe be given an 
opportunity to consider whether Lieut.- 
Colonel Walker should be reinstated. J 
xpress no opinion on that point; but 
here should have gone together a frank 
atement of the circumstances of Lieut.- 
olonel Walker’s appointment and _ the 
Be netions of it and the Proposal to 


n ng” ‘inter-related. It is now, and: not 
me a Scie and very. wide discussion 








to consider. 


9931 


In my view, Lieut. iolonay 


Walker’s successor is, possibly, the ablest _ 


man ever appointed to an administrative 


position in this State. 


Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [11. 12]- — 


The interjection of the Minister (Mr. 


Rodgers) makes the position worse than — 
I resent the sneering manner in ~ 
which he spoke of the “‘ friends of Lieut. Res 


it was. 


Colonel Walker in this chamber.”’ 

Mr. Ropcers.—I certainly did not 
mean to speak sneeringly. 
used the wrong word. 


Mr. 
resent the implication conveyed. 
never spoken to Lieut.-Colonel Walker, 
and would not know him were he in the 
gallery. 
ment, and it was on that that I spoke 
to-night. The position is a remarkable 
one. Steps were taken to advertise ex- 
tensively the position that was vacant. 
Many applications were received, the 
office being one of the most important 
that could be filled by any Government, 
because the War Service Homes Commis- 
sioner was to handle millions of pounds, 
and to deal with huge contracts. He was to 
have one of the biggest jobs in Australia. 
The Comptroller of Repatriation received 
the applications, and took steps to have 
inquiries made.about the applicants. He 
should have known what the Government 
proposed to do, and should have informed 
himself of any bar to an applicant’s 
appointment. Bankruptcy is a disquali- 
fication that attached to this appoint- 
ment, not only under the terms of the 
War Service Homes Act, but, generally, 


as it attaches to all appointments to the a 


Public Service. Yet we are told that 
the Comptroller of Repatriation did not 
bring under the notice of the Minister the 
fact that there was this disqualification. 
I do not knew whether he has been made 
a scapegoat. 

Mr. Rran.—Who is the Comptroller of 
Repatriation ? 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—I do not know. 
It is extraordinary that one of the most 
important positions in the Public Service 
of Australia should have been filled by a 
man who, obviously, was penamene for 
appointment to ib. 


Mr. Ryan.—Was not that dpicat of | 


the general bungling of the Government ? 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—That brings us a 
step further. J am not prepared to allow 
the Bill to go through unless we have the 


Perhaps | I 


BLAKELEY.—I, at es, ‘evenhe 
I have | 


I only had his written state- — 





ocal 


ny Wes Service Homes [REP 


pap ers before Us, and y heeeies: sug- 


gost that the Assistant Minister’ ean 
do well to report progress. 

Sir Josrex Coox.—Honorable mem- 
bers have been told that they will have 
the papers before them, and will be given 
an opportunity to discuss them. ~ 
. Mr. BLAKELEY.—There is this fresh 
aspect of the matter to be considered, 
that a gentleman holding a high position 
in the administration of this country, 


f namely, the Comptroller of Repatriation, 


-monwealth in a_ position 


is found, according to the statements. 
made hese to- night, to be unfitted to be 
even an ofiic e-boy in the service pe the 
Commonwealth. 


_ Mr.: Corsrr.—He is not now, in the 
Service. 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—I do not even 


know who he is, but we have had the 
statement made that he placed the Com- 
in. which it 


~ might have been mulct in heavy damages. 


The Bill will not go through now with ° 


my consent unless the Assistant Minister 
is prepared to give the Committee more 


_ information. 


i portant matter. 
— Lieut.-Colonel Walker’s 


Mr, Ropcrrs.—I undertake todo this: 
Instead of embodying the references to. 
_ Theut. -Colonel. Walker’s administration. 
in the general statement concerning the 
ainities of the War Service Homes 
ete, I will make it the subject of 

a separate ‘statement upon which there 
may, be a separate debate. , 

Mr. Warr.—We shall have a long ses- 
“sion unless the Assistant Minister is care-. 
_ ful about the promises he makes. 
>) Mr. BLAKELEY.—This is a most im- 
The Bill deals with 
acts, and any 
--misdemeanours of his should ie discussed 
while the Bill is under consideration. It 
is not necessary that it should go through 
‘on the night of the 12th July. It might 
be ‘passed on the night of the 13th. 

Mr. Roperrs.—There is a legal reason 


why I want the Bill to go through to- 


< interfere with the opportunity to debate: 


ghee if possible. 
- Mr. Corspr.—To pass the Bill will not 


_ the matter the honorable member wishes 
to discuss. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—I am afraid that 
it will, I have no doubt that the As 
_ sistant Minister is quite honest in his in- 
_ tention, but: ghitate are ne hurried, Shae 


. oe \ May 


deseribe esd hope, and “they 


formation we require. 


‘papers to-morrow. 
































Mr. Wi ee ‘are tw 
hope.” Ae 
Mr, BLAKELEY. —There 
optimists in this country, and 
sistant Minister, apparcea a 
them. 3 
Mr. Warr.—The see fi 
Government is an old ca | 
hand, and he indulges: no ho es of thi 

kind. . 

Mr. BLAKELEY—I am 
that, if the right honorable uy 
could do so, he. would ‘finish th 
out of hand. <4 protest against 
going through until we have al 
The 
should be bain: and. the 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) 
The honorable member for Darlin 
Blakeley) has made a very spe 
I think a very iota 


ing ‘ey it: i 
asked to see ‘thexe papers, ome ‘bate 
I am bound to stand by : So rea: 
request. — 
Mr, Ropesrs.— an gave “the Wile 
member ‘a definite promise that 
have an opportunity of seeing th 
They will be circulated for the b 
honorable members generally as_ 
an opportunity is afforded to disc 
statement I propose to make | 
activities of the - War Service 7 
Commission. . | PGs 
Sir JosEPH Coox. —If the Per 


right rine he stra lil be ‘ane n {t 
the Service, this Bill i ti 
go through. We), t es 
Mr. RYAN. Lot necessar 1 
might be that some of the transa: 
tended to be validated by this 
be amongst those for which Lieut 
Walker was responsible, which 
called into question. The Assist ‘ 


to. ete Lieut. "Gétenek! 
appointment. I do not. know j 
ith be behind cs state 







ee. a ees 
the honorable 
2 epee for 





‘poin i RYAN. I hear A 
ember on ee on 


Wy Servite Homes Bei wer 
D. have accepted the 


y 


thing “about the insolvency until ‘at 
ut the time when it was decided that 
4 ‘olonel Walker’s Ses was 


l void. . 


al 


epat ‘iation apparently knew that Lieut.- 
- Alker was an uncertificated in- 


GERS. kone the did. 


Agee) 


fied, brivided thane a idee! assur- 
iven that there will be a separate 
: ae matter, and also that the 
roduced. 


Ho 1 
> ; 


a Rew ehstending any Uae Ce aned in 


vacated his office as a member of the Repatria- “ 


. oy. But the Goeapetonter: of 


YAN.—And he did not tell the 


Government are under an obligation to 


; W ir Service Homes Act. 1918- 1920 or in eons 


03 
Gee Michael Seninens ahalt. not, un reason 


only of his employment as Aeting War Service pret 
Homes Commissioner, be deemed ito yy haye® 7 
































tion Commission, and shall not, by reason only 
of his employment as a member of the Repa- 
triation Commission, be deemed to have vacated © ~ 
his office as Acting War Service a, end mi 
missioner.” yea we 


5 iy Py, 
ps \ 


The reason wy this clause is necessary. is. s a 
because section 17 of the Australian ae 
Soldiers’ Repatriation Act contains a pro- 
hibition against a Commissioner in _ the 
following terms :— | 


The Commissioner or Acting Commissioner 
Shall be deemed to have vacated his office if he 
engages during the term of his office in any 
paid employment outside the duties of his office. a 


P 
Ney 


Colonel Semmens was an_ officer imme- 
diately available to the Government, with | 
experience and knowledge that enabled. 
him to straightway discharge the office of | 
Acting War Service Homes Commissioner — 
with complete satisfaction. That would 
be a serious thing if by so acting he should — 
have disqualified himself for the office - 
of Commissioner under the Repatriation a 
Act. There is a similar prohibition in the» 
War Service Homes Act, section ey be 
which provides— : 

The Commissioner or the Acting Guweatan . 


sioner (if any) shall be deemed to have vacated 
his office i1f— 


(a) he engages, during his term of office, es 
in any employment outside the duties 
of his office. . . 


ger wpa 


Rss 


aie 
Sa eat 


et 






- 


It is clear that we might inadvertently — 
disqualify a valued and distinguished — 
publie servant because of his having come 
to the aid of the Government on’ the re- 
tirement of Lieut.-Colonel Walker. The 





Colonel Semmens for having so acted; — 
and I wish to dissociate him from much 
of the public criticism that falls on his 
shoulders by reason of his being a locum 
tenens in the office of Commissioner. He 4am 
has indeed rendered distinguished service . a 
to. the country. | 


Proposed new clause agreed to. 
Title agreed LOR ON wala 
Bill reported with amendments. 


Standing Orders suspended, a report 
adopted. . Ss is 
Bill read a third time. Maree ies 
‘House adjourned at 11.28 p.m. eeyie ae ie 








, Senate. 
Wednesday, 13 July, 192. 


The Prusmenr (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 3 ae and read 
peyere | 


TARIFF, 


Beaten GARDINER.—I ask the Min- 
ister representing the Minister for Trade 


and Customs whether the Tariff which the 


Government introduced and passed in 
another place is a scientific Protectionist 
Tarif? 

re Senator RUSSELL.—Yes. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 
~Positrion or ReturNED SOLDIERS. 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
-~Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [3.2]. 
—(By leave.)—I wish to make a state- 
ment regarding the unemployment of re- 
turned soldiers at the present time. Whilst 
_ the Government fully appreciate and sym- 
- pathize with the position in which the 
- soldiers are placed owing to want of em- 
ployment, and, as I shall subsequently in- 
_ dicate, are prepared to take steps to assist 
in alleviating this condition, it is neces- 
0 sary to point out most emphatically that 
this unemployment difficulty is not due 
to any failure on the part of the Repatria- 
tion Department to discharge its obliga- — 
tions to the men concerned. When the 
repatriation scheme was submitted to Par- 
diament, it was announced that it aimed 
al restoring men to civil life, and, as far 
as possible, obtaining positions for them 
~ comparable to those previously held, and, 
until such re-establishment had occurred, 
to grant reasonable sustenance to the 
-men. That pledge has been redeemed very 
fully. It was never intended that the 
Government should accept the responsi- 
bility. of finding suitable employment for 
men in perpetuity; the aim of the De- 
_ partment was to restore men to civil life, 
and, this having been accomplished, the 
a obligution ceased so far as this phase of 
_ repatriation wag concerned. 


Many of the men who are now, unfor- 


| Laat unemployed have for some years 
been re-established i in civil avocat: ons. . OF 


4 


- situated. 







































thoes prominent in. Recat demonst 
some have been discharged from the 


larger number for Three) and. ‘two 
They have, largely with the help of 
Department, been found suitable o 
tions. It is not the fault of the D 
ment, but is entirely due to the i 
depression which unfortunately inks 
that these men are out of wo 
it is contended that, irrespective of | 
the Department is to accept the esponsi- 
bility of finding a place on every occas 

upon which a returned soldier los 
ployment, it will be seen that the D 


its obligations. The Govenhenain ‘ 
see their way clear to accept the res} 
sibility of finding employment with 
any limit of time after men ha 
been established in the civil life 
community. . 


The Government, however, 


ment. This, it is hoped, is’ a 
porary, and ’ should soon be overco 
This Punter is not confi 


The Cionscdaniemige Gc 
ment have cae the poi 


aa HL nen is more 
obligationof the Governmentsof the 
But, in order to assist the unem 
returned soldiers, they propose 


their willingness to ‘assiahe fing 
within certain limits, in the r 
necessitous cases, and also by pre 
rail and coach | Fares! to assist i1 
men in ried aah in the ae 


og 


i 
ae iid, 80 far as yy Cor 
monwealth is concerned, is primarily i 

ite 


tended for the benefit of ae 
turned soldiers. | ‘ 


steps to that end are ea ine 
immediately appoint canvasse 
Capital cities for the purpose 
viewing employers: and endea 
see what positions - can be ob 
men who are in 1 need of the same 





_Resritions 0 on 11 ports, 































» Baeaiey PRATTEN. il ask the Mine 
ister representing the Minister for Trade 
ae and Customs whether he has yet received 
a reply to questions I asked some time 
Ago to the following effect :— 


1, Are there any embargoes in existence 


upon the import of goods ‘into the Common- 
wealth, apart from German trade; and, if so, 
hat restrictions are enforced, and on what 
mmodities do they operate? 

2. Are any importations from Germany now 
/ allowed under special conditions; and, if so, 
_ to what goods do they apply, and under what 
yy circumstances ? 

It would be useful for the information 


of honorable senators if a reply were 


discussed in this Chamber. 

‘Senator E. D. MILLEN.—If the hon- 
‘orable senator will supply me with a 
copy of his questions, I shall, in the 
ourse of’ the present sitting, endeavour 
see how the matters to which they refer 
and. | 


_ ANGLO-JAPANESE TREATY. 
Sprecn py Senator Bakar 


Senator GARDINER.—I ask the 


ibech delivered by Senator Bakhap, _ on. 
‘A o. subject of the renewal of the Anglo- 
_ Japanese Treaty and its effect upon 
China, carefully edited, if necessary, by 
_ the honorable senator, forwarded to the 


dent time? 

Senator E. D. MILLEN.—The ae 
132 somewhat unusual one. I assume 
that a copy of the Hansard in which the 
ypeech appears has been forwarded to 
London. 

Senator Garpiner.—I wont the speech 

cabled, so that the Prime Minister may 
be in possession of it at a time when it 
may be of advantage to Australia. 

‘Senator E. D. MILLEN.—I cannot 





an of that ei now, but al will direct 







’ 
bt 


9 Petaine! in his question. | 





Bestia er Force Catia Fund 
ah Act. —First Annual Benen by the Trus- 
‘tees. 
Cockatoo ‘Island Dockyard, 
, mot Royal Commission. . 







_&e.—Report 


: us Juny, 1921.] 


given to these questions before the Tariff. 


Adjournment (Formal). 


Defence Act.—Regulations amended.—Statu- 
tory Rules 1921, Nos, 118 and 119. 

Final Report on "the Administration of the 
National Relief Fund. (Paper presented 
to British Parliament.) 

Pillaging of Ships’ Cargoes—Report of Royal 
Commission. 

Publie Service Act.—Regulations amended.— 
Statutory Rules 1941, No. 122. 

Return of Officers employed in Great Bri- 
tain in the Immigration Department. | 
War Service Homes Act.—Land acquired in 
New South Wales at—Auburn; 

North Bondi; Orange. 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 


TELEPHONE SERVICE: SUPPLY OF 
INSTRUMEN7'S. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—I have received from Senator 
Thomas an intimation that he desires to 
move the adjournment of the Senate in 
order to call attention to a matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, ‘‘ The 
lack of a sufficient supply of telephone in- 
struments for use throughout the Com- 
monwealth.”’ 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[3.11].—I move— | 

That the Senate, at its _rising, adjourn until 
9.30. a.m. to-morrow. 

Four honorable senators having risen m 
their places in support of the motion, 

Senator THOMAS.—This is the first 
time I have trespassed upon the time of 
honorable senators with a motion for the 
adjournment, and it is my intention to 
be as brief as possible. It was my pur- 
pose originally to move the adjournment 
in order to discuss the position with re- 
gard to telephone instruments in New 
South Wales alone, but I thought that 
possibly I might exclude other honorable 
senators who desired to speak of the con- 
ditions in their own State, and so I have 
submitted the question in its present form, 
though I trust I may be pardoned if my 
remarks apply particularly to New South 
Wales. I understand that at the present 
moment there are 1,000 people in New 


South Wales—in Sydney chiefly—anxious 


to become telephone subscribers, but un- 
able to secure connexions because of the 


inability of the Department to provide 


the instruments. In order to show 
how congested the position is, I may 
point out ‘that when coming over from 
Sydney in the train to-day I learned from 
Major Marr, a member of the House of 
Representatives, that he had no less than 
sixty-four letters from constituents urging 
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Bathurst; 


; him to see what he ON do. to fel tets. 


a There are two kinds of telephones, 
-. magneto and the automatic. 


Ajo ournment 


their requests for telephone connexion. 


remarks 


My 


- will be chiefly concerned with the latter. 


1 
x e 


ae 


Pe a 


WES 


if 


_A constituent of mine has written to say 


that he is extremely anxious to get™an 
automatic telephone, and ‘when JI for- 
warded his letter to the Department, I 
was informed by the officials that it was 
impossible to supply a telephone. 

Senator E. D. Miruten.—Does he know 


whether he is in the area served by the 


automatic telephone ? 

Senator THOMAS.—Yes. <A few days 
ago, I happened to be at a gathering in 
Sydney, and in a conversation with the 
representative of a Chicago firm which has 
‘pee in most of the automatic telephones in 
Australia, I jocularly reminded him that 
_ he was a nice sort of man, because, after 
he had put in the automatic telephones 
the people were now unable to obtain the 
instruments. In reply, he said to me, 


a “T have 1,000 automatic telephone in- 


)straiments in Macquarie-street. You can 
_ have them to-morrow if you want them.’ 
Senator Duncan.—And yet the De- 
_ partment say they cannot get them. 
Senator THOMAS.—I. thought the 
statement strange, and so I made further 
inquiries. In reply to a telephone mes- 
sage, he wrote me as follows: — : 
In reply to your 


inquiry by telephone, I 
Wish to s 


say that this company has on hand, 


unsold and in stores, for sale, a large number 


with regard to ise matter. 





i Siemens Brothers, ae British bred 


of automatic telephones, which can be delivered 


: oh Pe Parnediately. 


‘He added that there were 454 wall tele- 
phones and 1,453 desk instruments, or a 
total of 1,907. I believe that a large num- 
ber of people prefer the wall telephone, 
because it is less expensive; but, on the 
‘other hand, many prefer the desk instru- 
ments as being more convenient, It is 
dificult to understand how the Govern- 
_mnent can say that they are unable to ob- 
tain instruments when, as I have shown, 
‘there are cover 1,900 immediately wont 
| BBie in Sydney. I may add that Mr. 
Burge, the representative of the Chicago 
firm referred to, did not approach me 
I made the 
overtures, and, as I have already shown, 
‘at first in a jocular manner. [ under- 
stand that tenders were called for auto- 
is Hes ore oe in August of last year, 
and that two tenders were received—one 
- from the Chicago firm, and the other from 
qT hee 





iia thay oul the een 


the 


stocks frcm other people, and 
that tere may ke three very 


cannot have. their Ww 





























































tic telephone instruments. ve, up 
present, “been supplied by the - 
firm; but last year Siemens Brother 


for the wall pa ticosa ‘The informat 
have does not. disclose whether th 
cepted tender includes the calling « 
or not. The price of the peigme 
telephone there is £5 19s. 6d.; 
£5 10s. equipped with the calling 
and £3 17s. 6d. without it. Howey 
am not going to. argue that. th 
quoted by Messrs. Siemens — Brot 
not cheaper. The American comp 
must be remembered, has to ay 
port duty of 10 per cent, | 
Senator E. D. Mitizn. —Beeau 
scientific Tariff ? : 
Senator THOMAS. te | 
that the Government went caret y in 
this matter and discovered that the 
struments to be supplied by 
Siemens Brothers were _cheape 
those which could be obtained el 
Senator Russett.—And they w 
the question of exchange, too. — 
Senator THOMAS.—I a no 


Messrs. Siemens Bihar: are not 
than those which can be purchase 
tre Chicago frm. But I take 
when the Poveranyene called. for 
fer the supply. 
at least. adopted. ea business pre 


Ruins bf the cowuiasea Thoug 
not seen the contrac. itself, I 
that the Chicago firm cidettook 
liver these instruments within sot 
or four months. The first shipi 
Siemens Brothers, I understa f 
to arrive here in Ma ; and oe 
the second shipment was to be 
in June. It is now July, but— 
consignment of telephones” ae 
rived. In these circumstances, 
tinent to inquire whether the Game 
intend to utterly disregard t] 
within which the company may 
these instruments? If they can: no 
them within the specified time, 
vernment svould be at liberty to 





thereby occasioned ought to be 
by the defaulting © contractors, 


sns why persons who desire 
nected by telephon ! 














































¢ ‘that the switch- 
fate are so eanwited “oat there is no 
upon then to instal fresh subscribers. 
“the third place, the necessary funds 
lay not be forthcoming. Obviously, 
however, the third reason cannot be opera- 


w ‘ould ‘be obliged to pay for the tele- 
yhones” ‘supplied by the contractors as 
hey arrived. Further, I recollect that 
‘some time ago, when some of us here were 
\dvocating the adoption of penny postage, 
he ie ed ee the Postmas-er- 


We, 000 000 aed been specially provided 
“upon the Estimates to enable the Hosh 


That being so, it can. scarcely es 
urged that the necessary telephones are 
net forthcoming owing to lack of funds. 
_ Seeing that there are nearly 2,000 tele- 
hones available for purchase in Sydney, 
seems to me that we ought not to ask 
_ the people of that city to wait for an 
_ indefinite period until telephones are sup- 
ied under the contract which has been 
entered into by the Government. The 
wstruments to which I refer are in the 
hands of a reputable firm, which recently 
installed an automatic telephcne exchange 
; Collingwood. Consequently, I would 
rge upon the Government the advisable- 
ess of taking the necessary action with- 
at further delay. 


_ Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
{3.28].—I am glad that Senator Thomas 
has provided us with an opportunity to 
iscuss the telephone service of the Com- 
jonwealth, and particularly the Sydney 
lephone service. It is quite appropriate 
lat he, as an ex-Postmaster-General, 
ould. direct our attention to the pcsition 
hich obtains at present. In justice to 
I may say that the telephone 
oubles which we are now experiencing 
id not commence until scme Se aia 


eS 


Po In | ‘this Canker 
t! 1e Befescial of ‘the-conditien: of our tele- 
hone service has been like King Charles’s 
eid during the past two or three years. 
s one who has devoted some attention 


‘ mpathy ah: ie officiala: ‘of am Tele- 
ne ee of the Post and ieatatny 
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ive, because, in any case, the Minister. 
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year 1917 the telephone engineers of New 


South Wales were accustomed to provide — | 


for telephonic developments a year or two 
ahead. The first trouble which they ex- 
perienced was when the then ‘Treasurer 
(Mr. Watt) very drastically cut down the 
estimates of the then  Postmaster- 
General (Mr. Webster) 
equipment for the telephone service. 
I believe that at that time an extreme 


in regard to 


protest was made by the then Postmaster- ~ ty 


General against the cutting down of the 
vote for new equipment for telephones, 


and certainly very substantial and rea- es 
sonable objections were raised by the tele. 


phone officers. 
ting down of the vote the provision for 


telephone services ahead could no longer | 


be maintained, and with the rapid deve- 
lopment that has gone on, particularly in 
Sydney, the latest census figures showing 
that it is now a city of, approximately, 
750,000 people, it can easily be visualized 
that the provision which had been made 
for extensions, once stopped, would be 
very rapidly caught up with. 
sult was that in 1917 or 1918 the applica- 
tions for telephones caught up with, 


and were in advance of, the service 
it was possible to give. Thanks 
to the largely Free Trade character 


of the then Tariff, there was no incen- 
tive to make telephone equipment in Aus- 
tralia, and we had to import nearly 
everything. ~ Very little of such equip- 
ment could be obtained in the Common- 
wealth, and as the stress of the war went 
on, when money was available, material 
could not be obtained. I understand 
that that position persisted for at least a 

year or two, so that whatever criticism 
we have to offer regarding the inefficiency — 
or shortage of the telephone service m 
Sydney, or in New South Wales generally, 
I do not think the telephone officers, or 


even the late Postmaster-General, can be 


blamed. The fundamental fault was with 
the then Treasurer and with this Parlia- 


ment for cutting down the Estimates of | 
the Postmaster-General, the importance of 


which he so strongly stressed at that 
time. I say this in fairness to the tele-’ 
phone officers themselves and to the then 


-Postmaster-General. This policy has been 


clearly proved to have been a_ false 
economy, because I am credibly informed 
that the material that should not have 
been cut down would have cost, if ordered. 


As the result of the cut-— 


The re-. 
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ak Adjournment | wee 
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. about 1916, only half the ae that 


had afterwards to be paid for it, so that. 


we have had practically a double expense 


over this delay, as well as a tremendous 


number of public and well-deserved com- 
plaints. There seems to be another fea- 
ture of the telephone position in Sydney. 
In addition to the shortage of cables, 
wire, instruments, and exchange accom- 
modation, brought about by the cutting 
down, five years ago, of the material that 
should have been ordered ahead, there 
is the human equation to be taken into 
consideration. So far as I can ascer- 
tain, the telephone service ten years ago 
was attractive to young women, and was 
well paid compared with services outside. 
In the course of time some of the best 
operators naturally would marry and 
leave the Service, but others would come 
on, and gradually, with the general rise 
inywages throughout Australia, the tele- 
phone service has become very ‘much less 
attractive to female operatives, compara- 
tively speaking, than it was then. The 
attention of the Postmaster-General 
- should be called to this phase of the mat- 
ter, because I do not think any reasonable 
amount is too much to pay for efficient 
service at the exchange. 


Senator THomas.—What do you say as 
_a business man about 1,900 of those tele- 
Bi _ phones being there, ar the Government 
ve not buying them? ee 

‘Senator PRATTEN.—I am not quite 
gure whether, if those telephones are 
an there are sufficient cables to at- 
tach them to the exchanges. I am pre- 
pared to leave the matter in the hands of 
the responsible officers, who feel their 
_ position as keenly as honorable senators 
do here, with regard to the complaints 
that are being made. It must not be 
forgotten also that a good many of the 
yoek of our Post Office engineers and elec- 
tricians went to the war, and that owing 
to that fact the Service ‘during war-time 
‘was to some extent disorganized. I 
do not think the Postmaster-General 
(Mr, Wise) or his officers can set 
up any argument with regard to 
the cost of the telephones, because 
“I gave some figures in the Senate 
during last session which clearly prove 
that the telephone services to-day, both 


. for private houses and business establish-— 


_ ments, are costing approximately double, 


or. "more, Bead the same services: eos) rhe Ne Cs 
















































lator service in Ree has 
most ey interfered with 5 bea 


shortage ‘of money in n onder 4 
ahead. | . bach 
Senator Rexip. —Will they ever 


it up! 
Senator PRATTEN. a a 
will. ie 
Senator Reip. i Tey are, a on 
behind. 


Senator PRATTEN.- a, agree 1 W: rit 
honorable senator, Senator Thoma 
tioned a shortage of about 1,00 
if only 1,000 people are waiting fe 
phones to- -day the Department are 
ing up very rapidly as compared w 
position that obtained twelve montl 
I must say, too, in fairness to th 
phone Branch, that during | ‘th 
of acute shortage first preference fon 
telephones was given to doctors, 
second. preference to returned so 
who wished to go into business, anc 
the whole policy of the Bran 
far as they were able to deal Ww 
position, was quite fair and Tea 
There is another matter about - 
shall not be able to be quite so eu 
as I have been regarding the 
policy of the Telephone Brancl 
extreme stress and difficulty. i 


the question of recording y 
calls. . 

Senator Wixson They are { 
that. 

Senator PRATTEN.—They a 
good. | | 


The PRESIDENT (Senator t 
T. Givens).—The honorable senat 
not be in order in dealin 
that matter, which would lead to 
ral discussion. A motion for 
journment of the Senate must 
specific matter, and the debate 
confined to it. The specific mé 
before the Senate is the ie) of 
instruments. : 

Senator PRATTEN. Sigg you | 
me, sir, to the question | fot 
shortage in| Sydneyitiie irk 

The PRESIDENT. Tb aay 
ing Orders governing this kin 
bate that confine Bh honora 


= 














+. find ¥ ete The Lubin to which i 
1onorable senator is confined is the short- 
age . of telephone instruments in Aus- 


a j Senator PRATTEN.—I propose to 
try to prove, with regard to the argu- 
ment I was about to introduce, that 
f the present system of recording tele- 
phone calls continues, the shortage in 
a Commonwealth will soon be made up, 




























The honorable member for Parkes (Mr. 


pence up by continuing the lens of 
iposing charges for extraordinarily large 
numbers of calls that are never made. I 

have received a letter from the secretary 
of the Australian Mutual Provident So- 


nators will admit is a credit to Australia 


extraordinary manner in which his society 
has been charged for calls,.and says that, 
the present condition of affairs con- 
ues, serious considera will have 


vt higth also 


baw lite states that owing to the ee 
dinary manner in which he has been 
arged for calls—inconsistent altogether 
with the real amount of beers he has 


ol use of his telephone, and Bits make 
ilable an instrument which may be a 
eans of relieving the shortage. The 
secretary to the Australian Mutual Pro- 
dent Society states that for the half 
ar—trom December, 1919, to May, 1920 
his society was charged £98 17s. 4d. 

The PRESIDENT.—I cannot allow 
Cy honorable senator to continue dis- 
ing charges for calls, because if he 
so other honorable ‘senators will 
a similar “o anaetae which will result 


; 4 of telephones, and the debate 
st be confined to that subject. Stand- 
order No. 64 reads:—_ 


otion without notice, that Se Senate at 
ising | adjourn to any day or hour other 
1 tha fixed’ for the next qanerg: peetne 


ip rt 
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“many 2. are anxious to be connected. 


) a informed t me that there were Cpe ! 
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of the Senate for the purpose of debating 

some matter of urgency, can only be made 
after Petitions haye been presented, and No- 
tices of Questions and Motions given, and he- 
fore the Business of the Day is proceede with, 

and such motion can be made notwithstand-— 
ing there be on the Paper a motion for ad- 
journment to a time other than that of the 
next ordinary meeting. The senator so moving 
must make in writing, and hand in to the 
President, a statement of the matter of ur- 
gency. Such motion must be supported by 
four senators rising in their places and indi- 
cating their approval thereof. Only the matter 
in respect of which such motion is made can 








_be debated. » ae te 
That is ects ZA é dy 
Senator PRATTEN.—I quoted ne 


case of a telephone subscriber: who said 
that he would give up his instrument 
rather than agree to pay what he thought 
was an improper charge. If that person 
gave up his telephone some one else would 
be glad to accept it, and in that way the 
shortage would be relieved. I was merely 
giving an illustration of the complaints 
made in regard to telephone calls, and 
the justification some of my constituents ni 
have for discontinuing the service. 

The PRESIDENT. — The specific 
motion before the Senate is the alleged 
shortage of telephones in Australia, and 
it is not fair to Senator Thomas, and to 
other honorable senators, if the discus- 
sion is dragged away from the specilic 
subject. I cannot allow the honorable 
senator to proceed to discuss the ques- ‘ 
tion of telephone calls, but the honor- 
able senator can avail himself of the 
opportunity of bringing the matter for-- 
ward under another motion if he so 
desires. aoa, 

Senator PRATTEN.—I certainly shall 
obey your ruling, Mr. President, because 
I have every respect for the Chair: but 
I shall take another opportunity of ‘plac- 
ing the information at my disposal be- 
fore the Department. In connexion with 
the shortage of telephones, my colleagues 
in this Chamber, and in another place = © 
who are representing New South Wales, 
have received scores of serious complaints _ 
during the last two or three years regard- 
ing the lack of supplies; and I desired 
to show what, in my opinion, was the 
cause of the shortage. I have no desire 
to accuse the ork cee of the Department, 
because I believe the present situation — 
has arisen owing to the short-sightedness 
of the Treasurer at the time, who reduced — 
the amount that was necessary for keep- 
ing our telephone services up to date. If 
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of price. 
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C aaithing of this sort is attempted again, 
I trust the Postmaster-General will make 

it» public, so that attention may be 
directed to the possible consequences. 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 

_ President. of the Executive Council) 
PTS: 48|.—It is not my intention, at this 
juncture, to deal with some of the com- 
plaints which have been made this after- 

_ noon, particularly in regard to the 
stances where complaints have been made 
those lodging them have been compelled 
to beat a rapid retreat. It is patent to 
every one that many of the. difficulties 
which now exist have arisen in _ conse- 
quence of the inability to obtain material 
during the war period. If, as Senator 
Thomas suggested, I said that it was the 
intention of the Government to spend 
~£3,000,000 in twelve months, I must 
“have made, a very bad slip. 

Senator Troms. —The Minister made 
that statement, because I'said at the time 
that he could not spend that sum during 
_that period. 

Senator RUSSELL.—TI think the hon- 
-orable senator is referring to a discus- 
sion on a Loan Bill. Senator Thomas 
has asked why the Department Ras not 
taken delivery of nearly 2,000 telephones 
which he says are available in Sydney, 


‘and [ presume he suggests that these in- | 


struments should be secured irrespective 
I have received the following 
statement from the Department in regard 
~#o this matter :— 

- There are, at the present time, 4.432 sub- 
“seribers waiting for a telephone service in Syd- 
ney. In connexion with about 2,000 of these 
applicants the Department is waiting for tele- 
phones only before service is given. 


| Phere are other reasons why applications 
giee held up. 


I remember on one occa- 
_ sign ‘trying to hurry up the installation 


imposed, because in some in- 


ee ‘a telephone for a member of the 


Senate. I thought it was quite a simple 
matter and needed only to be mentioned. 
I found that the reason for delay was not 

a shortage of telephones or of wire, but 
thatthe: underground cables serving the 
street were fully occupied, and it would 
be necessary to lay another cable to make 
_ provision for the new telephone. It. will 
“be seen that only 2,000 applications were 
_ delayed in Sydney because of the Tack: of 
ac geedanes yor sh 


‘Senator THOMAS. —That 


vane as T ene and it Pe atieat how 
Sesiupeanid alr Det ee . 


Is twice as — 








































But ey are othe pee in 
ing applicants are kept waiting, namel; 
of telephone exchange switchboards, tel 
underground cables, wire, ke. The ee rt 
has a “large quantity of ‘this class of. 
on order, and ‘deliveries are coming ba 
You may rest assured that as soon 
material comes to hand steps are t 
place it in position at the earliest 
moment, sow*as to satisfy. members. 
public, and at the same time earn 
for the Department. The gh acing 
8,000 automatic telephones on order 
ney. They were ordered on 6th Ontowy 
and deliveries are expected rdaily in 
At the time this order was placed 
had been received from certain firms 


Senator Txomas.—How long 
overdue? | : 

Senator RUSSELL Bo Ve 
know, but the statement al 
continues— | | 

At the time this ede was tala 
had been received from certain fir 
prices for telephones, including a 
from Automatic Telephones (A 
Limited. The latter firm was unst 
obtaining an order, as their price 
siderably higher than that of the 
tenderers, when allowance was mad 
verse exchange rates and ees 4 
manufacturers. ‘ a 

Senator Tuomas ae What. wa 
ference in price? — 

Senator RUSSELL.—1I have. : 
information. I did not know, f n 
any one anticipate, what honorab h 
bers would be likely to say on the 
before the Sénate. | 

Senator Txomas.—l iclogtaple 
from Sydney yesterday to i 
Minister of my tates fe 1 
motion. 
Senator RUSSELL. oe tha k 
orable senator for giving me mn 
I did not know what argument 
used in support of the motion. 

Senator Tuomas.—I saw t 
mental authorities in Sydne 
them what I intended to d 
might have used the. telephon : 
the information required was ob 


Benator RUSSELL. ott we 


‘has hee supplied to 1 me. 
- further continues— ‘ 


It will be seen from the ‘inf 
tained in paragraph 8 that a lar; 
Mhscnktnas on is on order. ‘Furthe s 
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-eurrent financial year which will 
absorb the amount, at. \ Present 
ae Treasury. i ji 

am my IL am not in a Position ie 
Senator Thomas with a complete 
40 his amerks, eonlly in re- 


firms doideringe Gor the supply 
I sha een the in- 


7 aa is availa the Depart- 
i ceen about placing it. 
Tromas. ae complaint is 


r RU SSELL. ia was both. 
si ing the whole of the war period. there 
was a shortage of both money and 


uss. 1. adinthtatat,” but 
tl tee is available now and the De- 
r A business 


Eerste “RUSSELL. —Nearly all the 
j itish A: aa manufacturers were en- 


bars & 


; are: ab Ecocket sco aati in beydaar: 
[ shall. confer with the Department and 
whether there are aay conditions 


IT aintiaol Pa parol to Iearintes that 
will be peated of righ ya of cost. 


c eonida ne request. | 
Senator ’ Prarren. Uaioe hides “tele 
1ones offered to the Department? 
€ RUSSELL.—Yes, by tender, 
mu it the firm offering themwere not the 
owest tenderers, and the Department 
Heed a “British tender, | | 
should like to 
; when the Ss iarial offered under the 
tender should have “been here. 
hould have that information ; the 
tmental authorities ~ should have 
; hat that i is the crux of aS anes, 
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bb tdviae Snitmeday for anew “i 
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Senator RUSSELL Iam Pesan in 5: 
the statement I have quoted that this) ~— 
material is expected daily in Sydney, and: 
that statement would not be made if it 
was not true that the material is in tran~ _ a 
sit, and expected shortly to arrive. | 

Senator THomas.—With all respect. to 
the departmental authorities, bc have 
shirked the question. yo: 

Senator RUSSELL.—I have ‘given het ee 
information supplied to me, and will have 
pleasure in asking for any further im-_ 
formation that may be required. |. 

Senator Kratine.—Are the successful — 
tenderers unable to deliver the goods? = 

Senator R USSELL.—No; they are now 
about to be delivered. BL 

Senator THomas.—tIs the Minister sure 
of that? rig 

Senator RUSSELL.—I am relying silo te 
the statement supplied to me by the De 
partment. 

Senator Kzatinec.—That would suggest. 
that the Department has been advised , 
that the goods have been forwarded. 

Senator RUSSELL.—I assume that 
they are in course of transit, or the state. 
ment that they are expected daily would 
not have been made. I.am giving honor- 
able senators what I believe to be a rea- 
sonable interpretation of the statement 
supplied to me by the Department. : 

Senator THomas.—The honorable sena- 
tor accepts that; but it is not the first 
departmental paper that has come under 
my notice, 

Senator RUSSELL.—I accept it until 
it is proved to, be incorrect. 

Senato Rie! 
time that Senator “Thomas supported the 
manufacture of this material here. 

Senator Tromas.—I submitted a pro- 
posal long agd in this Parliament _ te 8 
bring that about. iar 

Senator RUSSELL.—We shall give bhevn 
honorable senator an cpportunity ve Ke 
shortly to vote for protective duties which — 
will enable this material to be manufac- pa. 
tured in Australia. Seen 

Senator GARDINER (New Shite, < 
Wales) [3.59].—No matter what view hon- 
rable senators may take of the matter, 
there are a great many people engaged _ % 
in business in Sydney who will be most ~~ 
grateful to Senator Thomas for urging — 
here that the business of the supply of 
telephones should be dealt with in a busi- — 
ness-like way. J waited to hear what the 
Minister’s reply would be. He says that 
the pepe nee ig aan telephones 
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but I know that there are iveneence of 
‘business men who have been waiting for 
months for telephones which should long 
ago have been placed in position. The 
‘Department should be in a position to say > 
whether the telephones required are on 
the way, and when they will be available. 
Two firms tendered for the supply of tele- 
phones. I believe that one lot of tele- 
phones had to be supplied last May and 
another in June. We are nearing the end 
of July now, and they are not yet here. 
If I went to a business firm in Sydney 
for goods they were in the habit of supply=>-~ 
ing to me, they would not think of ask- 
ing me to wait until a shipment arrived. 
They would get the goods I required, if 
necessary, from an oppositicn firm, in 
order to supply my needs. The Govern- 
ment have, at their command now, nearly 
2,000 telephones, which would practically 
supply the immediate demands in Syd- 
ney, and they should make use of those 
telephones. The price is quite unimpor- 
tant, because, at the most, it might run . 
to £5 10s. for each telephone, and the 
Government charge a rental of £4 a year 
for it. 
Senator PrEarce.—The price of calls is 
contingent on the cost of the telephone. 


- Senator GARDINER.—It might be 
a matter of £10,000 for 2,000 tele- 
_ phones which are available in Sydney for 
purchase. There are thousands of busi- 
mess men who want them, and they would 
- be revenue-producing from the day they 
‘were installed. The Government, I sup- 
- pose, in the interests of economy, are 
holding back to some distant date, when 
they will receive telephones that have 
‘ been ordered under the contract. I do 
not speak on this matter altogether with- 
_ out information, because, in common with 


4 i hothar members of the Sanaté: T have had 


interviews with people who have been 
“waiting for months for telephones, and 
who believe, as many do, that if they 
make application to .a member of Parlia- 
ment they may get what they want a 
little earlier. What is the expenditure of 
a sum of £10,000 for a great city like 
Sydney where revenue from the expendi- 
ture would be immediately assured? I. 
should like to know how the contract with 
the British company was drawn up. 
I take no exception to preference being 
given to a British company, but I say — 
that, if the contract is not drawn up in 
“such a wav that if supplies are not forth- 
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’ a coming Pipe ha) Prescribed. time the 





































Peoveentoene: will oe in a posi 
supply themselves at the ease of th 
tractors, then it ought to be. : 
Senator Taomas.—If the contract is iS I 
drawn up in that: way, then wen We 
require a Board of ‘Management in 
Public Service. : 
_ Senator GARDINER. mad is no 
question of the delay of a month or 
because people have been waiting 
months and for years — for -telephc 
When the last. tenders were called, 
provision, to which an ordinary 
would have bound the contractors, \ r. 
be to supply the telephones requir 
the earliest possible date, with p 
for failure. I have said that, fro 
mation I have received, some telep 
were to be supplied in May and ot: 
June, and although none have so far k 
delivered, the Government will not ! 
advantage of telephones available i 
ney at the cost of the successful. tend 
I do not know anything about either 
tenderers. Senator Thomas has ex 
how he became aware of the s 
supply of telephones now avail 
Sydney by merely bantering one 
people whom he believed to be c 
in the contract, 
Senator THomas.—l met. him ide 
function arranged by the Am 
Consul. 
Senator GARDINER. sean ‘mig t. 
pedite matters if the Governm 
formed the successful tenderers 
failing. immediate deliveries. und r t 


phones ae require elsewhere. | 
to say that there is very little 
between the prices quoted by the tw 
tenderers. Senator Russell has Ee he 
there is a difference due to exchan 
rates, but as these telephones 
‘sale in leek Je there oe 


batiodt’ in aide a at the prscor ie 
shonld only be a matter of utilizing 2 
tralian cash and thus obo aa . 
cnlties of exchange already referre 
There need be no ‘interference : at all 
the existing contract. shut if t 1e C0 : 
has been drafted so loosely that the 
pany can deliver when they like, the 
peovle of Sydney may go ‘on | y 
delivery daily. and yet be dis: 
If these instruments are nol 
within a reasonable time, it is. 
duty of the Government | to 


Eanes and an | expenditure 
hay Bhat Ee Aly hy LA Deane 


ye “is : 
Uae: hie Ae Wore i 


if ( 
wey 
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by Moule ee tchose the instruments Py 
baat have been told, are immediately 


it vat once. ig understand that his De- 
Py _ partment have been aware all along 

i eo these telephone .instruments were 
| available in Sydney. I hope, therefore, 
that the Minister will do something in 
the matter. The charges to the sub- 
_ scribers is in excess of the cost. 
- Senator Pxrarce.—What about the 
tines, | ‘conduits, and other expenditure? 
~The cost of the instrument is not the only 
. item. — 
1) ‘Senntbr GARDINER.—1I realize that 
Mother! ‘capital expenditure has to be pro- 
vided for, but 1 may remind the Minis- 
_ter for Defence (Senator Pearce) that 
a return can only be expected when 
intending subscribers get their instru- 
ments. Only then do they begin to 
Bier? off capital expenditure. Until then 


In all friendliness to the Government, I 


say it is their duty to remedy at once 
this grievance, which has been such a 
| source of annoyance to a very large num- 
ber of people in Sydney for a consider- 
able time. Like other honorable senators, 
‘I have been approached by intending 
eine who think that a member of 
Parliament can help them to get a tele- 
. Tae instrument more quickly, but I 
ave been obliged to tell my friends that 
here is a shortage of telephones and that 
ach man must come in the order of his 
pplication. If the terms of the con- 
ract are indefinite as to delivery, I would 
e the risk even of breaking the contract 
| _ purchasing the instruments that are 
ailable in order that the business people 
may have telephonic communication at 
_ the earliest possible moment. That, at 
pas all events, would be a step towards getting 
er the present difficulty; but if the Go- 
ernment cannot see their way to take 
- such action, then, no doubt, stronger pro- 
ests will be made a few months hence. 
Senator BOLTON (Victoria) [4.10 |.— 
should like to say a few words upon 
his subject. I am not so much con- 
rned about the position of the individual 
-I am with the pioneer communities 
_ returned soldiers settled on land in 
yarious parts of Victoria. I have had an 
opportunity recently of visiting some of 
these settlements, and J understand their 
osition fairly well. In some places there 
railway siding which serves a settle- 
onl pot ee) or 300 . Rak Stes soldiers 





_ given. 


hee nearest nonne of telephonic com- 


munication is about 10 miles. This is a 
serious matter to them, especially if they 


want to get in touch with a doctor. There 
is an obligation on the Government to — 
disability at the earliest — 


remove this 
possible date. 
Senator PEARCE (Western ‘Asilaee 
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Minister for Defence) [4.12].—I desire to © | 


interpolate at this stage certain informa- 


tion which has reached my colleague, — 
Executive 
has... 


the Vice-President of the 
Council (Senator Russell), who 
already spoken, and who, therefore, 


is debarred from speaking again. 


Sena- 


tor Russell has just received advice by ( 


telephone that a shipment of telephone — 


instruments from the United Kingdom is 
He: 


expected within the next few days. 
has also been advised that the Depart- 
ment did not buy the telephone instru- 
ments in Sydney, referred to by Senator 
Thomas, for two reasons: (1) The ex- 


pected nS within a few days of the — 
telephone instruments ordered under the | 


contract, and (2) The money voted by 
Parliament was ear-marked for the pay- 


the money were used for any other pur- 
chase, a further vote would be required. 

Senator GarpineR.—Could not the 
Treasurer’s Advance Account be utilized ? 

Senator PEARCE.—As we are getting 
Supply Bills, the Treasurer’s Advance 
Account has been kept short. 

Senator Kratinc.—By whom was the 
money ear-marked ? 

Senator PEARCE.—It was voted by 
Parliament in the ordinary way,” 
placed against the account for the tele- 
phone instruments ordered under con- 
tract. In that way, it was ear-marked to 
pay for the particular supply when it 
comes to hand. Senator Russell has been 


informed, further, that the number. of 


people waiting for telephone connexion, 


and who cannot be supplied because of 


the shortage of instruments, is 1,000, not 
2,000 as previously stated. 
Senator Pratrren.—Can you say how 


many people are waiting for telephone - ‘i 


connexions altogether ? 
Senator PEARCE. 
about 4,000- 


Senator THomas.—Can you tell he 
Senate when these instruments were Aas 


under the contract ? 


Senator PEARCE.—No; I have no in- 
_formation other than that I have already 
I may remind honorable senators 


dt i) 


Fou | understand : 


‘ment of those instruments on arrival. If — 
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Minas during the war the rehihe cot our 
Nicmelene supplies were drawn from the 
United. Kingdom and United States of 
America, and that all the factories in 
those countries were fully employed mak- 
ing telephone instruments for war pur- 
' poses. After the war every country in 
the world was short of instruments. -I 
remember the Postmaster-General (Mr. 
Wise) telling Cabinet that he had the 
greatest difficulty in getting any tenders 
at all, and that it would have been 
ea utterly useless to impose any conditions 
in a contract bedause the companies 
would not tender, for the simple reason 
that they could get orders sufficient to 
yee their factories going at full speed 
right next to their doors. There was a 
- telephone hunger throughout the: world, 
and naturally those countries nearest the 
‘source of supply got their requirements 
ae We might have made a perfect 
contract, as regards conditions, as has 
kieen sugeested during the debate, but 
we would have got no telephones. The 
/ Postmaster: General has intimated that he 
is doing his best to get over the diff- 
culty at the earliest possible moment. It 
is believed that the famine in telephone 


instruments is about at an end, so that_ 


‘we may expect shortly to get ‘sufficient 
ont for all our requirements. 


Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
ie 16].—The aspect of this matter which 


_[ desire to bring before the Senate was 


referred to by Senator Bolton, namely, 
the position of returned- soldier settle- 
ments in different parts of the Common- 
wealth. The difficulty owing to the short- 
age of telephone instruments is Just as 
great in the country as it is in the cities. 


‘Senator Kzatinc:—And telephones are 
"more essential in the eountry. 


Senator SENIOR.—We are always 
icine the wisdom of land settlement, 
but, unfortunately, these necessary facili- 
ties are not readily provided to encourage 
people to go upon the land. The posi- 
tion at Prange; in South Australia, 25 

or 30 miles distant from Narracoorte, is 
typical of that of many other places 
similarly situated. There is telephonic 
_ communication, but no provision is 
‘made to enable people to call up 
a Narracoorte doctor if one ~is_ re- 
_ quired. In Victoria, distant about 14 
miles from Frances, is another town, 
eee which has no telephonic — 


under the notice of the Governmen 


{gommimnica tion with Frances, and so 1b 1 is 



























































heen i one 
with a doctor who I appen Ne 
there. This ‘matter eel been br 


time to time. It emphasizes the 
culties experienced by people - living 
some country districts, so far as t 
phonic communication is concerned. a 


‘this connexion, we are | not keepin; 


abreast of requirements, and to that 
tent we are not crete se land se 
ment. | ~ 


Senator Kratine.—But ita not a 
matter which the Deputy Postma Ts: 
General could attend to themselves ? Ace 


Senator SENIOR. —Yes, ‘but. if 
case I have mentioned is brought. b 
the Deputy Postmaster-General in 
laide, he refers to the “Deputy 
master-General in. Victoria, an 
latter’s comment is that there is a 
telephonic communication — between ; 
bourne and Minimay, although, as 
shown, there is no telephone acr 
Frances. Thus the broken link — 
chain renders the chain quite 
Telephone communication, I s 
should not be provided for our 
alone, but should be extended to co 
residents, who for years have been 
out for better facilities in this conn 


~ Senator THOMAS (New South V 
[4.21].—I am pleased with th 
given by the Minister. I took tk 
caution to inform Senator Russ 
my intention to move the adjourn 
of the Senate to-day for the pur 


of pointedly directing attention to t 


rire Ey 


matter. Yesterday I also telephon 
tain postal officials in: Sydney, to 
intimated my intentiony so th 
might be prepared to’supply the 
representing the Postmaster-Gener: 
all the information bearing ‘upon it 
is in wees a Of course, J 


I did not ek that chalGoveelanen 
purchase the 1,900 telephones te 
I had previously alluded if th 
not required. But “ have 
mind several cases in which 
telephone itself was required t 
the desired telephone connexion. I 
able A OAD are a Ae oad aware 


























































: ¢ quid the 
‘ ae fake it with him to his new 
abode. Thus it frequently hap- 
lat the ingoing and outgoing ten- 
f houses in Sydney fight. for the pos- 
of particular instruments. In 
| which only the telephone is re- 
ed to complete the connexion, a 
private company would probably say to 
the incoming tenant, ‘‘ If I can obtain 
here a “telephone . for you at a fair 
e will Se Gea it an install it.’’ 


en into withe the Common- 
ealth ‘i the. supply of telephone instru- 
vents because of the abnormal conditions 
which cbtained at the time that contract 
as made. He argued that if arbitrary 
ancitsans, had been insisted upon no ten- 
; ould have been forthcoming. I 
ke it, however, that in their tenders 
Es enderers | were asked to say when they 
ould be’in a position to. fulfil the con- 


@ 
a 


gee Duncan.—There must have 
me provision of that kind in the 


Pinal THOMAS. Not necessarily. 


ompany t undertook to deliver instruments 
nthin | a ee time. As Siemens 


: the. Bomiestient Hn be at liberty to 
_ purchase » telephones which are available 
‘ OMA ‘a 

“in “Macq uarie-street, Sydney, assuming 


: af a can alk So ab a Aeapraahle price. 


man Lo PP iceonte the fim in - ques- 
mn whether he was prepared to sell in- 
truments to the Commonwealth at the 
ame price as that at which he had ten- 


hat he was. If the price is a reasonable 
and the shipment of telephones to 
which reference has been made does not 
‘te arrive to afford relief to the 





[13 Juny, 1921.) 
premises he 


feet Usr or Sworps. 


Herald. of the 2 


' ian Light Horse with swords, and, if wise is 


understand, however, that the Chicago . 


ed for their supply, and he assured me. 
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AUSTRALI AN LIGHT HORSE. i 4 : 


Senator ELLIOTT asked the Minister 4 
for Defence, upon notice— i 









1. Has the Minister seen an are in. ree 
29th June, which states that its 
is the Government poliey to arm the Austra 


such report correct? 


2. What expense was involved to the Com 
monwealth in purchasing swords for this dal 
pose? 

3. Will the Minister make available to sena- 
tors any official reports received by him i in con- 
nexion with the above subject? 

4, How many engagements, and whed) were 
the oecasions, in which the Australian Light 
Horse used swords in the recent war, and what 
casualties were inflicted ‘in such engagements ty 
on the enemy by the use of the sword? a9 

5. Is it not a fact that the cavalry of the 
British Army has been largely reduced pec maae 4 
it is regarded as being obsolete? ) 

6. Ig the Minister aware whether, in the 
battles of Cressy, Minden, Waterloo, Alma, and 7 ; 
many others it was conclusively established 
that unshaken infantry, armed even with bows © 
and arrows and flint-lock muzzle-loading rifles, © 
were more ‘than a match for the finest cavalry 
of the day armed with swords, and in South — 
Africa the sword. proved, except on extremely — 
rare occasions, a mere useless encumbrance, — 
and in the Russo-Japanese war the sword was 
equally useless? 

7. Will not the almost certain introvetiun | 
of an automatic firearm for infantry tend to 
render shock action by cavalry still more im- 
possible in the future? 

8. What amount of training will be devoted 
to practice with this weapon? 

9. Will the Minister make a full statement 
to the Senate, giving an opportunity for dis- 
cussion of the Government policy in taking — 
such a step? — 4 

10. Will the Minister make available the re- s 
port of the “ Conference of Senior Officers” . 





held in 1920 on defence problems? ig 

Senator PEARCE—The replies to the 
honorable senator’s questions are as fol Wi 
low :-— 7 an 


1. My attention has Hefei | ‘to “the “ne 
article mentioned. The principles governing a 
the arms and training of the Australian Light _ 
Horse are at present under consideration. 


2. No special arms have been purchased. 
The arms obtained for the Australian Taney. 
rial Force are, or will shortly be, available. — 

3. There are no official reports on ase ence . 
ject. 

4. It is obviously impossible, in r 
question, to make such detailed information 
available. The data inquired for will in time 
be obtainable from official histories. It is sig- 
nificant that Australian Light Horse were 
armed with swords, late in the eampaign, at 
their own eel and as the sie os, Mca Hea 
wide ache renee 7 


, wo 


siete , 
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sue 5 a far as I am aware, tt is fot. a fact. 
‘the British Government has not informed us 
that cavalry is obsolete. | 

6. I cannot pretend to the profound know- 
edie of military history necessary to assert 
definite conclusions on matters in the realm of 
the expert. I am advised, 
wealth of experience is available from our own 
- operations in the recent war to prove both the 


necessity of mounted troops and the need for 


them to possess the power to charge mounted. 
- 7. This is a question for experts, and mili- 
tary advice has not, so far, attempted to pre- 
dict the distant future. 

8. This technical matter will be decided when 
‘the principle has been settled. 

9. When a decision is arrived at, and a suit- 
able opportunity occurs, I will have no objec- 
tion to making such statement, and the Stand- 
ing Orders and procedure of the Senate pro- 
-yide ample opportunity for such discussion. 

10, ashe report referred to contains matter 
of a secret nature, which, in the public in- 
terest, it is not advisable to make available. 


PUBLIC SERVICE. 
. Retirine AGE. 


- Senator SENIOR asked the Minister 
‘representing the Prime Minister, upon 
notice — Id 

Is it the intention of the Government to re- 
instate officers of the Civil Service who are on 
furlough prior to retirement at the statutory 
age, and who are, in terms of the recent find- 
ing of the High Court, still officers of the Civil 
_ Service, and liable to be called upon to resume 
service? 

Senator MILLEN.—The matters aris- 
ihe out of the recent decision of the High 
Court in the case brought before it by a 
Commonwealth public servant in South 
Australia are at present receiving con- 
sideration. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES 
COMMISSIONER VALIDATING 
| BILL. 


“Bil returned from the House of Re- 
ein tere: with amendments. 
Standing and Sessional Orders sus- 
ce ae and message ordered to be taken 
Into consideration in Committee forth- 
with, | 
In iowinehiae - 

Clause 3— 


Any ,appointment of James Michael Sem- 
mens as Acting War Service Homes Commis- 
sioner under the War Service Homes Act 1918- 
1920 is hereby declared to be, and to have been 
at all times, valid and effectual under the said 

Act, and each act done, before the commence- 
ment of this Act, by. the. said James Michael 


Beamon, purporting. to. ach i the gapoeity, | 


however, that a : 


After the word 


Homes Act. yD. apt ee 




































James Michael Sonintiet had Fr at 
of the doing of such act, duly appointed : 
War Service Homes Commissioner under 
said Act. if 
House — of Representatives Amend 
‘“ Commissioner’, lines 
insert the words. ‘‘ aed Sag: to be, or to 
been, made.’’ a 


Senator E. cD. MILLEN @ 
Wales — Minister for 


as’ to the) ae Be i 
The words ‘‘ purporting to an or t 
been, made”’ are inserted after th 
“« Commissioner,” and before the 
‘under the War Service Homes 
The lawyers have suggested that 2 
ment to remove a slight doubt ai 
full effect ta the Bill as a validati 
sure. I move— 


That the amendment be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to. | 


House of Representatives’ Amendme nto oe 
sert the ee new Glatse (3 coe Se f 


the Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Fe 
James Michael Semmens shall not, by 
only of his employment as Acting - 
vice. Homes Commissioner, be nen 
vacated his office as a member of the 
tion Commission, and shall not, by rea 
of his employment as a member of 
patriation Commission, be deemed — 
vacated his office as Acting War Servi 
Commissioner.”’ 


Senator E. D. MILLEN | (Ne We 
Wales—Munister for Repatriation) 
—The necessity for this amendmen 
in this ware ele: the Sane 


the Cpnrticai onan is ‘Yorbidgaes to 
ployment outside his office, pal 
orary. Doubt has arisen ‘whether 
the same gentleman occupying th 
positions, although one of them c 
porarily, it might not be conten 
as War ence Homes Commiss 


tion Act, avalidetigg his positio: n 
ing employment under the ae f 


MO abt 
1 Ta AA 
; 


ay 

Det be oe 
ae 
rae, 
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_ position very long, or do they propose to 
fill the Repatriation Commissionership ! 
‘Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [4.39]. 
-—It is the desire and intention of the 
- Government to release Colonel Semmens 
_ from the position which he is temporarily 
"occupying at the earliest possible date. 
I anticipate that it will be only a few 
days before the whole position is disclosed. 
to Parliament and the country by the 
Government. é | 

- Senator GARDINER (New _ South 
Wales) [4.40]—As we are permitting this 
gentleman to occupy two positions, a 
_ «thing which each Act expressly forbids, I 
hope that, when the Bill is through, the 
_ Minister will: recollect that it is most un- 
_ desirable to have one man filling two posi- 
tions of this nature, especially if there 
are quite a number of other people equally 
competent to fill either of them. 

Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
-Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [4.41]. 
—It is not only undesirable for the posi- 
tion itself, but it represents a tremen- 
dously heavy strain on Colonel Semmens, 
_ and to the extent of that strain must dim- 
- inish the efficiency of the work proper to 
his own Department. 

- Motion agreed to. : 
Resolutions reported; report adopted. 
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CUSTOMS TARIFF BILL. 





T. Givens).—There is no question before 
the Senate yet. 
-, Senator PRATTEN.—I wish to ask the 
- Minister, as this is the first Tariff that has 
been before at least two Parliaments, 
- what is the exact position of the Senate 
_with regard to requests that it may make, 
and with regard to other matters in con- 
nexion with the Bill? 

Senator E. D. MILLEN (New South 
ales—Minister for Repatriation) [4.42]. 
-move— 





Orders be suspended as would prevent the Bill 
eing passed through all its stages without 
ny. wg er : 

have not the slightest idea of taking all 
sequent action to-day, because I am 





not optimist enough to believe that that 
will be physically possible; but the debate 
on the first reading may conclude this 
evening early enough to permit the Mini- 
ster (Senator Russell) to make his 
second-reading speech before we adjourn. 


It will be of advantage to the Senate if 


the Minister can make that speech early, 


so that honorable senators may have 


longer to consider it. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. — 
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Senator Prarren.—On a question of 


'privilege—— 


The PRESIDENT: =— The howarenen , 


senator. had better wait until I put the 7 4 


question. 
First READING. 


A ScrIentTirice TARIFF—-PROTECTION AND 
FREE T'RADE—INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS: 
UNEMPLOYMENT—Cost of PrRopUCcTION 
AND. PRices—Procress IN NEw Sour 
WALES AND VictoRta—ATTITUDE OF 
Lasour Party: A. Master Criass— 


TrRaDE ComBInes: JIRon  INDUSTRY— — 


InpirEct Errecr or PROTECTIVE 
Duties: Raw Marertat: Box Maxine 
—PROTECTION AND, WaAGES——PRIMARY 
AND SECONDARY INDUSTRIES: CENTRALI- 
ZATION—Duty oN BANANAS AND TRADE 
with Fis1—YteELpD PER. ACRE OF PRI- 
MARY PrRopucts—Svucar IJnpustTRY— 
CoLoNIAL Sucar REFINING COMPANY: 
CONTRIBUTION TO ELECTORAL FUNDS— 
Tue NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT AND THE 
EMPIRE—PRIicE or Boots—PoPULATION 
AND Cost oF GOVERNMENT-——PROTECTION 





OF CONSUMERS: WASTE IN DISTRIBU- 


TION—CAPITAL AND Laspour: Russta— 


Loss THrovcH Lasour DisputTes—THE 


TARIFF AND RaTES oF EXcHANGE— 


TariFF Boarp—HospitraLu  REQUIRE- — 
MENTS—SCARCITY OF SKILLED ARTISANS 
AND Mecnanics; APPRENTICES—PRE- 


FERENTIAL DUTIES: FRANCE—DEVELOP- 
MENT OF WOOLLEN INDUSTRY. 


Motion (by Senator Russert) pro- on 


posed— 


That this Bill be now read a first time, 


Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [4.45].—I understand that thisis — 
one of those Bills on the first reading of 


which we can discuss any subject. 


Senator Keatine.—One of those Bills “i 
on which the more irrelevant you are, the © 


more you are in order. | san 


ye 














reading. 









Sai GARDINER. ay oie as it 
Soa be delightful for me to be continu- 
iad in order, ‘I shall say practically all 
I have to say on this Bill; on the first 
I stand here as a Free Trader, 
“with an absolute belief that Free Trade 
is the best policy for a country like Aus- 


tralia. I was delighted to have the 
assurance of the Minister (Senator 
Russell) in answer to the question 


I addressed to him, that this is a scien- 
tific Tariff. On and otf I have been in 
the public life of this country for thirty 
_ years, 
were up against an argument, or put in a 
corner, they would say they never had a 
scientific Tariff, Now they have one, 
and, as an opponent of the policy of Pro- 
tection, 1 welcome its appearance for the 
first time in the public hfe of Australia. 
I understand that Protection is a policy 
for the improvement of the community 
vu the employment of the individuals in 
If the Protectionist argues that it 
aay give more work, I am prepared. to 
-eoncede that it will, with this addition, 
that it will give more work and more 
labour for less return than will a Free 
‘Trade policy. Thus, under a policy of 
- Protection, to get the same amount of 
production and the same results ‘there 
must be longer hours and more labour. 
- Otherwise there will be less return. For 
Le years Victoria has had a policy of 
 Protection.. If I wanted to show what 
anes had brought about, I would quote 
from the speech delivered by Senator 
- Pearce in the first Tariff debate in this 
~ ehamber. In any references of that kind 


_I.am not going,to try to prove inconsis- 


- taney on the part of Ministers hke Sena- 


tor Pearce, Senator E. D. Millen, Mr.* 


Hughes, Sir J oseph Cook, or Sir Gran- 
ville’ Ryrie and other Pree Traders who 
are introducing this Tariff, because I ad- 
mit candidly that, if I were occupying a 
~ position on the Government bench with 
the party I now belong to, it would pos- 
 sibly be this or a acne Tariff that I 
- would be asked to introduce. Therefore, 
when I make any reference to the known 
‘views of the Government on fiscal ques- 
‘tions, 1 am not doing so to emphasize 
ther inconsistency. I was not present 
when Senator Pearce made his speech on 
the first Tariff, but I have read it ~ 
Senator E. D. Mitren.—It was the 
bf Sea speech, from the Labour stand- 
e Usaae ever r made i in. eta tbs sie anche 








and whenever. the Protectionists 


” Senator GARDIN 
to hear that, eulogy of it. — t 
cellent speech, and if ‘ith proved A 
feat one ane more than se 





































for piety years, "was not ie wi 
its Protection, in no better position 
the Free Trade States, but in a worse ¢ 
Senator Pearce proved that over | 
over again. | 
speech, because it is oauilen accessil 
honorable senators, although I coult 
so with advantage. All ae need sai 
that, quoting from the experiences of 
‘States whieh had. been working 
Free Trade, and of Victoria, whi 
‘been working under Protection, 
Pearce made, what Senator Mill 
well-called, the finest Free Trade 
_ ever made from the Labour stand 
The case for Free Trade is just a 
to-day as it was twenty years ag 
just as strong, and, gol ine 
stronger. 
Senator PrattEen You are out 
with your colleagues. 
Senator GARDINER.—Absol 
face that. position most. candidly a 
out of step with my colleagues and with 
my movement, but if I got. in with #1 
other party I would have to run de 
and that, I refuse to do. I realize 
the Australian Labour movement v 
a modified form of Protection as. 
our policy. While we agree to 
tective Tariff, we also desire that 
provide for the protection of th 
sumers of the protected goods - 
matter of price, and for the protec 
the workmen in the protected industrie 
The policy of Protection works ag. 
the interests of the people, and that 
what we must consider. It do 
matter whether we modify it or 


the dose Sweptns if ie > ee 1s 


may survive ended it, 16 ae 
almost out of existence thousan 
thousands of deserving pecple. 
countries, I know, have been I 
with a Protective Tariff, r 
laboured on, But the present 
ment—I am not making this 
as one of their PRR ee 


of their cau ge! bal ‘the Bennie a, 
tg Aer what they 















































un ‘ 


ely laid themselves: 
W at its progress, and one that could 
more pieclivel ys dealt in ‘any other 
Tariff has been in sie ga 
sult. up the proven) We are now 
only beginning to notice unemployment 
on every hand. The war is over. I ad- 
mit the t its disastrous effects have been felt 
everywhere. We have heard some saying 
that di ring the war period we have been 
sa that. a Protective Tariff, such as 
‘this, is absolutely essential, What is the 
lay ea Great Britain, which has had 
a Free Trade policy for a period of seventy 
‘years? It has not only carried the 
‘Gnancial ‘burdens of the war, but it was 
‘Mainly owing to its industrial organiza- 
t ion i Free Trade England was rc 


ae Rivest that riots ehusnit ab 
een created by the Tariff introduced 
fteen months ago? = | 


dded DP hidérably to Ee ant 
daring the past fifteen months, and it 
ru! Let me give an 
Htastration which may indicate exactly 
: Two neighbours possessed 
nice: gardens, and as the footpath in 


chal petitioned the 
cian Eien to lay down an asphalt 
path, and it was done. From that day 

e pans in the Saati ‘began to wither 


dge of the rater was abomutted | and 
oP the discussion reference was made 
an escape of gas. The occupants of 
dwellings said that gas had been 
ected, and asked why it had not 
ected the plants before. They were in- 
formed that the escaping gas had been 
allowed to penetrate through the foot- 
_ path, but as an asphalt track had been 
mi nade, it had been forced into the gardens, 
vith the result that the plants were killed 
r the fumes. That is exactly what is 





appening — under a Protective Tariff. 


have an asphalt Protective Tariff in 
eration, which is slowly but surely 
using unemployment and considerable 


ch Tariff can remedy half of the evils 
th have been created, or where it has 
the sc ee increasing. Sree 


enn of th Empire, have 
out to strike 


be the means of 


“are at present placed upon the shoulders 


‘grapple with the question, and remove 


little islands in the north are at present na 


: ship. Can a Protectionist show where. 
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in our iaaucped vas his hate Vesa Hie 
Protection is the essence of selfishness, 
and is advocated by those who say it will) + 
creating increased 
employment. I can recall the names 
of many prominent statesmen who have 
favoured Protection, and I do not “sug- ity 
gest that I have more information upon 
this subject than they had, but looking 
at the question as an éarnest man shoul 
look at it, I can see nothing but disaster 
confronting the people of Australia i 
excessively high duties are 1mposed, be- 
cause they will only be- the means of im-_ 
creasing the already heavy burdens which 













of the people. I realize that Tariffs are 
not ai cure for all evils, but a high Tariff 
is an obstruction to trade, and if we can 


the obstructions which now exist andallow 
trade to travel in its natural channels, | 
I can foresee a veriod of progress | 


which would do more for the people of 


this country than anything else. Macey 
can we protect our people—— 

Senator pe Larere.—The honorenia 
senator is very courageous, at all events, — 
in advocating Free Trade at this late 
hour. ie 
Senator GARDINER.—I am dager es 
how Protection leads to unemployment, 
and let us see how it works out. I take 
it that a logical Protectionist, if he had 
his way, would absolutely prohibit the 
importation of all articles which we can 
manufacture in Australia. ee 

Senator Crawrorp.—How many we 23 
lions are unemployed in Great Britain : 





at present? eo. 
Senator GARDINER. —Quite a’ » large a 
number. aa 


Senator CRAWFORD. —Due to Protee- 
tion ? ey 

Senator GARDINER.—No. But those — 
carrying nine times our population, and 
they have faced the financing of their 
war debts better than any other country 
in the world. They have called up more a 
money ‘than any other count Week: 

Senator Baxuap.—And they ee ited a 
centuries in which to build up their PROT as 
lation. Opa aay 

Senator GARDINER.—I know that 
Protectionists will always go far afield in — 
an endeavour to make unreasonable com- 
parisons. But let us look at the question — 
and see what is the result of refusing Bena 
trade with the other fellow, and , dos 












 Protectionist says that. the policy he 
advocates gives employment to our own 


people —— 





the work siroelvons abby the ided oe giv- Ae 
ing more employment to our own people. 
That is the essence of the Protectionist 
ve argument. 
under Free Trade,,could exchange 


Australia, 
pro- 
ducts to the extent of £20,000,000 per 


1 assume that 


: -annum—lI use that amount merely as a 
- eonvenient basis—with Japan, 
India, Anferica, Great Britain, France, 


China, 


Italy, Austria, Germany, Russia, quite 

apart from other smaller countries. 
Senator Crawrorp.—But Russia has no 

preductsy’ nt 


Senator GARDINER.—I am assuming, 


| for the sake of argument, that Australia 
- could exchange products to the value of 
_ £20,0000,000 with each of ten different 


in the 
The 


countries, which would mean, 


aggregate, £200,000,000 a year. 


Senator CrawFrorp.—What could we 


ae exchange with China? 


Senator GARDINER. — Honorable 


Me ‘senators who had the opportunity a few 
weeks ago of listening to a gentleman who 
_ has spent many years in China know the 
possibilities there are of trade with that 
upreat country. 


Senator Baxnarp.—China has been 


i forced into being a Free Trade country. 
She has not the independence to have a 


_ Protective Tariff. 


_. Senator GARDINER.—I am assuming 
that under a Free Trade policy exchange 
of products to the amount of £20,000,000 
could be effected with ten important coun- 


tries, but by adopting a Protective Tariff 


and drawing a circle round our own 


country we are ceasing to trade with these 


me people in the mistaken belief that we shall 
manufacture all we require. 


But as soon 


as we do that we throw out of employ- 


ment all the people engaged in producing 
_ the £200,000,000 worth of trade with the 
_ ten countries I have mentioned, and we 
naturally have to ask what is to be done 


to replace that labour. Is it to be done 
by the 5,000,000 persons in this isolated 


position ? What is the answer to that? 
It is to be found in the newspapers every 


day. 


_ lyin 
_ Becduse we have a Tariff that has so en- 
hanced the price of goods that the mer-— 
chants in the Rommony eal tlty are SEAINE, 
: to purchase, rae ! : 





Although the Tariff has been in 
existence for only fifteen months, ships are 
idle everywhere. Why is that so? 





; nia than ever. 


powid's shipping is at present idle 


larger? 


| wealth, eons it is ae 


























































Senator Reale 
Senator _ Drake-Bre 7 


smaller. « eh Vuh ean 
Senator ae —One-third 
Senator GARDINER.—Senator 
ten is following on true Protect 
lines when he makes such a misleac 
terjection. Why: are» 
Because we haga had £4 
five years during which trade was. 
tically at a standstill, and in cons 
the warehouses became ae Noe 


warehouses were empty n now. 
Senator Prarrzn. — During t 


T. Givens)—Order! I ask. honc 
senators to allow Senator ‘Gardii 
proceed without interruption, 


Senator GARDIN ER... — It 


portations were a little below norms 
as Senator Drake-Brockman sugge: 
values were considerably higher, ; 
increased the figures to a serious 
We have possibly the richest CO} 
the world, and when we consi 
position in its true aspects and 
what it is capable of producing we 
admit that we possess advantages whic 
are not, enjoyed Ly such | coun 


conceive if it is given a free opp 01 
to develop. But, instead of eve 
tunity being given for its free 
ment, restrictions: are imposed b 
of a high Tariff, 
Senator pe Larete.—You hi 
freedom long enough in Ney 
Wales, and you made a mess of 
Senator GARDINER.—Apart 
Queensland, New South Wales is 
haps, the richest portion of the 
to. S} 


beme 









aa? s Protective ae can be 
dated from about 1870, when, by some 
“means, a Protectionist Government came 
into being, and from that year until 1900 
‘New South Wales was practically operat- 
ing under a Free Trade policy. During 
those years Victoria was operating under 
Protection, and what was the result of 
‘the erowth of these two States? Victoria 
was ae in Paes by many thou- 


‘ aa ae to such an extent that she has 
not only made up her deficiency in popu- 
lation, but out-distanced Victoria by 
any thousands. 

; Senator BakuHap. __Because, so far as 


ae Victoria was not rich in coal, it 
It had; the 
| \dvantage of a Protectionist arto 8 
~ say this because the Victorian people had 
_ to pay for it, and they should certainly 
have derived some benefit from it. My 
honorable friend will not contend that 
Victoria, during the time to which I have 
referred, fell behind in the race with 
New Setith Wales merely because New 
South Wales was rich in coal? 

Senator pve  Larcre.—Undoubtedly, 
that was the great advantage New South 

Wales had. 

' £enator GARDINER.—I have shown 
what were the results of the two policies 
n New South Wales and in Victoria over 
a term of thirty years. I need not quote 
on facts, for the reason that twenty 
ars ago Senator Pearce did this when 
‘Senator de Largie was here, and showed 
in a most Besie way that the workers 
wer in Free Trade New 
‘South Wales than in Protective Vic- 
| I could point to the Australian 
Peeecate Union, with which I have been 
fe ster ip aie produce agreements 


: ae to arrive at anion: Peaauaments 
with the pastoralists, fixing the rate of 

wages to be paid for the shearing of 100 
sheep in New South Wales at a certain 
oa and in Victoria at 5s. less than that 


rice. When it came to the Nake to be 



































paid to rouseabouts or general labourers, 
the same principle operated, and we could 
readily induce pastoralists to agree to pay 
£1 per week and keep in Free Trade New 
South Wales, though under the same 
agreement pastoralists in Victoria were 
called’ upon to pay only 15s. per week | 
and keep. In no matter what direction 
a comparison is instituted between con- 
ditions in New South Wales and in Mig) 
toria during the thirty years to which I 
have referred, it can be shown that 


better conditions prevailed in New South 


Wales. 


Senator Drakre-Brockman. 2 ‘note 
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the cost of living higher in New South — 


Wales? 


Senator GARDINER.—On the con- 
trary, it was lower than in Victoria. 
I take, for instance, the cost of one of ~ 


the staple foods. 


South Australia. 


The people of New South Wales were 
getting cheap meat, and the people of 
Victoria had to pay for dear meat. The 
same might be said with respect to almost 
every other staple food. 
readily understood when it is remembered 
that the ports of New South Wales were 
open to the free admission of foods from 


other countries, including her neighbour _ 
Tasmanian fruits and potatoes © 


States, 
were admitted free to New South Wales, 
but they had to pay duty in Victoria, 
while that State was building up her 
local industries. Consequently, living 
was cheaper in New South Wales than in 
Victoria; wages were higher there, the 
people were better off, and commercial 
businesses and interests advanced with 
strides ahead of those in Victoria. 


I' describe the effect of a Protectionist 
Parliament — 
with a view to the — 
de- 
cides that if any of the masters consent — 
to put money into a business they will 


Tariff in this 
of a country, 
establishment of a 


way: The 


master class, 


This may be 


At that time, Victoria 
was encouraging her farmers to grow _ 
beef, and her people were called upon to — 
pay ‘£1 per head for every beast that was _ 
taken across the Murray River, whether 
from Queensland, New South Wales, or 
This represented about — 
half the price of the beast at the time. 





tax the people of the community suffi- 


ciently high to make that business profit- — 
I take it that that represents the — 
whole of the argument in support of © 
When I speak of the Gahan ‘i 


able. 


Protection. 
lishment of a master class, I have. to 
recognise that that policy is eupported 
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by ‘some of the ‘representatives — of 
the. party of which IT am a mem- 
ber. I should like to say some- 
“e thing with regard to the party aspect 
of the matter. I have been a member of 





“ the Labour party for a great many years. . 


During all that tame r have never: felt 
- bound to refrain from expressing the views 
which I conscientiously hold. | I have 
often found myself out of touch with 
other members of the party on the ques- 
tion of Protection, but I have never 
found the-party eenerally take any excep- 
tion to the honest expression of my 
Views. 
Senator Pavne.—The honorable sena- 
tor’s party believes in_a master class. — 
Senator GARDINER.—The honorable 
senator may be excused for holding that 
view in the light of debates which have 
recently taken place elsewhere. There 
are some great men in our party, and 
‘some great Victorians amongst them. I 
will instance three men who are typical 
- Labour, men, honest, and straightforward. 
- Two of these are members of the Labour 
party, and the third is a little too ex- 
treme to belong to it. It will be agreed 
that Mr. Fenton is quite a typical. and. 
very creditable Victorian Labour’ repre- 
aM sentative. He-is one of the lions of the 
Labour movement. I next take Mr. 
_Anstey,-and when we read his books The 
Kingdom of Shylock, Money Power, and 
Red Hurope, we may reasonably assume 
that he is also a lion of the Labour move- 


‘ment. Then there is Mr. Considine, who. 


is not actually within the Labour move- 
- ment, because it is not extreme enough 
and does not go fast enough for him, — 
Senator Duncan.—He is a lion that 
will not lie down with the lamb: 
‘Senator GARDINER.—He is another 
| Hoa of the movement, a member of an 
extreme section who will not walk side 
_ by side with mild and peaceable persons 
like myself. When these lions roar at 
the master class the very air around them 
vibrates, and persons are led to imagine 





ride roughshod over the rest of the com- 
munity. But when we come to the con- 
sideration of a Tariff like this, what is the 
: attitude of those gentlemen, judging, if 
- not by their words, at least by their votes ? 
_ They practically say that by inducing a 
- master class to put money into industries, 
‘ niu by taxing the rest of the community 


© how, aif. they had the power, they would | 


_ to induce them to do so, they may be 
a looked to t ha fad ime hae to use ictrveapah | 



























































own term, “ a ses pr 
~is what certain lions of the 
‘ment are saying with regard to 
like this. I am not one of feet 
I do not roar very much about the 
class. I say that until the Labour : 
ment is prepared to employ its own - 
without establishing’ a master ela 


ing it Hues not begun tovannia ties th I 
sibilities of ae movement, | oR 


orable senator mean n by hae sae: y 
Senator GARDINER. es mean 


comes to a matter at compre aa 
manship are found able only tor. 
the taxing of millions of people i 
to induce a few of the master class 
money into industries to give empl 
to the rest. I say that until the 
suggest better constructive statesman 
than this, they will not begin to 
the’ possibilities of the Labour moy 


Senator Crawrorp.—Is there 
master class in Free Trade Englan ud 

Senator GARDINER. —I do . 
honestly believe that my remarks can h. 
led any one to think that I regard 
Free Trade or Protection as the be- 
end-all of the labour question, — 
ference to Free Trade Britain ‘mo 
that, while she has often been refe 
by Protectionists as poor, old, a1 
crepit, it was found by the test 
that she was financially rich enoug. 
industrially sufficiently well organ 
win the war, and, at the. same. tia m 
support half ‘of the: staggering ; 
tionist countries and. aia them up te 


faba That. ‘may be oofcael 
illustration to show that seventy ye. 
Free Trade did not. mp | 


ighneat of her RAE 
Senator PRATTEN. —What abad 
tectionist Germany ? | 


Senator GARDIN ER. oT gain 
in the honorable senator we hav 
who is capable of making a fe 
parison. Protectionist Germany 
able to compete with Free Trade | 

‘Senator Prarren.—Was. it 
marvel to the peasy 9 senator h ho 
rt ikem geinet Ne . 






























me - ‘of the iitee re led our 
I do not marvel about it any 
I was referring to a section, of 
Labour movement whese members 
“roar ke lions, but when it comes to a 
constructive statesmanship, 
establish a master. sais to 
mt Tf 

ua a that Broteckne pauls. vive em- 
loyment, and make things better for 
eople, I should ak it. Perhaps we 












by nd I may Phe a. Free Trader because 

fe at the time I reached the age at which 
. g a begin tq think I became 

j the literature of the 
i Henry 
| Se v4 T read his Pree Bias Poverty, 

ae 2 ne and Protection, and all that 









ee ula with a dente a the 
Man! benefit. of mankind. Possibly, absorbing 
mae that literature at that particular period 
_ made me a Free Trader. During all the 
years I have been in public ‘life in this 
country, I have never had occasion to 
lter the opinions I then formed: 
Ma Senator Rrip.—Henry George’s theory 
f Free Trade was based on the adoption 
of the single: tax. 
at Senator GARDINER. ples man who 
ee only the single tax in Henry 
es cannot see ibaa much. 

















GARDINER. —His tueomant 


vincing a true that I have never heard 
_ or read | anything which has caused me to 
Iter the opinions I/formed upon it. I 
sonsidered his theory calculated to build 
: reatness, especially of a country 
lke Australia, which is blessed with-con- 

. itions and resources possessed by no other 
a is the world. For the ie of 








ng Aueeia ich year as we cand: in the 
evelopment a secondary industries, we 








nvestments in industries, We should 
have such an influx of population that in 
a short time our population would be ten 
times what it is to-day. We have a 

untry which, if developed, is capable of 
absorbing 4 great: population aoe ‘Iain- 


estion\of Free Trade was so con- ' 





possible price for their proces Ge: 


Dain its ante in sence! of aie ss 


ness undreamt of by people in other is 


+ 
3 


countries. Last year the revenue from 
Customs duties was £31,928,000. V 
may assume that the prices . Ok our | 
manufactures \were increased to withix BD 
margin of the cost of similar imported : 
articles, and in some cases to a margin 

above the cost of importations, It is, _ 
therefore, not unreasonable to estimate 
that the cost of the Tariff to the peo a 
of Australia runs into’ not less tha 
£50,000,000 a year. 


















bod nee you can have. 


Senator GARDINER.—The Jitter 
between the two policies is this: 
tade costs the Uprigses hudba 







laid on the shoulders of the Se jesse 
able to bear it. With Protection “eosting — 
us millions of pounds, I olka say we 












the equivalent of Free Trade tis come 
sate the people. 


Senator Prarren.—Will the honsrie ae 
senator admit that if we had been manu- — 
facturing some of the things we imported ~ 
during the war we would have got them 
cheaper? . a 


_ Senator GARDINER.—Yes; I at . 
that if we had been manufacturing certain — 
articles when the war started we would — 
have got them cheaper during the war if © 
the Government had taken control of the 
industries and regulated prices. That was — 
the only way we could have expected to 
get cheap commodities from the protected — 
industries of this, country during the war. 
I was for fifteen months associated with — 
the Defence Department during the war 
period, and I had as good an insight into ~ 
trading conditions in this country as any 
other man. No firm was doing the busi- | 
ness of the Department at that time, and — 
I can say that,in almost every case the 
price charged the Department was not a 
fair margin above cost. of production, hat 
the very highest price the protected manu- 
facturers could squeeze from the Govern- a 
ment, notwithstanding that these indus- i 
tries had been nurtured and paid for by a 
the people. When war came the pr : 
tected industries of Australia, 
without exception, charged the highest : 
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“suming” anything of the kind. 


‘Senator GARDINER.—Yes. 
Senator Pratten.—Right! 


a Psonator Senror.—The same conditions 
_ obtained in Free Trade countries during 


the war. 

Senator GARDINER.—Two. interjec- 
tions on the same lines. My argument is 
that Protection is costing this country 
£50,000,000 per annum, while Free Trade 
would cost us nothing. I go further, and 
say that as population increases so will 
the burden of taxation through the Cus- 
toms increase, and, therefore, we want 
something better than the equal of Free 


‘Trade. 


Senator Payne.—The honorable senator 


ee assuming that the protected industries 


have drawn more revenue from the people 
than is being obtained through the Cus- 


toms. 


Senator GARDINER.—I am not as- 
I am 
speaking from the experience of many 
years. When we cease to collect duties 


_ through the Customs we reach the stage 


when the country might get some benefit 


pale 


by way 


from Protection. 
tected adult industries is not ee 
- any cheaper. 


The output of our pro- 


When I was a lad people used to 
about the need to protect our 


native and infant industries. It was only 


_a-question of establishing these indus- 
tries, so we were told then, and before 
long we would get our commodities at a 
i cheaper rate as the result of internal com- 
I need not ask honorable sena- ' 
_ tors if they believe that now. They know 

there is no competition in these days be- 


petition. 


tween the big trading concerns of this 


country. At Lithgow there is a protected 


iron industry, in the hands of Hoskins 
Brothers, to whom this country has paid, 
of bonus or bounties, over 
£209,000, notwithstanding that there is 
an enormous duty upon iron. To illustrate 
my argument that we get no benefit from 
protected industries, I quote the iron in- 


dustry of- Lithgow as a case in point. 


This country, as I have said, has paid 


- £209,000 on account of this industry, and 


aby the same time has given it a handsome 


duty, but if I were a resident of Bourke 
at the present time, and endeavoured to 
purchase direct. from the manufacturers, 


sav, 1 ton or 20 tons of iron, they would 
refer me to a Sydney merchant, and the 
: Sydney merchant ould, Te any, ee) m 


“Senator ' ace gah creas yee the De-. epee me n freight on th 


partment. itself fix the price for many 
Has. articles ? 


that their men must go out of € 


probably. losing 10, 20. 30; and eV 



























Lithgow to Sydney, and aga 
ney to Bourke. HN aagiy : 
Senator Prarren. Are you ow b 
of your facts? | 

Boeke 


make myself acquainted re all the d 
tails. I say it is impossible to buy dir 
from the manufacturers, and, theref 
people in the western district of N 
South Wales have to bear the burd 
rail freights to and from Sydney on 
manufactured products. 

Senator Prarren.—Have the 
railway freights for distribution 
abolished? 


Gea special freights there are unles 
the conveyance of the raw material. 
Before the Government introduced 
Tariff they should have called the 
of industries together to ascertain Ww: 
class of Tariff would benetit them. _ 
not know whether other honorable 
tors have the same experience as 
but I know that every increase o 
that was imposed by the House of 
sentatives affected some industry 
State, and representations were 
to me pointing out that because 
increase in the duty on their raw mé 
they could not manufacture as chea 
formerly. And because of this they p 
it to me this way: ‘‘ Well, even if yo 
are aj Free Trader, you ought to put up a 
cae. in our interes so that. we y b 7 


We Dave protected industries e 
as uel as in era ee and wh 


ness concerns sent ee oxdere to 
Sweden, or Norway, or mecha 
where they could get boxes made 
cheaply. Sydney employers now 


ment, 


Senator Fareparrn. —They ha 
at me, too. 


tee is 3 petting “protection 46 
tent of 50 per cent, by way of du 


60 ies at “through: “increased 
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‘ther raw Paittorinis ware ae eee can 
| efit: by a general Protective Tariff. We 
c ‘can build up our industries if we like in 
this way, and delude ourselves into the 
belief that higher wages are being paid. 
I suppose that if I were to suggest that 
a Protection reduced wages, my Protec- 
 tionist friends would declare at once that 
Thad a bad case. As a matter of fact, 
~~ I do claim that wages are reduced\ by Pro- 
tection. Wages are reduced when they 


 eease to purchase in proportion to their 


value, Let me try to make myself clear. 
Tf J, as a carpenter, twenty years ago 
could. eatn £3 per week, and at present 
- got £5 a week, but. if this £5 would not 
_ buy me more in the way of house cover- 
ing, clothing, groceries, and other neces- 
‘saries of life, it would not be a higher 
wage than £3 per week. Protection creates 
a false impression in the matter of wages. 
‘And it is intended that this should be 
so. The purpose is to increase the cost of 
manufactured products in order to induce 
| the - local master class to invest their capi- 
_ tal in new industries, and so provide em- 
Ployment for the people, who, all the 
time, are being called upon to pay higher 
‘prices for the “commodities. 
_ This policy hits Australia in. the 
_" place where it hurts the most. It 
hits Australia’s primary producing in- 
 terests. ‘‘Build up. your secondary 
industries,’’ say the  Protectionists, 
“and your country will progress.” 
_ That, of course, is a most desirable 
vi doctrine to preach, but I contend 
that the secondary industries should not 
be fostered at, the expense of our primary 
industries. Nine out of every ten men 
v vl oegeed will admit that the greatest curse 
at the present time is the erowding of our 
ay people into the big cities and towns, and 
this infernal doctrine of Protection is 
specially designed to bring about that un- 
_ desirable state of affairs. What is its 
_ purpose but to insure the establishment of 
_ secondary industries, and where can they 
be established but in the great hr 
_ where labour is easily obtainable and, 
eh our seaports, where the raw products ay 
be most readily secured? Of course, in 
_a Democracy like ours, the organized 
Rl eiisors will, in the long run, secure their 
_ share by an increase in wages, chargeable 
against the industry and passed on to the 
consumer. 
Mi _ Senator _ WILSON. 
share, too. 


eae on nt ER.—The honorable 








a 





And a_ very hie 





that I have not been long enough away 
from the bench, nor am I sufficiently safe- 
guarded against a return to the bench, to 
share his belief. I do not think that £5 
per week to-day for a carpenter is out of — 
the way, especially when aj four or five- 
roomed house will cost at least 25s. a 
week, and other articles are high in pro- ; 
portion. It cannot be said that this 15 a Me 
big wae. \ 

Sen at ae REID. tii ¢! as the nilslerl tee ei 


worker, not the mechanic, who is receiv- 


ing the biggest wage to- day. 


Senator GARDINER.—1I do not ony 
to be drawn off my main argument by i 


these side issues, but, at the same time, I - 


do not think anv honorable senator will i : 


say that the unskilled labourer of this 


country has ever got too much for the — 


work he has been called upon to do. a 
Senator DE Larcre.—He gets more in 


proportion than the skilled artisan in ay 


Australia, 


Senator GARDINER.—Even if that is — 
so, I do not think Senator de Largie 


would say he is getting too much. The ~ 


wage for the unskilled man ranges from 
£3 to £5 a week. Probably the average 
is below £4 a week, and so we cannot 
say that he is getting too much. But 
what is happening in this country? We 
are taxing the general community in order 


. to build up our secondary industries. We 


are taxing tens of thousands of workmen 
who cannot themselves be protected. Can 
we protect the coal miners or the miners 
eat Broken Hill by a Tariff? Can we give 
any protection to the public servants of 
this country by a Tariff? Can we give 
protection to any of those trades and oc- 
cupations in Sydney and other capital 
cities that are not concerned in the actual 
production of protected commodities? 

Senator FarrparrRn.—Or the poor pas- 
toralists ? 


Senater GARDINER.—Yes, or the pas- 


toral industry, which is the very founda- 


tion of our prosperity. Take the great — 
wool industry. What protection can © 


we give the pastoralists or the men they — : 


employ? None whatever. Can we pro- 
tect our wheat-grower? In this Tariff the — 


Government have done something for the ie. 
_wheat-grower by providing that hisimple- __ 
ments shall cost him more than ever Desh om 


fore! The wool-grower and the wheat- 


grower are going to get some benefit at 
a distant date from this scientific Protec- 


tionist Tariff, which heralds the dawn of ae 
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afford, by means of this Tariff, to the 
| metalliferous miners generally? We can- 
not, of course, give them any. By this 
“Pariff we are driving employees from our 
‘primary industries to the great cities, 
where our secondary industries are pro- 
tected at the cost of the people generally. 
People ask why the country is be- 
_ coming more sparsely populated whilst 
our cities are becoming overcrowded. 


: the Pitennian. What protection’ c can we 
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Senator Crawrorp.—Suppese that we 


were producing ten times as much copper 
as we are, what could we do with it? 

Senator GARDINER.—A_ portion’ of 
it might profitably be devoted to supply- 
ing the needs of those people in Australia 
who are crying out for telephone com- 
munication. When the honorable sena- 


tor asks what we could do with an in- 


ereased supply of copper, I would ‘recom- 

pial him to go into a store and endea- 

-vour to purchase such a simple little 

I ariteles as a copper kettle. He will then 

find that there are ample uses to whic. 
| oepper may be put. 


If we will only consent to trade 


seth the world. we shall get the 
“riches - of other countries in return 
for: the riches of our own. But to do 


that we must abandon the extremely 
selfish policy which some honorable sena- 
“tors ‘opposite so vigorously advocate. 
_ When I mention the possibilities of trade 
with Japan and China, I shall probably 
be met by some Protectionists with the 
_insinuation that I desire to trade with 
‘cheap labour countries, But, if those 
countries will take what we can produce, 
Iam prepared to take what they can 
produce in exchange for it. I am con- 
tent to leave the whole business of ex- 
| Mis inge to the people who are engaged 
in it, and who will see that they get a 
square deal. Of course, I have no wish 







to imply that the Government are out to 


aed blow at the Empire. But let 
us take as an illustration our attitude 
towards” some of the Mandated Terri- 
tories. Or, better still, let me point to 
our recent action in regard to Fiji. As 
aay is aware, we recently imposed 
upon Fijian bananas a duty which has 
_ the effect of preventing our own people 
- from eating those bananas. Why did we 
do that? Was it because our own 
_ banana-growers | upon the north coast of 
AB - New South Wales, and in Queensland are 
here doing ow well « at of ie in- 


dustry? 








_day about Mr. Lambert, the Lord 


senator has just told us about its 
able little alleys which gsi been 
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Sankbin eis: —Th » € 
to maintain the present 
living. 

Senator Winsox.—And 5 oa 
are a luxury. 3 


ney are to be denied the right: to eet 
fruit because of the action of thi 
liament. | \ 
Senator Wiison.—Sydney is not 
only city in the-Commonwealth. 
Senator GARDINER.—I do nol z: 
for Brisbane, because it has so many 
representatives here; nor do I sp 
Melbourne, which is similarly, 
sented ; but I do speak for Sydn 
queen city of the south, of which 
the honour to be a representative. 3 
Senator CrawFrorp.—The hon 


under Free Trade. _ 

Senator GARDINER. Bb iss, 
Sydney has its depressing places, a 
as its beauty spots; and I ee ft 
earnest to-day in wiping out t ose 
spots as I was thirty years ago. pe 


Taio was deine that prety well nc 

Senator GARDINER.—It is not 
many years ago when people were 
much the same thing about — 
Morris Hughes that they are say 


of Rysiney: apne to the fisc 


require ah I hold in. omy 
auctioneer’s advertisement. in 
daily newspaper of the 24th» 
It is instructive, because it throw 
siderable light upon the value of 
plantations. It reads— = 
A. E, BUDD & S08, 
Auctioneers.) 
BANANA PRaNnra tion. 


Lease of ten acres, choice banana. 
tiful soil, north- easterly aspect, i 
ocean ; nine years’ lease, at £3 per ® 
acres in full bearing,” first crop bein: 
one acre bunching, another ‘planted 
months; balance ready. to plant; pac 
plough, and scuffler;«comfortable dwel 
four rooms and kitchen, veranda on 
sides, which tenant has right to remove < 
mination of lease. £1,750. ‘Terms ca 
ranged, This is a handy place, close t 
and | we can confidently recommend. anj 
search of a good batiana Proposition 
an ‘sigan annie A ie pda bt 


acre, in. aLaeeeee to. ef sum of 
ind his only assets are the cot- 
ich is already there, and which 
. mull down and carry away, 
‘Sena or Crawrorp.—There is the crop. 


the la: Bay take away the crop. He is 
ae to sell the crop for a period of 
ars. But what price is he asking 

% for it? It amounts to £200 an acre or 


Senator ELuiorr. te olde would 
st nearly £1,000 at the present time. 


Senate i GARDINER.—I would not 


ent, As a pat am I know 


Coie 


hat ver, ’ pee can be ae by pulling 


orth " eaual rental of £200 per acre. 
Senator Crawrorpv.—The purchaser 
ould be buying the owner’s crop, which 
worth some hundreds of pounds. 

Senator — GARDINER.—That is my 
int. If ths honorable senator had been 
ollowing my remarks he would know 
that what I desire to make clear is that 
the man who is working a small banana 
olding at the present time, obtains an 
nple Teturn for his labour, and that, 


a 


enato P aie “ue cost many hes 


eds of pe pa 


Vea 
- the advertisement. At Mildura o orangeries 


*: 
ai 


ae GARDINER. iy would like 
omy honorable friends who do not know 
‘Or experience anything about the grow- 
of bape, not to hurriedly ineiruse 


‘on ‘and an apple orchard. In ia case 
the former, during the first year one 
; a crop of some sort. During the 
ge nd year he gets a better crop, and 
du ing the third year his plantation ar- 
at maturity. The banana plant will 


: “2 a tires years. It is chum 


“way of rental, 


“profit out of bananas, 


which: 10 acres of banana growing land 


are offered upon lease for £1,750, with — 


‘an additional £3 per acre annually. ‘oy 
If the profits from — Lt ‘ 
banana culture are so large, Ketek ban re 


growers require higher prices? 


Senator Rrerp.—Most of the growers: 
who tock up land at the price indicated 
in the advertisement would go under be- 
cause it would be too heavy a burden for 
them to carry. 


Senator ~-CRawrorD.—Will onal 
Gardiner give us an instance of an actua 
sale of banana land ? 


Senator GARDINER.—TI could da) s¢ 
The advertisement which I have quoted 
was forwarded to me by my old friend ex- 
Senator McDougall, who states that as 
the Government. are cbtaining some pic- 
tures to exhibit at Australia House they 
ought to send a man up to the Tweed 
to obtain photographs of the Chinese who 
are engaged in the banana industry 
there. He also suggests that they should 
secure other photographs of the firms in : 
Hay Street, Sydney, who handle the ee 
bananas, x 


Senator Rerp.—Of what. place is the 7" 


honorable senator speaking ? On 
Senator GARDINER. —Of the Tweed Ae 
River. | 


Senator REID. —Does the isn oie! 


‘senator mean to say that Chinese upon | 


the Tweed River grow bananas to the ex- 
tent that he has suggested ? BR 

Senator GARDINER.—I have not the % 
slightest objection to Chinese making a 
‘When once they 
set their feet upon our shores they have 


_every right to become full citizens of this 


country. But I can.imagine somebody — 
interjecting ‘‘What about the men who — 
srow bananas in Fiji?’’ Fortunately I 
have a first-hand knowledge of them, be- | 


cause I worked there for twelve’ months. 
‘I found that during recent years the — 


coolies from India are taking up land 
there wherever they can get it. The 
Fijians themselves, too, are experts in the | 
cultivation of bananas, In. passing, I 
may mention that one of their number is 
the equal of our best strike leaders. Not 
so long ago he engineered an industrial ; 
disturbance which had for its object — the 
shipping of only Fijian bananas. 
fortunately the Government. of the Island 


‘broke down the strike by landing him in 


gaol upon some trivial charge. I unde: Str 
stand that he has sinca been asc wie, 4 





' monwealth. 


_ they are stored here, 


times not. 
were the poorest paid workers I ever saw, 


_ becoming 


colour from ourselves ? 
_ apply that principle to the banana trade 
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ee 


Who are the people who grow bananas in 


| «Biji? 


They are British subjects. The 
flag about which some honorable senators 


talk in such a way as to suggest that they 
alone have a right to praise it, floats over 


them. Now, Fiji offers a splendid open- 
ing for trade to the people of the Com- 
Its very climate lends itself 
to this. 
Senator Prarren.—Did the honorable 
senator like it ? 


Senator GARDINER.—When I went 
there I weighed 14 st. 10 Ibs., but though 


' I speedily lost nearly a stone, I returned 


to Australia after twelve months of work 
still weighing 14 st. 10 Ibs. Owing to 
its moist, wet climate, it is impossible to 
store things i in Fiji in the same way that 
Flour itself quickly 
becomes mildewed. Consequently there 
is a constant call for the things which the 
island produces. If we refuse to take the 
bananas they grow, we lose the trade we 


would otherwise secure by having a com- 


plete line of steam-ships running regularly 
between their country and Australia—a 
most important consideration to the Aus- 
tralian people. During the period I spent 
there, which was over twentv years ago, 
I found that New Zealand was twice as 
alert as Australia to obtain the Fijian 
trade. Its commercial travellers were 
always on the look-out to ascertain exactly 
what the people of Suva and other centres 
required, and took very fine care to supply 
them with it. The labour on the banana 
plantations in Fiji consists of coolies and 
other coloured people, who are sometimes 
controlled by white proprietors and some- 
The coolies, although they 


somehow managed to pool their funds, 
and, by picking up small -pieces of land 
as they became available, were rapidly 
land-owners, and organized 
their trade in a way quite equal, if not 
superior, to our trade organization. Are 


we going to refuse to trade with these | 


people because they are of a different 
How would we 


in Australia? Our policy is that once a 
man, is legally entitled to come here, he 
can go into business here, and we do not 
care of what colour he is. There is a 
constant demand for this fruit in Aus- 
tralia, and it has not been supplied at a 
high price, yet it is to be shut out by 
means of an exorbitant duty. — > 
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Senator CrawrForp. — Barna 
eighteen for 6d. in Melbourne to- 
Every barrow was loaded up with ! 
yesterday. La 

Senator GARDINER. — That 7 an 
happen at times from the way the fruit Ba 
ripens on the bunch. Once decay sets in, 
they have to be sold immediately, or they — se 
are worth nothing. We have put on. a 
duty of ld. per Ib., or about 3d. _ per” 
dozen, which is really 100 per cent. of the — 
value. The quotation I have read oe 
that the banana-growers in Australia 
have one of the finest businesses possible. — 
If a man can earn in nine years ae : 
to pay £2,000 in rent, and the right. to.” 
go in, it must be an ‘exceptionally fine 
business to get into. The wheat-grower Mh 
cannot do that. We have no import ae 
on wool, but wool brings in the Bere 
share of the wealth that keeps‘this country — 
moving. Wheat finds a huge share, also. 

Senator CrawFrorp.—Every oe i 
finds its share. Re 

Senator GARDINER. —Then a not 
give every industry a free run? Wecan- — 4 
not protect. wheat, wool, and minerals. 
Why, then, make those industries. Pay for oie 
protecting a few people ? it 

Senator CrawFrorp.—If we are to: nage ne 
Protection, let it apply equally to the He 
products of all the States. ‘o 

Senator GARDINER. AT OUME hel 
Minister says this is.a scientific Protective — a 
Tariff, I do not think he will claim ‘that 2 
it applies equally to all the States, How — a 
can it be made to apply equally to in- Ae 
dustries whose market is the world? == 

Senator CrawForp. — Then, is it 
apply equally to those whose ne is 
in Australia. Mi Pan 

Senator GARDINER.—If ever there i 
was a fruit that is a fruit of the poor, it 
is the banana, yet we put a duty of 3d. a 
a dozen on them, and, according to. the ae 
people of Fiji, shut out their ‘product 
altogether. The banana industry of Fiji a 
interferes very little with the banana in- 
dustry of Australia. Fiji has an earlier bY 
and warmer climate, and the bulk of their 
trade is done at a time when the Aus- 
tralian fruit is not on the market. 

Senator Sir Tuomas Giascow Se 
anas bear the whole year round. ij i 

Senator GARDINER.—Yes: but they i 
ripen in one particular season of the year, 
In the warm tropical islands of the Paci) 
fic, the ripening season comes earlier tha ara 4% 
on the northern coast of New South ay 
Wales, or on the Queensland | _ 
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their season is earlier, the bulk of their 
fruit is earlier, so that it is not’a serious 
competitor with the Australian fruit. 
Senator Crawrorp.—The conditions op 
_ the north coast of pra are exactly 
ms the same as in Fiji. 
i Senator GARDINER.—That may be 
80 a long way up north, but most of the 
¥ _banana-growers of Queensland are much 
a _ further south. 
I have here a list of the products of 
a the land in Australia, and their average 
Wi Miata per acre. I have not been able to 
- ascertain the value of raw sugar cane at 
_ the mill, and shall be glad if Senator 
tp Crawford can tell me. 
Senator Crawrorp.—You might say 
oh, a about 45s. to 50s. per ton. 
Senator GARDINER.—The statement 
: e of the productivity of the different crops 
ers the following results:—-For a, ten- 
a period ending in 1919, oats averaged 
17.02 bushels to the acre for the whole 
of Australia, and the value per acre was 
ee 6s. 10d. Sugar, for a five-year period 
gs best I could get from Anibbs— 
showed a return of about 30 tons of cane 
Hea ty the acre for the northern coast of New 
South Wales, and about 20 tons to the 
i acre for Queensland. 
Senator Crawrorp.—New South Wales 
H Bas a. two-year crop. 
Senator GARDINER. — What 
Queensland 2 
Senator Crawrorp.—A one-year crop 
ae the centre and north, and a two-year 
| _ erop in the south on the average. 
a Senator GARDINER. — The higher 
fe fetuirn in New South Wales is due to the 
_ fact that sugar cane is grown there in 
much smaller quantities. Those figures 
' give a return from sugar cane in New 
ee Wales of £67 10s. per acre, and 
_ £45 per acre in Queensland, for the five- 
year period I have taken. In potatoes, 
_ the average crop over ten years was 2.59 
i: tons, at a value of £14 8s. 3d. per acre. 
eid al wheat, the, average return was 11.17 
"bushels, with a value of £2 6s. 5d. per 
acre. In maize, the return. was 26.35 
_ bushels, of a value of about £5 per acre 
on the average. In hay, the return was 
1.23 tons, or a value of £4 2s. 6d. to the 
vee acre. — 
i Senator Crawrorp.—Can you give us 
“the cost of production per acre? 
Senator GARDINER.—That will not 
st) fiber: my argument. I only want to show 
O Bes difference in the return per acre from 
‘the rich cane lands of Queensland and 














has 





ae tae 


gs 












, for many years? 


northern New South Wales—the richest 
cane lands in the world—and the return — 


from the lands of Western Australia, 


South Australia, Victoria, Tasmania, and 
southern New South Wales, where oats, _ 
wheat, maize, potatoes, and other crops 
are grown. The people there put quite 
as much labour into those crops as is put — 
into cane-growing in Queensland. a 
Senator Crawrorp.—It is absurd to _ 
say that it takes as much labour to grow if 
an acre of oats as to grow an acre of cane. 
Why not make the comparison complete? 


Senator GARDINER.—Time will not 


permit me to argue all the details, but I 
invite the honorable senator, who is the 
champion of the cane-growers, to disprove i 
my statement. 


Senator Crawrorp.—It will cost £10 — : 


per acre to harvest the cane. 

Senator GARDINER.—Even if it cost 
him £20 per acre, the Queensland cane- 
grower would still have a return of £25 
per acre, as against an average return of 
about £2 per acre for the grower of wheat 
and oats in the other States. Those who 
occupy the richest lands in Australia call 
upon the men on the wheat, oat, and 
potato lands of the other States to keep 
them in their business by paying an ex- 
orbitant duty on sugar. 

Senator THomas.—Is it not according 
to the classics that you always grease the 
fatted pig ? 

Senator GARDINER.—That original 
quotation was too vulgar for me to use. 
I have shown that for a five-year period 
the cane-grower of New South Wales 
would average a return of over £60 per 
acre. 

Senator CrawFrorp.—You do not get 
five crops in five’ years in New South 
Wales. 

Senator GARDINER.—Not from the 
one planting, but the business is going 
on all the time If the honorable senator 
tries to exaggerate the cost of production 
in the sugar industry, I shall be forced, 
later on, to read from the reports of a i 
Commission giving all these costs. What _ 
happens with regard to the duty on sugar, — 
which the sugar industry has demanded 
The producer of sugar 
sells it for what it costs him to produce, 
plus the duty; that is, he sells it at the 


price at which an ayiieidee must sell to © x 


compete with him. Taking the figures” 
since 1901, I find that the workers of Aus- 


tralia have paid to the sugar industry no- iy 


less than £21,000,000, if my assimption 
is correct. 





Australia was selling sugar at half the 

world’s price. 

_ Senator GARDINER.—I know we se- 
ud -enred it ata reasonable price. 

Senator Tuomas.—And New Zealand 
was selling it at £6 per ton less than we 
were. 

Ces GARDINER. that noe be 

During the period [ have mentioned 
we ath ae £21,574,213, which represents the 
“inereased cost incurred by the people of 
Australia, to support the great sugar in- 
oa How ‘has this large sum been ex- 
pended? As the workers of Australia 
taxed themselves to build up this indus- 
_ try, they should know where and how the 
money was used and if it was employed 
for the benefit of the industry. J] have 

a statement, made on oath, which practi- 
“ally proves that some of ‘the money de-— 
_tived from the people’s earnings by the 
“master class in the sugar industry was 

- pad to a fund to defeat the ends of Labour 

_ during a campaign wiwich was in pro- 
gress. I shall quote the questions asked - 
before the Royal Commission on the sugar 
ues and which arose from the wntes 
_ments made by the honorable member for 

_ Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney), who, when 
advocating an amendment of the Consti- 
tution which was submitted to the people 
te means of a referendum, said that the 
», Colonial Sugar . Refining Company had 
Pca £50,000 into a fund to secure the 
defeat of the Labour party. -Some time 
_ after, when the Royal Commission on the 
_ sugar industry was sitting, Mr. Hinch- 
eliffe questioned Mr. Knox, the director 





OF the Colonial Sugar Refining Poe Hy, \a master class to employ our 


in this way— 


Senator Prarrun.—When was that? 

Senator GARDINER.—On the 17th 
A aie 1912. The evidence reads— 

° ONG Re Mr. Hinchcliffe.—I -want. to put this 

he to yon, in addition: Did the Colonial 
ugar Refining Company Limited contribute 

i money out of its undistributed profits or out 
of any other fund belonging to: the company, 
to support the opposition to the proposed law 
_to alter the provisions of the Constitution of 






ae Commonwealth relating to monopolies,’ 


which | proposed law was submitted to the 
‘electors on 26th April, 1911? 
gel E. W. Know.—You ask, did we contri- 
bute anything? | 
Mr... Hinchcliffe. Yes, 
anything? ; ; 
als Mr: H.W. Know—That is a arian) I am 
‘te nee ‘prepared to give you any ith ma on. 


did you ‘contribute 
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' y CRAWFORD. Shei the war 
Sonato Cn g . lating to the business of t 


-spectful way to employers, but. 




































or in connexion thei: 





is not strictly legal. : iF 
Mr. Hinchcliffe. —You do 7. de 
contribution was made? =. 
Mr. H. W. Knox.—I do eae gay) 
-about it, one way or the other. Yor 
right to-ask the question. 
The Ohairman.—We have a aut 
question; but no right to compel an 
Mr. Hinchcliffe. rol thought I was gi 
company, an opportunity to repudiate 


Mr. Parker Moloney I thought. you wer 
to suggest, if we had paid the £50,00 
where it had gone. Iydo not say that, 
“have gone with a very good’ object. - 
did not make that contribution, 

Mr. Hinchcliffe. —You did not make 
tribution ? 

Mr, B. W. Knox.—I do not * say. we 
make the contribution; we did sh 
contribution, — ° 


Here is a Gonkenvon em es 

which the workers of Australi 
per ton duty, and the money is 1 
create the master class by whom ° 
employed. — But as soon as a q 
arises affecting the industry and t 
of the people of Australia, funds are 
-tributed by this idustry : but fo: 
purpose? To prevent an amendi 
the Constitution. 


employers to assist them in such 
pose. The people controlling this 
are exploiting the richest sugar a, 
the world; but the men in th 
areas, in ther coal mines, an 
wharfs cannot get any such p 
and to enrich this class they hav 
Under this Tariff the workers of 
munity will have to contribute s 
and will continue to assist in es 





eople. Some honorable sena 
take exception to the term 
class,’? but I am not using it 1 in 


an opponent of their system. 
the employing class in Austral 
as good as in any other coun 
world ; \but in a Democracy s 
we are able to compel the empleo 
to give some measure of justic 
employee. Very often when t 
ing class have said that they 
harassed and injured by the 

_ the workers, experience has she 
nine cases out of ten the dang 
were supposed to be threateni 
arise. The predictions as to. 
follow the . demands: made by 
































bei ae 


the means of reducing their profits, 
but saa enable have et and in 


Buring’ this or perhaps any ate session, 
s it enters into the ramifications of trade 
nd employment throughout Australia. 
Coming back to where IL commenced, I 
am opposing this Tariff because it will not 
o what the Protectionists think it will. 
5 will not. be the means of creating addi- 
tional employment ; it has never been 
hown that high protective duties pro- 
duce that result. It is difficult to under- 
stand why such exce:sive duties should 
have been imposed twelve months ago 
ig Great Britain and her Dependen- 
es, as well as other countries, were stag- 
3 ring out of the ring in a battered state 
ooking for every means of reccvering 
Ny ee former position, and, as far as aie: 
tralia was concerned, this is the most 
disastrous stroke . that could have been 
dealt to Britain’s trade. During the war 


e  sngaged ee on war work, and ne 


: ¥ cee a cae of ole no one can 
abt submitted a measure such as this. 


* (ite pacned the Assist- 
ang Winibter for Defence (Sir Granville 
rie), the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook), 

e Minister for Repatriation (Senator EK. 

D. Millen), and the Minister for Defence 

_ (Senator Pearce), and, in saying that they 

_ also possess a majority of the intellect, I 

do not wish the statement to be regarded 
as offensive to their colleagues. I know 

: oh the ae ont of the Executive 


wave never resi in any eee 
» the employing class. They may have 


a longer extension could not. be granted 


and the number of men they employ. The 


eriod the operatives of Great Britain , 





Senator PRarran. Mon a aueced va 
privilege. I understand that the time ~ 
of an honorable senator is limited to mae Ge 
hour and a half. ae 

The PRESIDENT.—Yes, on the first Mis 
reading of the Bill. Bae 

Senator Pratren.—Should net - ee Ff 
ure Orders be suspended to enable | 
the honorable senator to proceed ? is 

The PRESIDENT.—No; the Standing 
Orders provide that an additional thirty 
minutes may be granted on motion; bub 








without suspending the Standing Orders 

Senator GARDINER.—I thank honor 
able senators for the courtesy extended to 
me. This question exceeds in importance — 
any other matter [ have ever addressed — 
myself to in the Senate, and as my time 
is limited under the Standing Orders, it 
makes it absolutely impossible for me to 
place my views before honorable senators. 
After much labour and investigation, I 
have collected a good deal of information 
concerning the industries of Australia to 
ascertain the value of their production, — 


schedule consists of hundreds of items, 
embracing thousands of articles, and 
honorable senators will readily admit that — j 
it is impossible in the limited time at my Ri 
disposal to deal with the matter ina «© 
proper way. I know I will be told that — 
these items can be discussed in Committee, 
but I think it would be better on a © 
matter of this sort if I exhausted the | 
subject—if that were possible—at this ik 
juncture. 

Senator Pzarce.—The honorable sena- | 
tor will have another opportunity on the 
second reading. . 

Senator GARDINER.—I am not. seek- 
ing that opportunity, and that is why T hs 
any¥ speaking on the first reading. What ie 
is important to me to-day will, IT am 
sure, be important to other honorable 
senators later on. It is unwise to have Ws 
one’s time limited to a number of minutes 
when questions of this magnitude have. to it 
be considered. eRe 

Senator Rowrii.—You gave us nine A 
hours on one occasion, and we do not want) ag 
that again. AN 

Senator GARDINER. —Perhaps “not. ae i 
I have not as yet touched the basis of this Sa 
matter. Tait 
The Tariff proposals of the Gove ea age 
ment affect the whole business of the 
Commonwealth, and IT would like the Go- a x 
vernment and the Senate, even at Ries 
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Customs Taraff 
ave hour, to delay the passage of the 
Bill. They could then call together the 


iy - manufacturers of Australia and place this — 
Tariff before them, so they may have an 
_ opportunity of saying whether it will 
injure their businesses or what benefits, — 


if any, will result from its operations. 

Senator Rrerp.—Many of them have 
been clamouring for it, as the honorable 
senator knows. 

Senator GARDINER.—TI do not know 
that. I know that people engaged in the 
manufacture of artificial flowers complain 
that the Tariff interferes with them most 
seriously by imposing duties on materials 
which they use. They say that they may 
be compelled to cease manufacturing in 


_ Sydney and in Melbourne because of the 


‘Tarif. I might refer honorable members 


to the box-makers. 
conversation with me, 
big companies—TI shall not mention their 


One of these, in 
said that certain 


“names, since I have had no) opportunity 


of testing the truth of his statement—who 


use his boxes, as soon as increased duties 
- were 


imposed on timber immediately 


cabled orders to other places for boxes 


the makers of jam in this country ? 


am ve ane senator would do SO. 


already made, because the Tariff would 


make the locally-manufactured boxes more 


costly. I have shown how we protected 


the sugar industry to the extent of 


£21,000,000 in twenty years, 
£1,000,000 in a year. 


or .over 


I ask honorable 


‘senators to say whether that has been any 


help to the fruit-growers in Tasmania or 
IT am 
aware that the makers of jam are given 


a rebate on the sugar exported in their 


jam. They do not obtain any rebate on 


‘sugar used in the manufacture of jam for 


consumption in Australia. ‘We have im- 


posed Customs duties for the benefit of 
_ the users of rich sugar lands and the richer 
_ sugar companies, but what are we doing 
for those who are carrying on businesses 
‘that are not nearly so profitable, but 


which require sugar? 


Senator Crawrorp. — The honorable 


‘senator’s arguments are especially directed 
against the industries of Queensland. 


Senator GARDINER.—1I hope the hon- 


- orable senator will not be biased against 
me. 

Senator Crawrorp.—I promise not to 
be as biased as Senator 


Gardiner has 
been. 


Senator GARDINER.—I hope that we 


can discuss this question without bias. 


Senator CrawFrorp.—I wish the honor- 


are given protection under t 


to which I belong 


~The old time bang, made boot, ty 




























































Wie 
; ey wer 


e Tari 
time permitted I might show. Sey 
is not a single industry which has 


been at honetit to the people. — 
Crawford should be prepared ee 
that a man who reaps a crop worth 
an acre receives very handsome pro 


more than £2 5s. per acre. “No. ) 
question that sugar is a very fine’ 
but I do not see why we should 1 
duties for the benefit of the own 
rich sugar lands in Queensland 
the north of New South Wales, whe 
more out of primary production tI 
those engaged in fruit-growing, 
growing, and the production of 
articles of food. 
Senator RowELL.—Was not the 
tion of sugar due to members of t 
to which the honorable senator be. 
preventing the introduction of i 
labour to Queensland ? | | 
Senator GARDINER. Pea i 
most laudable thing for which the 
can claim © 
was the prevention of the admi ; 
indentured labour, which was_ 
other name for slavery. | i, 
Senator Crawrorp.—I can info 
honorable senator that Queensland 
be very glad of the opportunity t 
out of the Federation, even thoug 
should lose the benefit of the dut 
sugar. ie 
Senator GARDINER. an 
senator had better get behind he 
party, who, apparently, desire to 
number of small States in the Fet 
I have already mentioned that 
years ago Senator Pearce proved coi 
sively that Victorian workmen wot 
under worse conditions and for poorer 
than did those of the other Stat 


building up of neaeery. 
stance, the manufacture of boots. 
to- day to pay for a pair of boot 
the price for which I could have bte 
them forty years ago from the 
maker, who made them on his | 
Senator Botton.—And they 
ferior quality to-day, also. = © 
Senator GARDINER. —There can 
no comparison in the matter of q 








a fae aa| 






_ same degree. 
- Senator GARDINER. —Then, 
' Reed is there for a Tariff? | 
| Senator Sir Tuomas Guascow.—What 
were the wages of the bootmaker thirty 
pared to those now paid 


what 


years ago com 
in the trade? i 
"Senator GARDINER.—I suppose that 
the labour cost of a pair of boots to-day 
“48 about 3s. Machinery does the rest. T 
Yemind Senator Glasgow that wages de- 
pend upon their purchasing value. Thirty 
ap ago_ls. would purchase 5 lbs. of 
beef; to-day, 1s. will ‘not purchase more 
than 1 Ib. Considering the purchasing 
_ value of wages, the wages paid thirty 
years ago are about equal to the 
“Wages paid to-day. Tho manufacture of 
_ boots has been protected in Victoria for 
| fifty years. Protectionists have con- 
stantly said, “‘ Let us build up our indus- 
‘tries by protective duties, and then local 
competition will settle the prices.” Yet, 
» aiter fifty years of Protection in Victoria, 
the boot manufacturing industry is ap- 
‘parently as much in need of propping up 
by Protection as it ever was. 
_ Senator Prarten.—lIs it nota fact that 
boots are cheaper in Melbourne than they 
are in the Old Country? 
_ Senator GARDINER.—I do not think 
itis. In the old days it was the custom 
_ of Protectionists to say that it was neces- 
_ sary to protect local industries from the 
_ products of cheap labour in all the coun- 
tries of the world, and: we were often re- 
minded of the cheap labour of Great 
_ Britain. One result of the war was to 
- increase wages in Great. Britain, and 
_ there is not nearly the same difference to- 
a day between the wages of the bootmaker 
' am Australia and in Great Britain as there 


Ny 
me 
Tis 
a; 
cH 
(toy 
rs 


_ was thirty years ago. 
Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 8 p.m. 


Senator GARDINER.—1I shall -‘con- 
etude my remarks with some figures deal- 
_ tng with the statement made by Senator 
_ de Largie as to the relative progress of 
_ Victoria and New South Wales during 
_ the 30 years from 1871 to 1901, with 
' Victoria under Protection, and New 
_ South Wales under a Free Trade policy, 
_ the figures in each case being taken from 
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the Census returns. In 1871 the popula- 
tion of Victoria was 730,198, and of New 
South Wales 502,998, the difference in 
favour of Victoria being 227,200, © 
1901, after New South Wales had en- 
Joyed 30 years of Free Trade, and Vic- 
toria 30 years of Protection, the popula- — 
tion of New South Wales was 1,354,846, 

“and of Victoria 1,201,070, the difference 


in favour of New South Wales being ~— 


153,776... During the 30 years—1871 to 
1901—the population of the two States 
increased as follows:——Victoria by 
470,872; New South Wales by 851,848, 

Senator Russrit.—Would it not have 
been strange if New South Wales had not 
increased her population to that extent? - 
| Senator GARDINER.—Here are two 
States populated with the same class of 
people, one imbued with the ideals of 
Protection which is indorsed by honor- 
able senators opposite, and the other 


living under a system of Free Trade, par- 


ticularly m the closing years of the 
period ; and as we have seen. New South . 
Wales outpaced the Pfotectionist State. 
Senator Pratrren.—What about the 
difference in the area of the two States? 
Senator GARDINER.—Can it be said 
that Victoria, with a population of 
1,000,000: people, is overcrowded ? 
Senator Botton.—What is the popula- 
tion per square mile? | 
Senator GARDINER.—I know honor- 
able senators opposite can find an answer 
if they wish to do so, but the plain fact 
is that New’ South Wales under a system 
of Free Trade increased her population at 
a much greater rate than Victoria, and 
the people are the best judges of the con- 


ditions under which they live. I had no 
intention of endeavouring to placa 
Queensland at a disadvantage. My pur- 


pose was tod deal with every industry 
affected by the Tariff, commencing with 
that of primary production, When we 
reach the Committee stages on the Tariff, 
I trust. that,;we shall do something ta 
knock out the duties on all motor tractors 
and implements required by the farming 
community, and also on motor cars and 
motor cycles used for the convenience of 
the people. 

Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [8.4]—-~ 
I am pleased to have the opportunity of 
making a few remarks on the first reading 
of this measure. The speech to which [ 
have just listened came as a surprise to ~ 
me. I did not know that there was such | 


bi eg 











thing so paradoxical as a pronounced and 
consistent Labour representative in this 


‘views. , It is inconceivable to me that a 
man who believes in a White Australia, 


country, a man who believes in good con- 
ditions for the workers, reasonable hours 
of employment, good wages, good factory 
conditions, would allow the product of 
. black labour to enter this country. <A 


great deal has been said about the master. 


ho Svelases vom I do, not care very much about 
this clamour. : 

| Senator Prarren.—Senator Gardiner 
vey not say much about the alternative— 
the political boss. 


gest that the workers of Australia should 
be their own master class, and thus be 
able to énjoy the benefits ‘of Protection. 
Senator Gardiner and I are like two men 
‘ ~ who are building an edifice. We have 
- he foundations in, but the superstruc- 
ture does not please either of us. Sena- 
tor Gardiner’s idea is to pull out the 
foundation altogether, while I contend 





the superstructure. It is impossible to 
: ‘una up a young. nation in Australia 
y a unless we protect our industries against 
caer” 








“the” cheap labour of the outside world. 
_ The question of Protection is one of far- 
ie » reaching importance. 7 
a to the creation of new industries, to the 
introduction of more people, more tax- 
payers, more consumers of the farmers’ 
_ products, and more carriers of the gun 
to defend Australia if ever the necessity 
arises. Senator Gardiner’s idea is to rely 










primary industries; but, as about three- 

_ fifths of our population are not employed 
Bt the. primary industries, we must realize 
“that without Protection our population 
ft would be considerably reduced, and our 
¢ “Bosition as & growing nation be very much 
a worse than it is to-day. By its failure 
: abi ‘protect, a Customs Tariff becomes a 
ee ; very agreeable method for production of 
_ revenue. It is a peculiar trait of human 





to pay by way of indirect taxation double 
_ the amount we are disposed to render 
eo the fairer way of direct taxation. By 


to ‘the ext 


ee subscribing to Free Trade 


Senator EARLE.—I am going to sug-. 


that we must keep it intact and improve. 


nature that, as a people, we are prepared. 


eans: of Customs duties you may tax me. 


a rancuaed Free ‘Trader i in usteie k | 
1 could not conceive that there was any-- 


enbo will not allow Asiatics to enter this 


the commodities ‘wai require, will d 


Tts success leads 


would willingly. pan it, but 
extract from me £5 by a 
the upkeep of the nation, 
shall protest. As with me, 
others. And so, I say, Prote 
comes an a aie ts of 3 revenue 
tion. fe eA 
































































is not protective. - 


Senator EARLE.—I dunt it m 
There is distinction between the 
tion of a protective and a revenue 
but still a revenue Tariff can 
protective to a certain extent, 3 
face the fact that a successful P : 
Tariff, insuring the manufacture ¢ 


an important source; ot revenue 
therefore, Government will have 
other avenues for the carrying | 
vernmental functions. This shoul 
a very difficult matter, for beside: : 
facturing sufficient for our own Cor 
tion, we shall, I hope, build up 
port trade in manufactured good 

as in raw materials, and as we 
we shall have more people up 
we may levy the necessary taxa 
carry on the government of the | 
The high cost of government is 
much concern to a large number o: 
outside, as well as imside, the 
ture. We have the machinery - 
40,000,000 or 50,000,000 of peo 
therefore, if we had that number, 


increased. These remarks also 
the national debt and other gove 
responsibilities, I have given vy 
ful consideration to this’ eae 


eae the cost per Heh 
very substantially reduced. 
the Free Trader dies hard, I d 
there will be found in ‘Austral ny 
with sufficient virility to aa 





an importer interested only i ; 
business. If we are agreed on 
we must apply ourselves to th 
of perfecting a idee (Ohi 















































sides, namely, the manufacturer 
: goods and the en with 


ag eee the i oriar be 
tting him to import cheap ee I 
a say, “ Let them all come in.” pak 


4 it shall be equitably divided between 
the putas (oe and the 


itions, cits manufacturer will pay the 
owest wage, that the worker, by the exi- 


Ac while hé will sell his manufac- 
tured eoods at the highest price that the 
yeople can be induced to pay, owing to 
the absence of competition from the out- 
de world. In such conditions, the 
anufacturer may grow rich, but the 
ker and consumer will become poor 
ndeed. Of these evils, the most important 
been removed during recent years by 
establishment of workers’ unions, of 
itration Courts, and Wages” Boards. 
B; means of these institutions, the worker 
Wnyariably gets a fair deal. But if he 
be the father of a family, the trouble is 
that fae that more than he 

as gained a worker as the 
sult of PPrctéetion is being filched 
this case, the difference between Free 
de and. Protection becomes micro- 
eal. _ But hard pea. the case of 


ae miner. oN o Wages ny no 
tration Court, no union or Customs 


oa en mine. Whether the mine 
h or poor, he has to take his place 
1 equal terms with the rest of the con- 
rs. The wonder is that in this rather 
: Bree the whole of these men are not 


generally considered, recognises 


variably such material can be exported 


g provision that the benefits derivable ' 


- that, In countries where certain articles 


him in his capacity as a consumer. 


. bution to- a ant would be appalled 



















from the earth, and Medea Pea 
may give them the local market for the th 
manufacture of that raw material, in- 
Consequently, they are directly no better 
off under Protection than they would be 
under Free Trade. : 
Senator THomas——I always. ae 
stood that the locally-manufactured article 
was made cheaper by means of Protee- 
tion. 
Senator EARLE—That will “hel a 
ultimate result. If the honorable senato 
chooses to look up statistics, he will sec 


are admitted free because they are no 
manufactured locally, those articles are 
dearer than they are in those countries in 
which they are manufactured and pro 
tected. In this connexion I refer him to 
the prices of agricultural implements in 
New Zealand. The wonder, I repeat, is 
that the whole of these men are not Free 
Traders. To their credit be it said that 
the vast HENS of them are Protection- , : 
ists. oe 
Senator Garprver.—Except when» ig, 
comes to a duty upon explosives. , 
Senator HARLE.—I am not sure that 
they were truly: represented when that 
great protest in another place was put up. 
in opposition to the duty upon explosives. 
My own experience of miners—and I have 
had a pretty long one—is that the vast 
majority of them believe in fostering — 
local industries. I admit that it is difi- 
cult to see how these men can be wie 
given their fair share of the benefits of — 
Protection. But that difficulty does not 


relieve this Parliament of its responsibility 


to protect the consumers generally. It is. 
admitted that the prices charged to the 
consumer are altogether out of proportion, 
to the cost of production, and it is reason-— 4 ) 
able to suppose that this evil will be in- — a 
tensified with a more complete Syston es 
Protection, 

¥ am not blind to the fact that a 
great many of the commercial evils. 
which afflict Australia to-day are the 
result. of lack of system in. distri-. 
bution. lf honorant senators | could» 
















We have enough boot and shoe shops in 
Melhoutne to matt the duigimigne of 
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New York or London. We have enough 
drapers’ shops in Sydney to supply the 
needs of the whole of Australia. 


Senator Pratren.—Why, the people 
could not get into them. | 
Senator HARLE.—Under a_ proper 


system of organization it is nob necessary 
that all who wish to purchase should 
enter a shop. 

Senator Paynze.—The more business 
establishments there are the better. 

Senator HARULE.—The more business 
establishments there are, the more the 
people have to pay. 

Senator Payne.—The more competition 
there is the better. 

Senator Prarren.—The honorable sena- 
tor would rob the women of Australia of 
half their pleasure, 

Senator EARLE.—That is all right so 
long as they are prepared to pay for it. 
This waste in distribution applies, not 
only to our secondary commodities, but 
also to our primary prodtcts. I suppose 
that honorable senators have had the ex- 
perience of at least half-a-dozen milk 
carts following one another down a par- 
ticular street where one cart was sufficient 
to supply the requirements of the whole 
neighbourhood. 

Senator Payne.—That is competition. 

Senator EARLE.—The honorable sena- 
tor is absolutely wrong. Let him en- 
deavour to purchase a quart of milk from 
any one of those carts cheaper than from 
another, and he will find that there is no 
competition between thém except for the 
privilege of serving cistomers. For that 
very doubtful privilege of being served 
by half-a-dozen men instead of one, 
the consumer has to pay from 10 per cent. 


: a 20 per cent. more for. the necessaries of 
life. 


Senator Payvnr.—The honorable sena- 


tor would put all the profits into the 
pockets of one man. 
Senator HARLE.—I want honorable 


senators to make suggestions with a view 


to overcoming these difficulties. It 
is idle for us to be merely destruc- 


tive in our criticism. We must 
endeavour to be constructive. When 
we recognise that an evil exists, it 1s 


surely our duty to attempt to remedy it. 
I have already said that the idea that 
there is competition between these trades- 
people has been exploded for many years. 
They have long ago given up the homi- 
_¢cidal policy of cutting each other’s 
throats. se | ‘ 


ne aay 
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Senator Wirson.—I am decal tha 
honorable senator is not one of 
tradespeople. ae 

Senator EARLE. Aa have’ had a go 
deal of experience in this éonnexion, ~ 
my own town @ baker, who served me 
upon an average with a loaf of bread p 
day, has been in the habit of travel ling 
over half-a-mile to deliver it. I No 4 
pay for that waste. If the le of 
Australia require a dozen men to dance 
attendance upon them when one would be 
sufficient, they must expect to pay for it. | 

Senator Payne.—The honorable ‘sena- 
tor is in favour of monopolies? = 7) 

Senator EARLE.—Under propel con- va 
ditions, yes.. im 

Senator DraKkEe-BrockMAN. Jina ihe a 
orable senator is assuming that one milk ae 
eart could carry all the milk “ “uae 
one street. \ is 

Senator EARLE.—So it could: fe of iby 
course, I admit that the power to remedy ny 
this condition of affairs does not rest with ~ 
this Parliament. It is not desirable that 
it should rest with us if the State Parlia- in 
ments will do their duty t® the people. we 
But if they will not take a hand im this — 
very great problem, the sooner our a i 
monwealth Constitution is amended 6o as 
to give this Parliament the power to 
remedy the evil of which I speak, the 
better it will be for Australia and its 
people. Depend upon it, if we cannot 
protect the consumer, Protection, will he 
a lamentable failure. Take our present 
experience by way of illustration. Ay * 
duty has been imposed upon manufac: < 
tured woollen goods. With what object? rr 
To create a home market for the wool « 
which is supplied by our farmers and pas- Wy 
toralists, to allow our manufacturers to” : 
pay good wages to their artisans, and to — 
enable our people, to be supplied with 
goods manufactured locally from Austra 

But have we achieved thaty — 
object? Honorable senators know per 
fectly well that to-day the cost of the wool ~ 
to the manufacturer is about as low as a 
ib ever was. | i 

Senator Rem.—QOh, no! | ee 

Senator EARLE.—I have it from 9 
men of experience that to-day average 
quality wool has to he sold, if not be 
low its cost of production, at a very 
narrow margin in excess of it. “Althoug 
that is so, the manufactured goods ae . 
anything over 100 per cent. more than ~ 
the actual value of the wool. That will 
















not do. 


Ne 







... price. of the ictiporied? 
Senator EARLE.—I am not dealing 
with any special incident which may have 
‘happened before, during, or since the 
war, but with the principle of Protec- 
‘tion as it is going to affect the Australian 
“mation. I base my forecast of what is 
- going to happen on our experience up to 
the present. The same applies to boots 
‘and shoes. ‘Hides to-day are as cheap as 
ever they were; but what have we to pay 
‘for our’ boots and shoes? ‘What is the 
muse of honorable senators saying” that 
“Ythey are going to make a success of |Pro- 
_ tection.if they do not take some steps to 
“protect the consumer? 
done. We must fail. We shall become a 
> slaughing-stock if we go on as we are go- 
“ing. We miay place duties on imported 
goods, which make it impossible to im- 
port : but. the producers of the local 
article will continue to levy a toll upon 
“the consumer which it is not possible for 
him to meet. I am not arguing that the 
game condition of affairs could: not occur 
“ander Free Trade. It could, and would. 
‘If we had Free Trade, -we should have 
‘the same imposition by the importers 
_ that we have now by the manufacturers, 
“or by the men. who buy from the manu- 
‘facturers—I dod not. know which is the 
‘more responsible. Therefore, to abandon 
‘Protection is certainly ‘no remedy. 1 be- 
Mieve the remedy at present is with the 
-  BStates. “What I recommend as a remedy 
is, first, the licensing of.trades to the 
“necessary number for the supply of the 
‘different commodities, thereby eliminat- 
é <ing the wasteful and ridiculous competi- 
“tion which is going on now; and then the 
i “fixation of prices to protect the consumer 
_ ‘against exploitation. | Honorable sena- 
_ “tors probably had during the war some 
- » rather unpleasant experiences in the 
_ »matter of price fixing; but if they do not 
 -recognise' the absolute imperativeness of 
| ‘doing something of the kind, their idea 
_. #of Protection will be just as ‘paradoxical 
sas Senator Gardiner’s advocacy of Free 
 ) SBrade. 
“Senator Pratrren.—When ‘the _honor- 
_ sable. senator talks, about: licensing trades, 
_ «does he.allude to the distributine trades, 
ae rand. mot, to. the manufacturing trades? 
ay Senator EARLE.—I refer distinctly to 
ae Spi distributing trades. We licence some 
trades now. In my own. State, chemists 
a ae atta ea are licensed. 
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‘Senator Dau —So are sweep sBEO> 
moters. 

Senator EARLE.—There is only one 

of them. there. ; 

Senator, Crawrorp.—-It.is the ance | 
industry of Tasmania. 

Senator EARLE.—It is -not prokeapel 
as the banana and sugar trades are. In 
fact, 1b has been treated rather eruelly 
by this Parliament. ie 

jt »must not be iinferred from my ~ 
expression of © these thoughts that. I. 
any 
pohey of Protection. J am-not. .I ama 
Protectionist because: 1 believe that no | 
other policy is of any use to ‘Aus- 
tralia. © Kven 
the experimental stage, and we had no 
guarantee of its Ae. 3 success, we must ~ 
recognise that if under Protection we. 
build up new industries, and those in- 


adustries eannot be controlled or compelled 


to give the Australian consumer. a fair 
deal, this’ Parliament can, by practically 
a. stroke of the pen, and perhaps by less 
than that after a certain Bill has been 
passed, remove that’ Protection and sub- 
ject those industries to the cold, and in — 
such a case, cleansing, influence of world 
competition. But if, through Free Trade, 
we prevent, the establishment of any in- 


dustry and the importer will not play the 


game, we leave ourselves helpless. There- 
fore, even if we were only experimenting, 
it would be far better to take on Protec- 
tion than, to launch out into Free Trade. 
I should like to impress on those gentle- 
men in another branch of the Legislature, 
who claim to represent the farming in- 
terests of Australia, the, necessity for 
earnestly considering ‘this fact: If there 
are no industries in Australia for the» 
manufacture of any particular product, 
we are then.at the mercy of the importer, 
and experience all over the world shows 
that if there is no local competition the 
price of an article, whether it is agricul- 
tural machinery or anything élse, is @ 
great. deal higher than in those countries 
which have their own local industries. 

I wish specially to stress the attitude 
of the workers towards industry. I said 
earlier that I was going to suggest that 
the workers ,should become their own 
master class. J shall show how, if they 
only exercised their brains and the 
judgment which they ‘ undoubtedly ‘pos- 


sess, instead of following the lead of ir- 


responsible people, they, could quite easily . 


way weakening on the 


if Protection were “in 





‘pe 


4 ie their own gee pet cea ‘cer- 
tainly be better off than they are now. 
“Whether those who claim the responsi- 
Rupaity of directing the industria] destinies’ 


of the workers of Australia are correctly 


“4 representing them or not, we find that. 
even so late as the holding of a great 
Labour Congress in the Trades Hall, Mel- 
bourne, only a few weeks ago, the very 
same doctrine was put up to the intelli- 
gent workers of Australia, and adopted 
by them as was put up to the ignorant 
peasants of Russia.. That is a lamentable 
state of affairs. [I am quoting from the 
World of Sattrday, 25th June, which. 
published an official report, which’ it 
gays was ‘‘ presented to Congress and 
adopted.’’ Speaking of what they call 
the capitalist class ssyand the working class, 
they say— 
Between these two classes the struggle must 
eontinue until capitalism is abolished. Capital- 
ism can only be abolished by the workers 
united in one class-conscious economic organiza- 
tion to take and hold the means of production 
by revolutionary industrial and political action, 
to secure a complete change, mainly the 
abolition of capitalistic ownership of the means 
of production, whether privately or through 


the State, and the establishment in its place 
of social ownership by the whole community. 


’ That is exactly the doctrine that was put 
up by the advocates. of the Bolshevik 
~ revolution to the people in Russia. We 
- have had recently quite a number of most 
_ reliable reports on conditions in Russia. 
There was one from Dr. Haden Guest, a 
_ Labour member of the London County 
- Council and secretary to a Labour dele- 
gation to Russia, who, in October, 1920, 
wrote a series of articles to the London 
Times, in which, in a clear and most em- 
phatic manner, he explained that the 
condition of Russia to-day was absolutely. 
hopeless. There is also Emil Vandervelt, 
_ the Socialist Tepresentative from Belgium, 
_ who writes in the same strain. I have, 
too, a quotation from Mr. H. G. Wells, a 
- man who is as well known to the workers 
of Australia as any other English writer. 
‘His contributions to the English Clarion 
and his many pamphlets and books, writ- 
ten jor the benefit and welfare of the 
workers of England, place him amongst 
‘the most honoured advocates of the cause 
of the ‘‘ bottom dog ’’ in the Old Coun- 
try. My quotation is from his Russia in 
ithe Shadows. | Surely those people who 
‘5 attend the Labour Congress read those 
books and know what has happened in 
Russia? — 
ay, pemtos, Earle, Avihy 
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upon the yorker hs 
tion of doctrines. which 
ruin in Russia. I do not § 


I do say that the doctrines AN 3 
the revolution brought about the i 
tion of the Russian people. = 

Senator GarpINER. — The h 
senator then prefers the old syst 
Czar. | 
Senator EARLE.—No, 18 ope 
not. No doubt the Russian peopl ie 
driven to very extreme action. | 

Senator Prarce.—Because th 
able. senator does not believe Bt 


hélieve a in Leni (i 
Senator EARLE.—That is 80.5 
not conceive any person. living 
democratic Australia giving ¢ 
tion for a moment to the polic 
has brought about the chaos, r 
desolation of Russia to-day. — H. 
says, in his Russia in the Shador 

If it goes on for a year or so more 
cess of collapse will be complete. 
be left of Russia but a country of © 
the towns will be practically desert 
ruins, the railways will be rusting im dis 
with the railways goes the last vesti | 
general government. ‘The peasants ar 
lutely illiterate, ‘and, collectively ays 
capable of resisting interference, but inc 
of comprehensive foreseeing and orgal 
They will become a sort of human sv 
state of division, petty civil wars an 
squalor, with a famine whenever th 
are bad; and they will be brecaus 
for the ‘rest. of Europe. 

Senator GARDINER. —When ¥ 
written ¢ 

Senator EARLE.—Last year. | 

Senator’ Keattne.—Since then 
have introduced capitalists from 


within the last three eile 
scribed it as a city of the dead. 
Senator EARLE—I do neo 
that many of the leaders of the 
to-day will take much notice of 
say, but I believe a large nu m 
workers themselves will do so, a 
to impress upon them that if 
have any chance of making A 
dustrially a ae we musts 





























ruing to hae from the 
eir employees. That has been 
over and over again. It has 
en n con ided that, by bringing up the 
st of producing an article to practically 
ie, there will be no profit left for 
alist, class, and that will result in 
tion of capitalism, So far as 
3 represented by the master 
e is nothing to prevent its 
the workers now. They can 
ir own master class without 
he doctrines jargn by their 
aders. 


Orawrorp. -——They ee gone 
Queensland, where all State 
are run ata lp i 





ew figures to illustrate what I am say- 
In 1918 there were in Australia 451 
hia 1920 































oe “3031, 938 “days, valned at 
f B44, In Queensland they lost 
086 days, valued at £845,592. In 
: Australia they lost 567, 103 days, 
at £314,987. In Western Aus- 
they lost 897,196 days, valued at 
146,509. in esaiia they lost 178,428 
Lys, valued at £87,321. These fioures 
epresent a total for the Commonwealth 
E 18,383, 090. days lost by the workers of 
lia, valued at £10,942,160. This 
was” incurred during ‘a period when 

Huis, fe aon Courts, Wages 


oe 
eat 





; ne Giegested for the settle- 
‘of industrial disputes between 
r and employee. 
ye and organizing aa ay and 









senator is a fool. Wie ee 


employing classes are getting more than’ 


Dominions. 


‘The workers 


~eome to deal with the schedule than in 
- any general debate on the pan 





| Se EARLE Bh ae fool | mig ight 
make such an interjection, though I “do I 
not wish to suggest that the honorable a 


















Senator pr Larcre.—If Senator Earle © 
had ever been a member of a co-operative 
concern such as he suggests, he would : 


know what would happen. 


Senator EARLE.—Honorable sna 
will admit that to the workers of Aus- 7 
tralia this time and money represented a : 
dead loss. If their contention that th 





their fair share from the products of the 
labour of the worker is correct, it is 
surely reasonable for me to contend tha 
if the workers spent the money they lost 
in strikes in the organization of indus- 
tries of their own, they would have done | 
better than by wasting it in the way Woe 
did. i 


I have spoken longer than I intended Bie 
I shall, speaking generally, support the 
duties as brought to us from another ~ 
branch of the Legislature. There are 
one or two that I consider rather high, 


. We must, in giving effect to a Protec 


tionist policy, have regard to the purchas- 
ing power of the community. If by Pro- 
tection we ereate for an article of manu- 
facture a fictitious value higher than the \oce 
community generally is inclined to pay oss, 
for it, the industry concerned must, be). ¥," 
injured. In some cases where I believe ~ 

the protection proposed goes to that ex- = 
treme, I shall probably oppose the duties 
provided for in the Tariff; but, generally 
speaking, I am convinced that no’ otherwy% 
policy is of any use to Australia. We 
must have a Protective policy so qualified 





that its benefits shall be equitably distri- 


buted amongst all the people. If we  — 
secure that, Australia will become not 
only self- contained, as we desire, but one 
of the exporting countries of the Bue 












Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoria) TGs 
[8.56]—Having gone through a very ee 
arduous Tariff discussion in another _ 
place, it is not my intention to-night to. 
argue at length the question of Free 
Trade and Protection. 1 think I am 
known to be a fair Protectionist, and I 
will let matters stand at that. The Tariff 4% 
ean be far better dealt with when a ; 
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I was debating a previous Tariff, I recol- 
Ject that when honorable members’ had. 
been speaking for some time their fellow: 
‘members used to ask how they were going” 


to.vote. That.is what they wanted. to get 
at. When. I. was. in. Cambridge, I 
attended a class. in. economics, and. 


the professor was secretary to. the great. 


Cobden. Naturally, when I arrived here 


as a callow youth, I was a decided Free | 


Trader. When I found my father en- 


gaged in an industry which but for Pro- - 


tection would have ruined him, I saw 
that there were arguments which might be 
used on the other reidek 
Senator pp Larer.—Then how is the 
honorable senator going to vote? 
Senator FATIRBAIRN.—I am going to 
vote in the best interests of this country. 


IT want a fair deal for the primary pro- 


ducers, and also for the manufacturers 
of Australia. I am one of those who 
believe that a great deal of manufacturing 
can be profitably done here; but I am not 
prepared to support extreme protective 
duties which might injure our great 
‘primary producers. That will give hon- 
orable senators some indication of the 
way in which [ intend to vote. 

Senator Russell; who is in charge of the 
Bill, claimed that in the present proposals 
we have at last reached a scientific Pro- 
tectionist Tariff. I think I can show the 

honorable senator that it is not quite a 

scientific Protectionist Tariff. 

_ Senator Russerz.—That was a joke be- 
tween Senator Gardiner and myself. The 

honorable senator wanted to know whether 


this was a ‘‘scientific’”? Protectionist 
Tariff, and I answered him with the one: 
word, “‘ Yes.” 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—There are 


_several matters which, in my’ opinion, 
“might be profitably considered before we 

tackle the Tariff, ‘The first to which I 
shall refer is the question of exchange, 
' We cannot have a scientific Tariff when, 
if we buy £1 worth of goods in Franee, 
we must pay £2 for it because of the 


adverse rate of exchange, whilst if we: 
spend £1 on goods in the United States of 


America, we shall only receive: 15s, worth 
of goods for it. It will be seen that the 
Tariff must apply very unequally to im- 
ports from those:two countries owing to 


~ the difference in the’rate‘of exchange!, 1: 
should like to give a short réswmé to show: 
how’ the matter of exchange ‘has. been: 


oh, 


\ Alp 


- ISENATE] 


‘right, because the mint rate was the‘ 


ought to have adopted the course: ‘taken 


'. matter, because. our’ present procedure San 


upon the Minister for Trade and Ous+ 


-done a decision in the High Conpmehiad | 


the bank rate of exchange: 














dealt: with: The: havens ath ve 
and Customs Department: was to base 
value for duty on;the mint par rat 
exchange. Before: the war that was 


rate of exchange. The war! ‘altered all» vi 
that, and in France to-day the mint rate» 
is 25 francs to the £1, whereas the bank 
rate is nearly 50 francs to the £1, ie: 7 
makes an immense difference in’ regard to» mat 
the Customs rates as applied to French: i 
and American goods. The Gove nm mbit 34 





by the New Zealand Government in this’ a 


penalizes French and Italian manufac- e 
turers toa considérable extent. Some 
time ago, pressure was brought tombear 


toms (Mr. Greene), with. the. ron | 
a. Bill was hurriedly passed enabling him: ~ 
te refer such matters to the Board of ae 
Trade for advice; but before this ¥ er 




























a very important bearing upon -thempholel e 
position. The plaintiff in the’ case sued 
the Department for an amount which’ 
he claimed had been overpaid, and thes 
High Court decided in his favours, The: 3 
main Customs Act provides that the duty — 
is to be ascertained by taking the value of 
goods in the country of origin plus 10° 
percent. to cover the cost of shipment to 
this country. That procedure was all 
right before the war, but the rate of ex- 
change completely altered that position 
and,. therefore, to make this Tariff purely 
scientific in its incidence we should 
follow the New Zealand practice. Wh 
ever may be the merits of the Hig 
Court judgment, it must be™ obeyed 
until the law is altered. In effect, th 
High Court decision is that the Customs 
authorities must levy, duty: according to 
It was hoped 
by, all interested that as soon as Parlia= 


ae 
‘% 


ment met this year legislation would ‘be 
introduced to deal with the matter, which. 
is very important, involving, as it does, aye 
tremendous amount of money. Impor i 
from the United States of America fo 
the year ending 80th June, 1919, totalle 
£27,183,792, and for the year ending 30t 
June, 1920, £23,826,313. From Frane 
where the exchange rate had depreciated, 
imports for the year ending 30 June, 
1919, amounted to £1,651,833, and for th 2 
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Yr -»much greater from the United: States of 
_  #America,:where the exchange'had: greatly 
appreciated; and there isno ‘doubt that 


«must levy duty on godds' from that coun- 
* #ry on the same basis as in New Zea- 
;  “‘dand. I hope that even now some action 
‘will be taken to remédy'the existing de- 
fects in administration, so that the posi- 
_tfion between the United States of 
America and, France may be equalized. 
_~ *Senator Russerz.—A. Bill is. being de- 
| ‘pated in-the other House dealing with 
“that aspeetoof the problem. 
' ~ Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Under the 
~ “New Zealand Act the practice is to use 
* ahe mint par rate in computing the value 
_ i imports from countries with an appre- 
_ iated exchange, whereas the bank rate 
4s used for countries with a. depreciated 
_ @urrency. If this procedure were:adopted 
~ «an: the administration of our Customs-Act, 
gtethink.our Tariff would be on scientific 
" Yiimes. This would place.imports from 
| ‘“&hose countries in a position of equality. 
 iT2am. glad to have the ,assurance.of the 
| sMinister that this question is receiving 
' -sattention.in another place. 
_ Another matter which I think should 
_ be dealt with is the new Bills that have 
_ been brought forward. I observe that the 































_ Government propose to appoint a Tariff 
Board of three members, one to be chosen 
. firom the: Customs Department, to assist 
' he Minister.in the administration of the 
Act. I am altogether opposed to the 
_ ereation of new Boards. And I put this 
_ yebjection from «three points of view; 
firstly, that of the public; secondly, that 
»fithe Ministers themselves; and, thirdly, 
‘hat -of the Public Service. It iis con- 
j tended that this Board will be specially 
«charged with the duty of seeing that: no 
' smanufacturer makes too »much money, 
_vand that the consumer gets the manu- 
_ Mfactured product atthe right price. Why 
cannot this be done by the Depart- 
_ yvment as at present constituted? »What 
' fmeed.is there for a fresh Department? 

: Senator Russerr.—There is no such 
“intention. 

"Senator FATRBAIRN. — ‘Does ‘the 
‘Minister mean to say that, with the crea- 
‘tion of this Board, it will not be neces- 
_ sary to have officers and a staff? 
 :Senator ‘Russerit.—Not if I had my 


~sif»we want a really scientific Tariff we 


‘harassing manufacturers. It is 


<a eo 
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Senator "FAIRBAIRN.—-I .am. afraid 


the Minister will not get. his way, and, - 


therefore, the Senaté will have to see that 
this needless expenditure is not involved. 


Senator RusseLut.—The chairman is to 
be an officer of the Customs Department. 


Senator |FAIRBAIRN.—That: is : one 
objection I have to the proposed Board. 
Another.is that this Board is to be a 
price-fixing Department, regulating the 
prices to be charged by the manufacturer 
for his goods. We all know perfectly 
well that, except ‘with Labour Govern-— 
ments,’ the principle of price-fixing is ab- — 
solutely dead. It was tried in Victoria 
and some of the other States, and aban- 
dened; but it is being ‘kept going in 
Queensland and New South Wales, al- 
though I think that even there the Labour 
Governments are. getting tired of it. This 
proposed new Board «will always be 
sug- 
gested that we want scientific evidence a) 
to the incidence of these Tariff duties, but 
we have already. had a Tariff Commission, 
presided over by Sir John Quick. That 
body gave us splendid information on 
almost every Tariff item, but its recom- 
mendations were absolutely disregarded. 
Subsequently, the Inter-State Commission 
made inquiries into Tariff matters, and its 
recommendations met the same fate. It 
appears to me to be impossible to deal with 
the Tariff on these lines, because the in- 
terests are so conflicting. What may be 
the finished article’for one form: of manu- 
facture is the raw material. for another, 
and, therefore, I do not think this new 


Board :will be of very'much assistance. “It 


may, of ‘course, help the Minister for 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) some- 
what, and’ we all know what a difficult 
position he has to fill; but I think that if, 
he set apart some of his own officials they 
could advise him |just as'well in the ad- 
ministration of the Department. 

Senator Drake-Brockman.—As the Bill - 
stands, the Board need not defer to Par- ~ 


‘liament-at all. 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—Up to a eit: 


‘tain extent that may be so, but I think 


that eventually the Minister would con- 
sult Parliament. 


‘Senator Draxe-BrockmMan.—Not as the ~ 
Bill stands. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I.do not think 


that any honorable senator would con- 


sent to such power being given to any ~ 
Board. va 






Rs Ne eta Deane: eye ak a —  Racntly 
ab the Senate assented to similar power 


- = _ being given to the Public Service Arbi- 


_ trator. 

Senator Prarce.—Why not deat with 
‘ighis matter when the Bill comes up? 
- Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I think it 
eught to have been dealt with before. 


When the \ Tariff was under — con- 
sideration in another place, one of 
the main arguments used was that 


if any manufacturer, by means of 
the Tariff, was making undue profits, 
the Board would: advise the Minister. 
Probably quite a number of the duties 
would not have been passed but for this 
assurance. That is why I think the mea- 
sure in question should be discussed be- 
fore we are called upon to deal with this 


‘Tariff. When it comes before us I shall 


.. eertainly oppose the Bill upon that ground. 


Senator Duncan.—If I thought that it 
would be approved by Parliament, I 
would oppose the whole of the duties set 
out in the schedule to this Bill. 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—I do not think 
that the Senate will sanction the creation 
of any fresh Departments. 

Senator GAaRDINER.—Hear, hear! The 

entire Opposition will be with the honor- 
able senator upon that point. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Senator Dank 
_ can has clearly intimated by interjection 
that if the Bill for the creation of a 
‘Tariff Board be passed, he will vote for 
i‘ the imposition of lower duties than those 
which are set out in the schedule to the 
‘measure which we are now considering. 
- Surely we do not desire Ministers to be still 
further harassed with new Departments! 
Look at the Prime Minister’s De- 
"partment It is an enormous one. Yet, 
where is the right honorable gentle. 
man (Mr. Hughes) now! He is upon 
‘i the other side of the world. Quite re- 
be cently, too, the erstwhile official head of 
that Department (Mr, Shepherd) was sent 
to the High Commissioner’s Office in Lon- 
don. How can the enormous enterprises 
which are controlled by the Prime Min- 
ister’s Department be conducted upon 
those lines? If a company were to change 
_ its manager every few months, what would 
happen to it? Then, there is the Re- 
en ames Department, which is presided 
over by Senator EK. D. Millen. It con- 
trols an expenditure of many million 
_ pounds per annum. Yet suddenly the 





enh Geneva, aid anoth 


afraid to use it, 


is made in the interests of thos 
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placed in charge of it, 
stances, is it any wonder that w ve 
of scandals connected with. our 
ments. Very shortly, a unders in 
new Health Department is to be ¢ 
tuted—a Department which is to be 
ministered by Mr. Greene, who i is @ 
palpably overworked. BWA 
There is just one other riba to. 
I desire to address myself. Many 
items enumerated in the schedule t 
Bill are used in our hospitals ¢ 
Australia. As one who takes a ver 
interest in the welfare of those 
tions, I can inform the Minister 
the present time they are experien | 
greatest difficulty in carrying ot 
tions successfully. The Alfred Hos 
which I am president, used to be ; 
an expenditure of £15,000 per 
To-day it is costing £24, 000 per 
The increase is entirely due to. 
hanced cost of living, to the rise i: 
and to the increased cost of medi 
plies. I would like the Minister 
mise that we shall have absolu 
Trade in regard to medical nece 
which have to be imported for thes 
pitals. I am sorry to say that the 
form which ig manufactured locall 
such a character that our doc 


Senator RussELL.—Does the 
senator limit his request to med 

Senator FATIRBAIRN.—No. : 
alcohol for use in hospitals is free, 
great quantity of it is used in 
stitutions in a variety of ways, 
not as medical comforts. I un 
that Mr. Greene is sympathetic 
suggestion. There are, however, 
ber of special items which I think Se 
Elliott, who is also a member of a 
Hospital Board, will assist me to ri 
under the notice of the Minister, with 
view to the remission of the duties 
have been imposed upon them. — 
know that the people for whom th 
pitals cater are unable to affor 
for themselves. The general - 
unable to subscribe to them i 
that they have hitherto done, 
that if the existing duties upor 
articles are retained the State Gor 

ments will be required to heavi 
sidize them. I hope that th ‘Minis 
will favorably consider my requ st, whi U 


least able to help themselves. 



















) ich I take a very ic a interest, 
A that its leading article com- 










































1s not a Protech wee 


sate the honorable senator 


ie ety much a in the absence 
' corroborative details. The honorable 
nator knows perfectly well that the 
reat bulk of the unemployment in Aus- 
Talia during the past five or six years 
i Ae the result of a refusal by those 


ak dg Pee ncispnent which is so 
oticeable in our metropolitan areas. 
Only last 3 yon a strike oecurred which 


dustries, Those industries have not 
recovered from the blow which they 
hen received. I am referring, of course, 
© the strike which took place in con- 
‘nexion with the shipping industry. For 
‘Senator Gardiner to suggest that the 
al riff which has been operative for some 
_ years has adversely affected employment 
1s ridiculous. 

_ Senator Garvrver.—This Tariff has 


onths. oe 
Senator — PAYNE. Wee brought 
it the accute unemployment of last 
The annual strike which dis- 


ocated shipping at a time when it was 


ould be kept going. 
Senator OCrawrorp. The time was 
on when the strike would cause most 


~PAYNE.—No - section of 
nen can strike without seriously 
ing those who are employed in other 
ries, because every industry is 














ei hie 


“fied i in making a steamer concerning. the 
Tariff. He says— 


In his: 


een operative only during the Mink twelve: 
' self-contained under fair conditions. 


bsolutely necessary that the industry: 


C aly. dependent upon another in- | 


re addressing myself to the Bill, I 


uote an paihoo ny tity is justi- We do not want a Wea that My enable 





It is quite clear that the tw greater ‘pone 
numerically in the Federal Parliament. have 
made a definite promise to the ee to give 
an effective Protection. 

OR 


That is so. But what a great many 
us are wondering .is, What is meant by 

‘an effective Tariff”? Effective. for 
what, and effective for whom? That is. i 
the matter which we have to consider 
This gentleman continues— ae 

Australia has long ago made up. its” Bs, 
that it is not going to be a dumping ground 
for the over-production of other countries, and 
that it is going definitely to establish indus- 
tries of its own which will enable it to employ 


its own citizens and as far as_ possible, keep: 
the money within our own borders, i 








That is a very laudable statement toa 
emanate from anybody. But we need 
to analyze it with a view to seeing how 
far this Tariff will be “an effective 
Tariff ”’—that is to say, a Tariff which 
will be effective in the best interests of 
Australia. We must recognise that no 
Tariff can be effective in the interests of | 
Australia if it will be effective only in 
building up certain industries.~ But if © 
by means of a Tariff we can improve ~ 
the conditions of the people as a whole, 
then it will be an effective Tariff. Upon 
the other hand, if it will play into the 
hands of a favoured few in Australia — 
whilst imposing a burden upon the many, 
it cannot be called an “effective” Tariff. 
Tam not suggesting that that will be the 
outcome of this Tariff. On the first read- 
ing of a measure of this sort, we should 
consider what is necessary to build up 
Australia and make it as far as possible. 
Hon- 
orable senators may be wondering whe- — 
ther | am a Protectionist or a Free Trader. 
I believe one can be a Protectionist with — 
out being a high-wall Tariffite. I can 
claim to.be a Protectionist, inasmuch as a. 
want to see every industry possible es- 
tablished in the Commonwealth; but it 
must be established on a reasonable basis. 
I do not believe it would be for the wel- an 
fare of the Australian community to’ 
establish at any cost all the industries that 
it is possible to establish in any country. | 
What Australia needs to-day is a Tariff 
which will give it an opportunity to deve- 
lop industries which are suitable to 1 
and which can be reasonably bee 
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“jndustries to be established in which; 


through the high Protection that may be 
afforded, it will not be necessary for’ those 
engaged to do. their very best. We do not 
want in Australia a jelly-fish, spineless 
elass of people. We want men and women 
of character, prepared ,to do their very 
best, and always to put their shoulder to 
the wheel in advancing the interests of 
the country in which they live. 

There is one feature of Australian in- 
dustrial life which is very noticeable. We 
talk about adding to our imdustries, and 


extending those already established. Is’ it 


possible for us to considerably extend our 
existing industries, or inaugurate new ones 
with any chance of success, unless we have 
available the men who will be necessary 
to carry them on as they should be car- 
ried on?, We all know the condition of 
some of our trades and industries in Aus- 
tralia. One of the greatest difficulties we 
have been labouring under for some’ years 
past. is the lack of skilled artisans and 
mechanics. I want to see our young 
people become the men of Australia, on 
whom we can depend for the maintenance 
and continuance of any industry that is 
established. I do not want to see a posi- 
~ tion created which will netessitate our 
drawing from oversea countries our arti- 
sans and skilled mechamics, while our own 
young Anstralians become merely the un- 
skilled labourers of industry. Unfortu- 
nately, a practice has grown up in Aus- 
tralia whereby the great majority of our 
growing lads, on leaving school and desir- 
ing to enter ‘the industry for which they 
are fitted; are denied admission to it. 
This is due to the legislation on_ the 
statute-books of the various States, which 
provides that there shall be only a ‘certain 
proportion of apprentices to adult workers. 
In the large majority of cases, the propor- 
tion is fixed at one to three. That is the 
~ reason why, in many Australian indus- 
tries the cost of production of certain 
items is very much higher than it ought 
to be. In the building trade, the cost of 
building is very much greater than it 
should be. Any architect or master 
builder will tell you that the greatest diff- 
culty he has had to contend with in the 
last few years is the lack of skilled work- 
men. This is one of the most serious 
problems we have to deal with, and it is 
time appeals were made in every State 

_ Senator Payne, 


3° 


(gee) 


which we have as dante seen) 4 






die for sate an ramen tet fof , 
State legislation as will give every boy @ — 
fair deal, realizmg that that boy is to: : 
become one ofthe burden-bearers of the ro 
Commonwealth in the future. If the pre- : 
sent pplicy is continued, it will Be 
many /years' before the proportion of ~~ 
skilled artisans and mechanies throughont._ 
Australia will become so infinit 
that they will practically die out, and we | 
shall have to rely on importations. ‘Tha: ue 
should not be so. We claim to os 
proud of Australia, and spend scores: fon 
thousands of pounds per year on tech-— 
nical education from the extreme north 
to the extreme south of the Continent, im 
order to enable our lads to find the call- & 
ings for which they are most suited, but 
when the time arrives for a boy to enter 
the trade which he has chosen, he finds — 
in the great majority of ~cases that is % 
debarred by the legislation to which > a 
have referred. 

In considering the Tariff, T hope Pines. 
able senators will recognise that we can- 


Hee, 





not afford to adopt in Australia a ‘policy 

of splendid isolation. As other countries a 
are dependent on us, so we are dependent — hy 
on them. We have one of the finest coun- 
tries in the world, but we must nob be so - 


conceited as to believe that we are the 
only people on the face of the earth—that — 
we are the chosen people. When we read e 
that ‘‘ Australia has long ago made up 
its mind that it is net going to be made ~ 
the dumping ground for the over-produc- 3! 
tion of other countries,” we must in all — 
fairness to ourselves realize that we have — 
to dispose of our surplus products outside — 
of Australia. We may talk as much” as + 
we like about being self-contained, but et my 
is not sufficient to be self-contained, We 
must produce more and more each year 
if we are going to grow, and as we pro- — 
duce more, we shall find that our s 
products are on the increase year by year, 
and that we must find a market for them — 
in other countries. We cannot frame a 
Tariff in Australia without it being knowm 
in other parts of the world, especially in 
those countries with which we have beex 
trading for years, I make these remarks, 
not to suggest that we should make Free 
Trade the policy of Australia, but because 
I believe that im framing a Tariff Re 
ought to consider what is reasonable an 
fair. We must ascertain what is reason 
able protection to afford to the industri 
























































ieee on we are anxious to Gat cailial 
ere, and in doing so we must take into 
consideration not only the Tariff rates, 
but the natural protection which is 
afforded to Australia. Not only has the 
ce of commodities increased in Aus- 
whole world. The cost of packing for the 
-erdinary class of merchandise coming to 
Australia has increased ‘by 200 per cent., 
while freights from the Old Land to eth 
tralia are just about double what they 
“were before the war. The rates on or- 
‘dinary merchandise before the war was 
52s. 6d. per ton; to-day it is £5; and 
during the war period it was £10. I 
“understand that it is likely to remain at 
£5 for some time. ti 
__ Every one recognises the fairness of pre- 
ference to Great Britain, because: we be- 
g ba one “aichaae ‘amily. eee one bag 


nise the true aaeeaane | bly con Aus- 
tralia, and. Great Britain. Great Britain, 


oh ame against any other country 
‘Tavilt matters. Whilst giving preference 
we should ipaakcoon 


a We hana ey cheonelne a very terrible 
var tee the last few Aeigi 


id Bfaction 
France. She 


love - 
was 


also. between picks, Britain 
and we ought to re- 


and the ot of Australia. have been 
accustomed for many years to use articles 
of French manufacture. Consequently 
I say that if it is possible, in dealing with 
e Tariff, to recognize the debt we owe 
0 France, we should do so. 

“Senator. Duncan.—Does the honorable 
senator suggest that French imports 
- should be placed in the same category as 
_ British imports? 

rs See PAYNE.—No. But I say 
’ that the discrimination ss i gaa them 





pri 
tralia, but it has increased throughout the 


The: 





Senator PAYNE. —I was going to 9) 
on the same basis as Holland. 

Senator Knattine.—Or Sweden. = 

Senator PAYNE.—Yes, or Sweden and 

“Norway, and that is not right. 

Senator Duncan.—The honorable sena 
tor thinks that we should discriminate 
between them ? 

Senator PAYNE.—TI dao. 

Senator Russzeri.—lI think there wes 

~be developments which will bring imports 
from France under the duties of the 
- Intermediate column, 

Senator PAYNE.—-I am very glad te 
hear that. We should recognize | the 
awful struggle in which France is engaged 
to-day in the effort to repair the damage 
and wastage caused by the war. Big 
as the task of Great Britain is in this 
direction, the task of France is bigger 
still. 

Senator Duncan.—Does the hanonaie 
senator not think that the preference 
might be mutual, and that France should 
give us some preference if we extend a 
preference to her? : 

Senator PAYNE.—Exactly, and I 
have not the slightest doubt that France 
will be prepared to do so. 

Senator ps Larere.—The preference 
should be mutual also so far as Australia 
and Great Britain are concerned. 

Senator PAYNE.—I agree with the 
honorable senator. I do not know what 
steps, if any, are being taken by the 
Government to secure a preference for 
Australia where we are prepared to give 
a. preference. 

Senator Garpiner.—We ask British 
makers to pay £40 before they can import 
a motor car inte Australia. 

Senator PAYNE.—1It is not my inten- 
tion to-night to refer to the separate items 
of the Tariff. That can be better done 
when we. are dealing with the schedule 
to the Bill. “ 

In the course of his remarks, Senator 
Earle made some comments upon the 
action of Australian | manufacturers 
engaged in the production of woollen 
goods: I felt inclined to say hear, 
hear, to his strictures upon’ that sec- 
tion of our commercial community. We 
have, for many years, been producing 
wool, whilst we have manufactured a 
small proportion of it into clothing and 
textiles necessary for the comfort and 
maintenance of the people of Australia. 

‘sy The great. bulk of ¢ our wool has heen. poe 


» 











~ overseas, and a proportion of at ae beeh 
returned to us in the shape of clothing — 
and textile fabrics. From the point of 
view of quality of production, and the 


: rotite of manufacture, our secondary, 
~ woollen 
satisfactory. I have never been able to 
understand why, before the war period, 
there was not a considerable expansion of 


industry has been eminently 


this industry. Referring to a period ten 
years preceding the war, the majority of 
the mills in Australia had been estab- 
lished on a sound basis. There was always 
a market for their products, 
could not supply anything like the local 
demand for them. I say advisedly, that 
with regard to quality and price, their 
products compared more than favorably 


with similar goods turned out elsewhere 
in the world. But what do we find to- 
day? 


We find that flannel, which is the 
commonest woollen article produced in 
Australia, and one that is an absolute 
necessity to the people, especially to 
older people and children, is practically 
unobtainable by the poorer ‘people i in Aus- 
tralia. The price charged for it is be 


yond them. That isa disgrace to Aus- 


tralian manufacturers of flannel. I say 
this without hesitation, having looked 


into the matter most thoroughly. Before 


the war all-wool flannel was produced in 


_ Australia at 114d. per yard. That was 
the minimum. Grice to the distributor. | 


To-day the same flannel, less 25 per cent. 
in quality, is being charged for by the 


mills to the distributors at 2s. 6d. per 


yard. This represents an advance of 150 


“per cont. in price, with a reduction of 


25 per cent. in quality. Is that fair to 


the people of Australia? If I find in this 
_ Tariff a proposal to increase the duties on 
woollen textile fabrics, how can I be ex- 
pected to support them ? 
ascertain, there has been no increase in 
the eost of production of the finished 

article in Australian mills, and this year, 
when - everyone reasonably expected that 
the price of this commodity would be re- 
_ duced, we find that there is an all-round 
_ average increase in price over last year’s 

prices of 5d. per yard. 


So far as I can 


Is that a reason- 


‘able thing? Everyone knows what wool 


4s worth in Australia to-day, and that 
- Merino wool is not used in the production, 
of flannel. I say that this article, for which 
_ the mills now charge the distributor 2s. 
6d. per yard, can be produced, of the 
tebe quality now turned out, at from 1s. 6d. 


ae 8d. per ia and stil show a en 


and they _ 



































































haeae | eopparieas oe Fs 
earned by the industry befor 
If I mention another item, 
which are absolutely essential, : 
find that practically the same objec 
apply. The distribution of surplus r 
tary blankets, let me say, has 
table God-send to the people of Australi: 


Vie 


But for it, hundreds and, probably pcre 


aa this winter. How gould 
afford to pay the prices asked for bl& 
manufactured in Australia to-day ig 
I did not intend to refer to partic 
articles covered by the Tariff, but I 1 
mentioned these produced by the i in 
specially referred te by Senator 
In deference to Senator " Crtan Te 
not touch on bananas to-night. — 


Senator Crawrorp.—The ho 
senator might, tell us about the ¢ 
carbide, re 


Eioronte to a suggestion made by 
tor Earle which appeared extraor 
to me. He said that in his op 7 
great deal of our trouble in con 
with the high cost of living is due’ 
fact that we have so many distrik 
He suggested that the cost of distri 
might be materially reduced if, f 
stance, there was one large emp 
established to supply one section 
bourne rather than a stent man 
ones. ; 

Senator Baxnar.—Has the he 
senator seen a statement made by 
influential authority that in the ~ 


eagenom the. war iinet 3) the . 


Bi teipator is peoaat into “Close it 
with the individual who uses the | ec 


usiea in the distributing than is 
manufacturing section. 


Senator DuncAn.—What por 
this Parliament over distribution 


Senator PAYNE.—We have 
trol over distribution. Senat 
made that very clear. He sugge: 
things would be much _ bette pin 5, aienan 
stead of having thirty or forty em} miporiita a 
in which people could select the oods 
they required, we had one lar reo 1 
porium, because the cost ft distr ‘i i! 




















ph t Aeeatd not. 
ment—and only such establish- 


can cope with individual pur-_ 
| ecause their requirements are so 


_ £1,000 per week, but its percentage of 
_ overhe expenditure would be quite on 
roportionately with that of a 
ear establishment’ doing a business 
Sor: only £500 per week. After all, 
| _ human being can pay do a cer- 
One 
only 80 
If the 
requirements is 
Shae ies staff must be doubled to at- 
tend to them. Senator Earle was, there- 
fore, entirely wrong in his supposition 
at the trouble in connexion with the 
igh cost of commodities can be met by 
he abolition of the middleman or dis- 
ributor. No matter what kind of 
ystem is adopted, there must be some 
lass of middleman or distributor em- 
loyed, in order that the varying needs 
f individual purchasers may be met. 
Honorable senators who listened to ny 


lieve in competition. It is the soul i 
business. Without it, the general public 
-> cannot ‘éxpect to secure the advantages 
Iabiainable under the competitive system. 
i Jompetition will compel a manufacturer 
_ to give of his best. If half-a -dozen per- 
sons are likely customers for a particular 
ommodity, the manufacturers of that 
icle will naturally be competitors for 
the particular trade, although, of course, 
a hey will not be able to go below a cer- 
ain line in regard to price. I am afraid 
that if we create a monopoly, such as was 
uggested by Senator Earle, we shall find 
that, instead of helping the consumer, we 
: hall be doing the very opposite. 
- In conclusion, I want to say that in 
dealing with this Tariff it will be my 
duty, ‘while helping the commercial sec- 
tion of the community to the fullest ex- 
ent possible, to see that the people them- 
ves get a fair deal. I want Australia 
be made an attractive proposition, so 
‘active, indeed, 
n other countries to come here with 
ry prospect of being able to live at a 
sonable cost, and make some provision 
their old age. I do not want Aus- 
a to be regarded as an expensive 
In which to live. We have oppor- 
ities ie ihe to none in the world for 
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‘varied- —may have a turnover of about - 


as to induce people 
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lieve we can davelun it on seasonshie there 
while giving our industries all the pro-— 
tection they need to enable them to ben 
come successful, but no more. | 

Debate (on motion by Senator Bax 
HAP) adjourned. SERS " 


EXCISH BILL.” aan 

Bill received from the House of Heprelt ay 

‘sentatives, and (on motion by Senator a 
RUSSELL) read a first time. Eas oe 

Senate adjourned at 10.4 p.m, 




















Mr. Derury Speaker (Hon, J. M. 
Chanter) took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and 
read prayers. 


COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN, — 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—What action, if | 
any, has been taken to fill the, vacancy 
caused by the transfer of Mr. Knibbs 
from the office of Commonwealth Statisti- 
clan ? 

Mr. WISE.—Applecations have been 
received, and are now being considered. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 


Mr. MAKIN.—Is the Government pre- 
pared to have a report made on the un- 
employment throughout Australia, with a 
view to its co-operation with the State 
Governments in absorbing the unem~ 
ployed ? 

Mr. GROOM.—TI shall put the ques 
tion before the Acting Prime Minister. | 


FEDERAL CAPITAL. 


Dr. MALONEY.—On 2nd June last L 
asked the Minister for Works and Rail- ya 
ways:the following question :— Aah 


1. How many architects, engineers, sur. 
veyors, draughtsmen, clerks of works, and 
clerks are engaged on the Federal Capital work 
in the Departments of Home and Territories 
and Works and Railways, and at Canberra? 

2. What are their names, _ status, present. i 
salaries with allowances (including travelli 
and other expenses), and the countries - Oh 
their birth? a 


My information is that the weak of super- ie 
vision is about 30 per cent. Will the 
honorable gentleman have the pionigee 
reply obtained, ene the facts as on n the ae 














Pir. GROOM. —I am sorry that, owing 
to my absence from’ Melbourne, the 
matter has been overlooked. I do_ not 
think the cost of supervision is as much 
as stated, but I shall give the honorable 
member the full information. 


TAXATION ADMINISTRATION... 

Mr. MARR.—Will the Acting Prime 
Minister make available for the informa- 
tion of honorable members the cost of the 
Central Administration and State branch 
offices of the Federal Taxation Depart- 
ment during the years 1917-18 and 1920- 
a1? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I shall be a 
to do so. 


WILLIAMSTOWN DOCKYARDB.. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—In view. of the 
situation at Cockatoo Island, I ask the 
Acting Prime Minister whether  ship- 
building is to be proceeded with at Wil- 
hamstown. It looks as if there were a 
falling off in the work there. What are 
te intentions of the Government in the 
matter ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I know of no 
change of policy in connexion with the 
Williamstown yards, where, I _ believe, 
shipbuilding is proceeding, and will con- 
tinue. 


TRADE COMMISSIONER’S 
REPORTS. 

Mr. BLUNDELL.—I ask the Acting 
«Prime Minister whether the information 
collected by the Commonwealth Trade 
Commissioner in the East is supplied 
direct to the State Governments, so that 
persons throughout Australia may have 
equal opportunities of exporting goods for 
which there may be a market? 

Mr. GREENE.—Quite a number of 
inquiries have come from the Trade Com- 
missioner in the East, and the practice 
is to make them public as soon as-they 
reach us. This is done in such a: way 
that people in all the States have the 
same opportunities for taking advantage 
of the information. : 


LABOUR. AND INDUSTRY 

> STATISTICAL BUREAU. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—OCan the .Actmg 
Prime Minister give the House any in- 
formation about the recommendation of 
_Mr. A. B. Piddington, the Basic Wage 
Commissioner, with reference to the am- 
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st 










plification of the Labour and 
Statistical Burean? I understan 
certain. representations of his 
proved of by the Government, 
ing has been done. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—M Pidal 
ton submitted a document of some dng 
the details of which I do not recollect 
at the present moment, regarding further. 
action in connexion with the ove 
of a scheme for the payment of child en- 
dowment. 

Mr. Braxerey,—What I réfetrel a 
was a recommendation for the pee a " 
tion of the present Bureau of Statistics 
concerning Labour and Industry, and Cal 
enlarging “of the present machinery. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That is thet a 
have in mind. Nothing has been done an 
and I do not know that it is contemplate 
to do anything. We are not propos ing 
to carry out the scheme in its en , 
having gone, I think, as far as we can - 
afford to go at the present time. Pro- 3 
posals for further bureaux and new eX- 
penditure must be considered seriously 
before they can be adopted. ft . 

Mr, Buaxetey.—You are not answer- ‘ag 
ing my question. You do not undgersad, | 
it. a 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Then pu a on ms 
the notice-paper, and do not be insulting. — : # 

Mr. Braxerry.—You should be eourte-— 
ous enough to give a proper reply, and 
not evade the point. a Mi 
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SUPPLY OF TELEPHONES 2 
Mr. MARR.—Seeing that the public of he 
Australia, and of New South Wales in 
particular, have suffered great inconveni- = 
ence through the lack of telephones, sd a, 
as a firm in Sydney has 2,000: automatic 
telephone instruments “in stock, will. the an 
Postmaster-General take into considera>_ se 





tion the purchase of these instruments? — 4 
Mr. SE.—The firm in| spent * 


seems to be pushing its business pretty — 
strongly, because, I understand, the ad- — 
journment of the Senate is to be moved Be 
this afternoon to permit this matter to be ~ 
discussed there. In October last, tenders 
were called for the supply of iisenrona a Ce 
instruments, and this firm tendered uns aN cn 


successfully. The offer which was acce “2 
is now being carried out, and a supply of 
instruments is Bh the way and bd ae ici 
daily. Pcie! 
~ jae ; Maa 
ft ae 











SHIPBUILDING AT COCKATOO 


‘Minister é 
- Board has issued instructions which will 
‘have the effect of materially reducing the 
/ wages of workmen at Cockatoo Island ? 
\ Will the right honorable gentleman in- 
quire into the matter and see that yo. 
reduction of wages. takes place without 
the matter being first referred to the 


Weg hos Blech TATE Bk Sa a, SEER ee Oh Sh ot) ure tay EER op 
aye BET BI APNE E Mc ee a Ta NR eR 
Theva, © rae heey Grae eas j2 
¢ i Mie eat | Lae “er: 


prs 





ISLAND. " 
Mr, MAHONY.—Is the Acting Prime 
aware that the Shipbuilding 


Shipbuilding Tribunal for decision? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I shall be very 


" glad to make inquiries as to what has 


actually taken place. I take it that the 


ny ‘Shipbuilding Board is undertaking the 
~ task and obligation laid upon it in the 


terms of the recommendation of the 
Royal GCommission. More than that I 


-  eannot say now. 


Mr. Manony.—Some men are losing 


20s. or 19s. per week. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Does the hon- 


- ‘erable member suggest that they will re- 
_ seeive that amount less than they would 
' . get in private employement? 


Mr. Manony.—I do not suggest it; 1 


cg “say it definitely. 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I shall’ haye 


_ the. matter inquired into. 






_ Kingdom orders.” 





EXPORT OF FLOUR. 
Mr. ‘GREGORY.—I _ have received 


from Western Australia a lengthy ‘tele- 
gram in regard to the export ‘of flour, 
sand the concluding words are “Our mills 


*eompelled to cease milling, owing lack of 
space, although we can obtain United 
Is the Acting Prime 
‘Minister aware that there is any lack of 


: Me shipping for the purpose of exporting our 
produce to ‘the Old Country? 


_ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—My impression 
“4s ‘that there is no lack of shipping, but 
T understand that flour is not a remunera- 


i be tive cargo, owing to the lack of back 


Yoadinge. My opinion is that shippers 


fight shy of flour as a cargo, because it 
does not pay them to carry it. It is a 


reerettable cireumstance, but there it 1s. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. 
| Mr. FENTON.—Is the Assistant Min- 
‘ister representing the Minister for Re- 
patriation aware that undue levies are 


‘being made ‘upon returned soldiers for 
“whom homes are being built by the War 


[13 Jury, 1921.] 


statutory cost. 


‘of ‘soldier repatriation. 


Unemployment. 9979. 


Service Homes Department? At first 


- the statutory limitation of price was £700, 


which was subsequently raised to £800, © 
but some houses are now costing £€75, 
and the Commission is asking the apph- 
cant to pay down the excess £75 In a 
lump sum. Will the Assistant Minister 
do something to relieve the position, as 
many returned soldiers cannot afford to 
pay down such a large lump sum? vat 

Mr. RODGERS.—It was not the uni- 
form practice of the Commission in the 
past to require the immediate payment in — 
cash of any surplus in excess of the 
The whole matter of ex 
cess eost is receiving careful considera- 
tion by the Government, and I hope to 
make an announcement in regard to at im 
a few days. : , 


UNEMPLOYMENT. if 
Mr. MAKIN.—Having regard to the 


increasing army of unemployed, will the 


‘Government obtain a report from the 


various State Governments on ‘the subject 
with a view to co-operating with them to 
absorb the unemployed? Or do the Go- 
vernment indorse the contention of the 
Premier of South Australia (Mr. Bar- 
well) that wages must fall before any 
assistance can be given to the unemployed ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In regard to 
the latter part of the question, I express 
no opinion on the economic aspect of this 
very distressful matter. That can be left 
for other occasions. 

Mr. Parker Moronny.—That is a very 
safe answer. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is an‘answer 
that fits the case. As to the first part, 
it is‘true that there is a very great deal 
of distress throughout Australia, and 
amongst unemployed ‘soldiers. In ‘ae- 
cordance’ with the promise I made yester- 
day, ‘the Government ‘have considered ‘the 
question. ‘In'‘the’first ‘place, ‘I should Tile 
to make it clear that this is nota matter 
: The Government 
never undertook to keep soldiers mm em- 
ployment ‘in perpetuity. What we did 
undertake was that: when the soldiers re- 
turned, ‘they should ‘be restored asifar as — 
possible tothe same position as’ they. oceu- 
pied before the war in)regard to employ-. 
ment. It is claimed :by the Repatriation 
Department that this has been done im a 
very generous ‘way. Sa 










that they would never lack, work. 
Fr. 
eed down the promise, 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—AIl I reply to 


bEhe honorable member for Macquarie .is 
that he has had no personal experi- 
ence of that. The position is that 
-all the returned men have either re- 
patriated themselves, or have been re- 
patriated by the Department, and it was 
never contemplated that the Department 
should carry a soldier until his life ended. 
It merely undertook to give him a start 


on his return to Australia. That was 
done. Chae 
Mr. Nicroutis.—All the soldiers were 


to be given farms. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Many of the 
- gentlemen who to-day are perambulating 


the streets, and leading the unemployed, 
have been treated very generously by the 


_ Repatriation Department. Two or three 
of the gentlemen who interviewed me as 
a deputation a couple of days ago have 
been treated very well. 


Mr: Parker Motonry.—One of the 
men said that he had no work for two 
years. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—One of them 
has received over £100 from the Depart- 
ment for sustenance. 

Mr. McGrata.—Why did not the De- 
"partment find him a job? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
eam bee does not know that the man was 
not found a job. 

Mr. McGrarvu.—No; 
Plenty who have not been. 


but I know 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. —Many for whom 


jobs. were found did not stay in them. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M. Chanter).—TI call the attention of the 
House to the disorderliness of these con- 
tinuous interjections. A member asks a 
question, and when a Minister rises to 
answer it, four or five answers come from 
other honorable members to whom the 
_ question ‘was not addressed. TI ask honor- 
sae members to restrain themselves. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The bulk of 


A GMiaae soldiers who to-day are, unfortu- 
Hately out of employment have’ already 
received very generous and ample assist- 
ance from the Repatriation Department. 
_ Every obligation undertaken by that De- 
< Sones has, I tain been fulfilled, and 





: Panic ‘MOLONEY. The promise ae 
} Niamade to the soldiers before they left was | 


NicHoLus.—The Government have 


~and that he was now out of employ 


consequence, a number of men h 
‘discharged by the proprietors. 


be very welcome. 







fais the whole of that ed 
unfortunately, they he to be 0 
employment. . Lae 

Mr. Nicnotus.—They are 4 ng 1 
feel the effects of the war. oN 


told me the other day that he ha 
engaged with a firm as a brass fi 


simply because the Court had awarded 
minimum wage of £6 2s. 6d., and 


Mr. “BLAKELEY. —The right hon 
gentleman pretends that all the 
ployment is due to aaaciae 
awards ? us | 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I- ‘ara r 
telling the House what this work 
me, and the honorable member, — 
chooses, may “have it out” wit a] 
man. This man had been told f 
proprietors that they could no — 
afford to keep him in ba ; 
it paid'them better to import the mate 
than to make it in Australia under P resent 
conditions. ‘ae 
' Mr. Nicnorrs.—I shall cite cases sk 
ing quite the contrary—cases in 
soldiers have been dismissed beca 
incapacity through war infirmity. 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER—If 
honorable member refuses to o 
orders of the Chair I shall name him 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am. ask | 
information,’ and I am trying fre 
give it; but, apparently, the more 
the less satisfied some honorable me 
are. This matter is, purely and simp! 
one of unemployment; and, 
nately, a large number of soldiers are 
cluded amongst the unemployed. _ Wee | 

Mr, Buaxerey.—And yet Bal are 
ae nee to this on ey vt 


Oratle Crom ber is not in order. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—T shall 
tinue, because what I say does ne 
I was about to - 
some suggestions, but I shall kee 
until there is a better atmosphere. 
Mr. NICHOLLS.—Will the 
Minister for Der eay investigate t 




























































































as” s employed at the Small ‘Arms Fac- 

and was dismissed because, owing 
infirmity, he had lost possibly 
. twelve months out of three years ? Will 
_ the us Minister make an_investiga- 


. Beitr RYRIE—I shall 
i have i inguiries made into the case. 


| “BURNETT LANDS SETTLEMENT 
- SCHEME: UNEMPLOYMENT. 


4 Mr. RYAN. —I desire to ask the Act- 


reference ‘to the proposed advance éf 
-£2,000,000 for the purpose of the Burnett 
ands settlement oe I am in receipt 


yee It is Ve ae for me to 
ke that step to-day, at all events, and, 
perhaps, the same purpose can be achieved 
if I address a question to the Acting 
Prime Minister. Will the right honorable 
gentleman be good enough to make a 


either ay So seipine nor, I think, the 
_ primary obligation to look after the un- 
employed of Australia. That is a matter 
iat has been gladly, freely, and frankly 
ken charge of by the Queensland Go- 
vernment and also other State Govern- 
ents, whose obligation it is. . 
nt MEY. Manony. —Surely the ~ Common- 
wealth has some obligation? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If the Con- 
monwealth: Government can help in any 
way to relieve the situation, that is quite 
nother matter. _I hopethat the conditions 
ow obtaining are extraordinary and ab- 
ormal—that the present unemployment 
may be only of a temporary character. 
. cannot Say, however, because it is 
Oe that is afflicting all countries ; 
part of the process of the readjust- 
ut of industry, and arises from world 


‘ned Belair a med Ca ae Me 


available a small sum of money for the 


‘statement with “regard. to the intention of | 


over _ which we have epee the 


Siuhtest ane ee Bate it is an 
ugly and nasty position to face, and, I 
hope, in speaking as-I do, that I may not 
be accused of want of sympathy with those 
unfortunate people who find themselves — 
in a condition of unemployment to-day. 
What I have in my mind at the moment 
is to see if we cannot get into communica- 
tion with the State Governments to the 
extent, at any rate, of assisting some of 
the more distressful cases amongst the re 
turned soldiers. If that could be done I 
should not be at all averse to making 












purpose of relieving the most urgent cases. 
Mr. Ryan.—Can you give us any ay 

of the sum? ‘ 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1I could not say 

at the moment. aay 
Mr. Ryan.—Three or four million? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Three or ‘fou 
million! I am afraid all the money I 
could make available at the present mo- 
ment would not be enough to open ve 
and develop the Burnett lands. © ty 

Mr. Ryan.—Give the scheme a start. a 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—tThis matter, a 
am afraid, must await a more convenient 
opportunity, and, at any rate, must be 
considered in connexion with our whole 
financial obligations and outlook for the 
year. Unfortunately, I have not an 
unlimited purse, however much [I may 
desire to assist the Government of Queens- 
land to develop these lands. I believe 
whole-heartedly in the Burnett lands 
scheme as an excellent immigration pro- 
position. My trouble is that I have not 
the millions to hand over; and I shall 
proceed very shortly to ask the people of 
the country to give me a further loan for - 
the purpose of discharging our own im- 
mediate obligations to the soldiers. Un- 
til the financial outlook is clear, I regret 
I am unable to commit myself to large 
expenditure, either.in Queensland or else- 
where. ; 
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DEBT TO BRITAIN, a < 





PAYMENT OF INTEREST. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Has the Treatieene ne 
seen the report in the Herald of last night — 
of an interview with Mr. Collins, the 
Secretary to the Treasury, and more 
particularly the following :— s 

Regarding the £3,934,000 agreed upon* vag 
interest, under the authority of Mr. Hughes, 
the Prime Minister, Mr. Collins signed Pe enstal 
sury bills for this amount and handed them | 


to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The 
interest was qnetially Sen on March 31 Ja 
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but, owing to exchange difficulties, it was 
_ mecessary to defer payment, and the Treasury 
hills will fal! due on September 30 next, the 
Commonwealth having the right, however, 
to defer payment of half of the amount until 


March, 1922. 


Task the Treasurer whether that i is, gener- 
ally, correct, and whether the Treasury, 


bills, of which he spoke some little time. 


ago, were issued for the purpose of this 
payment to Great Britain ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—TI shall be glad 
if the honorable member will place his 
question on the notice paper. I hear the 
‘ statement now for the first time, and I 
believe that the facts are substantially 
eorrect; but I shall give the honorable 
member a correct answer to- morrow, if he 
will give notice. , 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 


Tus Wortps Prace: Limiration oF 
ARMAMBENTS—AUSTRALIA’S ATTITUDE 
TO INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M. Chanter).—I have received an intima- 
_ tion from the honorable member for West 

Sydney (Mr. Ryan) that he desires to 
move the adjournment of the House to 
eall attention to a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, viz., “The 
Attitude of Australia towards - inter- 

national affairs, and especially in respect 
40. the following matters:—(a) The de- 
sirability of approving and supporting 
any move made in the direction of the 
preservation of the world’s peace by the 
Imitation of armaments; .(b) the neces- 
sity of requiring; in the public interest, 
more exact information of the proceed- 
mgs of the Imperial Conference now sit- 
ting; (c) the necessity of instructing the 
Prime Minister of Australia that he is 
“nob to approve of any commitment with 
regard to foreign relations except subject 
to the condition that such commitment 
shall be ratified by the people of Aus- 
tralia.” 


Fiwwe honorable seit having risen 
um thew places, 


. Question proposed. Hine 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [3.1]—My 


reason for taking this course is that I 
deem it\to be a matter of very great im- 
portance: that, the representatives of the 
people of Australia in the National Par- 
liament should give ready and willing ap- 
fe ia and support to any movement for 


% 


‘the permanent raspaeedt ofp 


subjects, with the question of the. limita- 


“don, the Government of Australia is) here, en 


in London, arises out of the fact that : 












among the nations of the world, T 
the main purpose for which I submi 
motion. JI have subsidiary purpe 
which are referred to in ads eae 


moved. I a to is necessity ee 

ing more exact information of the pro-" 
ceedings of the Imperial Conference now 
sitting in London, and also the necessity f 
of imposing some limitation upon the 
powers of the Prime Minister of Australia eine 
(Mr. Hughes), particularly in the matter Pee 
of approving of any commitment in re- © 
gard to foreign relations. ‘The whole Tage 
the people of, not merely Australia, but 
the British Empire, and I suppose the — 
whole of the peoples of the world, must ~~ 
have been ‘gratified at the invitation ex- 
tended by the President of the United — 
States of America to a conferente at 
Washington, which will deal, among other — 





































tion of armaments. JI think it well! ‘that 
the views of the people of Australia on 
such. an important matter should be 
voiced in the National Parliament. Itis — 
necessary for us to show’ that, although. es 
the Prime Minister happens to be j in Lon- 


and it is very desirable that our views, 
giving support to any move in the direc 
tion named, should be known promptly. 
It should be known that we favour any-— a 
thing that makes in the direction of the — 
permanent preservation of peace. J honey 
that anything I may say may not be re- 

garded as uttered m any party spirite 
My reference to the Government of Aus- 
tralia being here in Melbourne, and not 





4 At 


tendency has been shown quite recently — 
to leave in the hands of the Prime Min 

ister in London matters that, In” my 
opinion, should be dealt with pene Uh 
refer to an answer given yesterday by the | 
Acting Prime Minister (Sir Joseph — 
Cook) to a question put to him as to trad- 
ing with Germany. The right honorable 
gentleman said the matter was being con- 
sidered in London, and when I asked him 

who was considering it he replied, “The — 
Prime Minister.” We ought to be able to 

decide such a, question here, | 
over, it onehy | to be vanes desided, | 


esirable that ga iy Loge 


the preservation of peace and 
horrors of war. Quite apart 
“Losieaamel and miser that are 


n all the people, “and oe 
e ~ tremendous 
e Meatved in remaining prepared 
_ for war—should he lifted. No one has 
| ;gain and more to lose by war than 
ris workers. _¥t is, therefore, meet that 
any move in the direction of the main- 
mance of permanent Peace should re- 
sive th prompt. approval of the aie 
iv of the workers. 


if : at resolutions that ‘have been 
| th e representatives of Labour, 
ot iy in Australia, but in other parts 
the ‘world, indicating their desire to 
ve something dorfe in the direction of 
ot only the limitation of armaments, but 
solute disarmament. It may not be 
ossible to bring about disarmament in 
he very near future, pi that nent to 


mor eal be. 
at something ean be done in the direc- 
ion of the ‘limitation of armaments. I 


Mdentite we ae Tapa 


the Br ish a party on “Biss sib- 
, and also to the views expressed. by 
“two prominent statesmen and 


a 1919,; at the: Independent 
Labour party Conference, held at Hud- 
lersfield, a. resolution was ‘passed unanim- 

0 ly to thi ‘ 
‘That in ihe. opinion of this Conference the 


oe Nest Label Peace and Liberty of the whole world 


| es if I may vite him, in 
ig on 4th Nee) ‘1918, 


ain the. fin Petit or : mawy, ‘but as to 
country shall most completely disarm. 


ni ee writer in the Ray V ews me 
es 


- Europe has taught us? 


ais there any truth more ead establishe 
ti an this, that if the world organizes | Ba ur 


it must organize for peace. 

old tragedy to begin all over again wit 
characters in a new setting? all the 
wisdom that the slaughter of the. ‘flower. 
Against such t 

ing the mind of this country will rise in 
dignant protest. It will demand that the di 
armament of the enemy shall be followed 
the disarmament of the Allies. If the sta 


the peoples of Europe will abolish it be 
selves. by their own direct action. 


The move taken by the President 
United States of America in callin 


' proposed Conference to deal with the te 


ject of the limitation of armaments: Pp 
sents, I think, a eee occasion fo6) us . 
Breese OM eta 


Ié will help to anes IF the Pe 
of its achieving success if the Parliaments, 
including those of the overseas Dominions, 
take the opportunity to definitely =e 


their views. > 


I wish to refer now to the views ‘put 


before Parliament by the Prime Minister 


concerning the Anglo-Japanese Treaty. _ 
In the course of his statement, prior. to 
leaving for England as the delegate for — 
Australia, the right honorable gentleman — 


made no reference to the question of the — 


limitation of armaments, and the fact was 
pointed out at the time. He confined 
himself to the narrow ground of the re- 


“newal of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance. 


The Prime Minister made no reference, 
either, to the rights of China. The — 


Treaty has to do largely with affairs in 4 


the Far East, with the rights, or the — 
claims, of Great Britain and of J apan, 
and of others, to certain privileges in 
China. Further, the Prime Minister made 
no reference tothe views or wishes of 
the Chinese. I am glad to note that the 
Conference suggested by the President ol 


a representative of China, Hodansey he ne ay: 


interests of tap country are beanie y 


powers. - i | in th 
House, the Prime Minister showed a di 
tinct tendency to subordinate the interes 


of Australia. 


sue a osHPH Cook. —Oh, no! 













_ Mr. RYAN.—That was my impression, 
and the impression conveyed to sections 


support to the Labour party. It was 
pointed out that the Prime Minister had 
expressed views which might have been 
expected 100 years ago of the type of man 
known as ‘‘ Little Englander.” That, at 
any rate, was the comment of one of ‘the 
leading Melbourne journals. The Prime 
Minister not only then revealed a ten- 
dency to subordinate Australia’s in- 
terests, but he is showing the same in his 
utterances on the other side of the world. - 
I need only call attention to the, contrast 
between his attitude and that of the Prime 
_ Minister of Canada. I am expressing the 
views not only of the Labour party, but 
of a large majority of the people of Aus- 
' tralia, when I say that we require a great 
deal more information concerning the 
Imperial Conference than we are getting. 
-. Mr. Warr.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN.—We are. getting only re- 
ports which sound uncommonly like the 
‘Prime Minister’s own statements. 

Mr. Warr.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. RYAN.—It would seem that the 

Conference is being conducted in secret, 
and that the Prime Minister, or some re- 
presentative of his, is sending out to Aus- 
tralia reports of what Mr. Hughes said 
and did, and of how Mr. Hughes has 
dominated the Conference. We have even 
had slabs of speeches actually delivered 
in this House cabled from London back 
to Australia, and being paid for by 
| somebody 

Mr. Warr.—And then we get press 
_ guesses on top of all that. 

Mr. RYAN.—That is\so. We should 
as supplied, at any rate, with the respec- 

tive views expressed by the representa- 
i __ tives of the various Dominions. 
Sir Josrpx Coox. — Supplied by 
whom? 4 

Mr. Warr eBy the Conference to the 

Boveritnonts ef the Empire. 


Mr. RYAN.—I agree with the honor-. 


-able-member. The views should be 
really representative and truly reflective 


of those actually expressed at the Confer- 


ence. ‘There should be an official re- 
. ety 
Sir Joserx Coox .—There is an offi 
pe “eal report issued every day. ie es 

| Mr. RYAN.—There meal be;. pat I 
nD uch pouty it. Tee) 





‘the Empire by means of. 
of the press which do not usually accord 


be expected to come to a ee 


_ leave this grave matter entirely 
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Mr. Warr.—No! 
tending that. 

Mr. RYAN.—The ee renin 
ceive from London would lead us to 
lieve that the Prime Minister has. 
responsible for every successful 
made at the Conference. Indeed 
right honorable gentleman almost 
now to have been responsible for si 
which has been taken by the Presiden 
the United States of America, = 

Sir JosEpH Coox.—Of course, thi 
not ‘‘ party’ at all. ‘ 

Mr. RYAN.—I am trying to kk 
debate apart altogether from ‘‘ pa 
I am speaking now of Australia’s de 
at the Imperial Conference—A usta 
only mouthpiece. The Prime Mi 
has announced, regarding the step 
by President Harding, that he him 
this House, said something similar 

Mr. Warr.—So did  hundr 
thinkers throughout the Empire. \ iio 

Mr. RYAN.—The Prime Minist 
claiming credit for something whi 
diametrically opposed to what he pi 
fore this Parliament before he le 
England. I hope the motion will . 
some step being taken to secure exak 
formation of what is happening it 
don. And, because the infor 
which we are at present receiving 
exact, and because we know. that t 
presentative of Australia is differing | 
the representatives of other great o 
sea interests, such as Canada and 
Africa, it is all the more necessa1 
we should place some limitation uj 
powers. Further, before he can | 
Australia to any commitment regarding 
foreign relations, it should be dete mined — 
here that any such proposal shall ’ 
ject first to ratification by the peopl 
Australia. I moved in that direct 
indeed, before the departure of the ri 
honorable gentleman, and I pointe 
that it was desirable that we shou 
the views of Canada and South 
and how far the interests of Chin i 
involved ; and that we should, if s 
take a bird’s- -eye view of the whol: 
tion after having threshed out at 
cussed every aspect in conference. | Th 
only, and not until then, could +i peo} ) 


it 
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of my motion. From ae scanty 

‘information I have been able to obtain 

through the press reports, it would appear 

that the Prime Minister of Canada 

favoured a referendum on the subject. 

eh. Ou Joserx Coox. — I have not seen 
that, 7 

> Mr. RYAN. —The right honorable gen- 

tleman’s remark shows that the reports 

must be very scanty. 

| Sir Josrpx Coox.—It does not show 
anything of the kind. 

— Mr. RYAN.—Then it shows that the 

right honorable gentleman does not. read 

the newspapers. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—It shows either that 

_. the honorable member has read something 

and does not understand it, or that he is 

making an incorrect statement. 

Mr. RYAN.—The right honorable gen- 

_ tleman is wrong in both matters. I read 

_ and thoroughly understood it. 

- Sir Joszpa Coox.—You understood 

_ that the Prime Minister of Canada wanted 

a referendum ? 

Mr. RYAN.—Yes. ) 

Sir Josspx Coox.—On what? 


~newal of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance. 
At all events, that was stated in the 
press. If the right honorable gentleman 
suggests that the statement was not true, 
the remark shows the need for more exact 
_ reports of what is taking place in London. 
_ The necessity for getting the views of the 
other Dominions of the Empire, particu- 
larly of Canada and of South Africa, 
\ stall remains, and we should know the 
_ views of China on the matter before a 
conclusion is come to. The following 
peoblectae was sent from Shanghai on 
- Tith June last. It was addresed to the 
members of this House, and came as re- 
presenting the views. of eighteen different 
bodies— 
The Anglo-Japanese Altianed has been the 
_ greatest disturbing factor of peace in our 
_ Far East, for it has emboldened Japan to make 
_ descents on) China on every opportunity. We 
Chinese » keenly feel the affronts, indignities, 
egression, suffered from Japan for the sake 
peace. On the Pacific tradal interests and 
friendly intercourse the renewal of the Alli- 
ance would be most unfortunate. We appeal 
_ to you to direct your representatives at the 
coming Convention to debar its renewal. 
Mr. Warr.—This is the first I have 
heard of it. : 
ihe alm RYAN.—It was handed to me, 
and I opened it. I then showed it to the 


ey eth ) 


Mr. RYAN.—With regard to the re- 


ag Te is for Ne ees 
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‘that country wishes us to bring be- 





i peder of the Cone tests pode after: | 
wards sent it on to the Acting ‘Prime — 


Minister. 

Sir Josepu Coox.—It is inion | 

Mr. RYAN.—That is an unfair tate 
ment. Honorable members, if they look 
at it, will see that it was sent on bebali 
of the following bodies :— ; 

Representative, Zunlanching Mancha. pi 
Shantung Silk Association, “Shantung Guild 
Shanghai General Export "Association, Shan. 
tune "Honan Pongee Guild, Skin and Hide 
Guild, Nanking Provincial Association, Hupeh 
Provincial Association, Fur Guild, Wookiang 
Association, White Silk Guild, Egg Products 
Association, Shaoshing Association, Ningpo 
Provincial ‘Association, Huph Guild, Hankow 
Cotton Merchants £ Association, Waste Silk As. 
sociation, Tobacco Merchants sonics: oa 
tonese Guild. i 

Sir JosepH Coox.—But who sonee tt 

Mr. RYAN.—The right horlowaia! 
gentleman does not suggest that the cable- a 
gram was a fake? oe 

Sir JosepH Coox.—I do not suggest iy 
that. 

Mr. RYAN.—There is no dourk that ib 4 
was cabled from Shanghai, addressed to _ 
the representatives of the people of Aus- — 
tralia in this House. It deals with a 
matter, in which the Chinése are con- 
cerned, which is being discussed at the 
Imperial Conference, to which we have 
sent a representative. 

Mr. Bamrorp.—Would it not have 
nc more effective to send it to the Con- 
ference ? 

Mr. RYAN.—The same message may 
have been sent to the Conference. At any 
rate, it has been sent to us in the hope 
that we may pay some heed to its state- 
ments. I do not wish to say a word 
which could be construed as hostile to 
the Japanese. JI have no hostility to — 
that nation, and desire to be on the most 
friendly terms with it. I think that ~ 
we can have friendly relations with 
them, and can consider their interests 
in the Pacific, and at the same time ~ 
give due and just consideration to the re- . i 


" 


presentations of China on points which | tee 



































fore our representative in London. — 
I have drawn attention to this 
matter entirely because I deem it to | 
be of paramount importance that this 2 
Ubi s should express its Riya ‘ 


oes limitation of ueanei bs: 
that when this limitation ae 
achieved a further step may be tai 
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and that conscription ‘may be simul- 
taneously abolished in all countries. As 
General Smuts has said, conscription is 
the tap-root of militarism, out of which 
grows war. This is a step in the right 
‘direction. Therefore, I consider that I 
am not only justified in moving the ad- 
journment: this afternoon, but that I was 
am duty bound to make plam ‘what I con- 
ecive to be the views in this matter of the 
vast majority of the people of Australia. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [3.28].—1 

think that the honorable member for 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), if he desires 
the limitation of armaments, should have 
supported the League of Nations; but, if 
1 temember tightly, he ridiculed the 
formation of that League. 

Mr. Ryan.—That is not correct. I 
did not do any such thing. 

Mr. HIGGS.—Some public men have 
ridiculed the League. 

Mr. Ryan.—They include the Prime 
* Minister (Mr. Hughes). 

Mr. HIGGS.—The honorable member 
considers it the duty of this House and 
of public men generally to do what they 
can to bring about the limitation of 
armaments. He would go further and 
abolish armaments. 

Mr. Ryan.—lIf all nations would agree 

. to 1b. 
/Mr. HIGGS.—It is that “‘if’’ which 
@tands in the way of it being done. This 
Parliament has ratified the Covenant of 
the League of Nations, and has thus 
shown its desire for the fulfilment of the 
abjects of the League, among which is 
the limitation and reduction of arma- 
ments, so far as may be possible without 
fessening the national safety. 

Mr. Ryan.—You are lecturing Presi- 
dent Harding. 

Mr. HIGGS.—TI regret that I did not 
Imow this matter was to be discussed to- 
day. Had I done so TI should have had 
a copy of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations with me. I remind ‘the honor- 
able member that the League is composed. 
of at least forty-four nations. 

Mr. Fenron.—Is the United States of 
America a. member of it? 

Mr. HIGGS.—I shall come to that. 
‘China, which asks that the Anglo- 
Japanese Treaty shall not be renewed, is 
a member of the League, and all -the 
members .of the League have solemnly de- 
clared that they will respect the integrity 
of that country and each other. 
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League of Nations, has done right in 


tude all along, although, no doubt, owing 





(Formal) 2 . 


Mr. Rvan.—Yet China is being cubup 
all the same. «OE Ne) 
Mr. Manony.—Why do we need the 
Anglo-Japanese Treaty? aps. Be 
Mr. HIGGS.—I presume because fhe 
League of Nations has been so much de 
cried. ce en BY 
Mr. McGratu.—lIs not the Treaty eon-. 
trary to the League? Bis aan 
Mr. HIGGS.—Great Britain and 
Japan declared last year that the Treaty, 
although in accordance with the spirit, - 
was not in accordance with the letter of 
the Covenant of the League, and they 
have agreed to revise it, to bring it into 
accord with that covenant. The Deputy 





Leader of the Opposition desires that-we . — 


shall support the United States of 
America in endeavouring to bring about 


a reduction of armaments as proposed by _ 
President Harding. J agree with him 
that we should not say anything to offend 


any nation, and throughout my public 
life I have endeavoured to avoid giving 
offence. I have heard members in this we 
House, or outside of it, refer in objection- . 
able terms to the United States of 
Americaybut I think it is a mistaketo do} 
so; and although I hesitate about eurb- 
ing liberty of speech and the liberty of 
the press, I think that there should be a = 


ies, 


law to prevent any newspaper from ridi- Be, 
culing foreign countries as a certain print ~~ 


has ridiculed Japan, because such ridicule 
does nothing but harm. (Mle 

Mr. Manony.—I ‘heard you say some 
hot things about the Japanese when you 
were in this party. Re Ge 

Mr. HIGGS.—I have never reflected 
on the Japanese nation, though IT have 
pointed out that the rates of wages paid 
in Japan are lower than they should be. 
While mot desiring to offend the United 
States of America, or to reflect on Presis 
dent Harding, I ask honorable gentlemen —_ 
whether that. country, whose last Presi- ae? 
dent. was really responsible for the ~~ 





standing out from the League, and in en- a 
deavouring to set up a new League, 
apparently in opposition to it? ~~). ke 


Mr. Fotry.—What is the main reason wi 
for the United States of America staying 
out of the League of Nations? | <n 

Mr. HIGGS,.—One of the main reasong 


+ 


was that the American people did-not wish ~~ 
‘to jom a League that appeared coercive, 


and: to become entangled in Huropean  — 
complications. That has been their atti- 


/ 
% 
ane 





that it will be ae hard for 
ed country to keep out of any 
yorld that occurs in future, The only 
_ way in which nations can keep: out of war 
i 3 by promoting and fostering the League 
Nations 
of the O pposition (Mr. Ryan), who, by 
his reply to my interjeetion, appears to 
be in favour of the League of Nations, 
to have the maintenance of the League 
laced as a plank on the platform of the 
party he represents. I do not believe we 
hall bring about any reduction or limi- 
tation of armaments unless we support 
_ the League of Nations. | 
’ Im regard to the Imperial Conference, 
he honorable member for West Sydney 


_ must know that conferences of that char- 


ter, at which delegates are assembled: to 
liscuss _matters pera cia! oie aoe 


Mr. ae not? ' 
Mr. HIGGS. Miaguanbe seca for er same 


eorstie member had attended in this 
antry were not open to the press. It 
4 vould not do ae ais or the Dominions 


A opinion oiiotis the delegates. : 
Sir Josrrx Coox.—It would be a dis- 
trous procedure. 
‘Mr. HIGGS —It might be disastrous 
if in the middle of a discussion, and before 
_ the minds of delegates were properly in- 
(Saas to the views of others, their 
ifferences were made public, and dis- 
ous: the public press. I should like 
to know from thie Deputy Leader of the 
Sage whether he is. opposed to the 
Anglo-J japanese Alliance, 
Vo? Mr. Ryvan.-—l have expressed my opin- 
ions very clearly on amother occasion. 
: ai Sey aang gentleman one take the 


E LIGGS. —A simple “ te Yes or 
Hip No Le would serve. The Covenant of the 
‘League of Nations is a great Charter 
that we should all support, and if we 
dl but act up to it we shall not require 
of those international agreements for 

ich the Covenant of the League of Na- 

1s provides. Certain regional under- 

c pines are respected by the Covenant, 

in view of the attitude of some public 
towards the League of Nations it will 


| npossible for some nations that have 


that Treaty to absolutely. abandon 


Tt A eget cone Sechoawt 


J invite the Deputy Leader 


“and if so, it must be ee ys 
United States of America. 


je ee light peas if Britain . denoun 
the Anglo-Japanese Treaty, 
Mr. Ryan.—If the honorable member 
can hier me the final abe of the penis 


form. iat the Foe J ahenoss te hay 
be acceptable to the League of ae ee ne 


Ty S 


Mr. _MaTHEWS. —Can the 


J: apan. revicons a, Tiree? 

Mr, HIGGS.—I am unable to say wus ; 
the particular objection of the United 
States of America is, But I know that dh 
there are certain individuals in America: 
and. in the United Kingdom who are en- 


gaged in the endeavour to stir up strife: 


between the people of the two countries! 


I have been informed that Mr. Hearst is: 
one of those gentlemen in the United 


States of America, and the proprietor of 


John Bull, in England, is another. “But 
the people of the two countries should 
not be misled into hostilities by these 
men. | a 
Mr. Warr.—It does not follow ee : 
if the League of Nations approves of the 
draft of the new Anglo-Japanese Treaty, 
America. will do’) the same, because: 
America is not bound by the League. _ 
Mr. HIGGS.—I think it is deplorable 
that America has stood out of the 
League. She should have come in with 
the other forty-four nations and. trusted 
to her immense influence to secure an 
amendment of the’ Covenant ‘mi: cet) 


formity with the desires and traditions of vat 


the American people. 
Mr. Foutry.—And she should Ber 


_her share of the responsibility, tod. 


Mr. HIGGS.—Yes. 

Mr. Rvyan.—Will the honorable ‘mem- 
ber say whether he is for or against the: 
Anglo-Japanese Treaty before he nea 
what form it will take? . 

Mr. HIGGS.—I have read the “Angle 
Japanese Treaty. a“ 

Mr. Ryan.—Then, what is the use I 
the Conference? The Treaty is fixed : 

Mr. HIGGS. —There is i 
humour in that. The honorable me 
ber’s endeavour to be witty is as elepha 
tine as his attack upon the Prime Mini 
ter (Mr. Hughes). | no 

Mr. Ryan.—Fancy the — le: 
member for Se us a < etees a 
humour! . 7 





























































Mi ational party that words failed him 
_ |) Mr. Ryan.—Oh! That is where ‘the 
vin sting is. 


‘Mr. HIGGS.—There is no sting, bul 


the honorable member made an attack 
upon me in my absence, -I shall take 
another opportunity of dealing with him 
and his claims to political modesty—this 
- gentleman who was so shocked at my lack 
of political morality. 
Mr. Ryan.—I am not at all shocked; 
it was what I expected of the honorable 
osraa 


HIGGS.—The honorable member 


ence himself as so shocked that he 
could not find words to express himself. 
When I think of the numerous parties to 
which the 
_ longed, his chopping about from one to 
the other 


\ Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
_M. Chanter).—Order! 
Mr. HIGGS.—I hope the honorable 
member for West Sydney will come to 
Capricornia so that we may discuss our 
differences on the public platform. 
- Mr. Ryan.—‘‘ Bread or blood !’’ 
Mr. Manony.—" Socialism in 
! time.” | 
Mr, HIGGS.—It is quite true that 
twenty: five years ago I advocated 
Socialism in our time,’’ but I have not 
done that for twenty years. Why? Be- 





our 


-_eause ‘of that human nature of witch the 


- Deputy Leader of the Opposition is such 

a typical example, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Ghar! 
The: honorable member’s time has ex- 
¥ pired _ 
ee iGae (Balaclava) [8.45].—1I 
do not think this House can be ex- 
pected to exhibit its best paces on an 
; - important set of problems of this kind 
_ suddenly sprung upon it. If the cir- 
cumstances were such that the invitation 
of President Harding, or any other world 
vA development, demanded an expression of 
opinion by the representatives of the 
Australian people, it would be far better 
to attempt it upon due notice, and then 


WATT 









party adherence, might display what they 





considered to be the feelings of the Aus- 
I do think, however, 
the honorable .and learned gentle- 






oe tralian people. 


ae the motion was correct 


M ‘HIGGS. One: ee rable aay f 
was so shocked at my joining the — 
- ance, and a strong yee 


honorable member has be- 


| honorable members, irrespective of their 


2 


to-day the world is disturbed to : 


ees aera public to. 


the Australian people, 


-ment of the honorable member fo 


the metropolitan press, and alth 


of the eateleie: ae ae In 


peace, its establishment 





disarmament; and, if. we nee 
matter for weeks, we wore not 1 
dissentient from those theories. — 
fore, I do not think we need wast 
time in admitting: that that is the e:3 
pressed opinion of the representatives 
irrespectiv 

parties, in Parliament assembled, 
would not have risen but for the 


Sydney (Mr. Ryan) in oe to 


tative or any representative at th | 
ference, but there are only. thi 
ways in which the publicity i 
nexion with a Comterencey, t 
kind could be conducted. 

was to admit the 
deal with the problems : 
openly in front of them. If the 


tions to be decided at the Conferer 


roots; and until the flux disappears @ 
stability returns it is a dangerous ex 
ment for any world-wide Empire » 
its doors to other nations so thi 


Penerions and the Government of — 
central Kingdom. Admitting that. 

cedure to be impolitic at the presen 
the next best course would be for t 
ference to deliberate in private, a 
its chairman to issue an official rer 
the close of each sitting or eg 
throughout the week’s session. TT. 
the most desirable and pranenanl 
of publicity in all the. circumstane 
I regret that that course is not 
followed, although the Acting Prime 
ister (Sir Joseph Cook). suggester 
an official report is issued every 
that is so, the public are not — 
of it. I have read the cable me 


lowing the matter ay close pri 
report. The Be SR 


divides itself into two. parts. 
comprises statements made by | 















































gard to. ommunication Bataan the rete 
us of the Empire by ocean or by air, prac- 
ty tically nothing of what is said by others. 
The other questions, foreign policy, de- 
fence, and the renewal of the Anglo- 
Japanese Alliance, were dealt with prior 
to the Prime Minister’s departure, and 
on them we heard his pronouncement. 
_ What I appeal for is a presentation of a 
two-sided discussion. If, for example, 
there is a conflict between the two great 
- Dominions of Canada and Australia, due 
. either to a different conception of their 
» imterests or to temperamental differences 
between two leaders, we should know what 
the views of Canada and Australia are, 
and how far it is possible to reconcile 
them. | do not think we can get that 
information unless we have a clear report 
from the Conference itself, described as 
an official record. The first method is 
self-reporting, which I think is dangerous 
as leading to self-glorification by the 
eaders of all the Dominion Governments, 
nd, as to the other, we see in almost 
very line of the cables hazardous guesses 
- of pressmen anxious to inform the Do- 
“minions, stating that, “It is on reliable 
i uthority reported,” or, “ It is commonly 
nderstood,” and so on, That class of 


constituencies ; and those of us who be 
been some time in politics know, how 
little one can rely on the guesses of 
pressmen outside locked doors as to what 
transpires inside. 

_ Dr. Matonry—It is astonishing how 
right they are sometimes! 

- Mr. WATT.—Sometimes they get 
very near to the truth. I have known 
pressmen to guess with such wonderful 
clairvoyance that one has been almost 
able to put one’s a on their infor- 


€ 


ae cae at that is cls to creep 
to such guesses. I do not believe that 
his Empire, so weighty in its parts and 
so light in its links, can be held to- 
ether and governed in critical times of 
¢ history by hazardous guesses of press- 
or by the self-advertisement of Do- 
I hope it will not be 


Map vEbt ie ths ne Prine Minister 


¢ 


information is bad at in connexion | 


any desire 


_Emprre. 


use the immortal phrase of William 


(Sir Joseph Cook) that in my ease, at 


any rate, whatever he may think of © 
the honorable member (Mr. "R yan) ab. 
present leading the Opposition, yi have — 


whatever but to obtain — 
exact and safe information which the 
leaders of the Empire feel that they ought — 
to give to the different parts of that 
That is all I appeal for. It 1s 
true, as the honorable member for West 
Sydney has said, that no man can say 
whether he will be in favour of the re 
newal of a Treaty the final form "oh | 
which he has not seen. But in recent 
utterances which I have felt obliged to 
make in my constituency, as doubtless 
other honorable members have done, mes 
have expressed the desirability of a re 
newal in a certain form | 
Dr. Matoney. —Subject to what? a 
Mr. WATT.—Subject to the non-for- 
feiture of the principles on which this : 
nation has founded its union; I refer to’ 
the policy of a White Australia. I hava i 
also conditioned it, as the Prime Minis- 
ter did, and as numbers of honorable mem- “ 
bers did, by a strong desire that America © 
shall be satisfied with the form of the con- 
tract. In more recent utterances I have © 
submitted that the interests of China 
should be considered. Without attempt- = — 
ing to know or appreciate, let alone ex- : 
plain, the possibilities of conflict of | 
interests in these great Asian do- 
minions, | have said that I thought 
that Great Britain would probably be 
better able to influence the sympathetic 
consideration of Chinese interests by — 
Japan if she were in alliance with Japan 
than if she had broken the alliance. EL 
say, further, and I say it as no hasty — 
utterance, but as one arising out of aS 
nfuch thought as I have been able to give 
to the problem, that I think that ‘Britains no 
and this part of her Dominions, including 
Australia and New Zealand, are much 
safer in a free alliance in treaty form 
with Japan than we should be without a 
treaty of any kind. The denouncement 
or renunciation of the Treaty after this 
Conference would place Japan midway be- — 
tween two alternatives—either of remain- — 
ing in a state of ‘‘ splendid isolation,” to 





























Ewart Gladstone, or seeking new al- 
liances that might be less friendly to 
America and to Britain. I would sooner 
see the status quo preserved by an orien- 
tal alliance than risk a renunciation and Ng 


Hen . 
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a search for fresh partners either by 
. Japan or Britain. That is all I think 
one need say at. this stage. 

There is only one other question to 
which | may be permitted to refer for a 
few minutes. What has apparently 
caused the honorable member for West 
Sydney some concern is the liberty of 
action which he considers the Prime Min- 
ister may think he enjoys to determine 
foreign issues for us without our consent. 
I think that the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) before he left was quite frank 
on that point. 

Sir Josepx Coox.—No Minister ever 
went away makine such explicit declara- 
tions. 

Mr. WATT.—Some of them alarmingly 
explicit, but [ listened to every word that 
the Prime Minister said, and I think he 
was quite fair to Parliament and to the 
people. He said, for example, in regard 


to defence-—which now comes into this .- 


foreign policy argument more intimately 
than ever before—‘‘ I shall commit Aus- 
tralia, to nothing without the consent of 
Parliament.’’ 

Mr. Cunnincoam.—He could not, 

- Mr. WATT.—He could, but he gave 
that assurance. He could commit us with 
the responsibility. of his executiveship ; 
but he said he would not commit us to 
any promise without consulting Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Ryan.—Is he not in a position to 
approve the final form of the Treaty with- 
puis our ratification ? 

“Mr. WATT.—I was about to deal with 
that. There were three questions which 
the Prime Minister elaborated—the ques- 
tion of defence, the question of the Anglo- 
- Japanese Treaty and its prospective re- 
newal, and, thirdly, the general question 
of foreign policy. As to the Treaty, the 
right honorable gentleman laid down the 
conditions on which he would be pre- 
pared to accept a renewal, and without 
which he said he would bring it back to 
this House. To those conditions there 
was no objection in the House, ipacie by. 
silence or utterance. 


Mr. Ryan.—Yes, there was. 





Mr. WATT.—I speak from memory, 


and, of course, subject to correction; 
but “that is what T think he said. 

Mr. Ryan.—Did the Prime Minister 
not consider that, in the final result, he 
could approve without the sanction of 
America! 


[REPRESENTATIVES] sag 


‘a, referendum. 


this issue. If Parliament had desired to 3 
condition him, it could have done 80, and Aa 
at did not. STATON i 
Mr. Ryan.—lI admit that the Prime Min-— a ae y 


will admit that, according to the division © 











Mr. WATT.—So far as a x A 
the Prime Minister, in de 


-phase of the question—which he has aes Pte: 


elaborated in more definite form, accord- pea 
ing to the cables, at the other end of the 
world—-said he ae do his best to have 
the Treaty in such a form that it would 
secure the concurrence of the authorities 
of the United States of America. That 
is all, I think, to which he pledged him- 
self. Later on, if the cablegrams are to 
be trusted, he ‘said that it was essential — 
that America should approve, and I think | 
he went further and suggested that she — “ 
should be a party to the compact. 4 =” 








Mr. Ryan.—But he did not mi. that 
here. te 

Mr. WATT.—He ids dies say Duis | ( 
here ; . 


but as te what he did say ised a 
which is one thing we know | Bs 
Mr. Ryan.—The only thing we know. coe 
Mr. WATT.—As to what he did a 
here, a unanimous House, so far as I re 
member, agreed that it was all right, if 
Mr. Ryay.—No. : pinmeaton 
Mr. WATT.—The Prime wey 
stated the conditions on which he himself 
would be prepared to commit his er ie 
ment and people toa renewal, > Ht 
Mr. Parker Motonzy.—There was, am 
amendment moved, and a division taken. — He, 
Mr. WATT. There were complicated ah 
issues in connexion with that division. 
Sir Josepa Coox.— There was a division — 
on the question whether there shea. be 








Mr. WATT.—AIl I am arguing now is 
that, .whether the situation is sata 
to the House or not, we cannot complain 
that the Prime Minister was not nertecwy 4 2 
frank as to his intentions and desires on 








ister tgok a good deal of latitude, and ae 
that the House allowed him to take it. 7 
I thought it wrong, and said so at the 
time. i 


Mr. 









WATT.—The honorable. member _ 


list, the vast majority of the House — 
thought otherwise. On the general ques- — 
tion of foreign policy I have never heard © 
it suggested that any new alliances, any 
new relationships, would be formally ap- 
proved and Australia committed sibel? 
our knowledge. oh 









‘The World’s 


‘4 Aa Sir Jésus Coox. —The Prime Minister 
has definitely stated since his arrival in 
| England that he would consent to no 


Wicd: Mr WATT. —I was not aware of that, 
- ‘but I may have missed it in my reading. 
» Mr. Ryan.—That shows how unsatis- 
_ factory the whole position is. 
Mr. WATT.—On the contrary, it 
. shows how satisfactory the Prime Minis- 
_ ter has been trying to make the matter. 
_ Mr, Ryan.—We have not been told so. 
j Mr. WATT.—It would be impossible, 
itis unthinkable that the Prime Minister 
- should go away with an absolutely blank 
“ _ cheque on the first occasion on which the 
_ Dominions have been summoned to con- 
- sider the general question of foreign 
/ polity. It does not matter how much we 
' attempt to understand international rela- 
_ tionships which have been familiar for 
_ centuries to statesmen of the older parts 
of the Empire, no man fromm Australia, 
_ however learned or however able, could 
_ go as an expert to a conference on general 
- foreign policy. 
> Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
ee M. Chanter).—The honorable member’s 
ing has expired. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Act- 
Ne Pane ‘Prime Minister and Treasurer) [4.0]. 
_  —I have listened with great interest to 
what has been said by the various 
_ speakers, and particularly by the mover 
~ (Mr. Ryan), whose speech, it really seems 
toi me, consisted of a blessing on the new 
_ proposal for disarmament, and a rather 
severe criticism on the conduct of the 
» Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) at the Con- 
' ference. This, of course, was to be ex- 
me ‘pected from the honorable member. 
BS Mr. Ryan.—Not necessarily. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I think that it 
is as inevitable as ‘‘King Charles’ head,”’ 
_ and, therefore, we may expect it on any 
Ne and every occasion when the honorable 
‘member rises to address himself to the 
| Rate”. 
Mr. Ryan.—The honorable gentleman 
admits that I have been consistent ? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Quite; I am 
not complaining as to the honorable 
_ member’s consistency, but as to his un- 
i _Yeason, which is quite another matter. 
- However, may I also be permitted to say 
how heartily I agree with all that has 
goed said in favour of the proposals for 
| “ disarmament? Right from the beginning 
_ I have placed my faith in the ultimate 
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sanity of the American people; from the 
beginning I have advocated, with all my — 
heart, mind, soul and strength, closer re- 
lationship between the English-speaking | 
peoples. I have believed, and I believe” 
profoundly to-day, that ‘that offers the — 
one hope of ultimate peace to this weary, — 
war-stricken world of ours; 
prospect but through some combination 
of this. kind. America is a nation 


which has emerged from the war with her 


resources undiminished and her strength — 


unsapped, and both by reason of her in-  ~ | 
herent sirength, and of her position in the ~~ 
she is the one nation able to take 


world, a 
the leadership of this movement for dis- 
armament—it so comports with all her | 


traditional experience, it is so ingrained 


into the very texture, the very warp and 
woot, of the American character and 

American life. I am glad, indeed, to 
see t both France and Great Britain 
ave gM™@ng their whole-hearted support 
to the leadership of the American people. 
in this movement. I hope nothing will 

intervene to prevent this Conference tak- 
ing place, or, when it does take place, to. 

prevent the happy consummation so de-. 
voutly to be wished. 

And now as to the secrecy of the Im- 
perial Conference. I know, of course, . 
what the honorable member for West 
Sydney has in his mind, though I confess 


I do not know what is in the mind of 


the honorable member for Balaclava 
(Mr. Watt). I do not yet know exactly 
what the last-mentioned honorable mem- 
ber desires more than is being done at the 
moment. We cannot have details of the 
discussions ~which take place within the 
doors of the Imperial Conference. * 
Mr. Warr.—We could have details of 
the discussions on the ocean and air 
communications of the Empire. Instead 


-of getting the views of the delegates of 


the other Dominions, we get only one 
view. - 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That is the one 
question on which we have more detailed 
information than perhaps any other. 
Mr. Warr.—Yes, but we have not an 
oficial report. ‘ 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1 take it chat 
we have such official reports as the rest 
of the Empire, including the 
Country, is receiving. A communique — 
is issued every evening, and it goes over — 
the Empire, and over the world indeed, by 


I see no other. 


Mother.’ 





means of the ross. here is no other 
; “that. So far as we know, no official news 
is given. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. _Omieal's news is 
issued every night, and cabled to us 
through the press. If the press chooses 
to place its own peculiar imprint on such 
matters we cannot help it. 


Mr. Frenron.-—Does the President of 
the Conference issue an official report? 


‘Sir JOSEPH GOOK.—I understand 


“that there is a Committee which every 
rene gathers up the proceedings of the 
“Conference, and decides what shall he 
published. 
Mr. Warr.—This is the first we have 
heard of that, : 
“Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Not it all. 
The information has appeared an the 
eablegrams. This procedure has been 
adopted ever since there have beon War 
Cabinets. It is singularly like the pro- 
cedure of the Inter-State Labour Con- 
ference the other day. 
'. Mr. Ryan.—The right honorable mem- 
ber will admit that one has only to read 
the cable messages concerning the In- 
naa Conference that are published in 
the Australian press to know the source 
fs from which they come. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That is the 
Miporablo member’s point all the time. 
_ Alle is concerned only with a non -party 
Hes, eS. on the Prime Minister.  ; 
Yo Mr. Kyan.—No. > I think oy criticism 
er is justifiable. 
“Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is the sort 
ui lof thing that we may always expect from 
ee the honorable member. 
_ It is impossible in my judgment to 
aa Paks | in the press details of what is pro- 
) eeeding in the Conference. 
ia / question of reparations. Undoubtedly 
there will be the widest divergencies of 
views as to the allocation of the amount 
coming to the British Empire and the 
basis on which it shall be distributed. 
That in itself is a matter which I should 
imagine would give rise to controversy. 
Me Mr. Warr.—Does the right honorable 
a Pe iacan believe that that phase of the 















ent has been Auda eg . 


Mr. Wart.—The press do not Eat us: 


Take the 
‘ference, and the better, I subm 


matters be safely discussed. 
‘some matters which might v 
iter-Allied allocation of the a diadiagnt 












“Mr. Warr. iia the on! he 
gentleman any information to tha 


Sir JOSEPH Ok ae 


information. 




























































that NS was. settled. HY 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. a has n 

settled in detail. — : 
Mr. Watt.—The eye Minis 





that the allocation within the Emp : v2 


to be on the war bill basis. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—What i: 
bill? There, again, we have roo 
controversy. What is the bill f 
State? What does the bill include? ; 

Mr. Manony.—The right hot nora 
gentleman ought to know. \ 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I bd 
what our bill is, and have taken ¢ 
we should know what it is; but di: 
of opinion are likely to occur ev 
cerning a question of this kind. 
again, take the question of the 
ment of Egypt, which is being ¢ 
just now, and in which we are more 
and vitally interested than any 
other Dominions, since Egyp 
the very gateway of our 
to the Mother on ee 


in publi’ Are! we to an th ae 
of that question opening out and 
fying as it does into all sorts of ¢ 
international relationships, and 
of delicate racial questions as with 
Empire itself? Do not honorable 
bers recognise how impossible it_ 
to discuss such a question pul 
even to rine the details of a 


ae 


less we discuss hogs questions i 
the better will be the result of 


the result when the discussions 
their way. When we send a } 
tiary to discuss these delicate 
1amifying into all kinds of int 
by-ways and into the sphere of. 
we must be prepared to trust 
no other way of which I know 










Les pate to the world, pee me 


































‘is oe 
mine wh ( hall be. given out, and it does 
J issues to the press every evening 
‘ t of the day’s proceedings. 

Mr. ‘Ryay. —Does the right honorable 
entleman think spe uae Rarer? in- 


# : 





















Bene ieistor. says on any ae 
shall be. sent to Australia? 5 


Sir J OSEPH COOK.—1I venture to say 
that there is less sent to Australia con- 


ae 


o Canada regarding the utterances of the 
anadian Prime Minister. 


Mr. Ryan.—I differ from the right hon- 


¢ “would” ‘like a ta. the ‘Teitte ay 
vanada., hey moment, has four or five 





































yu “South Africa has two or three, 
ut we have only one. My latest infor- 






Me, Warr. Will the Annee Prime 
inister say what objection there could 
. to — us ae the Canadian view 


Paation which has been pc ta! a the 
nference to the press. 
ember knows very well what is the 
nadian view. 


Warr.—I have been tang th 
thar it from the cable messages, but 
lave seen no report of the views of Mr. 
Meighen, the Prime Minister of Canada, 
n the subject. | 

esin.d OSEPH COOK.—I have seen the 
e] orts’ of the Conference issued and pub- 
ished in the press, and Mr. Meighen’s 
w has been made very clear. 


Warr. — What is it? 
JOSEPH COooK.—I wane it that 


nae which Canadian TATE think 
ought to shape towards America. 
what, fr ead from. the cables, 


bined: Confererics to feted ae a 
but a straight-out statement to that bie 


date of these cable messages? 


cerning our Prime Minister than is cabled’ 


The honorable. 


ite Win Teak is mere RE es 


has not been reported here. | “ene ai 
Mr, Parker Mo.oney.—What is the et 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am afraid the. 
honorable member wants neither the date’ 
nor the information. If he got the in- 
formation he would be sorry that he 
had asked for it. The press 1s pouring out- 
such information as is available, and we 
know pretty well as much about the 
Canadian attitude as we do about our 
own. 


Mr. Ryan.—Will the Hout honoree 
gentleman tell us what is the attitude of 
the Prime Minister of South Africa on 
the question of the renewal of Oe 
Japanese Treaty ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I cannot at pe 
moment; but what does that prove? 


Mr. eee —Nor can the right honor- 
able gentleman tell us what is the atti- 
tude of New Zealand. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK .—It is well known — 
that the New Zealand attitude agrees 
with our own. New Zealand is in favour — 
of a renewal, but desires that care shall 
be taken that in the renewal of the Treaty = 
nothing is done, if possible, to antagonize Ade an 
the United States of America. That is 
our attitude and the attitude of New 
Zealand, but it is not, or has not been 
up to the present moment, the attitude of 
the Canadian delegates at ‘the Conference. ar 
There has been a difference of opinion. on 
that point; that much has been made - — 
clear by such communications as have — ates 
been issued by the Conference itself. 

And so I come back to the point that, 
in respect of these matters involving so 
many troublesome considerations—trouble- oe 
some from the point of view of their 
delicacy and their international effect— = 
we must make up our ‘minds to give Be, 
large measure of discretion and of trust — 
to whatever plenipotentiary we send to — 
take part in the deliberations of such a 
Conference. (Hatension of time granted. ‘ 
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr: Ryan) wants us to instruct the 
Prime Minister that he is not to approve 
of any commitment in regard to foreign 
relations, except subject to the condition 
that such commitment shall be ratified by 
the people of Australia. He wants to 
submit details of foreign relations—the 
details of the Japanese Treaty, for in- 
stance—to a esac of the bea 



























































































ships. 
| capaetd could we conduct them by means 
of a popular appeal and a presentation. 
of them to the people such as is contem- 
"plated here. It would be fatal. There 


could be no more prolific cause of war. 


than the universal adoption of’ the refer- 
endum in respect of matters of foreign 
_ relationships. 

Dr. Matoney.—Rubbish ! 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am sorry that 
a have to utter what the honorable mem- 
ber regards as rubbish. 

I come now to the position of the Prine 
inister, What has arisen since he went 
away, I wonder, to make it necessary to 
send after him these instructions?’ I 
venture to say that since he has been in 
-ELendon no possible exception can be 
taken to any attitude that he has so far 
assumed, and of which we have any 
aches He has defended the in- 
_ terests of Australia with rare and con- 
“spicuous ability—with rare and. 

| Spicuous patriotism—and I marvel at the 
a8 man who can cavil at his attitude as 
we are hearing and reading ‘of it every 
bead Never has this country had a 
better, more intelligent, more patriotic 

| _ representation at the, Seat of Empire 
than it has to-day. Here is what the 
: ae honorable gentleman said before he 
left these shores, and I take it that every 
word. of this statement still holds good— 


ies I am asked whether the Commonwealth is 
ie to be committed to anything done at the Con- 
Hie _ ference, I say quite frankly that this Parlia- 
. ne ment will have the amplest opportunity: of 
expressing its opinion on any scheme of naval 
defence that is decided upon before the scheme 
is ratified. As to the renewal of the Treaty 
with Japan, this. is my attitude, and I submit 
& for the consideration of honorable members: 
“am in favour of renewing the Treaty in “any 
form that is satisfactory to Britain, America, 
‘and ourselves. I am prepared ‘to’ renew it in 
those circumstances. If it is suggested that. 
the renewal should take a form which would 
‘inyolve the sacrifice of those principles which 
we ourselves regard as sacred, I am not pre- 
‘pared to. accept. it. In such circumstances, z 
‘shall bring back the Treaty to this Parliament. 
_ I think I have put the situation fairly, and, 
since these matters have sometimes to be settled 
quickly, I want honorable members to say 
_ * whether they will give me the authority I ask 
for, With regard to the expenditure involved 
im any naval scheme, the House will not be 
iH yi eager to the siuinies of one penny. The 



























ys SE Our thierusesoute eee | a 
Neither in this nor. any other 


Those are the Pye ‘Minis 


con-— 


short of that. 





ments of the 7th April last. | 
the 22nd April, in the course of 
utterance delivered by the Prim 
ter before leaving these shores, 


The Government give an assuran 
matters involving the expenditure 0 


country, such as the. questions of 
military defence, and any schemes f 
justment of foreion policy, togethe 
terms of the Anglo- Japanese allia 
should be renewed—will i shies 
Parliament, 


Surely that should satiake the 
member. CN 
Mr. Ryaw.— Does the Acting 
Minister say that amy commitment 
cerning the Anglo-Japanese T 
be eubject to the rabehigaion: of 
liament?  - i 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. ues 
the Prime Minister’ Ss own wo 
there I leave them. The honora 
ber may interpret them as he p 

Mr. Ryan.—We do not wan 
thine which is ambiguous. The ph 
‘‘will be brought before this Pa 
ment,’’ does not indicate that ~ 
ment will be asked to ratify. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Nothii 
the Prime Minister has done or § 
give warrant for suspecting the sli 
departure from the lines which 
down prior to leaving these sh 

Mr. Manony.—May I mov 
extension of ‘the time allotted t 
bate by one hour? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (B 
Chanter) ne it the pleasure of. th 


to move his aitended motion ? 
Sir Josepn Coox.—No! : 
Mr. Manony.—The 
Country, party, the honorable mem| 
Cowper (Dr. Earle Page), and other 
orable members, desire to speak. 
the Government unwilling to rant 
tension ? : 
Sir JosEpH Coor. Ty t | 
stances, I am Me Oa | 
to 5 p.m 
ee extended according . 












wish that Australian opinion 
disarmament 
_. that 
Me to 

_ throughout 


\) 


She ee ae INP teat + 4 
af HE MED at | gaia 


The World's 


'* to secure by the expression of théir views 
“a much more complete record of what is 
 transpiring at the Imperial Conference— | 
- for I hope that that will be the, outcome; 
and, secondly, to indicate a 


nanimous 
should. 
if possible, at the 
and, “indeed, 
of Australia 
of armaments 
lt has been 


represented , 
Conference, 
the desire 
reduction 
‘the world. 


it 
see 


is 
a 


ee misfortutie that the United States 
_ ot America has not become a member of 
_ the League of Nations, but the next best 
_ condition for the peace of the world is an 
alliance of the English-speaking peoples, 
~~ which President Harding, in his first 


_ “his objectives. 


a 
4 
OF" 


oficial utterance, announced as one of 


His idea was that the 


_ English-speaking peoples should draw 
_ wore closely together for the carrying out 
_ of common duties in the ‘world, not so 
much for the exclusion from the brother- 
hood of others, but for the better brother- 
- hood of all others. I trust that the pre- 
"sent movement inaugurated by President 
Harding will be consummated at no dis- 
tant date. The opportunity has come by 
~ which the only important element outside 
of the League can take a distinct place 
“with the other nations, and we all 


urgently desire to see specific results from 


the President’s invitation. 
- One other important point has been 


raised to-day, namely, the need for Aus- 


tralia haying better representation in Lon- 


, don, and for a better system of dealing 
_ with our external affairs, here and at 


- Home. Mr. Lloyd George has said that 
_ the proposed Conference will overshadow 


& - the Imperial Conference. 


Ts it necessary 
that, whenever a vital gathering such as 


has now been projected is to be held on 
the other side of the world, and whenever 


. our external relations are to be considered, 


RK 
4 


the business of this country must be held 
up just because we have not yet provided, 


_ as other portions of the Empire have done, 
for a proper arrangement, or sequence, of 


When the 


our international functions? 


_ British Minister for Foreign Affairs is 
away the House of Commons still carries 


on and transacts full public business. 
» Australia has now come to the parting of 


of nations, and 


_ It is essential that we enter deeply into 
foreign affairs. 
_ UE 


Pile 





the ways; she has been admitted, though 


‘not, perhaps, full grown, into the comity 
she discovers new 
national and international obligations. 


It is inevitable that the 
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Government of this country should, at . 
any time,- and always, be held te 
sponsible for its attitude towards foreign — 
policy just as for its domestie policy. 


Our isolation has forever gone, and, 


in this regard, it.is utterly necessary 
_that Ministerial duties should be so re- 
arranged as to permit a constant channel ~ 
of communication between the centre of — 
the Empire and the Commonwealth Go. | 
vernment and Parliament. Thereisanew 
orientation of affairs, both foreign and — 
domestic, in which Australia is involved; — 
‘and the need for a re-arrangement of our 
system of government in order to cope 
with our obligations is strikingly apparent. 
Also, there is now, more than ever, need 
for increased economy and control in all 
our public services because of those in- 
creased obligations. 

In my view, to submit all treaties, in- 
cludin§ the specific Treaty under debate, — 
to the direct arbitrament of the people 
would be impossible. But the Govern- 
ment should be prepared to take full re- 
sponsibility for its negotiations, just as 
the Government of Great Britain musé 
accept responsibility, for the various 
treaties and alliances in which Britain is 
involved. ; : 

Mr, Ryan.—There is just this differ- 
ence, that Parliament cannot undo what 
is already done, when it comes to a matter 
of foreign relations, no matter what the 
opinion of Parliament and the people may 
actually. be.. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—But Parliament 
‘can undo the Government. It is impos- 
sible to expect continuous negotiations be- 
tween the whole of the people of one 
and the whole of the people of an- 
other nation. There must be fully- 
credited and responsible plenipotentiaries ; 
and the only way in which they can be 
adjudged is by making them responsible 
direct to the Parliament, and thus, 
finally, to the people. I maintain that 
the assurances which the Prime Minister 
gave that he would bring all fresh — 
Treaties back to this Parliament, and 


which have been emphasized to-day, were 


satisfactory in all respects. , He laid 


down definite conditions, and the Govern-, 


ment must. be looked to to make them | 


good. We should be satisfied with that — | 
position; but if the promises referred to 
are not kept, it must be for Parliament = = 


to take action. 


9996 Adjournment. 

‘Mr, MAHONY (Dalley) [4.84]:—I was 
‘pleased to hear the remarks of the honor- 
able member for Balaclava (Mr. Watt), 
and to note that he approves of the view 
that this Parliament should receive fuller 
information concerning what is taking 
place at the Imperial Conference. The 
honorable member. for Cowper (Dr. Earle 
Page) also expressed the view that there 
should be more complete information 
supplied concerning events in London. 
It was pleasing to hear these views to- 
day from the’ leaders of the various 


parties in this House. In the past 
Australia has suffered through the 
paucity of information given to us 


about foreign affairs and our relations 
with and responsibilities to other coun- 
tries. At Conferences dealing with mat- 
ters of far-reaching importance we have 
been committed to burdensome agree- 
ments without the approval of our people 
being sought; but the time has now come 
when Australia must be consulted in re- 
gard to all these matters. Every member 
of the population, no doubt, would ap- 
prove of the general disarmament of the 
nations, and the statesmen of the world 
might well work for that. The recent 
war, with its immense sacrifice of human 
life, wealth and material, in the bar- 
barous struggle of nation against nation, 
has revealed to us most strikingly the 
need for other arbitrament im inter- 
national disputes than that of the sword. 
TI welcome the proposals of the President 
of the United States of America. We 
can all join with him in giving encourage- 
ment to a policy of disarmament. As to 
the treatment of» Australian interests at 
the Conference now being held in London, 
I think that we in Australia are entitled 
to more information. We cannot con- 
sent to be committed to the renewal of 
the Anglo-Japanese Treaty without being 
heard on the matter. It is only reason- 
able that this Parliament should be asked 
to ratify any agreement before it binds 
this people. J, for my part, shall insist 
on expressing the views on this and other 
matters of those whom I was sent here 
to represent. Suppose that, as a result 
of the present misunderstanding between. 
the Chinese and Japanese, they came into 
conflict, how do we know that Australia 
might not, under the terms of the Treaty, 
be compelled to fight on the side of the 


_ [REPRESENTATIVES. } 






@ oral a 





Japanese against the Chinese?” Om ap is 
pose there was a aiehs between the _ 
United States of America and Japan avs 
about the Island of Yap, from which 
radiate cbmmunications linking up the — 
East with America and Australia, 4 nN 
should we stand under the Treaty? Sho opld ¥ 
we be compelled to fight on the side of 
the Japanese against our American. | 
cousins? I, for my part, am not ready 
to shut my eyes and open my mouth and 
accept what the Prime Minister (Mr. — 
Hughes) may choose to give me. I wish 
to know all about these matters im ad- — 
vance, and the people of Australia, should i 
be instructed conecrning them. If the 
renewal of the Treaty is a good thing, and 
likely to benefit the people of Australia, 
there should be no secrecy about it. yo 
Mr. Hieas.—Why does not the honor- wii 
able member read the Treaty ? | At 
Mr. MAHON Y.—It is in’ the melting oe. 
pot now, and none of us know how it will 
emerge from the Clonferonees: aa before 
it is ratified we should have an oppor- © 
tunity of expressing our Views upon it. 
I. should weleome any means for main- 
taining friendly relations between Great 
Britain, the United States of America, ver 
and Japan; but I am opposed to the © 
acceptance of any Treaty until its condi. 
tions are known and understood) The ~ 
proposed Treaty may contain the germ of ie 
another world conflict. ay 
Sir Josep Coox.—It may still do that 
after it has been approved by the Hoople a 
of Australia. a fun 
Mr. MAHONY.—Yes; but the mpisdgte 
of the people of Australia would have — 
been applied to the examination of its) 
probable results, wo 
Sir Joserx Coox.—Would the vote of 
the people make us safe? A 
Mr. MAHONY.—The vote of the Ma 
people saved this country from the 
shackles of militarism which the right gut 
honorable gentleman would have put on 
them. : i 
Sir JosrepH Coox.—That eae led ae) 
the slaughtering’ of many thousands pe) 
good Australians, | 
Mr. MAHONY.—That is a Mondor on 
the people of this country. The fy 
honorable gentleman’s present conduct in — 
allowing returned men to walk about | 
looking for work is something to whi : 


her { 


he should pay Seon as 


We 







a get fuller information about what 
akin: place at the Conference, and 


} efore Australia is bound by any. 


her people will have an oppor- 
» ratify it. 

MM MecWILLIAMS (#rankdlin) [4.46]. 
Re ay have no intention to prevent a vote 
by talking too long on this motion, 
: SEPH Cook. —The Leader of the 
Oppos on said that this was a non-party 

titer. Why, then, is a vote needed! 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am one of 
qi those who think that more information 
should be given to the people of this 


Bee country about what is taking place at. the 


aN 


Conference in London at the present 
pecially considering the enormous 
Of course, no one would 


a, 


tes 


ast war. ae pi tel borate our es 
d we have not forgotten the terrible 


ss of life, and the maiming of human. 


ings that it caused, while the financial 
roubles which folloy won in its train are 


We must, therefore, all. 


ray thab we may never have another 
: Fortunately the prospects of peace 
“never were brighter than they are to-day. 
_ The news from Ireland is most gratifying. 
fine i that the King’s speech at Bel- 


people of Treland than Echine 
ae has occurred for generations. 
Ae Mr. Frenron.—And | the mediation of 
_ General. Smuts. 


ion of one of the biggest intellects ander 
he British Flag to-day, the Prime Mini- 
ter of South Africa. I hope that the 
esult will be that before ‘long we shall 
ave a Parliament sitting in he on 


, which ball afford them. every satis- 
jon, and that this will remove one of 
stumbling blocks to the progress and 

® of the Empire, As for the 

ation of the President cf the 
ited States of ae to the 


Shans Pa cherish may “welcome it. 


CN et that the em Republie: a not. 


before hae. a is. deri nee ‘ ae 


America thrown i in its lot with the League 


of Nations the peace of the world would 
have been secured. I hope that the 
treaty with Japan will be renewed. 
There can be no doubt that if we were 
to reject the alliance with Japan another 
alliance would be formed which would 16 
a menace to the peace of the world. 

hope that the Acting Prime Minister will 
cable to the Prime Minister in London 
asking if there is any further information 
in regard to these great matters which 
can be safely given to the people of A 
tralia; and, if so, to send it to us. 


do not think it is at all likely that the — 


United States of America will conser 

to the British Dominions being repre- 
sented at the Conference which President 
Harding has convened. The Acting 
Prime Minister, who was at. the Peace 
Conference, will recollect that one of the 
greatest objections which the United 
States of America had to joining the 


League of Nations was that, because of — 


the Dominions having separate votes on 
the Council of the League, the British di 
legation would have greater voting 


strength than would the United States of ave 


America. 
Sir Joserx Ooox.—On the conten 
President Wilson was in favour of Aus- 


tralian representation, and said we had : 


earned. it. 

Mr. McoWILLIAMS, — I. kas Jae 
President Wilson was, but unfortunately 
he did not carry the majority of the 
American people with him, as was proved 
very shortly afterwards at the Presiden 
tial election. In reading the election 
speeches of the Republican leaders, — 
found that one of their gravest objections 
to the League was that the granting of 
votes to the British Dominions would 
give to Great Britain a preponderating 
strength in the deliberations of tha 
body. 

f ce Josep Coox. — That ca was 
not stressed by responsible leaders. — 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I differ e 
tirely from the right honorable gent 
man. 
files containing the speeches of the R 


publican | leaders. during the Presi dent sak - 


election he will find ey NY of my 
statement. 


eke 


If he will look up the newspape a 


T am looking | forward to 
splendid results accruing from the Con= 
SANG bate is to ey, deo hetween iss 





Ke. 
ee 
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Great Britain, the 
America; and Japan. If these three 
great maritime nations decide that there 
is to be no more war there will be none 
for many years to come. JI pray God 
that that. may be the result ‘of their 
deliberations. 


Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [4. 59]. —T 
fail to see why this debate should have 
been promoted at all, and I am afraid 
it may be regarded as a reflection on the 
man whom we unanimously chose to go 
to London to do good work for Australia. 
it was generally conceded that Parlia- 
ment was wise in sending the Prime Min- 
ister to England supported by the 
House’s expression of confidence in. him. 
We should not do anything by word or 
vote that would reflect upon him or convey 


the idea that we have changed our views ~ 


since he left Australian shores. Qn the 
contrary, everything that has happened 
tends to show that he is acting wisely. 
‘There is proof of that in the fact that the 
President of the United States of America 
has expressed a ‘notable change from 
the views which we understood were held 
by the American people until recently. 


ft think it very likely that the opinion © 


expressed by this House before the Prime 
‘Minister’s departure helped to bring 
about that conversion. 
much at stake in this regard as any other 
country in the world, for what country 
would run greater risk from a misunder- 
standing between the nations? We 
should at every opportunity show to the 
outside world a united front on this mat- 
ter. The honorable member for West 
Sydney (Mr. Ryan) usually gives careful 
consideration to these questions, but on 
this occasion he has acted unwisely in 
initiating a discussion which might create 
an idea that the Opposition, at any rate, 
holds an opinion different from that ex- 
pressed by the House before the Prime 
Minister left for England. 


Sir Josepa Coox.—The honorable mem- 
ber for West Sydney merely» wishes to 
help the Prime Minister. 

Mr. CORSER.—1I hope that was. His 
mtention; but he adopted an éxtra- 
ordinary method. 

Mr. Ryan.—The main point of my 
motion does not touch the mission of the 
Prime Minister at all, but relates to much 
‘more important subjects. 

%) f 


(REPRESENTATIVES, . 


ited States of _ 


Australia has as’ 


‘can prevent the possibility of such a be 







ta? 


“*(Worial) 


Mr. CORSER.—The Toneepiled ay 
ber has asked for further assurances from = 
the Prime Minister, and that a ditional sp ae 
instructions be sent to him by Cabi Py eon 
Those requests would convey the idea. that sie 
some change of opinion had taken place’ 
in Australia during the last few weeks. 

Does the honorable member for West 
Sydney honestly believe that we should _ 
be acting wisely in taking a referendum of 
the people upon the question of whether 
or not there should be an alliance with a 
our neighbours, the Japanese ! a 

Mr. Ryan.—Referenda have been. taken One 
upon much less important matters. Sai 

Mr. CORSER.—Does not the honorable ia 
member think that if this matter were dis- i 
cussed in the country statements would 
be made which, instead of cementing the | La 
present good feeling between Japan and 
Australia, would tend to destroy it? © ue A 

Mr. Ryan.—Is 16 not as snperaae tos is 
submit for the approval or  dis- 8 
approval of the people the renewal of the A 
Anglo-Japanese Alliance as it 1s to sub- CaN 
mit the question of 6 o’clock closing? Nek 

Mr, CORSER.—The latter is a purely — We 
domestic question, which the people cam 
be asked to decide without risk of any — | 
offence to our neighbours. a 

Mr. Ryan.—tIs not the power of the va 
people above the power of any one’ man? i 

Mr. CORSER.—The power” of © the 
people is all right when it. 1s properly — 
used; but there is a danger that it might — 
be improperly used, and that the people 
would be misled by irresponsible persons oe 
who would stir up a feeling of hatred 
against another nation. If common sense 





thing happening, so much the better for ae 
this young country. This evening’s — 
Herald quotes the Prime Minister as a 
having said in London— Ba 

I hope and feel sure than an pe pal 


will be reached satisfactory to Japan, Ph 
America, China, and the British Empire,— fat nas, 
. Mr. Ryan.—He never mentioned ne iL) ha 
before. Or 


Mr. CORSER. —He mentions it now— A b 
leaving the road clear for the greater con- 
ference on disarmament, at which the Great — 
Powers will be present.” If they desire dis- 
armament, disarmament will come. ts 
Having regard to our small population 
and very heavy taxation owing to war 
obligations, we are more anxious than — 
are other people to avoid the ok at 
of armaments. 


Debate wtmterrupted _ under standing 
order 119. 









ae 


he Minister for Wares, and Rail- 


‘ Ei ditact! that Ro frieehe! in ‘che Common- 


ailways Department who enlisted for 


service prior to 31st May, 1916, were 
msible, for the payment of life assurance 
premiums while absent, while those who en- 
listed subsequently were relieved of the obliga- 


* 


tions and the expense was met by the Govern- 


eae 


on to i Serica and pe or does he consider 


at officers whose assurance premiums were 


not paid by the Government would have justi- 
fication for-believing that they were penalized 
for having enlisted ‘at an early date? 
3. Will the Minister be good enough to look 
to the matter, with a view to having any 
Justi rectified / a. 


GROOM. —The answers do the 
aa 7 questions are as fol- 


ays who ee was similar to that of all 

ther > Departments, and in accordance with 

reasury instructions dated 21st June, 1916, 
msequent upon a decision of Cabinet of the 
h May, 1916. 

2 and 3.1 am bringing the honorable mem- 
*s question under notice of the Treasury. 


i a 
50 ba PRR 


SYDN : YX 1 TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 


af pen aster ae aeten | sda 


i 


8 the number of applications for 

n the Sydney and suburban areas 

Parramatta Exchange) that have 
dealt with? 

mount has been ‘received by the 
n regard to these applications? 
it anticipated that the telephones 
ill be supplied and hep required 


Mr. WISE .—Inquiries are heing made, 
and replies. will be furnished as ae as 
sible. ae : 


"MAKIN (for Mi ee 


Postmaster-General, upon 


‘New. ‘South Wales, has ‘been in charge 
. ing” postmaster for the. past six 


ther Redes Peace New | 


Bicngess ch Wales, Mae: abe dy an vi eoias post . 
i “master in charge for some time? } it 


ROHELL tae (ee 


2. If 580, for what reason? i 


rg pa upon tanine up positions: of a 
postmasters, are not entitled to ext 


- ment for same for the bikie month of aie 


Vice? 


4, If so, will he take ‘ateas to see ihaelg in 
cases the officers are paid the increased 
from the date of taking up duties? 


Mr. WISE.—Inquiries are being mac 
and rephes will be furnished as earl 7 a 
possible. ifs 


PARCELS POST. 


General, upon notice—~ : 
1. Is it a fact that Postal route 231a 


provides that a charge of 6d, shall be college 


from the addressee on delivery of each pai 
containing goods for sale or for commercie 
purposes “received from a place beyond sh 
Commonwealth? 

2. Is this tax of 6d, collected when the ful 
postage in accordance with regulations is pre 
paid? ©: 

3. Does this apply to samples, catalogues, 
&e.? : 

4, Under what section of the Post and Tele 
graph Act is the Postmaster-General awe 
4 impose special taxes? 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to the hon 
orable member’s questions are as_ fol 
low :— 


1. Yes. 
2. Yes, 
3. Yes, if such arhieies are imported for sal 


or for commercial Akad aie 
4, Section 97. 


COMMONWEALTH LINE. or | 
STEAMERS. | 


Cost or Rouwnrne. . 


McWILLIAMS asked the 
eharge of © SMPRHES | 


Mn 


Mr. 
ister in 
notice— 

1. What was the cost per month of runn ng 


‘a Commonwealth steam-ship. of, say, 6, hele On 


in 1913? 
' 2. What is the monthly cost of running 
same steamer to-day? 


“Sir a OSEPH- COOK. “Uphan an fe 
to the One Te Diy member’ s a 





‘Thine of Steamers. 
‘orable member is, however, invited to the 


: Duntroon 





of. wor king the Commonwealth Government 
The attention of the hon- 


statistics furnished by the Prime Minister to- 


‘this House on the 14th ‘April last (Hansard, 
‘page 7452), showing that the cost of running 


vessels in 1920, as * compared with 1913, had 
increased by approximately 285 per cent. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES IN 
TASMANTA. 
» Mr. BURCHELL. (for Mr. Butz) 
asked the Minister representing the Min- 
ister for Repatriation, wpon notice— ~ 
1. What is the total sum expended on War 


_ Service Homes in Tasmania to date? 


2. What number of houses has been com- 
pleted? 

3. What is the number of houses now in 
course of construction? 

Mr. RODGERS.—The figures at 30th 
June, 1921, were— 

He £585,799. 

2. Two hundred and thirty-six. In addition, 
three applicants have been assisted to complete 
houses owned by them. 

3. Thirty-six. 


DUNTROON MILITARY .COLLEGE. 


Mr. MAKIN. (for Mr. Braxerny) 
asked the Minister representing the Min- 
ister for Defence, upon notice— 

1, Whether the Minister will procure a re- 
turn of the Instructional Staff and others em- 
ployed in and about Duntroon? 


2. What is the number of students at Dun- 
troon? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—The fol- 
lowing particulars give the information 
desired :— 


AUSTRALIAN MILITARY, FORCES 
he ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE OF AUSTRALIA. 
Return of Staff. 


“(a) Paid by the Public General Expenses 
Account— 


Executive Staff— 


Number of 
Persons, 
Commandant ps ‘ ] 
Adjutant sii ois 1 
Instructional Staff— 
Military— 
Directors ii wi 2 
Instructors ai ei $ 
Company officers .. am 2 
Staff sergeant-majors soi ye 
Civil— . 
Professors 4 
Assistant professors ‘and lec- 
turers .. an ea 


| [REPRESENTATIVES.] Military College. 


Lay ws ann " For DOERR reasons it is not. 
considered desirable to make public the costs 


2. There are $1 students at Duntroon, 











Administrative Departments— 
Officer in charge, administra- = . 
tion a An 28 je, ON 
Quartermaster ey Ie Bah SN 
Accountants (one serving ae 
with A.N. and M. E. Force, | ey ie 
Rabaul) ih ae ee 
Civilian clerks itnoludine six aie nee 
temporary clerks) oo) LOM e 
Quartermaster-sergeant i% hie y 
Mechanics sie a 45% 
Firemen any ms Qs 
Printer uy ot ee 
Carpenters : Sag 2 “ 
Night watchman Tis rt 
Storemen SMe i 
Class-room cleaners” ; 4 : i 
Groundsmen and labourers . 25s | 
Pioneer : Bae , 
Post orderly and messenger Ui % 
Laboratory assistant be ‘ 
Cooks, employees’ mess Bits, cs 
Kitchenmen, employees’ mess 2 a 
Rank and file cha a be yy te 
Trumpeter Aig Ty HG 
Range warden ie oo 
Plumbers > us 2 a 
Limber gunners ey yA RY, 
Riding Establishment— ee kins 
Farrier oh Baia N) 
Collarmaker a Mi: 
Grooms Ba ys ieee 
Wheeler and carpenter ! He. in 
Clerk and storeman ! 1 es 
Floorman alc et i ‘Wn 
Hospital— 1. es a 
Medical officer ; te Ss Ww 
Nurses be i F Wi Bt 
Cook ° wis oe I ie 
Orderly : aie 
Butler, officers’ mess sie ee 
Cook, officers’ mess a’ ee 
Total (a) oe 
(b) Paid by Cadets (from allow- = 
ances )— et) 
Cadets’ Mess— ig 
Chief steward teat oa a 
Stewards sy gaat 9 
Cooks e- oe AS 
Kitchenman sib mere. © 
Pantryman M 
Total (b) 14 
(c) Paid by Institutions— 
Laundry— . 
Head laundress “ip 
Laundresses 5 
Cook and housekeeper wy 
Canteen staff dn 6 
Failar,:')"? ne ae sn Ba 
Total (c) iy .. SW OLe 
Honorary chaplains 1 4 


Grand total 








ed, the Minister will ahabe what is the 


scrapped d 
Beav's intention re the” ‘LM.A. S. Aus: 


Depar 
t 
























































2. On what. dates were the H.M.S. Renown 
Ya and _the H.M.A.S. Australia, sespocenrely 
as) placed in commission? 


3. How many, and what are the names of 
ns Austra war ships that are not up-to-date? 
_ 4, What was the cost of keeping such ships 
pee peeanaLy) in commission for the last finan- 
cial year? — 

5. What are the names of the vessels that 
are up-to-date, and what was the cost of up- 
one for each ship for the last financial year? 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH. —The necessary 
aformianon i is being obtained, and will be 
furnished as soon as possible. 


GOVERNMENT HOUSES AT 
a) LITHGOW. 


nae Mi rye NICHOLLS asked the Minister 
or Works and Railways, upon: notice— 


Whether he will make a report in connexion 
Ne with the condition of the houses recently 
erected by the Commonwealth Government at 
Lithgow, the condition of the streets and foot- 
aths surrounding such houses, the condition 
f the approach to such houses, as to whether 
, number of the houses are in a fit state for 
human habitation, as ‘to whether the Common- 
wealth Government or the municipal council 
ie of Lithgow is responsible for the alleged bad 
and inadequate drainage system now in opera- 
tion at the area, the cost of building, including 
the purchase of land at each house? 


Mr. GROOM. — I would invite the 
ae onorable member’s attention to a letter 
}. of Ist July, 1921, from my At alae ae 
Neo 
Iam directed to recall thal ete wine pro- 
¢ was exhaustively inquired into by the 
ublic Works Committee, who recommended 
follows:—_ 
The general consensus of opinion is that 
the area required as a site is admirably 
‘suited for the purpose for which it is in- 
tended, — \ 
“The scheme was undertaken ig the Common- 
ealth in collaboration with the municipal 
ouncil, who approved of the plan of subdivi- 
‘si n, and it was a condition of the Common- 
_ wealth’s proceeding with the work that the 
uncil should, amongst other things, carry out 
in drainage works, particularly construct- 
z culverts, &c. Owing to certain circumstances 





cs referred to; this, combined with the ab- 
mal rainfall during the months of March, 
J, and May last, 

ns st an ae of 785 poke has caused 
. (phe council an- 


viz.;—1,619 points as_ 


"Minister ie the fepaetrabiion, ae a deviation 
channel to divert the water from the hills 
and subsoil drains to be laid around certain — 
of the cottages. It must be remembered that — 
this is not a te ay work, and enc iy 
be judged as one. i 

























municipal council not ie oe 
their undertakings. It would be absur 
to say that any of the residences is not 
fit to live in. The cost of site and con- 
struction of building has not yet been ! 
finalized, and until that has been done ib 
is not considered advisable at the prea 
time to make any statement in trae re 
gard, : ie 
Mr. NICHOLLS.—I asked that ‘ques 
tion only to ascertain whether it is ad: 
visable for people to live in the cotati 
I say it is not advisable. Maes 
Mr. GROOM.—The So yap membe 
has the answer. Ma 
Mr. Nicnotits. — Thank you a) 
much ! : 


WAR SERVICE HOMES — 
COMMISSIONER VALIDATING 
BILL. 


Message received from the Senate, re ; 
mating that it had agreed to the amend- 
ments made by the House of Representa-_ : 
tives in this Bill. ci 


PAPERS. ae 
The following papers were iebsentodl — : 


Australian Imperial Force Canteens ‘Funds > As 
Act—First Annual Report (for year ended — 
3lst May, 1921) by the ‘Trustees. 

Defence Act—Regulations ‘Ariended | Stake 
tory Rules 1921, Nos. 118 and 119, 

National Relief Fund—Final Report on the 
Administration up to Ist March, 1921. 
(Paper presented to British Parlidment, y 


TARIFF BOARD BILL. 
SECOND READING. 
















page 9991) , on motion by Mr. Grane 
That this Bill be now read a second time. 


Upon which Mr. Fenton had mo 
by way of amendment— 
That all the words after the word ‘“ now * Au 
be omitted, with a view to the insertion of the As 
following words in place _ thereof :—** wit i 
drawn for the purpose of immediately re- cast 
ing and re-introducing so as to provide for— oy 
(a) adequate guarantees for the primary a 
producers and consumers” generally ‘fats 
‘that they can obtain locally man 3 va 
factured articles or goods. at reas 

able prices ; 
(b) the securing of proper wages ‘and \ ce 
ditions for those Macnee in ie 
tected’ acini aaha Oo Aye aad ae am 


aes a van 
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join with other members of the Opposition 
in expressing profound regret and disap- 


pointment at the inadequacy of this Bill. - 


Tt will fail entirely to carry out the pro- 
mise made by the Minister for Trade and 
Customs (Mr. Greene) to provide legisla- 
tion which would secure protection, not 
enly for the manufacturer, but for the 
employee and the public generally. This 
is to be much regretted, for the present 
is a signal opportunity, by means of a 
properly administered Tariff, to establish 


the Commonwealth on a firm industrial’ 


basis. As a matter of fact,. the Bull 
does not disclose any really serious in- 
tention on the part of the Government 
to deal with those commercial agencies 
that are now working to the detri- 
ment of the public by undue inflation of 
prices and the non-observance of those fair 
and reasonable conditions that should 
govern the industrial life of this com- 
munity. Even supporters of the Govern- 
ment have expressed themselves as quite 
dissatisiied with this measure, and have 
not hesitated to express their scepticism as 
to its efficiency. It is possible that, with 
my inexperience of political life, I had 
considerable faith in the promise of the 
Minister for Trade and Customs, only to 
find it misplaced; and, in future, I shall 
certainly be more careful about accepting 
assurances of the kind. The honorable 
gentleman has not taken advantage of the 
opportunity presented to test the ques- 
tion, and place the powers of the Com- 
monwealth absolutely beyond dispute. I 
have endeavoured as a layman to acquaint 
myself with the legal side of the question, 
and, after considerable research, I have 
satisfied myself, as I hope to be able to 
satisfy honorable members, that this Par- 
hament has every power to deal with pro- 
tected industries, and to see that those 
employed in them, and the public gene- 
rally, receive just and reasonable. treat- 
ment. I candidly confess that when I was 
regarded as one of the minor lights in the 
Labour movement, while the Prime Min- 
ister was a prominent and formidable 
figure, I was under the impression that 
these powers were not within the Consti- 
tution; but I have since investigated the 
matter, and, though recognising my own 
limitations, I have come to the conclu- 
sion that it was a wrongful decision by 
which the High Court, in 1908, subor- 
dinated the Commonwealth. The case be- 
fore the Court, The King v. Barger, 


Ve 


Tariff Board  [REPRESENTATIVES.] 


Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [5.7].—1_ 


laid down in this judgment as to an im- ~ 


-clared to be unsound, In the case of the 
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dealt with an Excise matter. An | 
Excise Bill had been passed by this 
Parliament in 1906, when the late  — 
Sir William Lyne was Minister for 
Trade and Customs, and. the late 
Mr. Alfred Deakin took a very interested 
part in the debate. Mr. Justice Isaags, = 
who was the Attorney-General of that — 
day, gave the Housethe advantage of his 
legal learning, and assured honorable — 
members that there was nothing in the - 
measure to invalidate it under the Consti- 
tution. In the High Court, a majority 
decision was given against the Common- 
wealth by the late Sir Samuel Griffith, the = 
late Sir Edmund Barton, and the late 
Mr. Justice O’Connor. Mr. Justice ~~ 
Isaacs and Mr. Justice Higgins dissented, = 
and, at length, substantiated their com- ~ 
tention that the decision was not im ac- 
cordance with the desire and design’ Or ae 
the framers of the Constitution. The 
chief reason why the Bill was regarded © 
as ultra vires is to be found in the words => 
of the head-line to the case,,“ Implied ~~ 
prohibition,” as shown in the report ~~ 
of the case in Volume VI. of the ~ 
Commonwealth Law Reports of 1908. — 
That was the chief consideration upon 
which the learned Justices based their ~ 
judgment. It was sufficient, in ther — 
opinion, to justify the decision that the ~~ 
Act was ultra vires. It is further seb out ~~ 
in the head ae Bier... 
the Court held that— Oe AN 
If the control of the domestic affairs of the — 
States is in any particular forbidden by the 
Constitution, either expressly or by necessary 
implication, the power of taxation cannot be — 
exercised so as to operate as a direct inter- 
ference with those affairs in that particular. > ~ 



































It would seem to be clear, according to 
this judgment, that it is not within the ~ 
power of the Commonwealth to impose ~ 
duties of Excise in such a way as would : 
amount to a direct interference with the ~ 
domestic affairs of a State. The implied ~ 
prohibition in the Act in question was 
the chief reason for the judgment that 1t 
was ultra vires. I have devoted a»good ~ 
deal of research to this subject, with the — 
object: of assisting the House in arriving — 

at a proper decision, and I hope L shall 
not be unduly interrupted. The principle — 


plied prohibition being a guiding facto 
in determining the validity or otherwise 
of a Commonwealth Act has been de- 





are 
Ph 


“ 
¥ 


ret 


Tori oe 






Di tnatintoled owe of ahi versus 
Lhe Adelaide Steam-ship Company and 
_ Others, reported in volume 28, part 2, of 
the Commonwealth Law Reports ‘for 
1920, the majority judgment given by 
Chief Justice Knox, Mr. Justice Isaacs, 
~~ Mr. Justice Rich, and Mr. Justice Starke 
a contains this passage— 


There are other cases in which the doctrine 
of implied prohibition is more or less called 


legislative grants to the Commonwealth; it is 
' sometimes difficult to say how far the decision 
‘is dependent upon such a doctrine, and there- 
fore we hesitate to pronounce upon those cases 
and leave them for further consideration, sub- 
ject to the law as settled by this decision; but 
it is beyond any doubt that the doctrine of 

“implied prohibition” can no longer be per- 
mitted to sustain a contention, and, so far as 
» “any recorded decision,rests upon it, that de- 
eision must be regarded as unsound. 


This later judgment given by a majority 
of the High Court Justices laid it down 
that in determining the relationships of 
“the Commonwealth and the States under 
the Australian Constitution, it was un- 
‘sound to declare that a Commonwealth 
_ Act was invalid because of an ‘‘ implied 
Prohibits ” contained in. it. The 
_ judgment proceeded— 


* 

We have anxiously endeavoured to remove 
the inconsistencies fast accumulating and ob- 
- seuring the comparatively clear terms of the 
iy “national compact of the Australian people; 
_ we have striven to fulfil the duty the Con- 
_ stitution places upon this Court of loyally 
permitting that great instrument of govern- 
ment to speak with its own voice, clear ‘of any 
- qualifications which the people ‘of the Com- 
_ =monwealth, or, at their request, the Imperial 
Parliament, have not thought fit to express, 
and clear’ of any questions of expediency or 
So eae exigency which this Court is neither 
- intended to consider nor equipped with the 

means of determining. We therefore answer 
the two questions in the terms to be stated 
by the Chief Justice. 





Tn the face of that decision there is good 
justification for the contention that the 
— judgment of the Court in The King 
/. versus Barger is open to considerable 
doubt, and.that there is grave doubt as 
to whether or not the Excise Act in ques- 
tion was really ultra vires. In the in- 
terests of the Australian ,people, and in 
_ _ order to preserve the powers and prestige 
of this Parliament, the Government 
should lose no time in submitting a test , 
ease in respect of this point, so that we 
may know exactly where we stand, and 
what are our powers in regard to the 
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in aid to limit the otherwise plain import of. 
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iiaposttion of Excise duties, subject to 
certain conditions designed to bring abont 
effective protection for the people. I 
hope the Minister (Mr. Greene) and 
his colleagues will carefully consider the 
terms of the judgment given by a ma- 
jority of the Court in the case of the 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers versus ° 
The Adelaide Steam-ship Company and. 
Others in 1920, and pay special attention 
to the minority judgment delivered by 
Mr.’ Justice Higgins and Mr. Justiee 
Isaacs in the case of The King versus 
Barger. They very emphatically de- 
clared their conviction that it was the 
intention of the framers of the Constitu- 
tion to vest in the Commonwealth supreme 
power in respect of taxation. Section 51 
of the Constitution provides that— = 
subject to this Con- 


laws for the 
the 


The Parliament shall, 
stitution, have power to make 
peace, order, and good government of 
Commonwealth in respect to : 

(11) Taxation, but so as not to ‘discriminate 
between States or parts of States. 


The Excise Act to which I have been re- 
ferring was held by the High Court in 
1908 to be ultra vires because of an im- 
pled prohibition which it contained. As ~ 
a layman .that does not appeal to me as 
sound law. To the credit of the honor- 
able member for West’ Sydney (Mr. 
Ryan) be it said that long before the 
judgment of the High Court in ‘the later 
case of the Amalgamated Society of 
Engineers was given he declared his ab- . 
solute conviction that the Common- 
wealth Constitution gave this Parliament 
sufficient power to deal with those who 
were unduly raising prices. and exploiting — 
the people in respect of the commodities 
required by them. It is most satisfac- 
tory to find that opinion confirmed in 
this later judgment of the High Court, 
and we are justified in the circumstances ~ 
in supporting such an amendment as is 
now before us, since it would enable the 
Government at the earliest moment to. 


test the question that was decided agaiust 


the Commonwealth in 1908. The judg- : 
ment in The King versus Barger unduly 


‘curtailed the powers of the Common- — 


wealth Legislature in respect of taxation, — 


“although sound argument had been-ad- 


vanced that the powers of the Parliament — 
of the Commonwealth in that regard 
were equal to those of the States, In 
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the Constitution 3 the Australian Com-. 


monwealth, by Quick and Garran, the 
following passage appears at page 550 :-— 

The term ‘‘taxation’’ covers every con- 

ceivable exaction which it is possible for a 
Government to make, whether under the name 
of a tax or under such names as rates, assess- 
menis, duties, imposts, Hxcise, licences, fees, 
tolls, &c. : From. the foregoing ‘detini- 
tion it appears that the taxing power of the 
Federal Parliament is very wide and compre- 
hensive. 
If we have not power to impose an Excise 
duty, subject to certain conditions, I fail 
to see that our powers have any range at 
all. If that is the position, then our 
powers are most circumscribed, and we 
are confined within the most narrow 
limits that the framers of a Constitution 
could impose upon a Legislature. 

The Australian Constitution was based 
very largely upon that of the United 
States of America, and although the Con- 
stitution of the United States a Ameriea 
has been in operation for something like 
150 years, and Congress from time to 
time has taken to itself very wide powers 
of legislation—especially in connexion 
with the imposition of Excise duties— 
with respect to the domestic concerns of 
the States, every attempt to show that 
such legislation is ultra vires has abso- 
lutely failed. In the light of experience 
drawn from America in support of the 
belief that the judgment given in 1908 
was unsound, we have a perfect right to 
ask the Government to afford a test. The 
grant of powers to the Federation, under 
the Constitution, was intended to be abso- 
lute. The reserve powers given to the 
States did not permit, or include, any 
right of interference with those specifi- 
cally granted to the Commonwealth. 
There is no reserve power possessed by 
the States under which they may enter 
into the realm of those powers conferred 
upon the Federal authority. According 
to section 90 of the Constitution, this 
Parliament has absolute and supreme 
power over Customs and Excise. If the 
Excise Act of 1906 is adjudged wltra vires, 
there can certainly be no power held by 
the States to give effect to legislation of 
‘the kind. 
power of imposing excise must belong to 
someone; and, if the specific authority 1s 
in. ‘doubt, we have a right to claim that a 
‘ease be Hon before the High Court in 
order that the whole situation may be 
ae Tf the measure of 1906 had been 
Mr. Ty a 
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so...as not to 


‘Australia ‘thet in another is a cireum- 


It is plain, then, that the 






enacted in the Uitiedl Kinga orin any 
other unified State, it would have been ae 
garded as thoroughly Constitutional. The 
powers. of the Commonwealth in “this, be esi 
matter are plenary and absolute, Thereis — 
nothing within the Constitution which ~~ 
can justify the view that an Excise mea: 
sure is unconstitutional. Following ‘the | 
matter further, and dealing with the con- — 
tention concerning an implied prohibi- sh 
tion, I call attention to the latter portion — 

of paragraph II. ofsection’ 51)" aan) 4 
discriminate bebsrean fy ce 
States or parts of States.’ Nothing — | 
contained in the Excise Act of 1906~ 
suggests any intention to discriminate _ | 
between States or parts of States. 
Without | doubt, the law was ee i 
apply equally and universally. That cir-- 
cumstances may differ in one State from — 
those in another has nothing to do with — 

the Federal authority; they will be purely — bh 
local and locally governed. It might be Be: 
contended that our income tax legisla- fa 
tion affords undue discrimination” ea | 
tween States or parts of States in ‘seas 
because there are ieceee families in AY 
Queensland than in South Austen a 
greater measure of exemption is ries 
to the people of Queensland. The’ fact of | 
there being larger families in one part of | 








stance which is ‘The Be 
powers of income taxation’ are’ uni- ‘ 
versal and uniform. Further developing — 

my argument, I remind honorable mem- — 
bers that an Excise Act was passed by — 
the Federal Legislature making it possible 
for certain persons to secure exemption, ~~ 
in the sugar industry, if they mpl . 

white labour only. The idea was to deal — 
effectively with Kanaka labour. That ~ 
Statute demonstrated the power and con- — 
trol held by the Federal authority over an 
industry and over the. conditions which — 
should govern it. That Act has never ~ 
been challenged ; it still stands; and, so — 
long as it remains, I maintain that Boe 
is power within the Constitution to afford — 
protection to those engaged in any indus- 


purely local. 

























try, both concerning the rates, and — 
the conditions governing \ it, and! 4 a 
the prices which should be charged. xi 
for the commodity produced “by it. 


Concerning the matter of the division 
of power between Federal and State 
authorities, there is considerable differ 
ence as to ‘where the purview of pk on 
begins and of the other ends. A good 
principle ww. been Jaid down, however 

































paewor, like” all: others iny Congress, is 
‘te in itself, and may be exercised to its 
nt, and acknowledges no limitations 
those oe in the Constitu- 


aa contend that. there is nothing preseribed 
in the Federal Constitution which could 
deprive the people of effective protection 
from exploitation on the part of commer- 
cial brigands in this country. Neither 
' authority, State or Federal, is to hamper 
_ or impede the other in the exercise of its 
powers, but it is evident, from the judg- 
ment given in 1908, that the Common- 
+ wealth Parliament has been hampered in 
. “Tespect of the exercise of its power of 
gislating for the peace and good govern- 
ent of the people. It is contrary to rea- 
m to curtail the expressly granted pro- 
sions of the Constitution. Mr. Justice 
aacs, delivering his opinion in the case 
which I have referred—it will be 
ound at page 98 of the Commonwealth 
aw Reports for 1908, volume 6—said— 
It must: not be forgotten that, always apart 
from express restrictions—there being no more 
mit on the power of Commonwealth taxa- 


on than on that of a State—persons may be 
_ taxed in. any class, at any rate, for any reason. 


The High Court held—in my opinion un- 
wisely—that this Parliament had not the 
er tO impose the tax which they were 
eviewing, ‘because of certain other pro- 
sions in the measure which provided 
for its imposition. The only obligation 
- Imposed | by that measure, however, was 
P ‘that of paying taxation or being exempt 
der con circumstances. The mea- 


Court. fon Doct to zs cortard condi- 
ions to his industry. In framing the 
Wy Parliament was careful not to tres- 
ss on: the domain of the States. Mr. 
istice Tsaacg said, further, at page 


dy 


Faooptl the defendants’ acainenis here 
irs to me to do violence to the plain words 
e Constitution, and to recede altogether 
the accepted notion of Federal powers in 
ica, on the Constitution of which our 
as supposed to be based, and to judi- 
limit, rather than interpret, the grant 


on page 414 Mr. J ustice Higgins is 
tod to have said 


‘tion. 


_ person to do thea things. 


cand i feel it de- 








sirable not to cndaly pat ee i a 
tions, because they may be very valuable _ 
to our people— 
Now, by section 51 of the Consttta ltt ‘eet 
Parliament has, subject to the Constitution, © 
‘‘power to make laws for the peace, order, and 
good government of the Commonwealth with | 
regard to taxation; but so as not to. 
discriminate between States or parts of States.” 
So the Parliament has, primd facie, power to 
tax whom it chooses, power to exempt whoi 
it chooses, power to impose such conditions 
to liability or as to exemption as it chooses. _ 
Mr. Arxinson.—-Did not the majorit, ; 
of the Bench declare that what Parlia 
ment did in passing the Act they wer 
reviewing was not to impose a tae ee 


Mr. MAKIN.—The majority based 
their judgment on an implied prohiiay 
















Mr. Ryan.—They based their decane 
on a doctrine that is now exploded. vn 

Mr. MAKIN.—Quite so. In the case 
of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers 
versus the Adelaide Steam-ship Company 
the High Court indicated that this Nee ie 
an unsound principle to follow. 

Mr. Arxtnson.—Does the honorable ; 
member say that the decision in the case 
to which he refers overrules ly in the 
Barger case? at 

Mr. MAKIN.—No; but it gives Us” “i ; 
reason to believe that the decision in the © 
Barger case was not in accordance with 
the Constitution. ib ‘ 

Mr, Ryan.—It overrules the reasoning 
in the Barger case. 

Mr. MAKIN.—Quite so. The Act sey 
1906, which was under review, gave cer- 
tain ‘exemptions from taxation if certain 
things were done, but did not compel a 
If he did not — 
do them, he could not enjoy the exemp- — 
tion. Similarly under our income tax 
legislation any one who makes a ae 
tial donation to charities or public insti-- 
tutions can secure a corresponding exemp-> 
tion from assessment, but any one who: 
does not make such donations gets n 
consideration. Mr. Justice Higgins said | 
further— 


tions as to wages in a taxation Act does: not. * 
make that Act void, provided that it does. notin 
purport to regulate wages in the sense of mak- “ 
ing a law, a legislative command, to UPe ok 
wages, A aes 

According to the more recent opinion of 
the High Court we have justification fo ‘ 


Lech iat ifa test case were » submits , 


<2 


ited 
he 
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now, the powers of ie Commonwealth 
Parliament in this matter would be in- 
‘terpreted in accordance with the desires 
of the framers of the Constitution. 

Mr. Arxinson.—Assuming you -have 
the power, what could you do to achieve 
the end in view better than is proposed 
in the Bill? 

Mr. MAKIN.—The Bill merely pro- 
poses to set up another Board, which will 
have no direct power of / protecting the 
people. We have had a Tariff Com- 
mission, and the Inter-State Commission 
has inquired into Tariff matters, but the 
people have not been protected as. the 
result of these investigations; Scathing 
indictments were made against the 
manner in which certain persons had con- 
ducted their industries and businesses, 
but the public have not been protected 
from exploitation in consequence of these 
exposures. The proposed Tariff Board 
would merely have to submit a report 
once a year. 

‘Mr. Arxinson.—No; as often as one 
was asked for. 

Mr. MAKIN.—That: is not Peeniged 
for in the Bull. The Ministry propose 
merely to set up another Board, and that 
will be of no direct advantage to the 
people. The smallness of the remunera- 
tion which the members of the Board are 
to receive proves that the Government 
does not seriously intend to effectively 
prevent captains of industry from charg- 
ing the people exorbitant prices, or from 
refusing the proper industrial conditions 
to, their employees. I hope that this 
Parliament will accept its constitutional 
- obligations, 


exercise of the power which correctly 
belongs to us, and thus prevent the in- 
_juring of the consumers by the extortions 
of the manufacturers whose industries we 
have protected. 


Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [6.5].—If 
I thought that the Tariff Board would 
merely have to make an annual report 
to Parliament, I would not support the 
- Bill, because it would be merely creating 
another Board such as we have had in 
the past. The Inter-State Commission 
made a Tariff investigation, but the Go- 
vernment paid little or no attention to 


_ its reports, on the ground that they were 
_ Imade some years ago, and that cireum- 





(REPRESENTATIVES. 


and by agreeing to the 
amendment take a step towards the 



































stances had so altered since , that. 

did not meet the case. If the prope 
Tariff Board is not going to keep 
fingers on the pulse of commercial. 


industrial activities, reporting imn 


the law are ndcoxenen it will i useless. 
Therefore, this Board will be, or shapes 
be, different from any Board of which we 
have had experience in the past. ri Os 
Mr. Max1n:—Will the honorable mem- 
ber point out where in the ‘Bill thee 
provided for? Bete heh 
Mr. ATKINSON. ite may ‘not be. ees the 
pressly provided for in the Bull, but it at 
should be, and it is certainly “contem: 
plated, because the Minister is bound 
refer certain things to the~Board. 
Mr. Maxin.—How can it be conte 
plated if it is not expressed in the Bi 
Mr. ATKINSON.—I am very clear as 
to what the intention of the Government 
is. But if they do not mean to do as | 
I have suggested, I shall vote bes ey 
second reading. Bera Ms 
Mr. PARKER. Motonry.—The Bill. pro | 
vides for only an annual report, 
Mr. ATKINSON. — The} Board 
bound to pro an annual report, 








matters to the Board for inquiry and r 
port, and the Board is supposed to report 
at. once so that Parleament may strike © 
while the iron is hot. aie 14. bent 





the Honitl “including thie. dae of a, manu 
facturer who. is charging unreasonab 
high prices, or acting™ in restraint ; 
trade. 
Mr. 
reference to the retailer. a 
. Mr. ATKINSON.—The Bill adie | 
the manufacturer, and even if this Par-_ 
liament possesses the constitutional powers 
which honorable members opposite have — 
contended it does possess, IT do not think 3 
that any action likely to be taken wi Ms 
bring us into more direct touch with the — 
retailers than will be pe ae under this fr 
clause, 
Mr. Maxin.—Would Hs ‘hot be. ‘more 
satisfactory to have a test case? 
Mr. ATKINSON.—I do not see thab 
any good could come from such a case. 
The problem can be tackled more creole 
and effectively by the means Promnaee 
the Bill. No honorable member w-: 
advocate high prices and unfair dealing 
and the proposed Board will give us a 
better chance of ees with. omy 
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takai we Have ever had before, because, if Mr. Parker Motoney.—Did the honor | 
@ manufacturer is acting unfairly, Parlia- able member ever know of a Board. that 
“ment can deprive him of the protection did good work? 

“afforded by the Tariff, That.is the most. Wy ATKINSON.— Honorable mem. 
direct way in which an offender can be pers do nob seem to appreciate the dif-— 
hit. 4 ference between the proposed Board and 
Mr, Ryan.—That method might destroy others. This body will be in direct a) 
the ind ¥stry. and we do not wish to do oonstant touch with the Tarif, and Par-— 


py. that, hament should have re 
Be ports and recom- 
Mr, ATKIN SON..-What more effective mendations upon all the changing cireum-— 


action ould be taken under the amend- tsnces of commerce and in dustry: Tee 


ke fenton to pres position will not be on all fours with that — 
| of the Inter-State Commission. If I did — 
ih ee fe, eke glad i ae ‘nub tolle un- not see a chance of some practical benefit — 
i Ki Did: taking vi Ce “tea a emanating from this proposal I would nob 
4 ay eee wher sik hi espouse it; if the Board is merely to make ~ 
UO Ng Need a bine hay, Bill, y é See ee 7 WO compulsor y annual reports it will gy ) 
ke ah ee bi fe apgaeliern satisfy me. If necessary, the Bill can be 
fiom more effectively than would be pos- aeacided in euch a wily 38 ty Gi a 
es Ven done danenaie df unketrast losis. Board to report with reasonable cxpeuians! 
ation aoe kindred peer ae Ream no ae reference fot. | ‘The hag aaa 
Be. cittadasticall rE Giveke. Be the: member for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) 
hoard, Bess: I snore the danver of argued last night that the decision of the ~ 
ereating another sub-Department, Eich ee reise e us Meg case brought: by. ps A 
1p | malgamated ngineers against the ~ 
‘ Mt loaine " aall canis ihe Adelaide Steam-ship Company overruled 
8 y the earlier decision of the Court in the’ 


Me t ble for : he KY 
‘ a sips i: icine tire poe oats ‘ a Barger case. Certainly that decision did 
we overrule a lot of other decisions, but 1 


hie right stamp, and working in the ‘proper ; ees Hf 
Ne way, to render the country an incalcul- doubt if there is any member of this | 
able service. But any other sort of Board ha es ten at a close study of ne : 
would merely mean the burden of an Judgment, can form an “opinion as to 
ey _ additional ae Department, confusion where the High Court’s pronouncement | 
/worse confounded, and a hindrance in- actually leaves us. It overruled some 
feed of a help. well known decisions; but not the Barger 
1 an ‘Mr, Ryan.—Might it not be that a cer- case. ae 
"tain duty is justified, but the price Mr. Maxin.—The latest decision 
M charged by the manufacturer for his. com- proves that the Barger jndemcay was 
modity is not justified? How would the very unsound, 
honorable member deal with such a case? Mr. ATKINSON o+It dogs Hob ee 
Mr: Greene.—In those circumstances 
the duty would not be justified. Mr. Ryran.—It overruled all cases that 
a ea ATKINSON .—Parliament should were Gone Tone upon. the doctrine of im- 
_ be able to say to the manufacturer, ‘‘ We pled “ prohibition.” : 
are prepared to help you with a certain Mr. ATKINSON.—It overruled many 
a duty if you will comply with these condi- cases, but the High Court was silent in 
<A tions, namely, treat your employees fairly yogard to the Barger case. And 1 am» 
is ick and charge reasonable prices tothe public. not at all certain that a litigant could 
If you do not.conform to those conditions rely upon the decision in the Amalga- 
We arliament will reduce the Ri Hs fein mated Engineers’ case to have the judg: e 
“Wt.” Action of that kind is the benefit I 1.644 in the Barger case reversed if a 


"5 mg ex fe this nth fae similar~ issue were taken to the Cons” 
De de. LS haan ammmitlon apa 9 P The judgment in the Amalgamated En- ~ 


Mr. ATKINSON .—It is a practical gineers’. case was not conclusive in this _ . 


ect. 
sibility if this machinery is properly pak ge 
ea Tg the Board is not to do as I Mr. Parker Moroney oe not. be 


‘in ? 
have su ested, it will be no more effec- guided by it? 
avg tee. thant was the Inter-State Commis- Mr. ATKINSON.—I do not wish to 
pons in relation to Tariff matters. . take any risks. ay 





Mr. Rye The Ente) ‘rapan bot? 
eon admit that the honorable member for 
Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) and the 
honorable member for Hindmarsh (Mr. 
_ Makin) have put up a strong argument 
that i is nearly conclusive? 

Mr. ATKINSON .—I admit that ats 
is a lot to be said for their contention. 
But I maintain that the latest decision 
of the High Court has not conclusively | 
upset the judement i in the Barger case. 
Mr. Ryan.—It will be found, when 
the opportunity for obtaining a decision - 
is given, that the contention of the hon- 
 orable member for Hume is right. 

Mr. ATKINSON.—So far, the High 
Court has not said so. We can achieve 
more under this Bill, if it is operated 

as it is intended to be, than would be 
possible if the suggestion contained in the 
amendment were adopted. If we rely 
upon the general powers conferred by the 

Constitution to see that manufacturers 
charge only fair prices, there will be al- 
most interminable delays before finality 
is reached ; whereas the machinery pro- 
vided in this Bill will enable Parliament 
to speak at once. If Parliament can deal 
with the manufacturer, what need is 

there to proceed further, having regard 
_to the fact that in many cases the manu- 
- faeturer sells direct, through his agents 
‘or travellers, to the users. There is a 
ae of some good being done under 
this Bill, but I dhcies to be certain that 
the Board shall report quickly to the 
House, so that Parliament may deal 
_ Awith: the matter before the conditions 
change. 

Mr. Grecory.—This Bill proposes” au 
Board that is to be responsible to the 
_ Minister, and not to Parliament. 

AVES ATKINSON. —If the Bill does not 
onulke it clear that Parliament is to have 
-a& voice, then it can easily be made clear 
by the’ addition of a few words. I am 
_ opposed to the creation of Boards, as I 
am, opposed, to new Departments or addi- 
tions ta the Public Service, which is al-. 
ready too large for a population of 
5,000,000. 

‘Mr. Ryan. 
Gober: 
Mr. ATKINSON.—At the present time 

-[am; but we have adopted a Tariff which 

"involves millions of money, and the ap- 
-pointment of a Board of three qualified 
men — affords the possibility of ‘‘ Oia 
business ’’ for the Commonwealth. 





You are trying to make it 








the work 2 


and who are for the profiteer. 


Adelaide Shipping Company. 


Mr. Fraxcrs. Could 




























against ¢ one man—or Cae men, “ie: we 
to have despatch. If, as has been. 
gested, the Minister is to be free to ake 
what action he chooses, then the Board — 
will be & mere useless appanage. — 
Mr. Ryan. =e is all ie pe 
poses. 


Mr. ATKINSON. rhe Bill 
that that is not the intention; i 
case, we are quite competent to mal ce the 
meaning quite clear. en 

Mr. Ryan.—The vote on the ane 
ment will show who are for the pro 


vet. ATKINSON. — The 


eal 


tae ffcct: ene bee Beaks me 
chance to do something practical ani 
peditious. If a manufacturer is charg ng 
fair prices there is no need togo any fur- 
ther so far as he is concerned; but 
is desired to deal with. retains 
general legislation of an 
character will be necessary, involv 
much greater powers on the part. oO econ. i 
Commonwealth than are given in the C 


Mr. 
ti expeditious, He the mat 
turer in the only oe oa way—thi ‘ough 
his profits. | 

‘Mr. Francis. —What about the 
butors? — 


Mr. ATKINSON. eee amendmen 
will be of no use in cal direction ’ 


withstanding the Hecate in che Bie: f 
the Amalgamated Engineers again 
No one — 
can say exactly wets thas decision has 
left us. 


Mr. ATKINSON.—The 
will not enable us to find out, 
a case in the High Court ‘will n 
finality. 

Mr. FRancis.—Is it not the dist: 
and not. the provi re Whos is 
tae oe Cpe te j 





i ATKIN SON. a SO ; pale 
inl does not hit the middleman, and 









































7 ary, if this Pasltement' is to 
_ achieve the objects aimed at in the amend- 
‘ment, ,) 


Sitting uspended from 6.30 to § y.m. 


_ Mr. BELL (Darling) [8.0].—During 
the consideration of the Tariff, which this 
House has just passed, I, and ‘I feel sure, 
other honorable members, felt the neces- 
'. sity for more definite and reliable infor- 
"+ +~mation regarding the many industries 
"affected by the protection which it was 
-» proposed to afford, and I, at least, found 
that the necessary information in very 
- +Many cases was not forthcoming. It 
must be quite obvious that, although hon- 
-orable ‘members generally are familiar 
with a certain number of industries with- 
in the Commonwealth, they cannot have 
a sufficient knowledge of the whole of the 
industrial life and manufacturing in- 
_terests of the Commonwealth to be able 
to judge what is a fair and reasonable 
protection to afford in every instance. 
The honorable member who is anxious to 
do what he believes to be the right thing 
in the interests of the whole community, 
pond : is not prepared, as some are, to go to 
any lengths to keep out the imported 


shall produce the whole of its require- 
ments, feels this need for further infor- 
_ mation. We were, overwhelmed with 
literature purporting to give information 
regarding the different items in the 
schedule as we came to them, but most 
honorable members will admit that. in- 
formation obtained from such sources 
could not be regarded as reliable, since it 
came from interested parties. I. feel that 
a Board constituted on the lines proposed. 
in this Bill could, and would be able to 
“supply. ‘Parliament with the particulars 


"sary if a considered vote is to be cast. If 
for no other reason than that I would 
Maat _ Support this Bill. 

Under clause 14 the Minister may refer 
ris the Board for inquiry and report such 
matters as the ‘‘ Necessity for new, in- 
creased, or reduced duties, and the defer- 
ment of existing or “proposed deferred 
. duties. > It must be obvious that the 

Tarif schedule, despite the careful con- 


article, in order to insure that. Australia. 


_ that are absolutely desirable and neces- 
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sdmestion that ihe Minister (Mr. Giresiene 

gave to it before it was submitted, and 
notwithstanding the careful attention — 
given to it by the House, still contains 

some anomalies, and that it will be neces-— 
sary to have before us reports and advice — 
from such a Board when we proceed fo | 
revise it. : 

Mr. Ryan.—The honcrable aereee 
does not suggest that we should have such — 
reports before we deal with any requests 
that may be made to the Senate? 

Mr. BELL.—Certainly not. We have 
not yet passed this Bill, and if the debate — . 
is to go on as at present, we may not have — 
dealt with it before the Senate has con- — 
cluded its consideration of the Tariff. IT” 
am. contributing.my quota to the debate, — 
not with any such object in view, but be- — 
cause I feel it is necessary to give the 
reasons why [ shall support the Bill 
rather than the amendment which has 
been moved by the honorable member for 
Maribyrnong (Mr, Fenton). One of the 
purposes of the proposed Board—and a — 
purpose which all hon6rable members con- 
sider to be most important—is that of © 
giving consideration to the prices charged 
by manufacturers who are adequately — 
protected by the Tariff. Paragraph h of — 


clause 14 provides that the Minister may _ 


refer to the Board for inquiry and Te i 
port— NG 
Any complaint that a manufacturer is taking 
undue advantage of the protection afforded him 
by the Tariff, and in particular in regard to 
his— 
(i) charging. unnecessarily high prices for 
his goods; or 
(ii) acting in restraint of trade to tha 
detriment. of the public. 


and under sub-clause 3: it is provided — 
that— 

Tf the Board finds, on inquiry that any com- 
plaint referred to it under paragraph h of 
sub-section (1) of this section is justified, a" 
may recommend— ; 

(a) that the amount of duty payable on 

the goods, the subject of the com- | 

-plaint, be reduced or abolished . 2 
I have long held the opinion that, ace 
though it may not be possible for us to ~ 
regulate prices generally, it should be 
possible to deal with those manufacturers 
who may be charging unreasonably high 
prices for their goods, and who. are eee 
celving ‘the benefit of a highly protective — 
Tariff, by withholding or abolishing the 
duty. If a manufacturer can obtain ex-~ 
cessive prices for his. goods, then ob- 
viously the necessity for a highly protec- — 


whey 


tive duty in respect of them does not — 
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exist. That, I think, will be conceded. 
If we are going to give manufacturers the 

benefit of high protection, the public in 
general are entitled to expect that they 
shall be dealt with fairly by the mapu- 
facturing community. I am not going to 
say that ‘we would be justified in attempt- 
ing to.regulate prices generally through- 
out the Commonwealth, nor that we 
should be justified in restricting trade, as 
I believe we should by trying to insist 
upon all imported goods being sold at 
fixed rates, such as would be considered 


by a Board, after inquiry, to be reason- 


able. But I do say that the public gene- 
rally, who have to pay for the protec- 
tion afforded our manufacturers, have a 
right to insist upon those manufacturers 
“»ylaying the game” by them, by supply- 
ing their manufactured articles at what 
is considered to be a reasonable price. 
The honorable member for Maribyrnong, 
in the first part of his amendment, pro- 
poses practically to deal with the regula- 
tion of prices in the way proposed by the 
Bill as it stands. He speaks of obtaining 

“adequate guarantees for the primary 
producers and consumers generally that 
they can obtain locally-manufactured 
articles or goods at reasonable prices.’ 
That is, in effect, what the Bill proposes 
_ to do. 

Mr. Frenton.—We have no guarantee 
that that will be done. 

Mr. BELL-—The purpose of the 
amendment is really to do that which 
the Bill already proposes to do. Whe- 
ther or not the means provided in the 
Bill will bring about the desired result is 
quite another “question. The only remedy 
proposed is the reduction or abolition of 
the protective duty applying to goods in 
respect of which an unreagonable price 
is charged. The honorable member for 
Maribyrnong does not set out in_ his 
amendment what he would do to insure 
that primary producers and consumers 
shall obtain their goods at reasonable 
prices. 

Mr, Frenron.—The honorable member 
would not expect me to do that in an 
amendment. 

Mr. BELL.—I admit that it would be 
scarcely possible for the honorable mem- 
ber to set out in his amendment what his 
remedy would be. That being so, it 
would be necessary for me to see the mea- 


~ 
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posed by him would, in my opinion, 
effective. is 
Mr. Ryan.—He would, at least, _ eure 
vide the remedy of abolishing the duty, AYN. 
plus something else. pak Sa 
Mr. BELL.—In my opinion, the abel” rie 
tion of the duty is the only remedy the 
honorable member could put forward, 
and, therefore, I think his amendment is eee: 
unnecessary. I do not know to what ex- 
tent he expects the House to go to insure ~ | 
an adequate guarantee to the cogsumer = 
that he will secure his manufactured 
goods at reasonable prices. Everything 
depends, of course, upon the imterpreta- 
tion of the word “reasonable.” Coming 
to the.second part of the amendment, we 
find that it refers to “the securing of 
proper wages and conditions for those em= 
ployed in protected industries.” I ad- 
mit that this Bill does not attempt to © 
regulate the conditions obtaining in pro- — 
tected industries. In that respect the 
amendment goes very much further than ~~ 
does the Bill. I take it that the honor- 
able member, in referring to a guarantee — 
that the consumer shall obtain his goods — 
at a reasonable price, means that he 
wants to insure that the prices of our ~ 
manufactured products shall be fairly — 
cheap. He wants the wages of those en- — 
aged in the protected industries to be © 
very much higher; he wants the em- — 
ployees to have better conditions and a 
shorter hours; and, at the same time, he : 
desires that the consumer shall get his 
goods at lower prices. I-donot knowhow 
it is possible to have shorter hours and — i 
higher wages and at the same time to | 
have lower prices. He 
Mr. Fewron— What I desire is tae 
the profits, instead of going info one — 
pair of pockets, as at present, shall pee 
shared by the manufacturers, their em- 
ployees, and the consumers. rm 
Mr. BELL.—In all probability, home fie: 
orable members opposite, with myself and — 
others on this side of the House, are in s 
agreement on that point, otherwise we 
should not be supporting this measure. ‘ 
[f we are going to protect industries toy 
such an extent as to build” up in this coun- 
try huge monopolies and give them abso-— 
lute control of prices, then we are over- y: 
doing the policy of Protection. We have 
relied upon the possibility of having such 




































sure he proposes to introduce before I a measure passed as would insure that, our es 













rhs, ould. 
14 So far, 
i ne a ‘y oe that should be the ideal. 






































of Raintan that price poling 
nnot be | done with satisfaction. The 

t desire it. “Our experience 
during ‘ the t: was anything but satis- 
i Gseince to the consumer. Price fixing by 
a State or by a Board or by any other 
_ authority has failed. The system as a 
/ System has been discredited. Even if it 


and reasonable price at, which to sell a 
cammodity, at seems to me that the price, 
when fixed, would not give satisfaction. 

pear. Ryan. —Is not the price of sugar 


te neers 


Dine lene to Be prices easly 
Citenni fe tie evil. The effect of fixing 
he price of sugar was to increase the cost. 
Mr. Ryan-—Some one fixes the price of 
everything. The question is, who should 2 
Mr. BELL.—What we need is free and 
“open competition, and plenty of it. 

I am interested particularly in the con- 
stitution of the Board and in the action 
ikely to be taken by tha Government 
1pon receipt of a report from that body. 
jome criticism concerning this matter of 
rocedure has been offered by the honor- 
le member for Balaclava (Mr. Watt), 
d the Minister (Mr. Greene) has given 
i ‘ ‘assarance that should there be any- 
- thing unsatisfactory in fhe verbiage of the 
Ges clause dealing with the procedure it will 

"be amended. It is proposed that the 
_ Board, after making due inquiry, shall re- 
| port to the Minister. Parliament should 
take action, and not the Minister. I am 
& Lot willing to delegate to the Minister 
a y more powers than he possesses to-day. 


om him some of the powers given under 
Customs Act. It is not sufficient for 


able of Parliament. Parliament 
d be able to deal with such questions 
eductions, or increases, or the aboli- 





| GrREENE.—It will have to me SO’; 
s no question about that. 





all Bids tadits members are in 


Minister merely to lay the report upon, 


. aes men. 


‘the Minister for Trade and Customs 


é that cleared. up. 


of their time will be occupied by their 








Ried BELL 7 am a ee ae 
Tt will be. agreed that’ 

the constitution of the Board is all-im- 
portant. The honorable member for Bala- 
clava has suggested that the projected fees 
will be quite inadequate to secure the very 
I hold that the member; 
should be paid fixed salaries. The whole 


duties. With regard to the constitution — a 
of the Board, I agree that an officer of | 
the Department should be its chairman ; ; 
but, in the selection of other members, T 
hope that whatevér Minister or Ministers: 
may have to make the appointments: 
from time to time, they will not allow, 
their own views or policy—namely, a a 
between Protection and Free Trade 
to influence them. It is well that 



















should bring before Parliament a Tariff 
so framed as to conform with the policy 
publicly announced by his. Government 
but, when it comes to a matter of select: 
ing ‘the personnel of the Board, prejudices 
in either direction should nob be given. 
rein.» Any one who has been associated 
with an organization advocating a Pro. 
tectionist policy should not have a seat as. 
a member of the Board any more than an 
individual who is a well known advocate oN 
of Free Trade. I am not one who be- ~ 
eves that, simply by offering high 
salaries, the best brains are to be secured. 
First of all, men of character are wanted, ih 
men of natural ability. The mere fact 
that a man has been successful in business 
will not necessarily fit him more mig 
than any other to sit upon the Board. It _ 
is likely that a man who has had some ex- 








‘perience in varied branches of industry — 


will prove more valuable than a successful 
business specialist. I believe that tho. ‘ 
Board will be able to give to the Minister . 
and Parliament information which will — 
prove very helpful upon occasions when 
the Tariff has to be revised. I do nob 
expect that the Board will do everything 
that is desired, but it is an attempt in 
the right direction. While : sympathize 














ber for tte ayaa cuie (Mr. Fenton), 1 ( 
cannot support his amendment, because ic 
think that it would be pcisuieeae «ANA 

Mr. GIBSON (Corangamite) [8.31]2— _ 
Tt seems to me that if we were to have a fad 
Tariff Board it should have been before 
the Tariff schedule was discussed. “Whe iy: 


4 

















we were considering the Customs and ‘Ex | 
cise Tariffs every manufacturer - in nthe” R 








Tariff Board 





‘ country placed information bhiors us, 
and it was impossible to know what 
ficures were reliable and what were not. 
Members, however, received information 


from all sources, and had to judge of its . 


value as best they could, The proposed 
Board, apparently, is to do what each 
member did for himself during the Tariff 
debates. It is going to collect: informa- 
tion on Tariff matters, and this informa- 
tion will be placed before Parliament; 
but it will remain for members to discuss 
the pros and cons of every proposal, just 
as they have done recently. Should a 
Board be appointed, I think it will not 
be wise to pay its members at the rate of 
£5 5s. a. sitting for working intermit- 
tently, The members of any Board 
should be independent of manufacturing 
and business interests, so as to be able to 
deal with matters without bias or pre- 
judice, and for such men the proposed 
remuneration would be insufficient. It 
will be necessary to appoint to the Board, 
should a Board be constituted, reliable 
men, who will be paid decent salaries; 
but I see no need for a Tariff Board at 
all. Clause 14 requires the Minister to 
refer to the Board for inquiry and réport 
any complaint that a manufacturer is 
taking undue advantage of the protection 
afforded to him by the Tariff. It will 


be very difficult to say when a 
‘manufacturer is doing that. Who is to 
determine what is an unfair profit? A 


manufacturer possessing a large plant, 


and having a big. turnover, may, if his - 


management be sood, be producing at a 
very much lower cost than another in a 
smaller way; but could it be said that 
the smaller man was charging too much 
because the larger man was making @ 
good profit by charging the same prices 
for his goods? Besides, it is often not 
the manufacturer, but the middleman, 
who makes’ the big profits; and there 


seems to be nothing in the Bill to prevent’ 


the making of profits by the distributer. 
In the past, many of our woollen mills 
have sold their output for a term of years 
at specified prices, giving, of course, a 
fair profit. But the Flinders-lane mer- 
chants, who have purchased the goods, 
have charged very high prices for them, 
and have ‘made much bigger profits than 
the manufacturers. There is nothing. in 
the Bill to prevent that sort of thing. 
The Bill does not go far enough to pro- 
tect the consumer of locally-manufac- 
i Site goods, and I cannot see how he is 
Mr. eth, | 





(REPRESENTATIVES.| 


& 


to have worked to secure for the manu- 5 







toa be riitibacticgd 
Nk ea declaring te sir 


Mr. 
question was tested 2 | Ao ae ea 

Mr. GIBSON.—I think ‘hat ib ee : 
been tested, and that the High Court has 
declared that we have not the necessary a 
powers. The penalty provided by the 
Bill for taking undue advantage of the ae 
protection afforded to an industry is the 
removal or reduction of duties; bub that 
does not prevent the middleman from 
charging what prices he likes. 

Mr. Ryan.—There is nothing in ths 
Bill to protect those. err ts in an ane 
dustry. - | 

Mr. GIBSON, —Members opie seem 
























facturers the highest profits possible, and — 
there must be some understanding behind 
their policy. The members of the Labour 
party did all that they could to place the 
highest, duties on everything that the pro-— 
ducers of the country have to buy, and 
now the honorable member for Maribyr- 
nong (Mr. Fenton) and others are exer-— 
cised in their minds as to what soon ( 
action they should take. oP 
Mr. Ryan.—On what side are you going 
to vote? 
Mr. GIBSON.—I shall oppose the Bill, 
because I do not think that it can be 
effective. If it would prevent the char 
ing of undue profits, I should support it; — 
but I do not think that it can do that. 
The honorable member for Maribyrnong 
asks for adequate guarantees for the 
primary producers and consumers gener- a 
ally, so that they may obtain locally manu- 
factured goods at reasonable prices ; | 
how is he going to bring that about? — 
Lied RiLey.—How do farmers fix prlee 
now 
Mr. GIBSON.—A farmer has to sell 
in the world’s markets. Pei 
Mr. Riuey.—You fix the prices A 4 
butter and of wheat. ae 


Mr. 
vernments have done that § in ee a 
chases in the open market. | 

Mr. Frenron.—Does the honorable mem- is 
ber say that the producers’ companies da 
not fix the price of butter every | te 


“e 
















































| , am aeaoe ecodt to 
he fixation of prices. There has been too 
auch of ate The Leader of the Opposition 
Mr. Tu lor), when Minister for “daile 


tte: prohibited the export of butter shad) 
ta certain ‘orn ane ai ore what 


Mr. Ryan Sa the honorable mem- 
r suggest that there is no way of giving 
equate guarantees for securing that the 
Wimary producers shall obtain locally 
manufactured articles at reasonable prices ? 


Mr. GIBSON.—I cannot see how that 
can be done, and it cannot be done under 
this Bill. The honorable member for 
Maribyrnong wishes also to secure proper 
wages and conditions for those employed 
in protected industries. Why does he not 
say, ‘‘ to those engaged in them”? Is 
only the working man who is to have a 
air deal? — 
. Mr. Feniron, —We desire a fair deal for 


Mr. GIBSON. —Remembering the hon- 
orable member’s attitude cn the Tariff, I 
i hould like to know why he moved this 
nendment, if it be not that his con- 


Mr. FEnTON.—It bives effect to what 
has been our programme for ths last. ten 
ba ears. # 1 


Ee pecucite th aes on the statute-book 
; See - hig kind he now sonar 


Ss we did.) An Neb was 
assed which the High Court held to be 
nvalid ; but we say now that that deci- 





td be invalid. What. was cea then 
not be right now. I should like to 
ow how the honorable member for 
wribyrnong will insure to the farmer a 
r and binder at a fair price? Mr. 


nas a down a peers at a cost 











in accordance with his wpahfattue: 
ts? Because it may be that other 
pad manufacture more ee 


wh PR Ak: 
fh rhe th) * 





not been for the definite promise made 


eatchpenny arguments. 





Ba a a 


Mr. ena —Do you. think that you | 
are paying a fair price now for these ome a 


chines ? 
Mr. GIBSON.—The present price is ‘ 
unfair, igi 
Mr. FENTON, —Then it should be re- A 





fie a 

Mr. GIBSON.—Yet the Anti- dumipite eee 
Bill insists that importers must charge a 
20 per cent. profit, otherwise such goods. 
will be classed as ‘‘dumped.’’ If it had. 










to Mr. McKay two years ago, we might” 
now be getting a reaper and binder for’ 
£80 instead of having to pay £103 for — 
one, and this under a 10 per cent. Tariff, 
while under the 45 per cent. Tariff, a_ 
binder will cost us about £130, while the | 
Canadian farmer can get a similar ma-_ ny 
chine for £60. I cannot see that the — 
Bill will benefit in any way the purchasers 
of articles manufactured in this county 
under the Tariff. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [8.45] a 
rise, with pleasure, to support the amend- 
ment moved by the honorable member for 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton). I indicated” 
in my earlier speech that I was very dis-— 
appointed with the provisions of the Bill, 
in that they did not carry out the assur- 
ance given by the Minister in the earlier © 
stages of the Tariff discussion that steps 
would be taken, within the legislative 
power of the Commonwealth, to insure 
that consumers and primary producers 
would be able to purchase locally-manu- 
factured articles at reasonable prices, and 

also that adequate wages would be paid — 
in protected industries, I thought 1 
made my position quite clear, but, in view 
of the speech just made by the fonorallee. se 
member for Corangamite (Mr. Gibson), | 
I shall recapitulate briefly what I con- 
ceive to be the position in regard to the 
Tariff. As a Protectionist—and I claim f 
that no policy but Protection is sound for. 
this country—l pointed out that it is the 
duty of Parliament, which has control 
over the imposition of Customs duties 


Mr. Greson.—The honorable enihone 
should have listened to the speech made — 
to-day by a member of we own party in 
another place. 

Mr. RYAN.—I do ae wish to listen 
to the speeches in another place. I de 
sire to reason this question out from bed- 
rock principles, and not by means of — 
For a country 
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' » Like Australia a eae Ree is neces- 


sary. By no other method can we make 
‘this country great and self-contained. If 
we fail to realize the necessity for making 
it self-contained, which can be done only 
“by a policy of Protection, we have utterly 
failed to learn the lesson of the war. If 
anything has been driven home to us by 
the war it is that a community must be 
able to produce, within its own borders, 
all things necessary for the carrying on 
of the community, and must not be de- 
pendent for supplies upon. markets over- 
seas. If Australia had been dependent 
upon overseas countries for everything 
she required during the war she would 
have been in a very bad position. But, 
as a corollary to a policy of Protection, it 
ig necessary that Parliament, which im- 
poses that policy, shall follow it to. its 
logical conclusion and insure, so far as 
lies within its power, that the consumers 
and primary producers receive their 
manufactured requirements at reasonable 
prices. Surely no one can cavil at that 
‘policy. The Minister has failed, in this 
measure, to -bring forward proposals that 
will protect the primary prodtfcer by in- 
suring that he will get his machinery at 
“a reasonable price, or that will insure 
proper conditions for those engaged in 
protected industries. 

Mr. Greson.—The honorable member 
wants to guarantee the wages of the in- 
dustrialists. Wall he guarantee the wages 
of the primary producer? 

Mr. RYAN—I desire to. guarantee 
that he should be protected in regard to 
_the price he pays for articles manufac- 
tured in Australia. 

Mr. Gisson.—How would the honor- 
ep member arrive at a fair profit? 

Mr. RYAN.—If the honorable member 
Sova that he cannot arrive at a fair profit 
and that we can do nothing, that is the 
end of the matter so far as he is con- 

cerned. I say we can do something, and 
‘must do something, otherwise we have no 
right to be here. If we can do nothing, 
we might as well hand over our guns. 

Mr. Grsson, 
yers on one side saying that we can do 
nothing while the lawyers on the other 
side say that we can do something. 

Mr. RYAN.—Something may be said 
for those who contend that there is no 
constitutional power to act, and also for 





ih ; LS e ee contend iy there is earn | 





the plain language contained im the docu 


There is a set of ° ‘Taw- 


. the decisions of the Court in an abstre 




























who merely criticise. eae say itabt ) 
do nothing. I submit that we 
something, and Nua it is our duty 
it. I congratulate the honorable 1 


ie other honorable members whi | 
from this side of the House. ‘upon. 
clear exposition of the law in regard to 
the power of Parliament to aet in this ~~ 
matter. They have dealt very fully with 
the interpretation of the Constitution | i 
the’ High Court in 1908, and recently in 
the case brought by the ‘Aneldeet 
Society of Engineers against the Adelaide 
Steam-ship Company. It has been clea 
demonstrated that the High Court, as at 
present constituted—Chief Justice Sir 
Adrian Knox, and Justices Isaacs, Hig 
gins, Starke, Rich, and Powers—has de- 
finitely decided. that the doctrine on 
which the Barger case was decided 
1908 is now exploded, and that the € 
monwealth Constitution must be dect 
according to the principles laid down by 
the Privy Council in the case of Webb v 
Outtrim and according to the meaning of 


ment, : 
Mr. Gigson.—It is possible for. the 
High Court to give two ci decisions 
at. different times. 

Mr. RY AN.——That is a tacu that. 
honorable member need not have €o: 
into Parliament to learn. But ‘to-day 
the Court is composed differently fre 
‘del it was: in 1908, and. its recent ad 
















ay represented the views joe oe 
majority of the Court, namely Sir Sam 
Griffith, Sir Edmund Barton, and M. 
J pce. O'Connor _ Justices Isaacs 


M ir. Mowe, —The eee 
constituted the majority were Lin, 
men, } 
Mr, RYAN,—T have nothing Wiaties 
to say against them. They were thre 
very able men and three good Judges. — 
I were discussing them/ I would have — 
nothing but the highest encomiums to ~ 
pass upon them. But I am dealing wi 


way, and T say that a full Bench of thw 
Court as now constituted has decid 
that the doctrine upon which the decision 
in Pie pie ae case was based is now ex: 
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im <M ey Bepulied by those three learned 
_ Judges shall not apply. Therefore, I 
_ eontend that we have power to legislate 
on lines similar to the Excise Tariff Act 
* which was held to be invalid”in 1908, 
— and, as was pointed out by the honorable 
ie “member for Hindmarsh (Mr. Makin), “to 
'. pass legislation similar to the Sugar Ex- 
Ry cise and Bounty Act, which, as honorable 
_ members know, was passed in order to 
' secure the employment of white labour in 
the sugar industry in Queensland and 
~ abolish the--employment of coloured 
- labour. So much for the power of this 
_ Parliament. It does not rest with me 
or with the Minister or with members in 
_ the Corner to decide the matter, but the 
honorable member for Wilmot (Mr. 
~ Atkinson), speaking as a member of the 
legal profession from the Government side 
of the House, has admitted that the argu- 
ments adduced by laymen on this side of 
the House are nearly conclusive. Even 
he is nearly convinced—I have no doubt 
Pihat he is actually-convinced, but will not 
admit it—that the contention from this 
side of the House in reference to the power 
' of this Parliament is conclusive. Then, 
why not take a step, by means of effective 
legislation, or what will be effective legis- 

' lation if it is passed, to carry out the 
' objects I have indicated, namely, to se~ 
/, cure to the primary producer his manu- 
_ factured articles at a reasonable price and 
»~ to also secure, what was the object of the 

| Excise Tariff Act, the payment of proper 
wages and the observance of proper con- 
_ ditions in the manufacturing industries? 
It is our duty to exercise what we con- 
_ ceive to be our power, and have the ques- 
_ tion as to the existence of that power 
decided by the High Court, which will 
be uninfluenced by anything said on this 
' side of the House, or by members on the 
- Government side, or by honorable mem- 
: é bers in the corner. 

Mr. Fenton.—The Court’s decision is 
- an invitation to us to do so. 

Mr. RYAN.—Exactly. It is admitted 
Ce the Bill brought forward by the 
Minister dees not profess to do anything 
to secure proper wages and conditions for 
those employed in the manufacturing in- 
 dustries. The Government did not set 
out todo that. It is admitted, also, by a 


effective provision in the Bill to insure 
_ that the primary producer should secure 
| . manufactured articles at reasonable prices. 
a ion Hii. —How are wages to be fixed 


{18 Jury, 1991.) 


‘talk is so much make-believe, 


majority in the House that, there is no- 
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Mr. RYAN.—JI am just coming to thaby 


It has been suggested that no honorable 
member on this. side of the House has 


shown how this system can be carried oub, 
and that the 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) has moved an ° 


amendment without having any idea as 
In other 


to how it can be made effective. vi 
words, honorable members in the corner’ ~ 
say that we can do nothing, and that our 
LT. shail: 
address myself to that aspect of the case, © 
and show how something can be done. } 
is admitted, and it is common ground, 
that if this amendment is carried there’ . 
will still remain only the remedy pro- 
posed in this measure, namely, the power — 
to reduce or remove the duty upon any | 
protected article. But the 


further; he wants, not only-the remedy — 
provided in the Bill, which, after all, 1s — 


ineffective, but also. to place upon the ig 
which will be ~ 


statute-book provisions 
effective in compelling the observance of 
certain conditions in the industry. and the 
vending of manufactured articles at rea- 
sonable prices. For illustration, T need 
only refer to the Sugar Excise and Bounty _ 
Act.” That measure provided for the pay- 
ment of an excise duty unless certain con- 
ditions were complied with. Parliament 
there’ said, as it did in the Excise Tariff 
Act, ‘‘ If you do not sell your manufac- 
tured article at a reasonable price, to be 


decided by a competent and independent 


tribunal, or pay a decent wage to your 
employees, you will have to pay an Excise 
duty.’’ | 
Mr. Grerenr.—The honorable member is 
not quite right. 
Mr. RYAN.—Will the honerehes mem- — 
ber explain to me wherein I am wrong? 
Mr. Greene.—Excise was leviable on, 
all sugar made in Australia, and then 
Parliament gave back a bounty on white- 
grown sugar. ; 
Mr. RYAN.—That is exactly the same : 


principle. I was referring to the Rae s 
case. ie 
Mr. Greene.—Barger’s case involved 1 


a different principle. 
‘Mr. RYAN.—The same iat ap ei 
plies. ete 
Mr. Gremne_—_No. ee 
Mr. RYAN.—In Barger’s case the Bx- ah 
cise was to be paid; but there were exemp- 
tions on complying with certain hale ; 
ditions. ie 


! 


~ 


honorable member for 


Te 


honorable 
member fer Maribyrnong proposes to go ~ 





f 





was the same, 


Mr. | Greenr—That is 3 






Phing o. 
ae Ae RYAN. “Bui the same principle e 
applies, The Minister may say that it 


does not; but I'am glad to see nods of 
assent from honorable members opposite, 
who do not agree with me politically. 


The same principle applied in the case 
of the Sugar Excise and Bounty Act. 


Mr. Gremnn.—It is a different prin- 
ciple. 

Mr. RYAN.—Not at all; the result 
Therefore, by. the exercise 
of the Commonwealth power of taxation, 


it can be so arranged that an Excise duty 


is payable; but an exemption may be. : 
made in the case of those manufacturers. 


who supply their manufactured article at 


a reasonable price to the primary pro- 


ducer. Is that not a way in which it can 
be done? Does any one question—do the 
members of the Corner party question— 
' that it can be done in that way? Unless 
the amendment is carried it will not be 


possible to put in this Bill any such 
‘provision. 
opportunity to deal with the matter, we 
shall not have another. 


If we do not take the present 


Sir Josernx Coox.—T'o be logical, the 
honorable member ought to go further, 
and fix the prices at which all other pro- 
duets shall be sold. 

Mr. RYAN.—I am going just as far 


i he is necessary for the case before me. 


Sir Josepa Coox.—Exactly. 
Mr. RYAN.—I do not propose to 
wander all around the compass, but to 
_ confine myself to the distance I can go 
on the subject-matter with which I am 
Loeae Bs 

Sir Joszepn Ooox.—That is the “nigger 


in the pile,” is it not? sec 
Mr. RYAN.—There is no “ nigees et | 


"the pile.” 

Mr. 
_ price at which the article is sold? 

Mr. RYAN.—I would limit it to a 
‘teasonable price. I, however, would not 
~ decide that, but would have some tribunal, 
or board, if honorable members chose— 
some competent and capable body. 

Mr. Gisson.—This Board can only re- 
haan’ to Parliament; it cannot fix 
_ prices. vi ) 

Mr. RYAN. —That is all the Board 


ean do; and it is for that ineffectiveness 






mg at hig condemn the Government, BES 


" 


01 a honorable members 


Si 
ad) 


ment from this side. 
now with is the welfare of the gre 


Ginson.— You would limit the! 


that they represent the farmer 





| Di RS, ane aay is to end 








“hy “different ; th 







able uchine effective to ie ae ) 
Sir Josepa Coox Rte all, re 





































ous to be passed off in that way. 
I wish to impress on my pave 
Country party is that this amendment 
moved fas the purpose of doing somet 
effective in the interests of the prim 
producers and others who come wit : 


ambit. 


power to fae it : dows tol a ‘reas 
limit; do you suggest that? : 
“Mr. RYAN.—1. have not sugs 
anything in regard to that, but ha 
fined myself to the amendment, . 
Mr. Hiru.—I am ae + 


of the aes fell below the cost 
duction ? 
Mr. RYAN.—Need I assure 4 
erable member at once that I 
think that the Government will ; 
anything likely to be in the intere of 
the primary producer. That is 
have been trying to impress on the i use 
all the time. ue 


honorable member for Echuca (Mr. 
likes us; he knows jolly well the 
tion would not do so! | 

Mr. RYAN.—I am not eonceciaae 
whether the honorable member woulc 
fer the present Government or a ( 
All I am co 


of the people who have sent us her 
whom, at some stage, we have to fac 
ask for a renewal of their confiden 
am just reminded that, as I have 
said, I am entirely in favour of 
mary producer getting a fair Tet 
his labour. | 
Mr. Hitu.—How are you going t 
it to him when the world’s marke 


Our friends opposite, 


that they can do nothing. Hoy 
do not wish to be drawn aw Aya) 1 


g the ‘obj ect 


: is) milk-and-water oe 
e-off affair, which puts a 


m the Minister. One of the Go- 
supporters has said that this 


useful when the next Tariff is 


nb goodness knows when that 


ILLTAM. —Not hefore the next 

_ RYAN.—In the meantime ib is 
Pp posed. to build up another Department, 
nvolvin; more expenditure, which the 
taxpaye! will have to provide. We go 
on creating Department’ after Depart- 

ent to no good purpose whatever. — 

Mr. Arxinson.—Wovld the amend- 
ment, ifs carried, do away with the Tariff 


iy Mr. “RYAN. —The aiiernenh would 
ke. the | Bill effective, and not neces- 
ly mean a Tariff Board, seeing that 
Minister, at the present time, has all 
powers proposed to be conferred on 

he: ‘Baa and can use the Tariff 
anch of the Customs Department to 
se all the necessary inquiries, The 


mmonwealth has carried on for all, 


se years without any# necessity for this 
wd; and why this sudden proposal, 
r we have passed the Tarifi—after the 
e has gone by when the information 
Id be utilized ? 
a ah 
DEPUTY SPEAKER. —Order ! 
ae honorable member ibe already 


i aes, Bivendiment:. 

Mr. RYAN. —I refer to the bill uty 
so far as it is connected with the amend- 
ment, and I am showing that the amend- 

pen will turn a make- believe inta a 


8) honorable meinbers will not - 


this opportunity of doing something 
y efiective, they will have no further 
tunity. ‘The members of the Coun- 


nt cannot introduce a Bill and pass 
} ae Wwe on this side; we can do 
i until our friends on the Treasury 


“bench bring forward a measure which 


may amend or re-cast. 
e allow this opportunity to pass, the 
hance of assisting the primary producer 

ne. I hope that honorable members 

bear that fact in mind, and realize 
ell esponsibility when we Aah to vote. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [9.8]— 
he have ha many Boards and many 
is to deal with the Tariffs, and 


The , ablest 


This is a make-believe: 


I repeat, that 


two from, outside, 


fines years of BdseniGe: it am ee 
the Leader of the House (Sir J Ma 


Commission ERE by Bote ‘Hous 


was one of the ablest bodies of men that 


ever took evidence throughout Australia. — 
The evidence taken was exceedingly va 
able, and a Tariff Bill was introduced by 
the late Sir William Lyne not very long 
after the report was published, although 
that gentleman did not give eflect to any 
one of the recommendations therein. Weta 
have had Boards and Com ris Ga deal- 
ing with. Tariffs and price-fixing 

it is proposed to appoint eas 

idea is to appoint three men, who are. ‘to 
be the judges of all the industries, all the 
company operations, and all the indu 


trial life of this country. Why, it is a 


positive farce! Supposing the members 
of this Board start out with. an investi: 
gation regarding harvesters—and they 


could not start on a much better com- 


modity—by the time they have taken 
evidence and threshed it’ out, and pre-. 
sented their report to the Minister 
they will have had to start another in- 
vestigation in an entirely opposite line of 
activity. It is expected that three men 
chosen by the Minister will be experts on 
every conceivable subject under the sun. 
We have had a very good example of such 
expectations in the case of the Concilia- 
tion and Arbitration Court, where a 
Judge was expected to be an arbitrator 
in the shipping industry to-day, and in 
the shearing industry to-morrow—was ex- 
pected to have a full knowledge of all the 
industries, all the lines of demarkation 
between the different trade unions, and 
of all the differences between capital and 
labour. It is too much’ to expect any 
man to become an expert in all the rami- 
fications of our industrial life. Ly 


evitine ae the peas in queso 
would have been ludicrous if they had 
not been so serious. Now we are aske 
to appoint a Board, one member of which 
is to be selected from the Adminietrative 
Staff of the Department, and the other. 
who are expected te g 
deal with all the phases of industry: n 
Australia. This Board, I suppose, is @ 
pected to report to the Minister some ti 


on ee Res the at of J Judgment 



























































bi iect. ia Bey 2 Hoverinene! or P: x] 


an attempt to take away from the 


- Minister the responsibility that is rightly 


- his. 


“Mr. Ryan. inh d call the Bill a Pea. 


en - there is not much difference be- 
_ tween a 

Mr. .McWILLIAMS.—We may call 
the Bill what we choose. There may be 


many amendments moved; and this re- 
minds me of the story of the boy who 
_ took a mongrel pup to an old Dutchman, 
and asked him where he suggested the 
dogis: tail should be cut, whereupon the 
Dutchman replied, ‘‘ Shust behind de 


on ears.’ That, I think, would be the best 


way to deal with thjs ’ Bill—eut it “© Just 
behind the ears.” — 
Sir Josera Coox.—The honorable mem- 
ber surely got that out of Comzc Cuts. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I do not wonder 
ab the right honorable gentleman being a 
little bit afraid, and just a wee bit 


ashamed, of the Tariff Bill that has just 


- been passed : and I suppose that now the 
_ Government desire some.way of removing 
the responsibility from their own shotl- 
ders. However, the House, in its wis- 
dom, has passed the Tariff Bill, and now 
it is proposed to appoint a Board, one 
member of which has hitherto been em- 
aves in the Customs House wholly and 


sie in dealing with imported goods. 


Heaven knows that some of the decisions 
given in the Customs House regarding 


these goods are peculiar enough! 


Mr. Greene.—I suppose the honorable 





i ; member thinks he could have done the 





Me 









” ork a good deal better ! 





| Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I do not; 7 am. 


inot like the Minister, an expert on ‘all the 


industries of Australia. However, if I 
ae had information. supplied to me as 
‘eopiously as he had, I suppose I should 





ay “7 Rob have been a very much worse judge 


than himself. With all due deference to 
the Government Departments, I may say 
2 ais the fact that a man is a first-class 
_ Government official sometimes invali- 
dates his judgment in outside busi- 
“ness. “matters. 
years of his life to the Service, and we 
_ know that service in the Customs House 


pat vis particularly restricted. | 
Sir Josepn Coox.—That argument 


my piare apply both ways. He would know 


as much about the business of the man 


ment. trying to shirk its legitimate. Te. -man outside okt whom e 
sponsibilities.. This Bill is a camouflage, _ | 


He has given the best 


to ask them, “as experts, to : 


tricacies, the expenditures, and 
b ee and iene ine 





outside as the man outside knows about, . 








Mr. Latrp Sone Cushy 18 
learns a lot about the business fe) 
outside. r 


Mr. McWILLTAMS —But_ | 


Apel His attention is ar 
importations and the collection ¢ 
in respect of them. : 
Mr. Grernz.—Does the 1 
member really believe that a 
oficial does no more than that? 
Mr. MoWIELIAMS. —I kn 
what I say is correct. ~ 
Mr. Greenz.—I do not, and Le 
been at the head of the Departmen 5 
nearly three years. ‘ 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Then wl 
do the Customs officials do? 
Mr. Grrenzr.—A great deal more 
the honorable member thinks the 
thing more, then he knows nothi 
the work ‘of the Department. = 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The hone 
gentleman, of course, is the cent 
the whole of the industrial life « 
tralia, but I tell him now that the 
which he proposes to appoint ° 
no better result than has been : 
from other Boards that ha 
created. lake the Inter-State C 
sion. We had on that Commission + 
exceedingly capable men. They 
oflice for years, and I ask honorable m 
bers to point to one nist result from 
their labours. ee: 
Mr. Rirey.—Their raports, : 
been put into operation. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. Their fe 


























siderable time, but what was: th 
of its report? | ie 
Mr. Maruerws. typ did some y 
work. i 
Mr. McWILLIAMS:—But Ww 
result have we obtained from ‘its lal 
We are now \asked to repeat th 
error. We are to appoint th: 
men to this Board, and w 







Minister Ae the Parliament . 






‘8 will be te that Swe 


the appointment of other 
e have already too many 
Australia. There is too great 
"y on the part of the Federal 
; to place on outside Boards 
s a ta rightly rest ppon 


various Boards have sat for 

nths—and i in some cases for years— 

t ter they have taken evidence all over 

; and drawn up reports at very 

onsiderable cost to the country, what 

t appens?— Their reports remain a dead 

r. Not the shghtest attention is paid 

0 them by the Parliament, and they have 

actual result. Very good reasons will 

aave to be advanced to induce me to con- 
mt to the creation of any more Boards. 

Mr. Ryan —Is the ere member 


ee 


ine Mr. MeWILLTAMS. fi wilide it will 


be of any. service. 


il 


On the contrary, 
ill be a source of irritation and an- 
Tt will pester and sey 


whose business enterprise ought to bs in- 
| estigated, 
der this. Bill to appoint one Board to 
with all the industries of Australia. 


te on a slip of paper the name of 
the ndustry which they thought should 
dealt. with first of all, we should find 
here was a very considerable diver- 

of opinion on that subject alone. 

we are to have a Board, consisting 


: ert. knowledge of all the soaueteas Lid 
all the ramifications of the industrial life 


good ¢ or ae ay and my contention is 
that we should stand up to it. 
ai ee Ryan. That is what, i think we 


ting against the second, P reading of 
ll. 


op Tariff schedule was before us, 


e 5, with the object of establishing our 
stries on a sound footing, because 
Min ee (Mr. Greene) told us_ 

€ nt Shee bring SB, 


halt 
Airy 


‘The Government propose 


a. ae Sydney) [9. 91], — 


Ai raves fad fee apreintaent: oe a L 


Board which would remove anomalies and 
deal effectively with any monopolies tha 
might be created to exploit the people. 
It was because of that promise that : 
voted consistently for a Protective Tariff. 

As the honorable member for West Sy 
ney (Mr. Ryan) has pointed out, this 
Bill is.very good, so far as it goes, put i 
stops short at the point of providia 
means for’ preventing manufacturers fro 
charging too high a price for their pro- 
tected goods. The honorable member for 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) wants to g 
a step further. In effect, he says that 
is all very well to take steps to prevet 


_ the manufacturer. who enjoys the ben 


fits of a Protective duty, from exploiting — 
the people, but we should follow up h 
goods and see that those who distribut 
them to the consumer do not exploit th 
public. It has been said that there are 
constitutional difficulties in the way of 
giving effect to the amendment. 
only a layman, but it seems to me that 
if it is within our constitutional power te 
prevent a manufacturer from exploiting 
the public, it should not be unconstitu: 
tional for us to go a step further and see 
that those who distribute his goods do 
not exploit the public. If wé have 
power to regulate and control the prices 
charged by a manufacturer, we ought to 
heen. power to regulate and control those 
who sell to the consumer the manufac- 
tured article. The honorable member 
for Maribyrnong does not provide for, 
more than that. 
~Sir Joserx Coox.—He provides fon) a 
great deal more. The honorable member 
is firing only one barrel of what is rey 
a double-barrelled gun. 

Mr. RILEY.—That is not so. | 

Mr. Arxinson.—The amendment ap 
plies only to locally-manufactured goods e 


so that imported goods would not be sub: 


ject to any control. 

Mr. RILEY.—One thing at a “thea ‘ 

Surely a Tariff Board of three: members: id 
specially appointed to inquire into these 
matters could do better than the Minister. 
and his staff might reasonably be ex- 
pected to do. 
and the capacity to gather more infor- 


‘mation than any honorable member wha 


has to be in attendance here, and also tc 
attend to the requirements of his district. 
could hope to collect on these questions. 
The Minister could not be expected 


hiastet the details. “ anita industry 





acy A 


They will have the time 


























































will help and advise him. Members of 
Parliament have a thousand and one 
things to attend to, and are quite unable 
to give up the whole of their time to an 


-. Investigation of what is being done in any 


one industry. The information which this 
- Board will be able to furnish should be of 
advantage to the Parhament and the 
RS OREEEEY : | 

Sir Joserx Coox.—Does the Haaorebie 

oy ~ member that there are no acu in 
_this House ? | 3 
Mr. RILEY.—1I do not.. We have. in 
iss House men who are as capable of 

_ forming a sound judgment as are any to 

_ be found outside. The Minister would do 
well to accept the amendment, which is 

_ submitted in a friendly way from. this 
side of the House. 

Sir JoserpH Cook. —_We already have 
one Arbitration Court; satay, we do not 
“want to set up another. 

Mr. RILEY.—The amendment does not 
_ provide for the neuen up of a new Arbi- 

Me tration Court. 

- Mr. Greene.—It provides for an Arbi- 
Biation Court, a Price Fixing Board, and 
a few other things. 

Mr. RILEY.—The amendment, if 
given effect to, would strengthen the 
ininies of the Minister. ‘We have been 
_ told that if, as the result of a Protective 

\ Tariff, an industry i is well established here 
the price of its products will come down. 
' The Minister has pointed out that one of 

the consequences of the establishment of 
the: agricultural implement making indus- 

“ a in Australia is that the price of such 

. “sae is lower here than in other 
countries. Why do honorable members 

f) of the Country party object to this Board ? 

They say that the man on the land has to 

pay too much for his machinery. Here 

_ is a golden opportunity for them to secure 

) ieebhaae The Country party should be 

apa to support the creation of this 

Beard. Upon its establishment they 
ied "could ask the Minister to call upon it to 
_Imquire and report whether or not the 
ak a charged for farming Bi nie ie peo 
are unreasonable, 

Mr. Srewarr.—We are not so simple 
“as to expect this Government to set up a 
f Tariff Board to harass the very people 
eam ‘ who have put them where they are. 

Mr. RILEY.—Surely the honorable 
member does not suggest me ithe Aerial 
are: je 

























Bebyr JOey, 


Ro von ne is Very. ‘rightly calling 
to his assistance a Board of experts who 


| Parliament-controlled Board 


ip i come down; fiat is fe 





oMa RILEY. Sate 
proposing, ‘by means of thi 
obtain the best information pi 
regard to our protected indus ; 
the prices charged for their produ 
the Country. party think : tha 
McKay, for instance, is chargi 
much for his agricultural. ma 
they should support this Board 
proof of overcharging were fort 
would recommend the remov 
Protective duty on such machi 
fail to see why the Country ak 
not support this amendment, 

We have increased the duty : 
films, and we are told by those why Ke 
duct picture shows that every \ 
1,000,000 ace tickets are: 














SO. ue 

Mr. RILEY.—They say y that 6 
tickets are sold annually. a 

Sir Josepa Coox.—The 
last I think 95,000,000 ent 
tickets were sold. 

Mr. RILEY.—That 
theatre tickets. I am speaking 
picture shows. An amendment, 
Tariff has been made, increasing 
on films from 14d. to 3d. per foot. ' 
extra duty derived from this sour 
probably cost the people 
£60,000 to £70,000 per annum 
derstand that the intention is to 
extra 1d. 6n all tickets for the ‘ 
If that is done it will pay the 
permit the picture people to poc 
than £400 000. If tite were 


body, and the public would thus 
tected against exploitation. I 
the prineiple of the appointm 
Board, for its mere existence sh 
a tendency to keep prices down. 
Board should be given greate: 
It is stated that we cannot fix prices 
everything we buy has a fixed | | 
Some one, or some body, has put 
upon it. Would it not be bett e 


some secret combination to- 
Parliament will not be 
duty unless it tries to prote 
sumer, the worker, and the 
as well. The question , 
How can one fix a price o1 
market? We should fix a p 












he Peitrnent would prove a step in the 
et direction, and I hope it will be 
ade the law of the land. Certainly, 
Oe, nothing | can be lost by its acceptance. I 
have the utmost confidence in the legal 
Opinion. and assurance given by the 
honorable member for West Sydney (Mr. 
Li i ae ‘than whom there is no Sate 









has ‘the Bin divent. 
_ Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [9.87 ].—I 
Ca not prepared to support the Bull in its 
Pp esent form. I believe in having courts of 
‘inquiry and ‘in tribunals for the collection 
f public data. But the Government 
ave been misleading Australia in sending 
three men upon jaunts up and down the 
country just to collect reports of which 
no notice is taken. The Inter-State Com- 
mission had> practically the same powers 
as this Board will have. The proposal 
here is merely to resuscitate a body of 
which nobody took the slightest notice. 
he Inter-State Commission made valu- 
ble investigations, came to invaluable 
ecisions, and rendered reports of which 
notice was taken. This Bill is merely 
ig the people. If honorable 
aembers | are satisfied with it they are not 
ard to please. There was much railing 
m the part of members of the Country 
arty during the course of the Tariff de- 
ate over the enormous prices which they 
rere being forced to pay for implements 
y_ exploiting manufacturers, and they 
led upon the Government for some pro- 
tion. They said, ‘‘ Protect us against 
e people iho. in the form of Com- 
bines, © charge ‘us. what they © like, 
nd who, by private understandings 
mong themselves and with our own 
‘exploit us -right \.and 
eT sat that I was prepared at 
y time, if the Country party were in 
arnest: about the matter, to. bring into 
ration the effective Protection set. out 
he platform of the. Labour party. 
t is the only solution of the difficulty. 
manufacturers are allowed to ex- 
he consumers there will always be 
ne difficulties. Not only have the 
| been lina ake Nahe hens mills 
















- going on. seit oss ‘hina eal manu- 
facturers have robbed the people right 
and left. They have been merciless. 
Practically all the manufacturers during 
the past six years have absolutely robbed 
the people. The only difference between 
their methods and those of the pickpocke 
is that the one has been illegal and th 
other legal; and the former has been th 
worse form of robbery. The Minister for 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) proposes 
to give the Board certain powers. Am 
biguous language is used in the Bill 
Probably it has been so drafted on, pur- 
pose. The Board may be asked to in- 
quire into ‘‘ the fiscal and industrial 
effects of the Customs laws of the Com- 
monwealth.’? What does that mean but 
a close examination of the whole of the 
industrial affairs of the country? That: 
would be an impossibility, and, therefore, __ 
the proposal is an absurdity. The Coun- 
try party is now having the acid pub — 
upon it. If its members desire to pro- 
tect country consumers, here is their op- 
portunity. I appreciate their perplexity, — 
I would suggest that they take early steps 
to ‘get some of the farmers and settlers | 
connected with the Law Courts to join 
their party, so that they may not con- 
tinue at the disadvantage of having no 
legal opinion at their disposal on occa- 
sions such as this. The legal members of 
the. Labour party have this to their 
eredit, that they have been successful in 
the cases which they have taken to the — 
Courts of Australia and of the Empire. 
Our Deputy Leader (Mr. Ryan) has | 
been highly successful with cases bef : 
the Privy Council, which shows that his 
law is as sound as a lawyer’s law can be, 
though, with all due deference to him, 
that is not saying much. I have seen the 
legal profession upset decisions so often 
that I am afraid that I have not much 
faith in their interpretation of the law. 
After all, what is the law on a particular 
point is the determination at the moment 
of a body of men whose members are con- 
tinually changing, and are, at best, sub- 
ject to the failings of ordinary human 
bemes. tm 

Mr. Ryan.—The final Court of Appeal 
is always right because it is ine ee: 
Court. 




















































































































































“ae on eS es Diy penny may fa 
head instead of tail. for them. 
ey party believe that this proposal — 
vis loaded. Its members think that the 
“nigger is in the wood-pile” ready to. 
spring out on them, to confiseate their 
_ land and products. 
| Mr, ‘S1rewarr.—The Country party see 
tha: you have opened “the door to com- 
mercial dishonesty. 
‘Mr. BLAKELEY.—That 4s not. so. 
We would say to whatever body or tri- 
 bunal might be established, “ We have re- 
 eeived epinplaints about the manufacture, 
~ distribution, and sale of reapers and bin: 
ders. We wish you to make an investiga- 
tion into the matter, calling the necessary 
-experts.to help you. If you find that the 
farmers are being exploited, we shall 
take action to prevent it, and to have a 
"proper price fixed.” It would be absurd 
to have an investigation made, and then 
to say, “Although our suspicions are 
akoran to be well-founded, we are not pre- 
_ pared to fix prices.” 

“Mr. Sruwarr.—The absurdity lies in 
the: imposition of tremendously high 
duties. : 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—You say that you 
wish to prevent the exploitation of the 
omer and of the community generally, 
_ and we desire that fair prices shall be 
_ fixed to that.end, 
: a Dr. Eartz Page—Who would do that? 
“Mr. BLAKELEY. —Reports would be 

Poreschted to Parliament, and it would be 
- for Parliament to deal with them. 

6 pe Mr. Arxinson.—What you want is 
 anti-Trust legislation, and you should try 
to get it apart from this Bill, 

ae My. BLAKELEY.—We are hitting 
how not at Trusts, but at the many and 
varied manufacturing industries which 
are protected by the Tariff, which we wish 
to prevent from overcharging the com- 
munity. There ara very few Trusts in 
Australia, Leaving out of account that 
_ which. controls the tobacco business, and 
one or two others, there are none. _ 

Mr. Arxtyson. this Parliament has 
not the power to fix prices. 
Mr. BLAKELEY.— Quite a number 


of members have given the House disser- 









enor: see why I should not do the same. 
So far as one can see, this Parliament 
has the right to impose a duty on any 

given Arucle, 






he The yea protection 


tations on constitutional law, and I do. 


tt has aa the He 





Therefore, the threat of ‘Tari on. 
where prices are unreasonable should be 
quite sufficient to do what is need Fhat. 
is not price fixing. ‘ 

Mr. Srewarr.—The meniee 
Labour party are discovering t 
have been taken down in conne3 
the Tariff. 

Mr. eee Meee te RN 





ADS 


nine” me with his interjections 
members of the Country party w 
earnest about protecting the pp! 
they would join with us in compelli 
Government to prevent the exploita 
the consumers. The honorable m 
and other members of his party. 
that they will do all in their | 
prevent that. The Leader of the 
party (Dr. Earle ee on Bis 
the same ae | 


pect au ont which would. 
the protection for which you ard 
clamoured, but which you reject 
is offered. The members of th 
party cannot continue to sit on 
They must be with the Governm: 
in favour of the exploiters, or 1 
Labour party against them. — _Every 
ber of the Labour party went to 
pains ta. make his position on 4 
‘clear. We said, ‘‘ This Tariff 


tralia should fat self- contained, 
it ee we can have it altered. 


SToAT Ore Failin that ‘elect 
tion which will protect the mani 
the workman, and the consumer, 
cised our discretion in regard to 
matters. We were not a hare 


Dr. Barre Pacr.—You were 1 
on the explosives duties. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—No. But 
sure to provide effective prote 
members would not be disunite 
Labour government introdu 
to give effective protection, — 
of this party could vote agains 
member of the Labour party 
a pledge to support, advocate 
for effective protection, and coule 


¥ 


main in our pay a he ee ere 












i recognising the need for the 


“Mr. BLAKELEY —The Labour party 
primar 


A dustries, has made provision that ise i 


We Bila of the Meili 
ing place, and we see that this 
uke-believe Pill. We realize, and 
ntly the Country party realizes it, 
she Bill as it stands cannot do 


iis «a aaa. it ss been rejected . the 
Co intry party. 
e EaRie Pace. ‘whi have you 
hy that? — | 


BLAKELEY. —The honorable 
. eee sinst it, and the honorable 
(ape a ernie has declared 


: Tts constitution- 

" tetoce, ould: soon be tested, and 

d soon be tested were our proposals 

into operation. If they are*not put 

» operation by this Government, they 
_ be put into operation by the next. 

ere is just one other point. 

of the Country party are afraid that 

e start to fix prices it will not be 

g before the prices of primary products 


' ‘e fixed by, law. 
Mr. olan eee sooner joel ey 


o% oars primary Headuictians We say 


hat the cm on the land and his family 


ike a one ee plus a rea abuts profit. 
ib Nee to fix the ese ree diy es for 


hs | fice. ae a bushel of it a or a 
oft wool. | 
. SrewarT.How can you fix the 


ii ; eae Australian primary ae ane sold 
oI the London market ? 


m the fame that effect was not given 
h ie demand for London mae 


etting Tendon parity for: peailbes 
produced, and continued to get it, 
¥ Padastzies. | would — soon. 


under Protection, : 


The mem- 


shall not languish, no matter what. the 


prices of primary products may be in 
other lands. I shall vote against the Bill, 
because it does not carry out the promises 
of the Minister who introduced it. It 
would create a Board which would he 
without power, and which would have a 
mandate obviously too great to be carried ef 
out by any three men. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [10.0]—-The amend- 


‘ment has been moved obviously for. poli- 


tical purposes rather than to convey an 
idea of anything practical that can be 
done by this Parliament. 
Mr. Parker Mononny.—lIi is a plank 
in our platform. - a 

“Mr, GROOM.—And obviously thes 
amendment has been moved in order to. 
carry out that plank in the: platform. 
The amendment proposes that the Bul 
be— | 
withdrawn for the purpose of cinmediately 4 re- 
ee and re-introducing it, so as\ to provide - 
or-—— 

(b) adequate guarantees for the primary 
producers and consumers generally 
that they can obtain locally-manu- 
factured articles or goods at reason-— 
able prices; 

(c) the securing of proper wages and. con- na, 
ditions for those employed in ba 
tected industries, / uth 

The object of the Tariff is to secure the 
establishment within Australia of indus- 
tries. Those who support the amend- 
ment say that their object is to regulate 
the sales within Australia of goods made 
in Australia. The honorable member for 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) knows very 
well that this Parliament has no power 
to interfere at all with any sales within 
any State "of articles ain: in a 
State. | 
~ Dr. Matonzy.—It is time we got 
power. * 

Mr. GROOM.—I agree with. the hor 
orable member that wider powers 2 
needed, but. that is not the poin 
lia large manufacturing industry were 
established in New South Wales, where 


cal 


one-third of the Australian population - , 


lives, this Parliament has absolutely no 
power by any law’it can pass to regula 
in any way a single sale within that St 

of the Seas of that Pte ca a 











































ers pay an 
Excive hee ah hee call at fair prices. 
Mr. GROOM.—The power this Par- 
_tiament possesses over trade and com- 
AW merce is set out in sub- section. 1:of sec- 
>) tion 51—“ Trade and commerce with 
other countries and among the States.” 
That limitation is an elementary fact, 
- which everybody knows, and it is idle to 
. lead the publhe to believe that this Par- 
lament has power to interfere with 
any contract’ of sale made within 
a State. The utmost power --we 
e have in regard to commerce within 
Australia is in respect of transactions 
_ between States. The honorable member 
for West Sydney must know that, in re- 
- spect of sales within a State, we have 
-_ . no power/of regulation under the trade 
and commerce provision of the Constitu- 
‘tion, and that we have no power to fix 
directly or indirectly the price of goods 
sold within Australia. 
hy Mr. 


na, Braxetry.— I did not advocate 
ae price fixing. 
Mr. GROOM. aT thoug oht ae honor- 


able member did, but apparently honor- 
able members opposite withdraw the sug- 
gestion that we can give any guarantee 
_ in- respect of sales of goods at reasonable 
Pern prices." Then what guarantee can we 
cara give! 
oo Mx, Fenron.—How was the TEN 
Pepe ‘wealth able to fx. the price of sugar? 
Mr, GROOM.—The sugar was bought 
and paid for by the Commonwealth, and 
is ours to do with as we please. In re- 
 award,.to paragraph b of the amendment, 
“the securing of proper wages and con- 
ditions for those employed in protected 
industries,” the only. direct power which 
the Commonwealth possesses is the arbi- 
_ tration power, which applies only to dis- 
putes extending beyond one State. -There 
is no power whatever to single out any 
protected industry within a State. Then 
we are thrown back upon the powers of 
taxation possessed by the Commonwealth 
by means of Customs and Excise. We 
cannot impose Customs duties, because 























but : are produced within Ansa Thus 
re are limited to the powers of taxation 
by means of Excise, and that brings us 
et to the decision vin the Barger case, 


lon ws uth. The ‘High Court, _indgment 





| Shar is reserved. 


particular industry may! be es 


- electors. 











to the 1 
Constitution. No one will. | 
tend for one moment b ihat Ww 






niet on, al nding 
ing for the ne 


the honorable member may ‘not 


he knows, in his heart, ‘that ‘ 
is true. ; 
‘Mr, Ryan aoa do not. 
My. GROOM.Can. hes 


member point to any section : 
stitution whet gives this | 


isha laws within any State? 

Mr. Ryan.—I can point t 
section of the Constitution 
us Bi ceed out Me purposes af 


as Tuhave dia ede wh 
read the Constitution knows tha 
tention is correct, and we have b 
deavouring, ever since this Pa: 
was established, to overcome th; 
tion. Honorable members are mn y 
back upon the one power of 
way of Excise. ik 

Mr. Ryan.—The. nee y 
does give this Partiaenan he t 
interfere with State laws. 

























hota extending beyond z any on 
Mr. Fenron.—That is a 
Mr. hay Sedan lt is not, 








Anes an in vars provacoid an as 









only one State, and it is not 
dispute in that industry to e 
one State. This amendment 
political placard, designed t 
The honorable 
West Sydney ‘has said that, 
true that he eda C 














’ ured to sustain Ht power ae 
onorable member is contend-. 


overruled. 


—Will not the Muplsbor ad- 


doctrine of implied prohibi- 
1 which that decision was 


an recent eon of the High Court ? 
Racor, GROOM. —-The honorable member 
no eS the words “largely based.” 
When ‘he was speaking he said that the 
loctrine of implied prohibition was the 
“aee cy upon which the decision in 


[r, Tai b'The hones member 
; Shaye, phould reintroduce legisla- 


Kk Me High Court ml reverse its previous 
ision. ae 


aay id reverse it. 
‘Mr. GROOM. =—The honorable member 


4 argument upon the decision in. 


case brought by the Amal- 


mated { jociety of Engineers against the 


delaide. Steam-ship Company. 
the Court laid down what it believed 

be the rule of interpretation, and 
‘oted from a judgment of Lord Haldane, 

v rich included the following words ;—‘‘ I 
think that the only safe course is to read 
a language of ihe Statute m what seems 
o be its natural sense.’’ The judgment 
of the High Court referred to ghia de- 
ms of. ‘the Privy Council elaborating 
principles of interpretation, and the 
orabl “member for West Sydney 
argu that if the High Court will apply 
those - prineiples of interpretation to the 
taxation power, it will wipe out the whole 
of the Barger judgment. I do not think 
honorable member can have read 

el ently the judgment in the Harvester 
e, or he would not make that 
Bait, In that judgment the ma- 

r of. the Court. namely, Sir Samuel 
Griffith, Sir Edmund Barton, and Mr. 
O)’ Connor, ‘pointed out very dis- 

r that in the guise of one form of 

ion, namely, the taxing power, this 

ent could not invade the powers 


are reserved to the States ; that in 


In that. 


‘ monwealth Piianent! ened aah : be 


had to its substance: rather than, a, ‘its 
literal form. Pon 

Mr. Cunnrnenam.—But those men are 
all dead. 

Mr. GROOM.—I suppose ‘thath, ‘the 
greatest reformers the world has known, 
are dead; and are we to infer from. the 
honorable member’s interjection that 
everything they advocated is now un- 
sound? J think the honorable member 


_ would: have been better advised if he had | 


listened to his Leader, who paid a just 
tribute to those three great Judges. } 
Mr. CunNINGHAM.—L am saying noth- 
ing against the men. . 
Mr. GROOM.—The Chief Justice, Si 
Samuel Griffith, at the conclusion of the _ 


‘judgment in the Harvester case, said—- 


The foregoing arguments lead to the conclu-. 
sions— (1) That the Act in question is not in- 
substance and exercise of the power of taxation, 
conferred upon the Commonweal it Parla eey 
by the Constitution. mie 
That is to say, the Act purported to be. 
in the form of taxation, but in substance 
it was a usurpation of the power reserved 
to the States to regulate the conditions of 
labour. The next conclusion 1s— 

2. That, even if it were within the com: 
petence of that Parliament to deal with the — 


conditions of labour, the Act would be invalid 
as being in contravention of section 5d. . 


At page 77 the Court said— 


A further argument was founded on section 


59, which provides that— 

* Laws imposing taxation shall deal only 
with the imposition of taxation, and andi 
provision therein dealing with any oyhen:¢ 
matter shall be of no effect.” ‘ 

‘This prov ision seems to indicate that the one 
“taxation” was used -in its ordinary sense, 
and not in a sense which would authorize the 
dealing with matters that would ordinarily be | 
dealt with ina separate Act. Such matters 
were to be dealt with by separate laws, as to 
which the competency of Parliament could he: 
examined and determined upon independent 
grounds. The proviso in the Act. in question — 
cannot, of course, be regarded as “of no. 
effect,” for to do so would be “ to make a new 
law, not to enforce an old one.” But, since 
other provisions are forbidden to be inserted: 

in a law imposing taxation, it follows that j 
such provisions are inserted, and if by reject. 
ing them the Act would have an operation in- 
consistent with the expressed intention of the — 
Legislature. the whole Act, sakes fail of effect. . 


trolled by any dotitext were ie» of aed He 


te the indirect “hoor anid es of the, “internal ‘ 






























fairs of a Stata os ‘means Abe uae ae 
meaning in the Constitution is Hmited by the - 






with matters reserved to the 


; States, 
Mr. Arxinson.—What is the. effect, of 
a ies the Amalgamated Engineers case on 
i oe S case? 

bs Mr. GROOM.—It does not affect either 
i “the first. or second conclusion, but. it may 


Sey 





affect the third. The, High Court in the 

- Amalgamated Engineers case 

. refers to those cases which are funda- 

fe : mental, and which have been overruled 

i oo it, and Barger’s case is not amongst 
i eae 

pats -Ryan.—There is a alone re- 

hee Cees to all cases of implied prohibstion. 


‘Mr. GROOM.—Of course; and the 
honorable member has admitted that it is 
“not solely on the doctrine he referred te 
that that judgment is based. Under the 
ae , | ened I submit that this Bill is 
a _ within the competence of Parliament, and 
does deal effectively with the matters 
therein referred to. In a case where a 
4 manufacturer does a attempt to take undue 
i a. of the provisions of the Tariff, 
_ investigation may be made, and the 
i Pate is with Parliament, inasmuch. as 
' Parliament can-revise the whole scale of 
_ duties, and remove the benefits that are 

sing. ‘abus ed. 

Mr. Srewart.—The real remedy is bts 
repeal the whole of the Tariff Bill! ~ 
Mr. GROOM.—That suggests a man 
ho cuts off his leg because he has a corn 
on his toe. It is necessary to have such 
cases as I have indicated properly investi- 
gated by an impartial tribunal, wah the 
Bill creates. 

Mr. Grecory:. —-Why was this bk done 
twelve months ago? 

Mr. GROOM.—The -fact. that we did 
lot do this twelve months ago-is no reason 
why we should not do it now. 

Mr, Srewarr.—The Government have 
ok the “‘ cart before the horse’?! 

Mr. GROOM.—No; the (aver mneat 
are hitching the horse to the cart. This 
‘Bill is an exercise of powers this Parlia- 
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he ib Parliament has powers that it ein not 
iB really, possess. 










have been repeatedly told by honor- 





“ke Sid NS ‘ 
its vised; 


mplied prohibition against direct’ interference — 


specially . 


works up by puiting in at rando 


‘simply a. political plead with a view to. 
leading the public to believe that this 


members opposite that the wording 


amendment i 1s yer cunningly « de- producers. 





though the “hand” 
* Esau,” the Beut | 
“ Jacob.” Ye ‘ 






answer that soe fe 
ue is this amendment? 


a 
Dr. 


tion, resembles ae so. ch 
patchwork quilt, which ote y 
do 


coloured patch that pleases the 
Mr. Gans.—The patchwork qu 

its purpose allright! = 
Dr, EARLE, PAGE. Hat 7 


raleneat to was given fourteen ¢ 
years ago, the Labour party, whic 
been in office many times since, has 
attempted to achieve the eee y 
ss to have in view. hia: 









nha rem ains, 


ane oe eee in thi 
objects; all that we “say 
under the Constitution as it | 
stands, it is impossible. V 
suggested that there should be 


tion to remedy all the faults | n 

















byrnong. (Mr. Fenton) is amongst 
foremost in opposition. So far a 
prices of primary production 
cerned, it seems to me that the 


aes guarantees,” 3 
primary producers, | peosti 
that when the “world’s 
greater than that which — 
Governments of Australia. 
rule here, action is ta 
Labour party to restitict 1e 

_ As to the La i 


















a how butter ‘was being sold in Victoria at 
hae 2TAs. per cwt., whereas the price’ in 
Queensland was 236s.; and the same sort 
ot thing may be observed in regard to 
_ nearly every primary product. What 
happened? As soon as the price of wheat 
_ dropped this year a few pence below the 
guaranteed price, there was a howl of in- 
_ dignation, not merely from honorable 
: gre bers opposite, but practically from 
_ all sections of the community. Conse- 
e quently, I am very suspicious of the way 
in which these guarantees. will be ob- 
served. 

Mr. Parker Motoney.—If the honor- 
_ able member will look up the division 
~ which took» place upon the butter agree- 
“ment, he will find that we stood for a 
. higher a than did the members of the 
- Country 

reir’ i RUE PAGE.—The party to 
which the honorable member belongs at- 
_ tempted to block an arrangement which 
_ proved of very great benefit to the butter 
; Producers throughout the Commonwealth. 
pe Mr. Ryan.—Perhaps the honorable 
Pieeesber will admit that the butter which 
was vended in London by the Queens- 
and Government upon behalf of the 
Queensland producers realized more than 
was realized by the Commonwealth for the 
Australian producers generally. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—Did the Queens- 
land Government retain that OD SY for 
its own use? 
ty wer. Ryan.—No; it Harematen 
amongst. 1 the butter factories. 
Soeage Ghosh EARLE PAGE .—By means of a 
cunning move, which has for its object 
ah 3 the securing of one or two additional seats 
by the party opposite, we are asked to 
ir cept a proposal which is admittedly an 
impracticable one. Recently we have 
heard a great deal. about the attitude 
porta has been adopted by the members 
of the Country party. We have been re- 
ferred to as a sectional party. We have 
been told that honorable members oppo- 
site constitute the only party which repre- 
sents every section of the community. I 
fa hon like to direct attention to one: word 
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: Bis securing of proper wages and 
tions for those employed in protected 
ustries. ” It will be noted that it does 
‘Mention those ‘“‘ engaged” in pro- 
vs industries. 

















we saw, during aha year: 


‘proposed - constitution, 


ah he dairyman who 


ae, Nae (ve 
Bill. ys 






“10027 








works his own farm, and the Cheat, _grower | ee | 


and banana-grower who work their own 


areas, will thus be excluded. 

Mr. BuaKexey. —We will accept Aue 
honorable member’s idea and substitute 

‘“ engaged” for ‘‘ employed.” 

Dr. EARLE PAGH.—Quite reconale a 
book upon Australia has been published 
by a very able Parliamentarian, who has — 
had many years of experience of every — 
country in the world—-I refer to Viscount 
Bryce, In that publication he repeatedly 
points out that the most sectional party — 
which he has found anywhere is that 


at 





which professes to repreesnt we ah 


the Australian Labour party. 
present the capitalist. 

Mr. Gass.—When was Viscount Bryce 
out here, anyhow ? 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—He was here six” i ‘ 4 


or seven years ago, and he is one of the © 
best informed men in the world. 


Mr. Ryan.—Will the honorable mem- a 
ber quote the passage in which he makes _ 


Mr. Parker Motoney.—We do not re- ae 





af 


the statement that has. been attributed to ; yy) : 


him. ? 
Dr, 
the library copy of his book has been 


EARLE PAGE.—Unfortunately, — 


taken away, but I will show the honorable _ 


member the passage in question a 
morrow. 
Mr. Ryan.—The honorable menbers 


cannot do so. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—The 
party is in no sense a sectional party. It 
represents the inhabitants of every coun- 
try district throughout Australia, 
also—as has been ‘proved in New ‘South 
Wales—a great many of the metropolitan 
residents in addition. 


Country t 
and — 


It takes into con- | 
sideration the iniereate not merely of the 


employer, but also of the employee; of the 


townsman, as well as the farmer—of every 
interest in the community. 


Coming to the Bill itself, I regret that : 


it comes a good sixteen months too late. 


Mr. Rircwarp Foster. —Better late than i) 


never. 

Dr. 
other objections which I have to its 
The prineiple 
underlying it is. a good -one, and one — 
which should have been operative long 


ago. 


put the cart before the horse. 
Mr. Greenr.—*here was a good dea 


to be done, apart from the actual Br) “ 


paration of the Tariff in the House. 


t 
7 





EARLE PAGE.—There are some — ae 









But to bring it forward at the ae yon 
and of the Tariff “discussion is surely foe 












an ‘he use ohh a “Tani Board aah 


_ sixteen months ago.. A Tariff is im- 
' portant either for revenue purposes or 
~ for: protective purposes. There is no 
doubt that the present Tariff has been 
imposed both for the purpose of raising 
revenue and also for the purpose of pro- 
_ tecting certain industries. The Trea- 
 surer will admit that while it is his: busi- 
‘ness to find the revenue which is required 
_jto carry on our Public Service, it is 
equally his duty. to, consider the effect 
which the method employed for raising 

| that revenue will have upon the lives of 

. our people. Upon whether indirect taxa- 

tion is levied in greater or lesser degree 

BY will depend whether our lands will be 

 gultivated or merely grazed, how many 

| > people. will live in the country, and how 

- many in our cities, what industries they 

 qwill follow, and how wealth will be dis- 

_ tributed amongst them. Taxation deter- 

2S 4 mines the whole of these things. The 

Prime Minister, at Bendigo, prior to the 

 Jast. election, very properly emphasized 
the need which exists for encouraging our 

secondary industries; but he laid no em- 
_ phasis on the need for encouraging prim- 
ary industries. The Minister at Trade 
‘and Customs (Mr. Greene) ‘in imntro- 
_ ducing this measure deplored “the fact 
_ that in regard to Tariff matters gene- 
_ rally, the information which is available 
as very inadequate. Throughout the 
whole of the Tariff debate the honorable 
eae enjoyed a distinct advantage 

Mask reason of the fact that he alone, be- 

‘eause of the activities of his officers, had 

exact and up-to-date information ‘at his 

. disposal. Tf last year, coneurrently with 

|  hayh the Tariff schedule on the table, 

he had submitted a Bill for the crea- 

a tion of a Tariff Board, one could have 

i es it much more readily, be- 

cause it would have been of great 

Wy value to every honorable member. ‘The 

ce Board needs to be rather different 
on what the Minister suggests at the 
present time. I am glad to see that he 
proposes that its composition and its 

ye aeons shall be strictly non-partisan. 
ia us He's suggests that the chairman should be 
born aD official of his Department, and, in my 

- opmmion, the aim of the Board should be 

ko ‘secure ass pet ed ‘he nthzed, gil 
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3 have been to us had it been established 




















































tionists, but it shou 
doctrine. It should examin 
the Tariff rates from every 
have had a great) deal of discu: 
to the effect of varions Tariff 
prices. No phase of the Tariff 
the subject of controversy than 
effect on prices, and a governin 
with power to. demand informati 
facilities to cover a wide field coul 
light on many dark corners of t. 
controversy in this respect. | °\.))/ 
Under sub-clause 2 of clause 
Board is to investigate the in 
effect of the Tariff both on the ma 
turer and the labourer, and also 
vestigate the nelation of Tariff du 
competitive conditions. fe 
Mr. MoWirr1ams.—That is. 
big order, 
Dr. EARLE PAGR.—It iota 
not hopeful of the. Board being : 
accomplish so ‘much; ‘but that, » 
events, should be its aim. © Lite 


been able wn approach many ae 
problems much better fitted than 
to solve them. Tt is admitted : 


aonable profit ie Aes 
We have had no evidence ae 


have been dependent euseeiye ‘on 
from biased sources. There ha 
numerous ex parte statements, i 
little scientifically produced 





dinary. Tariff, if we are to have 
mediate Tariff and commercia 
between Australia and foreign. 
it is necessary that we should hay 
organization to investigate Tarif : 
tions and to determine the effect of be 
gaining Tariffs and other economie 

lianees. Most Tariffs, and our it 
no exception to the rule, 
solely with domestie interests 
and the reciprocity and bargé 
tures are tacked on-as an a 
It seems absurd at this stage to 
an intermediate Tariff in this 
and we would have ee ‘more 



























































ae I do So think that oe Tariff Board 
_.- should be a report manufactory, but it 
should be able to organize its files and 
technical staff in such a way as to give 
‘inunediate assistance, not. only to the 
_ Minister, but to the House. | fe addition, 
. - it seems to me that the experience of 
other countries with regard to free zones 
or ports, and the desirableness of their 
establishment in a country like Australia, 
‘should be considered. Certain parts of 
Australia are almost inaccessible from 
other parts, and it seems to me that we 
should have evidence to enable us to de- 
‘termine what should be their Tariff rela- 
tions with the rest of the Commonwealth. 
_ Mr. Greene.—How would the honor- 
able member get over the constitutional 
‘provision which prevents us from making 
Jaws with regard to trade and commerce 
‘which discriminate between States or 
parts of a State? 

Dr. EARLE PAGE lf we found 





? : dite of our Sanstecetsn: Hiritanone: 
uch a. discovery would impress: upon us 
: - at desirableness of cutting up this 


tion os Piahis fhies areas to be pact 
‘handled. © ‘There are some parts of this 


toms dufves which ee be quite appro- 
priate | so far as, say, Melbourne, was 
oncerned, would operate in them very 
arshly. ' For instance, let us consider 
ia amas of eb which, is Salient 


| ts aes ite a en extent, on outside 
sources. 5 
itieglth PARKER cleaner the honor- 


: Mablal . if rT tecatoeleke an assurance 
the Bill would be altered very mate- 
‘in Committee, especially in regard 
9 ibs provisions relating: to the composi- 
i of the Board, I should be prepared 


> 
a 
Vi 
‘ 


ae Ws cea, ae Sa 


. it in, Committee. 


* we might expect to have a very much 


se for its. second Hie a SO. isan we. 





J should. dikes Lae 
to see the Bill withdrawn and re-intro 
duced at a later stage in the year, when 























fuller debate upon it than.is likely ab 
present, when honorable members ar 
promised that, with the Tariff debate 
over, a brief recess will soon be reached 
For that reason, I would urge the Minis-_ 
ter not to press the Bill at this stage. LT 
suggest that he withdraw it and introduce ay 
it later in the year. The creation of this 
machinery is not of the most urgent im 
portance. | 
Mr. BeEtu.—Does not the honorablae: ay 
member think that the Board should be 
created and proceed as soon as. possible 
with its investigations ? 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—What is still 
more important is that the Board. should 
be properly constituted. We need to 
take care that it is composed of the most 
experienced and best-qualified men it is” 
possible to secure. If at this time the 
Bill is not receiving the consideration it 
deserves, nothing would be lost. by post- 
poning it for two or three months, when 
a more matured consideration ‘might be 
given to it. 
In conclusion, I. would. refer, briefly, ‘A 
to the experience of the United States of 
America. The first Tariff Board of the — 
United States. of America was established — 
by President. Taft in 1909, when he ap- 
pointed three Republicans as members of — 
it. In 1911, two Democrats were added 
so that the Board would not be of a party — 
character. It immediately undertook 
the study of industrial conditions, and — 
the cost of production, both at home and 
abroad. Its investigations were -con- ef 
ducted. scientifically, and were found to- 
be of such value that a permanent Tarif 
Commission was established. in 1917, ‘That 
Commission has not merely revised and — 
codified Customs administrations — aad 
laws, and Customs legislation, for sub- 
mission to Parliament, but has also been 
able to do a considerable amount of re- 
search work and direct American capital 
into profitable industries, such, for m-— 
stances; as the manufacture of dyes ce oO 
pearl buttons. mee 
In the circumstances, I think that ¥ 
nothing would be lost and probably : 
great deal would be gained by ‘postpom= 
ing the.further consideration of. this i : 
measure for, say, three months. After 
the recess, we should be able to. give ita 
more mature consideration than 
likely now to receive. 
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ie “Mr. ‘CUNNINGHAM i aa ck 10. 451, 
The Minister for Works and Railways 


a (Mer. Groom) implied that I cast reflec- 


‘tions upon the three lately deceased 
: aa udges of the High Court. 1 did nothing 
of the kind. My reason for pointing out 
that they were dead was to show that 
there was a new set of Judges on the 
High Court Bench, and that the men who 
were dead would not be able to record 
their decisions in any future cases, where- 
as the three men who had taken their 
places. had recorded entirely different 
views. Since the High Court has the 
final say in interpreting the Constitution, 
I submit that it is worth our while to go 
to it and endeavour to obtain a decision 
from it. I am satisfied that if the Mini- 
ster for Works and Railways had occu- 
. cig the position of Premier of Queens- 
_ land, he would never have taken a case to 
the Privy Council, and woyld never have 
won a Case, as the honorable member for 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) did when he 
_ occupied that position. He took those 
eases to the Privy Council on appeal in 
the face of the decision of the Judges of 
_ Queensland, and of the opinion given him 
by the best legal authorities in that State. 
He took them to the Privy Council off his 
own bat, and won. The Government are 
evidently afraid that they would hurt 
their supporters by approaching the High 
Court on the lines suggested by the hon- 
-orable member for West Sydney (Mr. 
_ Ryan), and outlined in the amendment 
of the honorable member for Maribyr- 
-nong (Mr. Fenton), which voices the 
aK as. of the Labour party. 


_» Mr. Grecory.—It is surprising that 
nt ear Governments during the last few 
years, such as the Fisher Administration 

_ and the Hughes Administration, did not 
rf try what you are asking for now. _ 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM. — The three 
a udges to whom I referred as being 
_ deceased have not passed away very long. 
It was of no use going to the High Court 
while they were there. Judges vary very 
Ces in their opinions and points of 
view. Three of the High Court Bench, 





ti as it was then constituted, decided in & 


certain direction, while two others, who 


are still on the Bench, dissented from 


them, so that, after all, it was really 
only one man’s opinion ‘that prevailed. 

The human element enters largely into 
he decisions of Judges. In Queensland 
cA ee did not want to allow a ee to 










: ae becase he wos as appointed by 


and ordered that he should sit. 


) members, 





























































Government. It was the Lord 
Privy Council who upset their ie 


the men who are on the eh 


for West se The members of” 
Country party | say that they agree 
the Government that nothing can be de 
If people do not want to do anytl ing 
is very easy for them to convince 
selves that it is useless to move. 
who are continually accu 
everybody else of adopting the go-s 
policy, are eae slow aveaian so E 


Tariff, 

Mr. Srewarr.—Does the : 
member say that no ridicule ever 
from his side to ours? — 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Ne “rid cule 
that is not deserved. The object oi tl 
Tariff is to provide employment fo: 
pe in. Australia, — ri 


munication with other pas of Ge 
We cannot hope to have a-great nat 
here if we-are all farmers, and bs i 


solely. ‘ 
money out of Australia eve 
aie good employment for 


ing our people to. produes comm« 
that are hard to dispose of. mig 


we can consume? Tt is very h 
get rid of that wheat overseas. _ | 
same time we are sending millions 

money away to buy motor cars and a 
pop bod igs that could We produgd 


Weatne ‘and in connexion a 
material we had recently an excellent 

ample of how, when trade ee : 
own territory is dislocated, we may be | 
in an unfinancial position. ‘ns oe 


‘Mr. Stewarr.—Are you arg 
we should keep both fe whey 
motor cars ? 









































































i INNINGHAM. <Ntoe 
Moy necessar in addition to producing the 
wheat that we should have the men here 


 factured articles and eat the wheat. We 
- should not have to send it overseas to feed 
_ the men in other countries who make the 
motor cars, and pay them there, and then 
import the motor cars here. In our own 
_ country wé should ‘have a bigger popula- 
tion and a more ready sale for our com- 
‘ fs: A modities, wie be 

Mr. Hirt.—How many men would we 
_ Yequire in this country to eat all our 
_ wheat while they are making the motors ! 


_ Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I gave that 
simply as an illustration of how a great 
amount of energy is lost by the trans- 
‘portation of wheat overseas and the 
_ bringing back of commodities that could 
i be made in this country. 
‘Mr. Srewarr.—yYou talk about bring- 
. ing people here and then howl against an 
immigration policy. 
| Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—The’ honorable 
member has no right to misrepresent us. 
We are not howling against an immigra- 
tion policy. We are not against a sound 
immigration policy. I do not believe in 
_ bringing people here to parade the streets 
Of the capital cities. I do not believe in 
bringing out men to go into industries 
where there are already ample supplies of 
labour.’ A New South Wales Government 
actually discharged Australians to find 
jobs for immigrants. 
/ ° Mr. Hityu.—There is room for any 
aN ‘number of men on the land. 

_- Mr, CUNNINGHAM.—But are men 
being brought here who.will go on the 
land? Incidentally, the Governments are 


want to go on the land. We could settle 
the wholes of our present population 
i on the land and have room for millions 
Mi more ; but, meanwhile, what would be- 
come of Australia’s secondary industries 
_ through everybody being on the land? 
_ Where would we be if we had not the 
* ey industries to fall back upon 
for the production of necessary war- 
mmaterial with which to meet an 
emy 1 The object of this Tariff is 
‘to assist the Australian manufacturer to 
employ Australians in turning out pro- 
. ductions which can compete against im- 
ee foreign goods made in factories 

w vhere labour i is saat I think that the 


Shaan it is 


to make the motor cars and other manu- 


‘not providing for all the Australians who. 


formation is available in reply to it. 
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into astra be. oF many rithiods of ane 
tal for the manufacture of necessaries for 
the Australian public. We cannot hope _ 
for large secondary industries if conditions _ 
remain such that the foreigner can under- 
cut us in his prices. es 
Mr. Bett.—What objection has the 
honorable member to the Bill? At 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—It does not go 
far enough; but the amendment has my 
whole-hearted support. Having given 
protection to our nianufacturers, it is our 
duty to see that the distributor and 
manufacturer between them do not ex- ~ 
vloit the consumer. I ask leave to con- 
tinue my remarks, ; 
Leave granted ; debate adjourned. 
















House adjourned at 11.3 p.m. 


Senate. 


Thursday, 14 July, 1921. 





The Present (Senator the Hon. T. i 
Givens). took the chair at 3 p.m., and read 
prayers. 


PAYMENTS TO GREAT BRITAIN. 
Sprrirs ConsumMEeD BY TROOPS. 


Senator GARDINER.—I ask the 
Leader of the Government in the Senate — 
wheth@, as he was the representative — 
from Australia for arranging the settle. — 
ment of accounts between Australia and 
Great Britain, he can give the Senate an — 
estimate of the amount of money that 
Australia had to pay Great Britain for 
the spirits consumed by our troops? 4 

Senator E. D. MILLEN. —I corte 
had no dealings in spirituous liquors with — 
the Imperial Government. I am not in 

a position to answer the honorable sena- . 
ae s question now, but if he will put ih 
on the notice-paper I shall see w hat in- a. 








PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE. 


Senator E. D. MILLEN (New ‘South 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [3. 2) 
—(By leave).—I move— a 

That the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Public Works, so far as’ members of the 


Senate are concerned, have leave to sit durin i 
sittings of the Senate. is 
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sion now sought for the full Committee 


to a sectional Committee now engaged: 


upon an exploration trip. The motion I 


submit, if agreed to, will give the same: 


right to sit during sittings of the Senate 

to the whole of the members of the Senate 

on the Public Works Committee. 
Question resolved in the affirmative: 


t 


PAPERS. 

The following papers were presented :— 

Cockatoo Island Dockyard, &c.—Royal Com- 
mission—Minority Report by Mr. W.. J. 
McWilliams, M.P. 

League of Nations: Permanent Court of In- 
ternational Justice—Copy of Statute and 
relevant papers. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
5. AGAINST: ALCOHOLISM. 


REPRESENTATION OF AUSTRALIA. 


Senator THOMAS asked the Minister 
representing the Prime Minister, upon 
nutice— 


1. Was an invitation eee by the Com- 
monwealth Government from the President of 
Switzerland inviting the Government to send a 
representative to. the International Congress 
against alcoholism, which is to be opened at 
Lausanne, Switzerland, on 22nd August, 1921? 

2. If so, has the Government dealt with the 
- invitation, and what decision has been arrived 
at? 

3. If no representative is going from Aus- 
tralia, will the Acting Prime Minister state 
why? 

4. Has any arrangemet 
it be made, to give Aust 
conference ? 


Senator E. D. MILLEN.—The answers 
are— 
lz An invitation was. received. from the Go- 


vernment, of Switzerland through the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. 


been made, or will 


2 and 3. The Government has asked the Prime 


Minister to arrange that a suitable delegate be 


sent from London to represent Australia, and 


it was suggested that either Dr. Cockburn, a 
former delegate, or Dr. Norris, might be avail- 
able. 

4, The representative will furnish the Go- 
vernment with a report of the proceedings of 
the conference. 


‘ NAVIGATION ACT. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


‘Senator DUNCAN asked the Minister 
representing the Minister for: [Trade and 
Customs, upon notice— 

1. What appointments have been made. under 
the oobi i Mate Act? 


. ere ] 


The Senate recently granted the permis-— 


lia the result, of the 










held, with dates of ‘enue and pract sbionts exT - 

ence of the work entailed: of: thie» appoin ee 

each position? ‘4 ied 
3. What are the salaries paid? 


Senator E. D. MILLEN -—The infor 


mation is being obtained. ene ie : 


SHIPPING, ae oh 
Srace ror Souru AUSTRALIAN | | 
PRODUGERS. 


Senator WILSON asked the Mines 
representing the Prime Minister, baked \ 
notice— Nn 

1. Has. the atvontiin of the Minister \iiegh aie 
drawn to the statement by the Premier of South: 
Australia appearing in the press that producers. 
cannot get shipping space to the East?) 0°99 

yop Has the Federal Government received’ any> i 
request from the South Australian oe 
for space? Mit 

3. Should the tonnage be sufficient, dont not 
the Government handle same without delay? — a BY 

4, Is it not a fact that the Federal Givarne: She 
ment have ships idle in the Sydney Harbor gh > 
ys present ? Mi 

. ls it: the policy or practice of the Beidlbonds’ yi 
iar cenent to differentiate between the States? 


Senator E. D. ts ied —_ The answers: 
are— 


1. I have seen a statement in the press: res 1 
garding the re-establishment of trade hetweem 
South Australia and the far East, but no re-~ 
ference was made to the inability of shippers to 38 
secure shipping space to the Hast. . be 

2. No request for space in the Commoma suite) 











Government Line of Steamers has been received. : 




















3. The Commonwealth Government Line of 
Steamers: run. a. monthly service to Java and 
Singapore. In every ship space has been 
available for shipments from South Australia, 
but many of the vessels have not, called at 
South Australia owing ta the fact that bic 
cargo was offering from that State, . 

e Yes. ae. 

. It is not the policy of the Federal Govern. 
Brie to differentiate between desi é 


SITE FOR SPINNING MILLS AT 
LAUNCESTON. fovea. 


Senator KEATING asked the Minister: i 
for Repatriation, wpow notice— 4 


In view of the projected establishment, by an . 
old-established British firm, of spinning mills’ 
in Launceston, which would furnish employ; 
ment for several hundred employees, will the 
Government give further and favorable con=— 
sideration to the expressed’ request of that 
firm’s visiting representatives: that the Departs — 
ment of Repatriation proceed no further with — 
the acquisition of certain land at Glen Dhu, 
Launceston, and facilitate the same being ac- 
quired by the firm referred to as a site for their te 
projected. works? . 




























































al | ee Wat Service Homes Gom- 
missioner reports that it will be required 
for War Service Homes purposes; conse- 
ale he cannot recommend its re-sale. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


| Motion (by Senator Crawrorp) agreed 
er cal 
Bid hats paoiethet leave of absence be granted 
tes 20) Reuter’ Adamson on account of ill- health. 
Motion (by Senator pz Larers) agreed 
yA fer Mme ue 4: im 
ee That Senators Foll and Newland be granted 
‘two months’ leave of absence, to attend to 
aaa ‘public business elsewhere. 


> 
aes 


CUSTOMS “TARIFF BILL. 
‘First Reapine. 


j PROTECTION: AND Fren Trape: GERMANY: 
 ComprTITION wiTH CHEAP LasouR 
- Countrizs—DEVELOPMENT oF SECOND- 
ary INDUSTRIES — IMMIGRATION AND 
EMPLOYMENT—-PROTECTION AND PRICES : 
Price Fixrnc—Ciry anp Rurau Popv- 
_ tations — InpustRiAL EFrFricrEeNcy: 
_ Lasour Conpitions: Rurat WorkERs’ 
-, Loe—Qvatity or AvsTRALIAN Manv- 
FACTURES—TaRirr Boarp Birt—Goip 
 Mininc—Woo.ten = Inpusrry—Svucar 
| - Inpustry—Boors —~ Bananas — Moror 
7 eco _ ENcInes — Sirxks — Picture 
_ Fitms—Oit Resources — RETURNED 
SoLpIERS as STEVEDORES: Wuarr Pit- 
Lacing — HosprraL REQUIREMENTS: 
Po iBiecigston: or Dutirs—New Sovru 
Watts — ‘AND Protectron—UneEmptLoy- 
- MENT; THE LasourR® Party saND THE 
» WTaripre: A ‘Maser ‘Ciass ”’—Tue 
Census: Protection anp PopuLATION 
_—Agricotturat Imprements — Imu- 
Pportep Timprr: Cost or Burpine: 
 Bes-xerrina AppLiaNozs. 
Debate resumed from 13th ‘July 
; cite page 9977), on motion by Senator 
USSELL— 

re Phat. this Bill be now. read a first time. 
Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [3.8]. 
The Tariff ren is very kos apann re- 








| ‘Tt may be 
Bicice measure, ‘but, it is certainly 
non-party measure. In another place 
e able Seo Neighy voted in accordance 









| whose aiidscns TL lptened; an none iene 


.Protectionists, 









pleasure, is the most uncompromising 
‘Free Trader in this Chamber, or nm any — 
Legislature in Australia. Yet we find 
that of the members of his party the 
overwhelming majority are undoubted 
These facts, taken © o- 
gether, will prevent me. being charge 
with doing anything improper in ad 
dressing to the Senate a few remarks, tes 
the subject of the Tariff generally. 


As my remarks are to be of a generé 
character, 1 think it. proper to make the a 
at this stage of the Bill. a 
speak of what might be elt) the philo- | 
sophy of the Tariff. Senator Gardiner, — 
without any equivocation, said that he is 
a Free Trader. i 

















I understood him to say — 
that he is in favour of absolute ‘Free : 
Trade. If sc, the honorable senator is a 
rare bird indeed. ty 


Senator E. D. | 
senator is that, irrespective of the remars : 
referred to. 


Senator BAKHAP.—I know yery few 
countries whose fiscalism in regard to — 
trade over their boundaries or through — 
their ports is conducted on absolutely — 
Free Trade principles. The levying of 
a Tariff is a privilege of free men, and a 
nation has to be to all intents and | \pur- ‘ 
poses independent, with perfect “powers 
of self-government, before it has the pri-.. 
vilege and right to levy a Protective — 
Tariff, or, indeed, a Tariff of any kind. 
Take such a nation as China, which is a 
bone of contention and a subject of dis- — 
cussion amongst contending ‘Powers, lees 
fear that the question of trade with this 
country will bring about another world — 
catastrophe such as we have recently ex 
perienced. Why is that so? Because — 
China has had forced upon her at the 
point 6f the bayonet treaties which she is_ 
bound to observe; and as they were im 
posed on her by force, she has been ‘pre 
vented from levying anything i in the nature. 
of a Protective Tariff. If China wishes to 
levy a duty of an extra 3 or 4 per cent. 
on any particular article, she has to secure 
the consent of outside countries, so’ Be ate} 
in regard to the levying of a Tariff s he 
is not in any sense an independent ae : 


Let any cone suggest that the Japane sO 
Empire,. for instance, should abandon its _ 
undoubted Protectionist principles—par. ‘ 

saugahee 
ticularly where the importation of goods — 


from Webi aon countries is concerns a 
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. a must 
strongly resented by them, and, if neces- 
sary, a decision would be reached by the 
exhibition of armed force. 





 Gustoms Peri t 





op 


any suggestion to the J apanese that the 
abandon Protection would b 


I have not 
any hesitation in saying that if Australia 


-adopted absolute Free Trade principles 
it would not be long before this continent 


was just as much a bone of contention as 
is China. So that we have to shake hands 
with ourselves that we have the advantage 
to. levy a Protective Tariff against the 
productions of any other nation. I am 
not going to deny that in certain circum- 


stances Free Trade may have benefi- 


cial results in some particular countries. 


1 appreciate to the full the remarks of 


and other countries ; 


Senator Gardiner in connexion with the 
magnificent efforts put forward by the 
Mother Country during the recent great 
war. Financially she exhibited very great 
strength, and resources other than finan- 


cial, which were really racial and of the 


Situated as she is—terri- 


hichest order. 


- torially small—she has great natural re- 


sources of coal and iron. 
_ Senator Toomas.—Not of iron, 
Senator BAKHAP.—I am well aware 


- that a great deal of the ore smelted in the 


British furnaces is imported from Spain 
but for a consider- 


_able time during the early period of ex- 


who extol the Free Trade 
‘Mother 


ploitation she depended largely upon the 


native iron ore which was found in many 


of the coal pits amongst the coal measures. 
Notwithstanding her territorial limita- 
tions, undoubtedly the United Kingdom 


' showed herself to be the possessor of 
_ resources of wonderful magnitude, I 
am not one of those who would dictate 
_ to the people of the United Kingdom and 
tell them that they would be better off 
under a Protective policy, or that Protec- 
- tion. of the kind we favour would be suit- 
able to the United Kingdom. 


/ But I 
would remind Senator Gardiner and those 
policy of the 
Country——perhaps no _ other 
policy was possible in establishing herself 


as a world Power—that at the period of 


Britain’s greatest prosperity, antecedent 


um to the war, there was a tremendous sub- 
_ stratum ot people right up against the 


border line of abject poverty. In fact, 
it has been computed by statisticians and 


i clones that no fewer than 12,000,000 






‘ deplorable pet : at 
tain’s greatest prosperity. 


ee one ‘knows ae 


a India. 


ya a as were in a state of 






























the greatness and glory in many W 
the British Empire, Te direct | 
Gardiner’s attention to. the 





Orker co 
circumstances, 


Trade nation we have. © 
which, owing: to. 


catty no account in he world’s 
at the present juncture. I have s 
of China. Let me refer to the Em 


liament in operation. 
that the Digan 


hold on the ee in oh di 
has gone. When once power is gh 
India to enact a high Protective Tari 
Britain’s control over India is no ‘wo! sh 
nearly as much as her control ov 
dea Ranieri the fact 


Sets y THO oe But 


America? 


tion, because tee Protection ie 
the policy of the people of the 
States for many ee 


Trade in her own country. 
Senator BAKHAP.—We 


i 


lished Free Trade within our se 
because our economic and racia 
allows it. 


Senator KEaTING. eels peo 


Free Trade. : 


Senator BAKHAP i a 
are Sune antae to America a 
































mi, anent is. now fee the ee of popu- 
lation. They are going there, notwith 

i standing the high Tariff, because of the 
_ deplorable conditions which exist amongst 
the down-trodden people in countries on 
the European continent. I ask honor-. 
able senators in considering the policy of 
Protection to take into consideration 
Germany. Germany, although she em- 
barked upon a policy of militarism, also 
pi ~ embarked upon a trade war, and one 
Lo which it is an object lesson to study. 


Senator E. D. Mrrren.—From _ the 
Nnilitety, or fiscal stand-point ? 
Senator BAKHAP. — From every 


‘We have in arms defeated 
se tapena We narrowly escaped defeat 
in the third and fourth years of the 
war, largely because Germany’s Protec- 
tionist policy enabled her to develop 
_ her technical education to such an extent 
that her manufacturing industries were 
supreme, and the whole world in arms 
had to draw a ring around her for four 
years to destroy her external trade before 
she could be overwhelmed. Even when 
defeated, Germany emerged from the 
war with her manufacturing interests 
practically unimpaired. 

_ Senator pz Larcre.—But before the 
ane war was there not a big steal, after the 


‘ag stand-point. 


to get noe such a tevceant position? 
- Senator BAKHAP.—Most aaah 
All the things referred to by Senator 
Largie contributed to Germany’s 
strength; but the factors that make for 
national prosperity, the development of 
the intelligence and the technical skill of 
the people, were employed to such effect 
_ that the allied nations just succeeded in 
_ defeating Germany. I invite honorable 
_ senators to consider the position of such 
a Free Trade country. as Turkey. Does 
b i: Turkey count*for much in the world’s 
affairs? 
Senator pz Larciz.—Has Turkey any 
bs iron or coal resources? 

Nea ‘Senator BAKHAP. —Turkey’s poten- 
tial wealth in mineral resources is very 
considerable, and was just about to be 
developed by Germany when the world 
| broke out. Make no mistake about 


y principal objection to the attack 
has been made upon the Pro- 
lonist policy of Australia during this 
ge is this: We are told that 


we, as Protectionists, are ignorant of Ha’ 
operation of economic laws and forces; 
that we are bringing about a condition of — 
things that’ will lead to unemployment ; 


and that we are blindly imposing nae 
mense burdens upon ourselves. We are 
told that ships are lying idle. Senator 


Gardiner spoke of unemployment in other 
directions. But there is this to be said — 
for a Protectionist policy: If a Protee- 
tionist believes in his fiscal faith, if he 
believes it is necessary to establish. manu- 
factures here before we can be constituted 
as a highly civilized community, tech 
nically and economically, he must recog 
nise that some temporary disadvantages © 
are inevitable in the furtherance of that 


policy. 













I do not expect a Protectionist 
policy to shut out those goods which are 
at present being brought here in ships x 
and at the same time to find the same 
number of ships trading with our shores. 
I frankly admit that if, through thee 
establishment of a Protectionist “policy, * 
we succeed in manufacturing the goods’ — 
which at present are purchased overseas, | 

we cannot expect ships to be ploughing 
the waters towards these Shores bearing ~ 
those goods which, as the result of our 
fiscal policy, we have succeeded in shut-_ 
ting out. That would be an: anomaly: ~- 
I am aware that if we enact such 

a Customs Tariff as will yield practi- 
cally no revenue, we must rely upon 

direct taxation for the necessary revenues — 
to enable the Administration to be car- | 
ried on. We cannot under this Tarff 

expect to collect the same amount of re- 
venue as was received a couple of years — 
ago, and therefore if we require the same 
amount of money for the, Administration, _ 
it must be got from other sources. Pro- 
bably we shall have a higher income tax, 

and so I am going to vote for a Protec- — 

tionist Tariff with my eyes open. be 


Senator Pratten.—We shall then Have | 
more taxpayers. oy 

Senator BAKHAP.—Later, there may iy 
be more taxpayers, but probably ce 
immediate effect of this Protective Tariff 
will be an increase in income taxation, — 
and, possibly, increases in many es 


Fata 


‘ 










big increases in other directions if no 
ships are trading with these shcres. © 


Senator PAKHAP.—No country will a 
send ships to Australia to take mais UB 
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Ge oitine that is not vitally needed. 
People talk about trade being a. benefi- 
cent operation. So it is, but we nust 
pot be in the position of being compelled 
practically to take from other countries 
goods which should be manufactured in 
the Commonwealth. If there is anything 
required by the Australian people which 
cannot, under reasonable conditions, be 
manufactured here, I believe in the ‘free 
admission of such goods. JI have very 
little respect, politically, of course; for 
the Free Trader who believes in what is 
called a high revenue Tariff, and I have 
very little respect for the Protectionist 
who wishes to protect the industries of his 
own State but advccates Free Trade in 
regard to the industries of any other Aus- 
tralian State. In the consideration of 
this Tariff, we must think of Australia 
ay a whole. This Senate is legislating 
for the Commonwealth, not the indivi- 
dual States. I have no svmpathy with 
the Tasmanian, for instance, who wants 
a high duty on timber because timber- 
getting is an important industry paying 
hundreds of thousands of pounds in 
wages per year in his own State, but 
because Tasmania does not produce 
bananas, believes they should be admitted 
to the Commonwealth free. I have no 
sympathy with members of the Country 
party in another place, who believe that 
anything produced by the man on the 
dJand should be protected, but advocate 
Free Trade in regard to everything else. 
4 noticed that during the Tariff. discus- 
sion. a representative of a country con- 
stituency in which prunes are produced 
supported Free Trade in connexion with: 
everything required by the man on. the 
land, but asked for an even higher duty 
than the Minister intended to impose om 
prunes. because they happened to be 
grown in his: electorate. That sort of 
Protectionist gets very little political. or 
economic respect from me. I. believe 
that Australia requires a Protectionist 
policy at the present time, and no duty 
eam be satisfactory if it does not effec- 
tively protect. I see very little virtue 
in a duty that makes commodities dearer, 
but at the same time does not prevent 
their introduction from another country. 
That kind of a Tariff has very few charms 
for me, though I may remind Senator 
Gardiner, who attacked it yesterday, that 
IT am no fanatical Protectionist. I do 
uot believe that Protection is some Hea- 
ven-sent doctrine that will solve all the 
_ Senator Bakhap. 


~ 
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ills of humanity. I regard a Prot 
tionist Tariff as a helpful expedie 
enabling a people to establish manufac 
turing industries which otherwise’ might — 43 
not take root and grow perhaps. for’ hry wit 
turies, Ena 
Senator GAaRDINER:—Protection may be Vie 
a costly expedient. Hsp 

Senator BAKHAP.—If Senator Gar- ? 
diner or anybody else could guarantee: WO 8 
me ten decades of verfect world peace, 
it is possible I would be quite willing to 
agree to an experiment. in absolute Free 
Trade for a quarter of a century, be 
cause I feel sure that if the world en- 
joyed a period of absolute peace extend- 
ing over a century, the economic and — ~ 
labour conditions amongst the white 
pecples of the nations would closely ap- 
proximate to some uniform standard. Tf 
we could: insure the same standard in” ~~ 
America as in. Australia, and the same 
standard in the United Kingdem, South 
Africa, and New Zealand, I can see no 
reason why we should not "have complete 
Free Trade: between these units of the 
Empire. But. nobody can guarantee 
peace. Can anybody guarantee a world 
peace for: five years? If peace cannot ~ 
be guaranteed, let us reflect upon the ~ 
lessons that we ought to have: learned. tt 
during the war. If I had any doubt ~ 
as to the desirableness of Protection as’ 
a policy for the Commonwealth, that — 
doubt. was entirely removed during the) ¢) 
war period.- Remember that we were 
not beleaguered, and that hostile ships, — ~ 
even when they were nearest to us, were © 
hundreds, if not thousands, of miles from: 
our shores. Nevertheless, the war 
affected us to such an extent that com- 
modities vital to the Australian people — 
were not procurable for money. Who — 
could, at the time of which I speak, pro- 
cure galvanized iron, barbed’ wire, or © 
fencing wire at anything like a reason= — 
able price in Australia? Were not the — 
lessons upon the blackboard for us to — 
learn? I desire to see such a condition ~ 
of things established in Australia that if 
a. world war were to break out to-morrow, 
this country, which embraces a superfi- — 
cial area which is equal to that of the — 
United States. of America, will: be prare Yi) 
tically self-contained. 3 

Senator GarpInER. a the items 
which the honorable senator has men-— 
tioned have been highly protect in. Vide, 
toria for: fifty years. | 
























pies BAILA. dinar: now. But if 
piney: had not been. protected they might 



































of very little hen t to. the miner, seat 
it is of no benefit to the seaman, and that 
it is of very little advantage to ‘the rural 
. _ producer. ; 

iB Senator Gaxprver. —And fo. the public 
“servant, 
) ‘Senator BAKHAPI distinctly re- 
member _ the honorable senator mention- 
ing the Public Service. But we cannot 
segregate sections of people in that way. 
_ We cannot. place. them in watertight com- 
_ partments. The rural producer is de- 
pendent upon the consuming power of the 
ty population in his vicinity, and the 
public servant is merely an employee of 
the whole community. 





oral: population of ‘Agstralia, thirty and 
: forty years ago, were as good as they are 
: I can remember the time when a 
: farmer’ s wife used to bring butter to our 

place and sell it for 6d. per lb. Was 


“not | one 
“the “opinions 
which Ey have held for a long time, be- 


1s. led to. he. development of a mature 
I . But during my youth I con- 
ss that I was somewhat hostile to the 
: te inordinate growth of <Aus- 
This growth is merely 
_ manifestation of a movement 
taking place in all the 
My 
Lec Daan to it was based upon 
certain historic considerations in respect 
_ to the value of rural populations from a 
mee stand-point. 
ag eco of European waa 















‘se! the Sued Las of se nations. 
A nation which possesses a sound, well- 


ary asset. That. remark is applie- 


-dauntless icsaeueey ‘of the Ottonien Em 


ne ask Senator 


oy a. fick pine for the ies bie 


cause Tape of my opinions: aa "been | 


example, such suburbs as exist across the — 


under conditions which permit them to 
keep ‘their own poultry, to grow crops, — 


We know that for 


Quite renehehy I eee seen a aod: ‘many 
ed peasantry has a ‘tremendous 


me r example, to France, and to the te 






pire, which has succeeded in maintaining 
the Ottoman rule against all the Powers. 
of Western Europe for centuries’ past 
But\ the conditions in Australia are 
vitally different from those which obtain 

elsewhere in that regard. Despite the fact 
that a few noisome alleys are to be foun 
in most of our cities, they are very dif- 
ferent from those which exist in the Ole 
Country. I see nothing wrong in. cits 
life, provided that there are no slum 
areas existent. There are military gentle- 
men in this Chamber who will eon: 
frm my statement that the metropolitar 
populations of Australia fought as loyall 
and well during the recent war as did t 
men who were recruited from our rura 
districts. In regard to physical fitness, 
there was very little difference between 
the men who were recruited in Brisbane, 
Sydney, Melbourne, Perth, Adelaide. 
and Hobart, and those ashe were. re : 
eruited from our rural areas. it 



























Senator Garprner.—But there wer 
some astounding figures in oS toi the 


number: of rejects, eds 


Sinator BAKHAP.—It is well nove! 
that. thousands of the men who were re-> 
eruited for Kitchener’s Armies in the — ss 
streets of London were far from physically _ 
fit. But that fact is explained by the 
existence of slum areas in London, and 
by the circumstance that the Ripa a : 
tan populations of the United Kingdom | 
are not as well-nourished as. are the 
metropolitan populations of Australia, ce 
repeat that there is nothing deteriorating 
in city life, provided that the cities con- 
tain no festering slum areas. Take, for 












Yarra. There are thousands of people 
in Toorak and South Yarra who ltve 











and to keep their own ‘cows. Where’'we 
have modern cities like Brisbane, Sydney, 
and Adelaide, there is néthing to be 
feared in‘ connexion with city life. : 
Tasmania, we pride ourselves upon the 
possession of great resources in the way 
of water-power. What are we gomg | to 
do with our Asteab sich “We are invi ay 
















of these immigrants, ai I say, unhes oe oy 





Pain what é re 





ailibae to. our. population. 





ee ing to send them into the back-blocks to 
_ grow wheat, of which we have a surplus 
production at the present time? Are 
- we going to set them mining copper which 
we cannot sell; or are we going to ask 
them to grow more apples when, already, 
we cannot profitably market our surplus 
apple production? No. If we are going 
to initiate a movement which will result 
in our securing a large stream of people, 
preferably from the United Kingdom, 
but, if not, from other European coun- 
tries, we shied! have to manufacture a 
great many of the commodities which we 
are at present importing, and the pro- 
duction of which is affording employment 

_ to people elsewherer If the hydro-electric 
scheme in Tasmania succeeds in adding 
_ greatly to the population of Hobart—and 
- I believe the electors of Denison have in- 
creased by 12,000 during the past few 
-years—that city will provide a_ better 
market for the adjacent orchardists than 
they have possessed hitherto. If Tas- 
Mania contained two cities, each as big 
as Sydney or Melbourne, 
- Mmanians have to consider so much the 
- question of oversea markets, or even of 
Inter-State markets? Would they not 
' have two splendid markets at their own 
doors? The establishment of large manu- 
_ facturing populations in Australia, with 
 ¢ities which will really constitute local 
' markets, and thereby relieve our pro- 


ducers of much of the anxiety which they 


_ experience in regard to the disposal of 
_ their present surplus production, is a 
most laudable ideal to keep in view. 


It is manifest that in certain ‘circum-: 


stances we cannot have too many people 
on the soil of Australia; but it has been 
~ ealeulated, I believe, that one-seventh 


pine 


is certainly so in a country like America 
' or Australia, is sufficient to provide food 
- for the whole of its inhabitants. What 
would the policy of establishing people 
on the Jand and depleting the popu- 
' Jation of the cities for the purpose ‘lead 
tof I suppose the greatest agrarian 
- country in the world, or the country in 
which the biggest percentage of the people 
is settled on the land, is Russia. 

ie “Russia, an object of needs and envy 
at the present time? It is so only to 
» senseless people with Bolshevik proclivi- 
ies, a few of whom, I am sorry to. say, 
j Australia. - oie to 
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+ See 

































































x any eter class of Doe pie 


owe going to do with them? “Are we aot | 
telligence is Russia at the 


: ees are sual Java it is nob. aes 


would. Tas- - 


, ? ve of the population of any country, and 16, 


But is. 


nthe 


At doit 
an object lesson ? Yet Russia, Te 
possesses at least 100,000, 000 0 
rarian population. — ht ay 

Senator Rowe t. a ioe 
compare them with our people? He 
ae ee would ‘ne 


particularly at a time like the pre 
when we have such difficulty in dis 
ing of our surplus primary produ 
increase it greatly. Cities, when 
said and done, are sd Wwirniox | 9 
ture and civilization. . 


Senator SENIOR. Tiere are 


that we import. 


Senator BAKHAP. Neat deat 
and they will be grown here, parti 
when we give an incentive through 
establishment of a dada like this, : 


towards satis tying my intention 
sires. I ask honorable senators t 
sider this point also, particularly 
Berd to modern life: How has manu 
turing industry advanced man’s ki 
ledge of nature’s processes? Yo 
have, in any country, manufactu 
dustries of a complex and ne 
able kind before you will have 
scientists and experts possessin 
knowledge which is of the se 
to the modern community : 


same chance, becanes rural indad 
eas ae erent from. fon 


Caen who are in the la 
the stronghold of a countr 
modern conditions. ave 


Howe 3 a oor Pe 
past, but what value ee 
rural population have in modern 
What value would it have i ; 
no manufacturing industries i 
That is why, while I have a_ 
gard for him personally, if I dio 
derstand human nature, I 1 
with something like contemp’ 
Hogi of an ‘honorable, ge 
een 2 eae WA ar 



















































ets ate pee inhost gees 
for even higher duties than are impcsed 
is Tariff on a hundred and one ar- 
ticles, and at once pleaded for Free Trade 
in connexion with explosives, because ex- 
plosives were used by the 
miners. I am a miner. J never did 


entered the Tasmanian Parliament; and 
afterwards this Parliament. But is a 
-_--‘miner to be a Free Trader for the simple 
| - reason that the bulk of what he produces 
i ant present has to be sold in oversea mar- 

kets? Does not the miner marry? Has 
_ he not sons and daughters? Are they 
all to be tin or gold or copper miners? 
Does he not look’forward to establishing 
_ them in some of those industries and arts 
_ which are more permanently connected 
_ with civilized life than of a mining field 
with its ephemeral prosperity ? 


Senator Farrparrn.—A great many do 
Jook forward to it. 


Senator BAKHAP.—They do. Con- 
sequently the miner, whose industry at 
first glance would seem to demand his 

_ adhesion to the policy of Free Trade, is 
in Australia nearly always a Protection- 
ve ist, for he knows the nature of his in- 
_ He knows that the prosperity 
of a mining field is not permanent. In 
Ballarat, the town in which I was born, 
. there is not a single mine operating, ‘al- 
_ though it was founded because of the gold 
discoveries of the past. It is now a 
_ eity with considerable manufacturing in- 
 dustries, and affords, because of those in- 
_ -dustries and because of its group popula- 
tion, a substantial market to the rural 
‘industries in its vicinity. I say, -with- 
out hesitation, that the rural communities 
of Australia are ten times more prosper- 
ous to-day than they were when I was 
a boy. In those days, the farmer in 


individual. It is true, perhaps, that he 
did not often experience a dearth of the 
ordinary necessaries of life, but there 
were not too many of what are considered 
Hy ne day ordinary comforts in the farmer’s 

He lived a life which was that 
very crude pioneering community. 
am pleased indeed to know that, not- 
. thstanding. the railing at a Protection- 
st policy as being opposed to rural indus- 


dh 
ike 


tries, because of the- establishment of 
darge city populations in Australia, 
beh are Sys aa in a very great num- 


ae a i ey Tadusbeenal ‘the fey 


Newcastle. 


anything else but mine for ores until I 


nine cases out of ten was not a prosperous . 





mers at the present time have a logal 
market for many of their products 5 they > 
own motor cars, aud have on their 
farm holdings buildings which contain in — 
a large measure the comforts of modern 
life. I know that even in my own State > 
shall be reprobated by some short-visioned 
people for avowing myself a very strong, — 
and even a high, Protectionist, There pee 
no moderate Protection about me. — 
not in favour of that kind of Protection 
which merely raises the price of comm ; 
dities without affording an assurance 


















country. 
protect. 


Australia, and if it is necessary to Bes 4 
hibit its importation from any other 
country before it can be successfully 
manufactured in an economic sense in 
Australia, I am prepared to prohibi 
What sort of community are we going to. 
establish here if humanity does not attain 
to that state of settled peace to which ° w . 
have all been looking forward ? | 


Senator Botron.—Would you subjoct 
the community to exploitation ? 


Nag dt 


Senator BAKHAP. — In no way can © 
the community be better protected from _ 
exploitation than by seeing that as many — 
as possible of the commodities we require — 
are manufactured within our border, — 


Honorable senators know that I am 
not in ues of the policy of price- 
fixing. I said there were too many elu-_ 
sive factors in regard to it to make it a 
success, I have consistently opposed all — 
the proposals for constitutional amend- — 
ment because they were nearly always — 
suggested and elaborated and advocated 
as being the foundation for the initiation — 
of a policy of fixing prices. ~ | 
not a satisfactory policy, but if you are at 
any time going to fix prices es cannot 





















which is wholly Australian. You ? ve 
fix prices to a put extent in connexion 

with Australian industries. You ea 
establish Wages Boards and Arbitration : 
Courts for the arbitrary fixing of wages — 
and conditions of labour. : 


But can a 
do. it in connexion with the markesir 


‘~ 


eed 
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of a product from overseas? You have 
a very much better chance of doing 1t, 
whatever the policy of fixing prices may 
be worth, and of giving force and enact- 
ment to that policy, if the commodity 
is manufactured in Australia. 

Senator pE Larerm.—How are you to 
fix the price of wheat? 

Senator BAKHAP.—That is fixed by 
the markets of the world. A great many 
people urge that Australian wheat must, 
perforce, be sold:overseas, but Tisay that 
the countries overseas will take it only 
if it suits them. Trade is not a matter 
of courtesy; it is a matter of necessity. 
If we, the inhabitants of a continent sur- 
rounded by water, and isolated in these 
southern seas, think it necessary to for- 
tify ourselves against days of stress that 
may not be far distant, by producing 
here everything that the community re- 
quires, and we believe that this Tariff 1s 
a factor which will enable us ‘to give 
effect to that policy, let us adopt it. If 
Protection is a fantasy €ntertained by ig- 
porant men, all I have to say is that 
some millions of Australians ‘must be 
mostly fiools; probably 90,000,000 
Americans and 30,000,000 of Frenchmen 
‘are also fools. 

Senator E. D. Mitten.—The honor- 
able senator is speaking on Carlyle’s lines 
now. 

Senator BAKHAP.—Yes. Seeing that 
the bulk of the people of the world are 
‘Protectionists, they must be fools if Pro- 
Aection is an idle fantastic doctrine 
held by those who believe in.it to their 
economic disadvantage. What has be- 
come of the Free Traders who used to 
peregrinate Australia in the old days and 
fecture us about the beauties of Free 
Trade? What has become of Sir William 
MacMillan, and the other gentlemen 
holding similar views, to whom we used 
to listen years ago in New South Wales? 
Senator Gardimer is the sole survivor of 
them all. 


Senator RowELL.—What about Senator 
‘Thomas ? 


Senator BAKHAP.—Where is _ the 
honorable senator? He, too, has gone. | 


We are a smaller body numerically than 
is the other Chamber of this Legislature. 
I have ‘no hesitation in saying that we 
have equal power, because the power of 
request is to all intents and purposes as 
_ effective as is the power of amendment. 
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; ‘declared themselves on this question, I 
of , 


I should probably be a Free Trader. But — 
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An amendment must be accepted by a1 
other place before it can be given efie 
in just the same way as a request must) 
be accepted. This is not a party matter.) 
Tet us approach the consideration of the 
Tariff as Australians. Do not. let any 
honorable senator. because he is a repre- 
sentative of Tasmania, hold out for the — 
greatest possible protection for Tas- ~ 
manian industries and then bewail the ~ 
fact that members representing other = 
States desire to secure protection for in- = =~ 
dustries established within their borders. ~~ 
Senator Drake-Brockman. — Very  ~ 
noble, but I am afraid it will nob work. 7 
Senator BAKHAP.—It will work, I~ 
have discovered on m&’ny oceasions that = 
in respect of Australian thought the — 
Senate is a more representative body than ~ 
is another place. Besa 
Senator Bouron._—We can admire the 
honorable senator’s courage in saying so.” 
Senator DraKxEe-BRockMAN.—We can 
also agree with the honorable senator’s 
expression of opinion. RS 


Senator BAKHAP.—Although very 
few members of the Senate have ‘so far 
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Caress 











have no hesitation in expressing the view — 
that the overwhelming majority of hon- — 
orable senators are Protectionists. Ido — 
not embrace Protection as some people 

embrace religious or national prejudices. 
If I could be ‘assured of the millennium, — 


rues t i 
















the millennium is not at hand. ess 
than 6,000,000 of the white people in- 
habit this continent and claim exclusive — 
possession of it, and I say they had better =~ 
take heed, and shculd take time by the al 
forelock and secure the manufacture” 
within its boundaries of everything ne-~ i 
cessary for their national life. PH 

Senator Pravrren.—Should not ‘the 
millennium come after Armageddon? 

Senator BAKHAP.—Yes, but it will ~ 
not come. [ have said that I have nob 
recanted cpinions I have held fora long 
time, but I make one exception. At’ 
one time I believed that the growth of 
large cities was inimical to the interests — 
of Australia. I say now that so long as 
those cities are built according to:modern: — ‘ 
ideas in respect to town planning, and te 
the provision of services that tend to the hs 
prolongation of life, large cities are 
centres of culture and enlightenment, and = 
they represent important..and close mar= 
kets for rural producers, er wen. 
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i, - BAKHAP.—Quite | sO. 


tralia is equal, if not superior, to that of 
the people: in any other country in the 
world, so that in Australia’s circum- 
stances the ee of large cities is not 
“pernicious. | When Sydney, Melbourne, 
and Brisbane become cities like London, 
“erm Sa and. ripen the Aus- 


: eae will not be a prey to heart- 
ae anxiety in connexion with Pools 
_ for oversea export. These nightmares 
will have disappeared for ever, and. he 
will be able. to sell his produets to Aus- 


Senator Gardiner has. “spoken of the 
mining’ “industry. Protection is sup- 
posed to make things dear. If it does 
ot do: 80. at first before the protected in- 
dustry is: established, the object of the 
 Protectionist Tariff is not: secured. Hon- 
- orable senators will remember that I was 
‘not one of those who some time ago were 
demanding» that all profiteers should be 
shot because prices were high, and in the 
xt breath advocating the adoption of a 
arift to make teal dear. I know that 


ice ies for sale at high prices 
As. aylogirine to wig I do not: sub- 


fl have icuied 

that. Broun countries by developing 
anufacturing skill, technical know- 
and perfection of machinery enable 

~ production of articles in bulk 

Be accomplished, * which means 
aper production. I. should like 
tor Gardiner if he. were present 
splain why I, as a miner from my 
th, upwards, had always, to, use picks, 
v Is, and axes of American manufac- 
_ America is a Protectionist coun- 
d yet. in the State of Tasmania 
were almost. beljoesaoe ‘og 


‘Che 


sce Rowers Hie They ae ‘ th bg 
about one-third of the ae ae are 
now. 


Senator BAKHAP.—That is aan Oe 
the honorable senator knows as well a: 
I do that owing to a multiplicity i) 
causes which it is needless to enumerate 
now, prices have gone up throughout the 
world. The fact remains that we pur. 
chased and used American mining’ tool 
at a price for which the manufactures © 
Free Trade England could not be sold 
Australia. Why this was so, and wh 
ther Tasmania was regarded as a dump 
ing ground for these productions — 
America, [ am unable to say, ‘Senator 
Earle, whom I knew for many years 
when we had no anticipation that we 
would ever be members of the Australi 
Senate, will bear out my statement tha 
nearly all the tools used in the mining 
industry in Tasmania. a quarter of a cen 
tury ago were of American manufacture 


Senator E. D. Minten.—Was: that: du 


to the price, or because they were Wea 
suitable for the work? 


Senator BAKHAP, — Suitability, 
quality, and price had each no doubt 
something to do with the matter. I do 
not know that things are comparatively 
dear im this Protectionist Commonwealth. 
at the present time. I believe that 
nearly all the articles required by people 
of European extraction are cheaper here 
than they are in other countries. Boots, 
I think, are cheaper here than they are ~ 
in the United Kingdom. I bought — 
hat the other day from a man with whom. 
I have dealt for a very. long time, and 
he assured me that the hat was of Ans 
tralian manufacture, and as good as an 
imported hat at twice the price. 
Needless to: say, ‘as an eee I 
bought the Australian hat. : 


Senator E: D. Mintien.—And as an ne 
economist; too, apparently. aes | 


Senator BAKHAP.-Yes, 1. am. 


opinion that it was as Bppd: a hat 


twice ae muohvf T had tea) yA a ee 
ference. for the din ported article. a | 


ing the war it. was stated, to the, rede it 
of the administration of successive Mir 

isters for Defence in this country, that 
the nehecae Gy §, meee were benes clothe 








spects better armed, than those of any 
other country engaged in the war. 
~ Senator Borrox.—And better paid. 
Senator BAKHAP.—And they were 
also better paid than the soldiers of any 
_ other country fighting in European or 
Asiatic arenas of war. Does that nof 
say something for Australian manufac- 
tures? I venture to think that it does. 
I remember that a Frenchman told me 
- that in the Franco-Prussian war one of 
- the contributing factors to the defeat of 
‘the French armies was that during the 
Jong agony of ‘the retreat upon Paris it 
was found that the troops were shod with 
~ boots that were little better than brown 
paper. He held the view that the fact 
_ that the Army Department supplied them 
with boots of that description went a 
long way to take the heart out of the 
French troops. Nothing of that sort 
happened in connexion with our Aus- 
tralian troops: The leather, harness, 
_ boots, general accoutrements, and equip- 
“ment supplied to them was admitted to 
be superior to those supplied’ to the 
- troops of any other country engaged in 
tbe war. 

Senator Sir Tuomas Grascow eT hat 
ae a great deal to break down the preju- 
dice against the use of Australian manu- 
_ factures. 

‘Senator BAKHAP. —I am glad to 
‘think that it did, and if that is one result 
of the war, it was not fought wholly 
in vain. I have no prejudice against 
the productions of my country. I have 

4: _ never seen a bad article of Australian 
“manufacture unless, perhaps, a few 
matches, and certainly. the matches 
4 aah were manufactured here a few 
| naa ago were an abomination. I sup- 
pose it is not unreasonable to say that in 
the early stages of the manufacture of an 
| "article it cannot be expected to compare 
favorably with the production of a better 
_ established industry in an older country. 
_ Australian whisky is as good as any in 
the world, and half the whisky sold here 
“yas: imported whisky is Australian whisky. — 
"i Senator Prarren.—Even the matches” 
as some that were 














Senator BAKHAP. lathes were not so 
das. some mene y Up! matches. 
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everything ‘else we require? — 
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are made in Japan. The 

IT have no dou 
if Australians undertook the m 
ture of lead pencils they wou 
a very much better article. 



































































Senator CrawrFrorp.—As a pr 
miner, can the honorable senator 
anything about Australian. rk 


Australian explosives. I am geet 
that accidents owing to their u 
very frequently rather from the ¢ 
that is born. of long familiarity me) 
part of the miners who use them 
from anything inferior in the ce 
tion of the explosives. 
withstanding the aaleihies 
Charlton and others associated wi 
coal’ mining industry of Ne 
Senator Earle has used colon 
plosives, and I also have used 
quantities of them. I am thankf 
Providence for the protection affor« 
miners, and although I have had m 
I have always showed such care 
handling of explosives that dur 
mining experience I have never 
toe, orgeven a finger nail. | 


Senator DE Lanter. —When me 
able senator was mining, where we 
tralian explosives manufactured? — 


Senator BAKHAP. —They ee 

as Australian, but wie they > 
manufactured I do not know. 
favour of explosives being manu 
in Australia, because if we were 
in war to-morrow—even if we had 
goods, guns, shells, and aeroplanes 
would we be without explosives 
must manufacture them in Aust 
and, if necessary, give protectic 
industry. If the explosives manufact 
here are of inferior quality, let t 

dustry be established on a satisfact 
basis, with thoroughly qualified’ che ni 
and analysts employed in conn 

the industry, so that we shall 
cause to complain concerning the 
ity of the Australian product. 
should. Australia manufacture — 
of an inferior quality when 
duce boots, hats, clothing, — 









manufacture nails, Kerosene i 
iron, and other necessaries, 

























































all Rearlufsctare saenane in Aus- 
ia. ZT am not such a Protectionist, 
4 however, that I believe we- should enact 
duties to enable_us to rear elephants and 
animals of that kind in the Common- 
- wealth. T am not in favour of ele- 
* phants, black, tan, or white being 
_ bred in this country, because we do not 
want them. In an island continent, in- 
_habited by a civilized white race and 
_ populated by people who: suffered from 
‘segregation during the war through cur 
lack of ‘Jocally-produced commedities, it 
is our duty to remember the lessons which 
: we were taught, and undertake the manu- 


on such a enite that we hall ee able to 
give employment to hundreds of thou- 
sands, in fact, millions, of people, whom 
we desire to attract to our shores. 


A Senator Bouron.—It is also desirable 
_ to have industrial efficiency. 


_ Senator BAKHAP.—That is absolutely 
essential. Senators Earle and Payne 
have dealt with that phase of the ques- 
‘tion. If the Australian artisans decide 

that they shall work only five or six hours 
a day, and at as slow a stroke as possible 
during those days, we cannot hope to 
achieve efficiency. If they desire that 
the mines shall be owned only by those 
ho work in them, and at the same time 
expect capitalists to invest. their money 
for their exploitation, they are pursuing 
a phantom. They are endeavouring to 
create conditions which Protection can- 
not produea and which Free Trade could 
not alleviate. Senator Gardiner {has 
said that Protection cannot confer any 
benefits on the mining industry. No; 
but if the ‘man with capital is not given 
sufficient encouragement, it is not likely 
_ that we shall find prospectors” going out 
in search of minerals, because what is the 
se of prospecting when, no~one will 
supply the money to develop the deposits 
which may be discovered ? if the false 












a ante let me say that there are 
idental advantages in a& pokey of Free 


Joby, r, 1921.) 1 


ae 
\ 


ing before me the object lesson of. the | 


Trade in some countries, and there are ‘ 
also incidental disadvantages i in the estab- — 
lishment of a policy of Protection, par- — 
ticularly in its initial stages. But, hay- 


great prosperity and magnificent popula- 
tion of the United States of America, the 
scientific education, the manufacturing 
expertness, the ereat rise of Germany 
from a second rate Central European 
Power to that degree of might ee 
caused the whole world to be ove oy 















tection, that America, hensalt a Prowl 
tionist country, will not allow China to 
enact a Protective Tariff, that India, 
which has been given many privileges 
of self-government by the generous 
Mother Country, will not be able for a 
long time to enact her own Tariff, when 
we independent people, also through the. 
wisdom of the Mother Country, have the 
privilege of enacting a Customs Tariff in. a : 
order to secure the proper development — 

of our internal resources, I, as an Aus- bt 
tralian senator, say that this mnie 
continent, with’ its great natural re- 
sources, should institute a policy of Pro- i 
tection. J am prepared, in the resent i. 
circumstances, to give “ McKinleyism” a 
fair trial, and if, as the result of experi-. 
ence, we find that we have made a mis- 
take, it will be possible for the Austrahan ~ 
Government to reverse their policy, and, 

if they so desire, introduce one of abso- 
lute Free Trade. . My previous actions 
have received indorsement at the hands 
of my constituents in the State of Tas- oe 
mania, and I am not going to be mealy-— ue 
mouthed in advocating that which I be- 
lieve is right. I intend voting for duties ne 
which will effectively protect those infant ee 
industries of Australia, which, at een ri 
are undeveloped. - 


Iike Senator Gino. “Senater F air 
bairn, and others, I was, in my younger 
days, a diligent student of Adam Smith, 
Cobden, and Gladstone on the question of 
Free Trade versus Protection. My be 

















period, and, in fact, I was only converted " 
to a paliey of Protection as a sat _ 








- “ments. 
every country should produce that which 

mn it is most suited to produce.and exchange 
ane products for those of other countries, 
there is no answer to the. argument. But 

_ this axiom presupposes many things, 
included in which is one that other 

-. countries wil] adopt a similar. policy. The 
main argument of Adam Smith was that 
other countries would follow Great Bri- 
tain’s lead, and that in a very short time 
we would have Free Trade throughout — 
the world. 


Senator E. D. Mirren;—He. also 
argued that, whether other countries: fol- 
lowed your lead or not, it. was good 
enough to stand on its own. 


- Senator ELLIOTT.—But he laid ‘great 
emphasis on what I have said, contend- 
“mg, as the Minister for. Repatriation 
_ (Senator E. D. Millen): has pointed out, 
that such benefits would ensue that: other 
- eountries could be disregarded. . The 
fundamental argument, however, was that 
other countries would follow the: lead: 
But that has not been the case. In 
fact, during the eighty years in which 
Great Britain has operated under 
Free Trade, I have not discovered 
any other country which has adopted a 
similar policy. On the contrary, other 
- countries, such as America and Germany, 
_ have worked under'a highly Protective 
_ policy, and have been able to establish 
_ within their borders and expand indus- 
tres: which originated in Great Britain, 
and which, according to the Free Trade 


_ argument, was the most suitable place for 


their development. Under the Protec- 
% tive policy of those countries these indus- 





tries have been built up to . such 
am extent that they are now able 
5 j ‘to more than compete with Great 


a Britain on equal terms. Aniline dyes 
were first produced in Great. Britain, 
where the raw material existed; but it 


occurred. to the German cdi butaats that 


this was a key industry, with which the 
manufacture of explosives: was closely as- 
sociated, and that it would be advan- 
_tageous to make it a German monopoly. 
The Germans. therefore proceeded to pro- 
a as Sea in every Wal and eh 


| Bree Reade. was. ae Masenertiy: oe | e 
‘is. no answer to the Free Trade argn- — 
If we support the axiom that. 























































‘ly in 
Coe. the cutlery ‘trad 
strongly established in Sheffie 
hon beauaig has chit Wiha yh 


they pay success, sie ie 
to cripple Great Britain in time ' 
ula nd that if ee secured 


bag 


Senator Gardiner, in ge course e of 
speech, stressed the point that if wo | 
up protected industries they would 
bine to oppress the people; but, 
ently, the honorable senator has 
heard of. Combines outside Aust 
is well known that the importing 
are equally capable of combining 
there is: no local competition, © 
people are oppressed to a greate 
than: they would bein the hands of 
manufacturers’ who, at least, are” 
our own control. . The honorable 
tor also asserted that the duties fe 
are paid by the consumers in ou 
country; but, in fact, they are very 
paid by the importers. “Recents 
Argus published a statement that ¢ 
agricultural implements were 
Free Trade New Zealand at a 
price than. in Protectionist , Au 
thus demonstrating clearly that 1] 
was. paid by the American impo: 
that case at all erent | 


plaint about the high cost of woollen 
in Australia. In connexion with this mat t. 
ter I feel sure that if our industries 
encouraged—and judging by the nm 
of woollen companies which h 
floated in Victoria ‘recently, the p 
is very promising—we shall soon b 
to. cope with the demand, and the | 
of woollen goods in Australi il 
be lower than at present. — ; 
ject [ may draw the attention o 
ister for Repatriation (Senator. 
to the position of the Returnec 
Co-operative Mill, at. Geelong. ‘ 
operative society was established 
at _returned soldiers and. thei 
perpen E: Dz Ses Nia 


















“th ey 
ive out of the dividends. 

ator ELLIOTT.—The company 

was formed for the purpose of’ providing 
-emy loyment for returned ‘soldiers and 
their dey endants. The’ articles ig asso- 
- turned ‘soldier or ie deblesaek may be 
employed, and also that the shareholders 
must be returned soldiers or their vente 


H a 


hing of. peanintion aly must be, ea 
‘think the Minister will find that x 


| Ben atorE. D. Mirren. —It is simply a 
question of fact, which can be cleared 
up in twenty-four hours. I say the share- 
olders are not limited to returned men, 
and I can give the honorable senator the 
ame of one man to justify my statement; 
but this. does not affect his argument in 
any way. Lam only saying that his state- 

ment is not quite correct. 
Senator ELLIOTT.—Well, the re- 
urned soldiers went into that ‘venture in 
ler to help themselves. I was one of 
LOSe + who. advised them to do so. They 
ad an assurance that the Government 
rould be prepared to assist them in the 
ne way that the farmers in hanes 


1 hone for the Commonwealth, 
oc our returned. cmuepiid Hsu if some 


iy: ae ui pall, ‘the States, bake By ea 


nator ELLIOTT Me in regard to 
ular Institutions. — This ‘Geelong Co- 


) getting ‘outside oval into. iba ven- 
ture, because the articles of association 
event any one but returned soldiers and 

iz dependants from neti al 


Rerrary ‘opinion, naaed “on prices 
aN have observed in the various 
¢ asta Tam aoe ete tie 


“in Fiji. 


evel of pre-war costs. It was alec) aid 


Nridhat the reputation earned for the Aus- 


tralian-made boot, during the war did” ; 
great deal to break down. the prejudice 
that had hitherto existed against the Aus 
tralian-made article. Ministers, I think, 
must be aware of the efforts that were 
made to induce the Government to sub 
stitute the British for a supply of boot 
for our troops; but the troops themselpes 
determined to wear nothing but the Aus 
tralian-made article, and T think that a 
the end of the war it was generally agreed 
that our troops were better equipped in 
this respect than any other troops. 
Senator pr Lareir—Can you explain 


why our boot factories are now idle, 


and why they are not exporting and tak 
ing world’s parity, like our wheat- 
growers ¢ 

Senator ELLIOTT.—L «believe ‘Cher , 
was a very great over-production of boots 
during the war, and that the present glut 
in the market is only temporary. 
_ Senator pe Larem.—Why not export 
the boots? | 

Senator ELLIOTT.—The hounbetie 
senator must not forget that for a long 
time hides were very much above present. 
values, and that when the slump came our 


boot factories were encumbered with boots — 


that had been made from high- prieds 


Jeather. 


Senator Botron.—We are now told 2 
that a pair of boots costs as much as three | . 
hides. 

Senator ELLIOTT.—I do not know cine 
details of costs to-day, but it is a fact 
that the bulk of the boot manufacturer’s 
capital is, at the present time, locked up _ 
in high- priced stock, which they cannot 
get rid of without great loss. 

Senator Gardiner also had cairebhie as to 
say about bananas. It seems to me that 
there is no reason why banana cultiva- 
tion should not progress to the same extent 


in Queensland and the northern parts of 


New South Wales as the growing of soft- 
stone fruits and citrus fruits has been — 
developed in the northern parts of Vis 
toria. There is no reason why, when thi ) 
industry has developed sufficiently, 
bananas should not be as cheap as. when 
produced ‘under. black-labour conditio: ons 
We would then have this addi- 
tional advantage: we would be gettin, AN 
the bananas cheaply, and. have the mon 


in the country: as well. 





| a a want, now, to ioe attention ‘to eh 


another soldier industry established in 
Victoria since the war. <A certain num- 
ber of returned soldiers, who were steve- 
ores, last year formed themselves into a 
co-operative company and started in busi- 
‘ness on the Melbourne wharfs. 
ing thus a company of capitalists 
so called, as well as stevedores, they 
were naturally careful to cee , that 
claims for pilftring goods on the wharfs 
should be as light as possible, and 
Tt am informed that their enterprise has 
been remarkably successful. The men 
‘make good money in wages, and their 
company is earning high dividends. They 
are most particular in checking anything 
in the nature of pillaging from the ships, 
as they realize it is to their interest that 
claims against their company should be 
as light as pussible. Their reputation is 
now so good that they are being preferred 
to other people, and I suggest to my 
friends of the Labour party that some 
of the unions engaged in this kind of 
work, as well as in other industries, 
might very well form similar com- 
_ panies and provide their own capital by 
investing their savings, as these returned 
soldiers did, although, of course, they were 
able to utilize their war gratuity bonds, 
upon which they obtainedan advance 
_ from the bank sufficient to carry them on 
- for the first few months. It appears to 
“me that if these co-operative enterprises 


: were established, and were working amic- 


¥ 


: generals during the war. 


ably, many of our labour difficulties 
_ would be solved. 
- Senator Gardiner also, and, perhaps, 
4 by way of a joke, made some remarks con- 
- cerning the leadership of our Australian 
I can only 
_ reply that we had a very short appren- 
_ ticeship in leadership, and so I am not 
i Lege to defend the mistakes made, such 
_as they were. 
Senator Garprner.—May I say that 
your reputation was so high that it could 
_ even stand my joking about it? 
Senator ELLIOTT.—-I suggest to my 
ieictable friend (Senator Gardiner) that 
he and his colleagues had a much longer 


a Ppp cent in ‘leadership than we, and 






ag) venture the opinion that if, during the 
war, their leadership had been directed 


os dis laan tly: the attitude of the reople 
@ of Australia towards his ae to- ag? . 


‘ apa be prea Grapher 


Becom- an 
rose to £74 ,000. 


‘Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) ° 
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in Australia at present are. in 
owing to increases in eer 
working costs. In 1910-11 $ 
ance costs of the ‘Melbournd ne 
amounted to £42,196, and last ye 
‘Salaries and wages, 
example, have advanced from ‘£19, Meee 
£32,618, and the dispensary costs i 
£4,552 to £9,100. The toate : 


pathetic during the debate on the 1 
in another place, and exempted fro mn 
alcohol, which is an essential ing) 
in the preparation of most mec 
That concession resulted in a net 
to the hospitals of £800 a year. | 
that the Minister will be able tom 
way to make similar concessions in r 
io other articles which are almost as 
tial as is alcohol, By so doing no 
injury will be inflicted upon the 
manufacturers of Australia. 

Senator E. D. Mitten. 
that the honorable senator is now | 
rocky upon his Protectionist princi 


Senator ELLIOTT. 1 ama as 


a cere, and 
£100,000 for the benefit of po 
If we can save a few hundred p 
the remission of duties upon 
which are commonly used in cur hi 
it wa confer a great measure 


the motion for the first r 
this Bill have delivered second 
speeches upon it. I do not pre 
follow their example, although — 
have something further to sa 
Tariff matters when the no if 
second reading of ‘this measure 

consideration. In my jena 
now being invited to put the ¢ ; 
the horse. We are asked to de: a 


es invited to discuss a propo al 
establishment of a Tariff Bo 
lieve there are a good ie 
senators nme would’ not. : 
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to bel a Board constituted for the pur- 
pose of controlling the Tariff. I believe, 
too, that there are a good many honor- 
able senators who do not think that any | 
such Board should be created. Conse-” 
quently, we ought to decide whether a 
_. Tariff Board shall be appointed before 
being called upon to determine the form 
of the Tariff itself. I therefore suggest 
to the Minister (Senator Russell) that 
this Lill should net be preceeded with 
until we have been afforded an BP yt 


‘Bill. There is aie business eonawehe 
notice-paper to keep us cecupied until the 
gat Foard Bill has been dealt with 


. ‘Senator Sentor. — Why keep 
_ banana-growers in a ake : 


the 


to another ee the Tariff Board Bull 
does not appeal to me. Considerable 
alterations will require to be made in it 
before I shall be a party to it.. Upon 
another occasion, when speaking in this 
Chamber, I protested strongly against 
the delegation of legislative powers to 
_ outside individuals and bodies, ; 


Sah 
Veal? 


_ know that it is quite in order for an 
ie: oe senator to discuss a Bill which 


le with him. 
Senator DRAKE- BROCKMAN, —I 
_ repeat that in speaking in this Chamber 
upon another occasion I expressed my- 
_ self very strongly upon the subject of the 
--unwisdom of delegating. legislative 
power: to outside indiv‘duals and bodies. 


b that measure pointed out to me that noth- 
_ ing of the sort was proposed, and he pro- 


against the opinions expressed by three 
four legal members of the Senate. Pre- 
1 the junior official in question 
id drafted the Bill, and was under the 


ch t what the Minister desired. I dared 
r ey that he had done nothing of the 


; y aieeeht there was Hse viequentiy | 


- statement which I made in this chamber, © 


‘T. Givens)—I would remind the honor 


Senator E. D. Mirren.—I. do not 


ceeded to set up the opinion of a. junior . 


pression that he had incorporated in it 


Da ia 


the High Court when mention was made | ee 
of that particular measure, and when one 
of the Just'ces, in referring to it, stated 
most specifically that this Parliament had 

@elegated its legislative authority to a 

Public Service Arbitrator, thefeby sup: cae 
uth in almost my exact words thee i: 



































































and which the Minister had contradicted 
upon the advice of the junior official wha 
was sitting behind him. If the Tariff — 
Board Bill, which is now before anothe 
place, is submitted to us in its present. 
form, we shall be invited to delegate o 
legislative authority to an outside body. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon 


able senator that it has been laid down 
upon several occasions by my predecessors. 
that there must.be only the vaguest re 
ference to any Bill which is under con- 
sideration in another place. The reason 
for the practice is obvious, because i 
such a measure were to be discussed and 
opinions expressed upon it in this cham- 
ber, it might be regarded as an interfer- 
ence with the right of another branch of 
the Legislature to freely discuss it. This — 
rule has been laid down by my predeces- 

sors, and I think that it is a very good — 

rule. Of course, the Senate will have a 

full opportunity of expressing its opinion 

upon the measure at a subsequent period. — 

I have allowed the honorable senator to 
make a general reference to it, but I hope : 
that: he will not proceed further upon tha 
lines which he is now pursuing. : 


pee 
PES oe ee ae 





Senator Prarren.—Upon a point of 


order, may [I remind you, sir, thatelastb — 
evening Senator Fairbairn devoted prac- 
tically the whole of his speech to the — 
Tarif Board Bill, which is now engaging “S 
the attention of another place. } e's 











The PRESIDENT.—I have allawal ay 
Senator Drake-Brockman quite as much 
latitude as [ allowed to Senator Fairbairn.~ 
If Senator Fairbairn had proceeded fur- 
ther I would have stopped him. TI lis- 
tened most carefully to his remarks in — 
an endeavour to discover whether he ye 


to andar influence the members ir 

another place. VS 
Senator Prarten.—This is a 0 an im 

portant matter. ; 


The PRESIDENT.—Of course, It ig 
an important matter. However, I am ett) 
not discussing its importance, but ¢ merely : 


Customs. Tariff 





‘the impropriety of an honorable senator 
proceeding upon certain lines. The rule 
‘to which I have directed attention is a 
> perfectly sound one. 


Senator Pratren.—Upon a question of 
privilege, seeing that Senator Fairbairn 
last night devoted nearly the whole of his 
speech ° to the question of the Tariff Board 
Bill 

The PRESIDENT.—That is not a 
matter of privilege. In any case, I lis- 
tened carefully to Senator Fairbairn, and. 
as far as I followed him, he spoke gener- 
ally of the principle of Boards, and cer- 
tainly not in the strong terms used by. 
Senator Drake-Brockman in referring to 
a Bill which will come before the Senate 
in the near future. 





Senator Prarren.—But the | Tariff 
‘Board Bill specially refers to the Tariff 
Bill which we are now considering. 


The PRESIDENT.—That does not 
affect the rule which [ have laid down 
that honorable senators must not antici- 
pate discussion upon .2 Bill which is at 
present before another place. 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—I 
bow to your rulnig, sir, and’ shall: not 
‘proceed further upon the lines which I 
was pursuing. Having regard to the re- 
Jation which exists between the Tariff 
Board Bill and the measure which) is now 
before us, it is regrettable that upon this 
occasion it is impossible for me to carry 
‘my argument any further. 

The PRESIDENT.—I had no inten- 
tion of preventing the honorable senator 


from bringing forward any argument as: 


to why consideration of another Bull 
Should not preeede the consideration of 
this:measure. There is no point at all 


in regard to that matter, but the honor- 


able senator must not denounce the pro- 
visions of a Bill which is now under con- 
sideration jn another . place. 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—It 
is highly improper that we should be 
asked to consider the terms of the Tariff 


sehedule until we know what sort of a . 


Tariff Board is to be created, and what 
functions are to be discharged wyatt e 
therefore seriously suggest to the Muinis- 
ter that he should afford us an oppor- 
tunity of dealing with the’ measure ‘to 
which I have directed attention before we 
are asked to determine what duties shall 
be imposed upon various articles, and 


[SENATE] 


its discussion, or- whether it is n 







what latitude we ought to alban the NV 
ister for Trade and ‘Customs, or amy 
else, in regard to their imposition. — “ae Ri 

Senator E. D. Miren._I will giveithe py 
honorable senator this assurance, which is. 
as far as I can go, that upon the oy ae 
tion that the Tariff Board Bil] is. passed 
by another Chamber, it will be subeeiied: y 
to the Senate before the Tariff mi this ne 
Chamber. i) ‘ae 

Senator DRAKE-BROOKMAN, ae 
should like a further assuramee. ae 

Senator E, D. Mitten.—I cannot bring | 
the Bill on to-day. 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN, — a 
think that Senator Gardiner will take 
the hint, and if we cannot continue talk- 
ing either upon the motion for the first 
or second reading of this Tariff Bill—— 

Senator FE, D. Mirrmn.—If he wishes ~ 
to tie up the business of the Senate the 
honorable senator may simplify matters — 
by moving that the consideration of this 
Bill be postponed until that course | ‘be 
taken. i 
Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN, — 1. 
have no desire to tie up the busimess of 
the Senate. There is sufficient business — 
upon the notice-paper to oceupy us fora — 
fortnight without touching the Tariff. 
Moreover, we are to. be asked to sit an ad- 
ditional day each week in order to ex- 
pedite the consideration of that matter. 
I do not know whether there ‘is any 
special reason why we should meet .an- 
additional day each week Be ets 

The PRESIDENT. — Order! ‘The 
honorable senator must not discuss tha 
matter, seeing that it is already Bagh 
business-paper. ’ 

Senator DRAKE: BROCKMAN. Nad Ea 
was under the impression that on the first 
reading of a Bill of this sort the: more 4, 
irrelevant one was the more: relevant, ‘he ) 
was. 

The PRESIDENT.—What the honor. 
able senator’ says is quite true, although’ 
it is a contradiction in. terms, but it does 
not ‘get him over the rule that he must 
not anticipate’ the discussion of ‘a matter ie 
of which notice has already: been given. 

Senator GARDINER nee rise ‘to aides i 
There is no reference in the notice-paper - : i 
which I have to the subject which called  ~ 
for your ruling. I should dike to bee ! 
quite clear whether the fact of a Minister 
giving notice of a motion really ee f 
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i Baniicat B. D. Miien.—The matter is 
part of the business of the Senate now. 
The: moment: a notice of motion is given, 
it is on the records of the Senate. The 
notice-paper are merely printed for the 
convenience: of honorable senators. It 
is’ not necessary to wait until the notice 
of .motion is printed and circulated to- 
_ morrow for it to become part of the busi- 
sa ness of the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT.—The position . as 
stated by” the Minister is correct. The 
‘printed’ notice-paper is merely a record: 
of the business of the Senate. Even if 
no business-paper were printed, it would: 
rot matter. Directly notice is: given of 
motion, it becomes part of the business 
r the consideration of the Senate. I 
ule that the honorable senator is not in 
order in anticipating the discussion of 
such a motion. 
_ Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. — I 
ope the Minister for Repatriation will 
onsider whether it is possible for him to 
eet the views I have expressed. 
Senator E. D. Mirten.—I shall cer- 
tainly endeavour to do. so as far as pos- 


sible. 


Senator DRAKE- BROCKMAN. — [| 
ng oe the Minister for ie ae A 


I have ined Alvis 
7 ae Bast ou ie to arguments which TI 
Have heard other honorable senators say 
eminded them of the fights of twenty 
j the question of ae Aus- 


nt IT came into hie Sian arena. 
to find that Australia had decided to be 
Protectionist. Whatever my views on 
subject might have been, I think they 
Id have affected the issue to a very 
ll extent: I come into this Chamber 
tg be confronted with a scientific 
.. A seientific Tariff is: a. most 
erful:and amazing thing. This: one, 
tance, allows most of the tools of 
-required.in the coal-mining indus- 
come in free, and imposes a duty. 
opt 40. per cent. on. ale bela “ss a 










You pee rater! the sa eae 
_ but you can protect the coal industry. 


any 


Tariff: does. 


and seed. grown in other ocuntries had 


is curious document, designated a é } y 4 
scientific Tariff, imposes a burden on the eee 
gold-mining industry of Australia, and — 
at’ the same time provides protection for 
the coal-mining industry. That may be 
scientific, but the ways of science. are 
certainly extraordinary. 


Senator SENIOR (South pee 
[4.58].—The time when I declared my 
faith on the fiscal question has long gone 
by., The discussion on which we have 
entered covers an exceedingly wide field. 
There, is nothing that affects the life 
and well-being of a nation so minutely 
and yet in such a far-reaching way as a 
It is an ingenious instru- 
ment that has been invented for extract- 
ing almost the last shilling out of a man’s 
pocket in an exceedingly: clumsy way. 
Examining this document, I am re 
minded of standing upon some eminence, 
and looking over an exceedingly wide 
landscape. To the eye only the out- 
standing objects are really visible, yet 
not only in the far distance, but also 
in the almost immediate neighbourhood, 
there are many objects of equal interest, 
if not equal attractiveness. We must 
study, not only what the Tariff will pro- 
duce for the Treasury, but the effects it 
will have on the whole community. 
Australia is still only in its infancy, bat. 
I have serious doubts whether it is still 
so immature that it can really afford to a ° 
have what Senator Gardiner ceri aan 
Free Trade. There was a time in the — 
extreme youth of this. country when 
Tariffs, of this kind were not imposed. 
Even animals reared in other. countries: 
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to. be introduced, and in those days it: wa 
manifestly against the best, interests o 
Australia to raise any Tariff barrie 
against. their importation. Before de- 
velopment took place the imposition. 0 
a. Tariff would have been really inimiea: 
to Australia’s best interests, and there 
fore no Tariff was imposed, “but as Aus 
tralia developed it. became necessary to 
inaugurate something equivalent to 

‘Tariff. Revenue was required, and ‘dia : 
was one of the means suggested for raise 
ing it. It) is a question. now whether 
our fiscal garments of the. past have not 
become too at for us. A pokcrye whie 


: el ago is not 


an 
‘policy, it ought to produce some results. 


what the people pay for Protection. 
_ trade is practically barter. 
of a policy of absolute Free Trade, 


level of those people. 
. desire 


¥ 


: satan fort (thi, tte. 
day, and the man who claims that we 


should adopt*Free Trade to-day is really 


a being who lives in the past. It has 
been areued here that at the time of » 
_ Federation that portion of Australia 


which was Free Trade had grown much 
more quickly and expanded more\greatly 
than the portion which was Protectionist 
in its principles. It is doubtful if the. 
fiscal policy had anything to do with 
the development. There were many 
other factors which had to be considered. 
Senator Garprver.—lIf the people pay 
immense tax for a _ Protectionist 


Senator SENIOR.—1I shall deal with 
All 
The: effect 
if 
carried on with the people of a lower 


- civilization, must be to bring the standard 


of civilization in Australia down to the 
I say, without any 
upon the coloured 


to reflect 


-zaces, that if, under a policy of Free 
Trade, we admit their goods to Australia 


senator exchanges 
apple for a Fiji banana, how can that 
affect. conditions one way or another in 
ae either South Australia or Fiji? 








ines limited if he cannot see that the: two 


| free of duty the result must be to reduce 

__ those who are engaged in the manufacture 
__ of similar goods in the country to their 
' level of civilization. ‘ 


Senator Garpiner.—lIf the honorable 
a South Australian 


Senator SENIOR.—I am afraid that 
ithe honorable senator permits trivial mat- 
tars to obstruct his vision. Weare dealing 
in the Tariff with questions of far creater 
_ importance than the exchange of apples 
or bananas. ‘Tf we throw open our ports 


Ve the products of lower-paid labour in 


_ other countries, one effect must be to re- 
duce the standard of labour in Aws- 
tralia. Senator Gardiner should be able 
to see that the White Australia policy. is 
_ guite inconsistent with the principle of 
Bite Trade, — 

Senator Garpiner.—The White Oats 
eas policy has nothing to do with trad- 
ing interests, _ 

_ Senator SENIOR. The range of my 
honorable friend’s vision must be exceed- 


preee are absolutely bound together. 
pprpetes of Darrian aah in SHS Bes ike 





» White Australia policy i is a r 


the products of the better pa lab 


the one ticketed with the niche 


that. 


other countries unless we are pr 


countries. Tf we are re be self 













Pinan ‘that ee ‘has © 6 mn 
idealists whe have recogni 


























































improved humanity. It can ey 
effect to without any reflection up 
of the coloured ra¢es, because its 
tions should tend to improve them 
as ourselves. 

Senator GARDINER athe 3 
senator interprets the White A 
policy to mean that we should no 
with coloured races. at inte 
ferently. ® ; 

Senator SENIOR.—Let me ey furt 
and ay that it is only, am a Pro 


cuiooted with our nant 
the products of the ‘slum ” labou 

other nations. 1 
of Free Trade practically sere 
lief in using the products of th 
labour of other lands to the exc 


Australia. 4 

Senator GaRDINER. —People. aa ‘a qe 
things unless it is ‘to their ae 2 
do so. 


first. 
put twa Gaupecli ef. equal ‘yale 
window in Bourke-street and ticke 
with a lower price than the oth 
would be useless for him to expe 


would Bi the first sold. 


Belfast. i 
Senator SENIOR. aI do not 
4a 
Senator GaRDINER. ene th 
able senator would not, on that ac 
object to purchase linen’ manufact 
Belfast, which is the best in the wo 
Senator SENIOR.—I am prep: 
admit that the honorable senator has 
sincerely to elevate the lot of the Ws 
in Australia, but he has been 
himself and bey the workers in™ 
a Free Trade policy for this co 


I have said that all trade is ba 
we have to choose what the futur e 0 
tralia shall\ be. If we say chat wte 
deal only in primary products we 
find Chiat shipping will not, come 1e 


take the manufactured products 

































“must Petablich, BA hoe 
‘That again has its limitations, because by 
that means we may not be ‘able to fill 
the waste places cf Australia as rapidly 
‘as they should be filled. There are com- 
aratively impoverished anations of the 
world who would be quite willing to ex- 
hange their manufactured products with 
us, but canngt do so, because, owing to 
_ their poverty, they cannot buy... our 
primary products. A_ Tariff imposes 
duties-upon a_ variety of articles. It 
ey A a duty upon an article la 


(oa be admitted free, and we have to 
consider what, in the circumstances, is 


or ‘protection ie he extent of 10 or 
5 per cant. He raises the price of his 
_ goods as nearly as possible to the price 
‘of imported similar goods, plus the duty. 
Then he comes again to the Minister for 
By Trade and Customs and asks for still 
igher LO eis Our friends interested 





e gave it, 
en Prectly we ais so they began 
oO panupiire sugar, but later they 
‘4 aid ee were unable to continue its 


one effect of the imposition of duties 
which ao. the meng of putt 


“Jands upon which wheat, maize, and 
eae other produce is grown. 

one Senator CrawFrorp.—I never heard of 
v heat Po grown in the neighboyrhood 


the neighbourhcod of ager lands. 
ie le ean be grown on sine soil. 


; F think 
tha ae production of sugar beet has in- 


passed © ‘on to the consumer; 


Ib has to be bore in mind that 


ator has” hi ard ape maize being ving 


_the value of land anywhere in 


Roaateet DE ig ee —It has in Gipps 
land. 

Senator SENIOR. Tee impose. Tariff 
duties in three grades. ° We may levy a 
prohibitive duty for the purpose ot . 
shutting out. a particular article entirely. 

We may levy a duty, not with a view to aa 
bolstering up any particular industry, 
but. because the Government needs re- 
venue. We may again impose duties 
which will earn revenue to a certain ex- 
tent and will at the same time assist in 
the building up of industries. It has — 
to be borne in mind that when duties 
are imposed, whilst they may produce a 
certain, amount of revamue, they are. 
and if it- 
were merely a matter of obtaining re. Ne 
venue, the simpler and mcre direct course ue 
would be to increase the income tax. We 
should, in the consideration of a Tariff, — 
have regard for the point of view of the — 
taxpayer as well as of the manufacturer. 
We have to bear in mind also that the 
purchaser of imported goods has to PAY | 
not merely the duties imposed upon them, 

but an additional 10 or 15 per cent. to the 
importer. | 

In some directions I am in apreement bn 
with the arguments adduced by Senator — 
Gardiner, particularly i in connexion with | 
the articles we cannot produce here. 

Senator THomas.—What cannot be 
produced in Australia? ° 

Senator SENIOR.—The honda 
senator, who is an ardent Free Trader, — 
should not ask the question, because if 
we can produce everything in Australia 
he should be a Protectionist. | 

Senator Tuomas. — What cannot we 
produce ? | 

Senator Rem.—Do we produce news- — 
print? 


Senator SENIOR. — I have been as- 
sured by paper manufacturers that we 

cannot produce the Hner grades of repel 
in Australia. ‘4 


Senator pe Larcre.—That is not so, as 
it is being produced in Western Anstraliate 


Senator SENIOR.—I- have accepted 
advice from persons who are handling | 
paper every day, and if I have been mis- — 
led it has been by those who know the 
position. Those who advocate a_ self- 
contained continent have to contend with 
a very important problem, because in 
time we may produce in excess of our re 
quirements, and we shall then have. a 
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‘consider the question of markets. ‘If we 
are not buyers of the articles produced in 
‘/other countries we shall have to search 
‘the world over to find markets for the 
commodities we produce. 
Senator Crawrorp.—Our markets will 
be in the countries which produce less of 
a particular commodity than we do. 
_ Senator SENIOR.—Although money 
is exchanged for goods, it is, after all, 
really a question of barter. Other na- 
tions will take our goods if we are pre- 
pared to accept theirs. 

Senator Crawrorp.—lIt.is not a direct 
barter. 

Senator SENIOR.—No; but money 

in exchange for goods merely disguises 
the barter. It will be readily recog- 
nised that vessels will be attracted 
only to those countries where there is 
a possibility of securing back loading. We 
are a long way from bemg a self-contained 
eountry, and there is much to be said, 
quite apart from the principle, upon the 
effect. that a Protective Tariff will have 
upon Australia as‘a whole. It will cer- 
tainly not only assist in building up 
local industries, but it will largely assist 
in peopling Australia. We have not to 
depend simply upon filling our vacant 
spaces, but we shall have to see that the 
conditions which obtain in Australia 
afford to those who desire to come and 
live amongst us greater facilities than 
prevail in other lands. 
Senator Thomas asked by interjection 
what could not be produced in Australia, 
and I may remind him that oil, which is so 
essential to the progress and development 
of any country, has not yet been dis- 
eovered in Australia; but I am not going 
to despair on that account, because there 
are at present clear indications of ,oil 
in several parts of the Commonwealth. 
Oil was not discovered im any part of the 
world for many centuries, and we need 
not therefore be too pessimistic concern- 
ing the possibility of discovering supplies 
in payable quantities in Australia. 

Senator Prarren.—Professor David 
seems to have upset South serie ors. 
hopes. 

Senator SENIOR.—Those who have 
condemned the possibility of oil being dis- 
covered in South Australia have based. 
their opinion on superficial investigations. 
_ I can remember when a leading geologist 
_ said that there was not enough silver in 





Broken Hill to make a silver: sD 


‘difficult to locate af see by ie 


towards the consummation of a Pre 
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doubtedly there is a large stretch | 
tory across the southern portion — 
tralia, reaching out towards ~ 
Australia, where the conditions are 
favorable, and :any one who has © : 


a hole in the earth’s surfaée. ss 

Senator pz Largre.—Where’ ‘haves ih 
found oil in limestone country? 

Senator SENIOR.—The notaries 
senator has had considerably more: minir : 
experience than I have ever*had, but L 
desire to remind him, that,’ beneath 7 
strata of. limestone, which he has con: 
demned, oil shale has been discovered, | 


are to do our share in making the C 
monwealth really great, taxation ~ 
have to be imposed in such a manner 
that it will be effective without bein 
oppressive. Let me quote an. instance 
show how carelessly duties are a 


are oxiceiialy useful for many purr pos 
are absolutely prohibitive. If oo 
to do without motor cycles until t 
gines are manufactured in Aus 
maison decades will ct before we 


tured in the Commonwealth, Sacer 
Senator Crawrorp.—Why cannot ‘ 
seu: the motors here? re 


of such engines. 


Senator THomas.—I have seen” wind ng 
engines working at Broken ‘Hill wh 
were manufactured in Victoria, 
surely we can manufacture motors. 


“A 


is a great diterouce between a Maca ig 
engine and an engine for a motor eye 
We should certainly manufacture in A 
tralia all that we can, but we should. 
be blind to obvious facts in any mad 


tionist policy. ‘We-want to move ast 
who know where they are gomg. 
‘purpose should be to insure the de 
ment of Australia as a whole; not ' 




















































tate to 
ever progress satisfactorily under [ree 
rade pure and simple, and it is of vital 
importance that Australia should pro- 
gress. We must be prepared to do with- 
out some things in order to insure the 
true development and prosperity of the 
Commonwealth. We must recognise that 
it is better to direct the energies of the 
people into certain channels, under good 
conditions, rather than impose a heavy 
Tariff . burden: upon certain articles of 
ecommerce which cannot be manufactured 
in this country. As an illustration, ¥ 
may point to the duty on silk. 

ina of mmagination can it be _con- 


‘ey SENIOR. ee oie 
senator is wrong. Silk, as an article of 


BY id 


apparel, cannot by any means be. re- 


_ garded asa luxury in certain parts of 
: Australia. 


yr 


iar motor car was s also wing iatiie as a Hace be 





ie to st vo of mine. I has not 


ate SEN TOR. — My honorable 
id is now judging the community 
needs from his individual experience. As 
means of transit the motor car to-day 
| necessity in our commercial life. 
nd so, for climatic reasons, silk is a 
essary article of apparel in every day 
- I see no possibility of Australia 
_ producing the raw material, and 
efore the duty on silk cannot be re- 


or SENIOR. pa, honorable 
must know that at certain seasons 
ye silk is very jo worn. both 


py. 
the es citia peti some Tao drod 
. ndustry i in another State. Australia can. 


By no’ 


There was’/a time when the: 





ht the raw uated should fie Ss 
allowed. in. free. ee 

Senator THomas.—But if silk is pansy | 
cheaper it will compete with wool, too 


“Senator SENIOR.—Then the honor- 
able senator should advise his Queensland 
friends not to grow cotton, because it also 
will compete with woel. Our aim should) _ 
be to insure the development of Australia ~ 
in all its parts. ‘The war taught us this 
lesson, and we should indeed be dull if’ 
we. failed to profit by it. There may — 
come a time—God grant it may be a long — 
way off—when Australia will need to be 
self-contained.. We should -be able tu 
produce all that is necessary for the sus- 
tenance of our people, and, instead of 
being a large importing nation, we should ~ 
be one of the exporting nations of the 
world, 


Senator DUNCAN (New South Walesyi 
[5.46]—In addressing myself to the 
Bill, I want to say at the outset that 
I agree very largely with the remarks 
made by my honorable friend Ahi. ta 
Drake-Brockman in connexion with an- 
other measure which has to come before 
the Senate. I regret it was not here be- 
fore we entered upon the consideration. — 
of the Tariff. I cannot see the necessity 
for the great haste that is now exhibited | 
by the Government in desiring to get tae 
Tariff through, in view of the fact that. 
it has been in operation for so long and 
that it has given to the Commonwealth 
all the Protection that is needed. The Min- — 
istry might very well have consented to 
postpone the debate on this Bill until the 
other measure had been dealt with. I 
feel in some difficulty because of the — 
situation that has been created. I am 
one of those mentioned by Senator Drake 
Brockman who would not vote for many > 
of the high duties in this Tariff without 
some means. being given to the Govern- © 
ment to control those who, because of the 
extreme measure of Protection given to 
them, will be able to impose their sweet 
will upon the people of Australia in re- 
gard. to the cost of articles produced by 
them. I feel sure that the Government 
intend to do the right thing in giving to. 
the people—I hope through the people’s 
representatives and not as at present sug> _ 
gested—some measure of control over 
manufacturers who will enjoy the benefits — 
of this tar tes Ngee 
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o With all due ut a oe he. ie ot 
Cas during this debate, I do not think 


the issue is Free Trade or Protection at 


all. Whether we like it or not, we can- 
: not have Free Trade. 
senators, as well as one or two members 


Some honorable 


in another place, are ardent Free Traders, 
and believe, apparently, that Free Trade 
will give us everything that we can desire. 
They think, apparently, that if we could 
only abolish Tariffs altogether, the mil- 
_lennium would be at hand. I cannot ac- 
cept. that point of view. There are others 
who believe that Protection, provided it is 
high enough, will give us everything that 


is desired. 


Senator Garprner. titi have had this 


Tariff for fifteen months now, and have 


not got much out of it. 


Senator DUNCAN.—¥F cannot accept 
_that view either. However, this issue 
has been to a large extent decided for us. 
The deliberate and accepted policy of 
Australia is one of Protection, and it 
looks as if it is going to be her perma- 
nent fiscal policy. When they entered 
Federation, the people of New South 
Wales Knew that they would be called 


upon to sacrifice their fiscal principles. 


‘Prior to the establishment of the Com- 
-monwealth that State had a Tariff in 
_ operation which approached as closely to 
_ Free Trade conditions as was possible. 
_ Nevertheless, she maintained a Customs 
Tariff under which a eonsiderable 
amount of revenue was collected. 


‘Senator Txomas.—Chiefly upon spirits 
“and sugar. 


Senator DUNCAN.—There were re- 
venue duties upon a good many other 
articles. I repeat that the people of 
New South Wales knew, when they en- 
tered Federation, that they would have to 


oo ees long-cherished fiscal prin- 


Mis 
j 





strides. 


oy _ There will be no outery from the aed a 


ciples. - But the fact that they then 


2 agreed to sacrifice those principles. has 


‘not made them any the less fervent Free 
Traders. At the same time it must be 
admitted that in New South Wales the 
Wai of Protection has made great 
Under Protection the manufac- 
turing industries of that State progressed 


_ to an extent which was never anticipated. | 
ne + Consequently her people are prepared to 


accept just whatever duties this Parlia- 
ment may think fit to impose upon them. 








stance, however, will not ( oven m 
endeavouring to truly reflect the A i 
my constituents. 


give expression to the pellet viel 
hold. Consequently where I consic 
will be in their best interests that 
should be reduced, my vote will 
for their redaction. Upon the 
hand, where I think it wil. be 
best interests of Australia that 
duties should be imposed to assi: 
haps, in the building up of a key 
try, I shall vote for those higher 
Some of my friends et eee 


is a Sonnnieel Free Trader, a 
his fiscal opinions are not the 


vernment i not to be in fie ‘The 
honorable senator said— iit dl, 


Protection creates unemployment, i 
twelve months of eu Tariff pe : 
















sp aaa is the Tariff. My 
Senator Garprner.—And ay 
cause is the present ere: 


last election campaign Senato Gardin 
pos the members of his party ¢ ae 


not ee Beoteeions but : 
members of the Government, wh. 
sdid, were creating unemploym 
apart from the fiscal. question 









Fienct ‘an ae as the schedule before 


Rennie DUN CAN. ie it be true that 
the Tariff is the chief instrument in the 
creation of unemployment, most of those 
with whom Senator Gardiner is associated 
‘in the Labour party are untrue to the 
‘people they represent, because they are 
_ sincere advocates, not merely of this 
Tarif, but of higher duties than it im- 
- ‘poses. ny 

‘e Recents - ageepee the honor- 


De Hiapsedd it, and they have eRe for even 
x higher duties. 


-~ duties. If Senator Gardiner’s ghennient 
ei, be eh he is so much out of ws with his 


ase he te 
bes denouncing the party to which he 


Another argument used 6 Senator 
_ Gardiner which made me sit up and 
think was that Protection increases 
rices. I agree that it does. To my 


é if he had: to compete with products 
i rom abroad, it is valueless. Protection 
oes give the local manufacturer. the 
power to sell his goods at higher prices 


tha he “aes otherwise get for them. 


0 nind, that is one of the things which » 


is x 
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Roa dton Rosents —I saw tapered car- 
_ bide from Japan being sold for £87 per 
ton. Yet in Tasmania carbide can be 
manufactured for £16 per ton! the tee 
Senator Garprner.—If Senator Duncan 
continues talking as he is doing, he will 
be up against his own party. Relea ae 
Senator DUNCAN.—Not at all. My | 
reply to the interjection of the Vice-Pre~- 
sident of the Executive Council is that if 
carbide was being imported at £87 per 
ton, and a similar ‘article was being locally 
manufactured for £16 per ton, there was 
no need to grant it protection. There are — 
numbers of instances in which, to gain a ~ 
temporary advantage, the price of the - 
local article may be considerably below — 
the price of the imported article. But it — 
it were possible to manufacture a commo- 
dity in Australia at such a price as would 
enable the manufacturer to undersell the — 
imported article without the aid of a 
Tariff, there would be no request for pro- 
tection to be extended to it. The reason 
underlying the imposition of all pro- — 
















































.tective duties 1s a desire to give the local 


manufacturer protection against the ex- 
porter from some other country, without — 
which the latter would undersell him. . 


Senator Varpon.—And to give the local 
manufacturer a larger market, which will 
enable him to produce more cheaply. 


Senator DUNCAN.—The real object of — 
any Tariff is to enable higher prices to be _ 
charged. 


Senator Garpiner—That is a most 
candid statement, and I welcome it. 


Senator DUNCAN —I am very glad _ 
that Senator Gardiner and I agree some-— 
times. 


Senator Russrr1.—How is it that were 4 
cultural machinery is not cheaper in Vic- 
toria than it is in New Zealand? ane, 

Senator DUNCAN.—Yet we find the 
agricultural implement manufacturers of 
the Commonwealth asking for increased 
duties. A man like Mr. H. V. McKay — 
can send thousands of harvesters out of — 
this country each year, and can success- 
fully com pe with the manufacturers a 











RE Russeti.—In Argentine en 
price of agricultural implements is is about — 
three times as much as it 1s here. : 
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- Senator DUNCAN.—The statement of 
the Vice-President of.the Hxecutive Coun- 
cil may be quite true. But L know of 
numbers of instances in which articles of 
Australian. manufacture. are being sold 


much cheaper in other countries than. 


they are being sold to our own consumers. 
IT shall give one instance: where Protec- 
tion does increase prices. © In another 
place additional protection was: given to 
the local producers of picture films, and 
already the price of admission to many 
picture shows has been raised in conse- 
quence. The women and children, who 
chiefly go to picture shows, are already 
paying more because of the increased duty 
that has been levied by this Parliament. 
When that item comes before the Senate 
I shall have something pretty strong to 
say about it. J am what might be called, 
in Senator Gardiner’s words, a discrimi- 
nating Protectionist. TI look on a Tariff 
and each item of it in this way: JI ask 
myself, “‘Is the impesition of the duty 
in the best interests of the great majority 
of the people of Australia, or is it’ not ??’ 
If, itis, I am prepared to vote for'it; but 
if it is not, as in the case of one or two of 
the items I have mentioned, I shall vote 
against it. 


Senator Crawrorp:—Will the honor- 
able senator obtain a guarantee from the 
picture-show men that they will reduce 
their prices of admission if he succeeds in 
lowering the duty on films? 


Senator Rremp.—I have obtained that 
guarantee already. 


Senator DUNCAN.—No doubt Senator 
Reid will satisfy Senator Crawford on that 
point. 

This is a scientific Tariff, and I 
am. what may be called a_ scientific 
Protectionist. One argument used by 
Senator Gardiner against’ the Tariff 
was that Protection establishes a 
master class. In deliver’‘ng a_ slash- 
ing attack on certain well-known mem- 
bers of his own party—particularly Mr. 
Anstey and Mr. Fenton—and_ holding 
eS up to ridicule, he referred to them 

“those lions of the Labour movement, 
on roar to establish a master class in 
order to give employment.’’ What is a 
master class? Evidently there are mem- 
bers of the honorable senator’s own party 
who believe it is a proper thing to estab- 
lish a master class in the community in 


‘ on es sie eee eae es, Pe . a wee 
[SENATE.] 






< 
ath ae 
an i Le 


order that the people may vidal he ee 


ment. He differs so widely on eu ra . 
from certain distinguished members of his ye 
party. that it is his duty to seek to con- q 
vert them, or they should seek to convert 
him. I do not know that it ean be said 
with any degree of honesty that there is 

a master class in this community. There - wes 
is not a man in it who, by the application — : 
of industry, energy, and ability, may peel 3 , 
in a few years, be in the position that “ 
almost any em ployer of labour in Aus= — 
tralia occupies to-day. There is hardly — r 
an employer of labour from one end of , 
the Commonwealth to the other who was 
born into his present position. ‘Recage | 
every one of them has built up his evn! f 
ness by his own industry and energy. 


Senator GaRDINER.—And by the jason 
imposed upon the Australian peeps nase | 
Protective Tariffs. JA 


Senator DUNCAN. _—Perhaps; na wee 
there are men to-day in the Labour moye- 
ment, to which Senator Gardiner belongs, _ 4 
who boast of their wealth. I know some oe i 
of them in Sydney who employ thousands — 
of hands. They belong to the master 
class, which Senator Gardiner holds up as 
anathema. ‘These are the men whom the ©. 
honorable senator seems to regard as beimg 
opposed to the best interests of “Australia, ' 






































Senator GaRDINER.—You are ‘missing — 
the point. I object to the working people 
having to find the money to establish 
them. I do not mind them. a i 
themselves. i ‘ 





thing. Senator Gardiner said that... ie 
Tariff cannot establish an industry, 
believe that: a.Tariff can and does do so. 
In the next. breath. he said. that a Tari 
establishes a. master: class; There cam 
be no master. class unless the indnstry has 
already been established. If there a 
no industries, there are no masters, — 
there are no masters, there are no ind 
tries. We are prepared to accept t 
fact that there are masters and even & 
master class, in order that we may have 
strung from one end of the: Common: 
wealth to the other industries that are 
building up Australia’s greatness; giving 
employment to Australian men and 
women, adding to our wealth, and: mak: 

ing our position im the world secure: 106 
only for ourselves, but for. those. who have 





at sets wp master classes. Even poli- 
ical organizations may set them up. 
nator Gardiner’s own organization has 
up one, and when it cracks the whip, 


‘minor light in his organization. To my 
wn knowledge, the greatest master class 
that we Bars in Australia to-day is the 
It seeks to dominate us 
: ts! ademas of Australia, 

adustrial — organizations, and in almost 
» wrery’ avenue of our daily life. 


de believe many of the comparisons that 
are made between the ies of Free 


hem gin or vice -versd. We see Free 
a countries that are Lana and Pro- 


ist, countries that are poor and mean, 


of the mightiest nations the world has 
er seen. Altogether too much import- 
nce is’ attached to the fiscal considera- 
pes | eet hing. RUSE uae the 


ild up a ae ion’s ceeticed There 
the personality of the people, and the 
erey ahd etl they put into their | 
snista and other factors, 


3, y's to the OS of a 
on Germany and the 
J | States of “America became great 
der: ‘Protection. They might have be- 


. She gina have become great 
er: ‘Protection, or even greater, No 
i say that she seg not. Tt “i 


s nd, we must offer some pecuniary 
! ge, or science will not be applied 
on of hie lpaiahat that arise. 





pis is: oy le a Tarift 


in the 
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‘will be. 


is 


South Wales was Free Trade and Vic- 


Federal Parliament, New South Wales 
‘has not become any less prosperous. 


was held up to the ‘people of New ‘South 


eaiaan jf tae you think ea y, Bi 
a scientific ‘Tariff will give us the secret \ ie tag 
of making dyes? ME tin, a 
Senator DUNCAN.—It. may-'* e roaah: 
scientific Tariff may offer an incentive to = 
somebody to put up the money required 
for scientific research work and investiga-. 
tion, in order that. an industry may ba 
established which is so well protected that 
it offers handsome profits. There were — 
other directions in which Germany led : 
Great Britain, largely because of the im-) 
centive of her Tariff. When war came, 
we found that British scientists and | — 
manufacturers were able in three or four 
years to catch up almost entirely with 
Germany, when they had the incentive to: 
do so. : 











Senator Draxze-Brockman.—And when y 
they were protected. | 


Senator DUNCAN.—Yes. It was not 
due to the superiority of Germany's 
scientific.-men. When the pinch eame, 
the British scientist proved himself just = 
as good as the German in every direction. — 
He always was so, arid I hope he always 
As I have pointed out, many of 
the comparisons that are made are quite = 
idle. To use an old phrase, I might call 
myself a fiscal atheist, because 7 seems i 
to me that it does not matter much. A 
country may be great either because of mi 2 
Protective Tariff or in spite of it. ot ae 
In my opinion, too much importance ~ 

attached to the issue of Free) | 
Trade or Protection as such, without © 
giving proper consideration to the = 
real needs of the community, and the 
real effect of Customs duties upon 
those who have to carry them. Wehave 
an illustration very near home. Before = 
the inauguration of Federation, New 3 
















toria was Protectionist. Both these — 
States were prosperous. In New South 
Wales we used to like to make compari- — 
sons at the expense of Victoria,’and the . 
people of Victoria ‘used to make: all sorts — 
ef comparisons at our expense; but each 
State was prosperous im its own way. 
Since the imposition of Protection by the | 
















Senator Gardiner painted an awful pic- 
ture of what is likely to. happen as the 
result of this Tariff, but the same picture 


ee 
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- sort of Tariff as had been imposed on the 


‘fel a ‘of Victoria for many years was. 


applied to them, their industries would 
. languish, their primary industries would 
‘wither away, and their State would fall 
from the proud position it had attained 
‘by its adherence to Free Trade principles. 
But New South Wales is better off to- 
day than ever she was. She has been able 
to build up industries which she would 
_ never have succeeded in building up with- 
out the Tariff. | 
~ Senator Garprner. 
one of them? 
' Senator DUNCAN vas: I could 
name quite a number of them. ‘The hon- 
orable senator knows them as well as I 





Would you name 


do. 


' Senator Garpiner.—I should like the 

honorable senatcr to name cne that owes 
its existence to this Tariff. 

Senator DUNCAN.—I could name a 

- mumber, and when we reach the schedule 


, of the Bill I shall be able to enlighten 


the honorable senator on the subject. 
New South Wales is prospercus to-day, 


- and she was prosperous before to-day. 


: of Ah, 


‘The fiscal question made no real difference 
to the prosperity of New South Wales. 
‘The harrowing picture the honorable 


senator has drawn as a warning against. 


the adoption of this Tariff need not be 
_ seriously regarded. New South Wales, 
and Australia generally, will prosper be- 
‘cause of a Protectionist Tariff, or in spite 


Senator Txuomas.—<Australia is rich 
enbueh to stand either Proticction ‘er 
ree Trade. 

Senator DUNCAN.—That is so. Every- 
- thing depends on the people of Aus- 
tralia, and not on fiscal issues. 
Senator Pratten.—Why fritter our 
“riches away for the benefit of foreigners? 
Senator DUNCAN.—I believe that it 
te a essential to the establishment of cer- 
_ tain industries that they should be given 
@ measure of protection against unfair 
- competition by outsiders, to ‘whose advan- 
) tage it would be to stifle our infant in- 
i ; Gustries, and crush them out of existence. 
Senator Senior referred tothe oil indus- 
by, and it is pretty shrewdly suspected 
in many quarters in Australia that one of 


tS _ the chief reasons why there is not to-day > 
a well-established industry for the pro- 
alee” duction of oil is that ba is Lacaaiplings that 


ceils in. ae sone ae Me the Blea 
They were told that if the same 

























































able Yrs eer that ee im 
of a, duty on oil would. assist | et 
cover it in Australia, 


aa to a money Freely te: | crus 
oil industry established in, Australia. - 


Senator Pratren.—I She tnot. see vhs 


fear 


Hag ieee so to any, sea 
Senator Garpiner.—The he wy 
senator would imposa@ an unreason mn: 
burden on Australian people in or 
make the establishment of the 1 
here possible. : 
Senator DUNCAN. os: Hanae 
can be shown that to do so wou 
agaynst the best inter ests of the: : 
of our people. 
There are. 
iron .and 
key industries, and for som 
at any rate, we should be - 
to pay more “for steel rails ang 
ducts of these industries manufa 
here than we would have to pay 
portations in order that, in the in 
of Australia’s future defeince, 
secure the establishment of | an 


such | 


industries, © 


industries, 
steel 


said of Pe ANGE 
Senator DUNC 


same of ae ay 


he Lae wou 1 
bE such | 


mndageye Bananas are got esser r 
the future greatness of this coun 
to enable us to reach nationhood. 
is not with bananas that we defen 
selves.» 

Senator CRAWFORD. wt, hav 


Ritoes from aera: 

Senator DUNCAN. ae ne 
that also, and I have heard \ of 
tician whe in nde aoa had | 
himself from eggs. | 





we “cannot expect ‘prosperity 








‘connexion » I 
figures from 
a progress report of the _ recent 
eensus by the Commonwealth Statis- 
In that progress report it is 

pointed out that the population of Syd- 
Bi ney in 1911 was 629,503. We have had 
since then about ten years of a Protec- 
ih tionist Tariff, with all the accompanying 
_ disasters, so graphically described by 
ie Senator Gardiner, and yet during that 
time the population has inereased to 
i; 897, 640 persons, an increase of 42.60 per 


wish to “quote a few 


hae? 
























P Slen tant Perens What 
neil districts ? 


- Senator DUNCAN. — — Unfortunately, 
the population of the rural districts has 
‘not increased in the same proportion. 
The increase in the rural districts was 
only 13.11 per cent., and the increase 
of the provincial population only 24.47 
per cent. I deplore the great increase in 
the population of Sydney whilst the 
_ Yural population of New South Wales 
- has been increasing at so slow a rate. 


_ Senator Rem.—How are we to stop 
that? De 

Senator DUNCAN ome may not be 
able to stop it, but Parliament, in con- 
sidering the imposition of a Tariff, can 
see to it that no more burdens are im- 
: posed on the farming community and 
; primary producers than are absolutely 
essential. We can see to it that those 
who live in cities shall not be given any 
_ benefit under the Tariff at the expense 
. of the primary producers. It is a wrong 
policy, to build up even the agricultural 
‘Implement industry by the imposition of 
‘heavy duties on agricultural implements 
which would force the farming com- 
_ munity to pay more for those implements 
_ than they would be called upon to pay 
if no Tariff duties were imposed. When 


about the 

















‘ as me very fey that agricultural im- 
plements are not costing more than a 
air thing under this Tariff. It would 
Oe bo that the farmers of Australia 





as, Rem.— Are they making 


- fortunes? # 

Senator DUNCAN.—I believe’ they 
are. 

Senator Drake Brockman. ity the 


9 


honorable senator in favour of reducing i 
the duties proposed on agricultural im- — 


plements? 


Senator DUN CAN. pelea F 


retention before J shall 
vote for them. I am 
reduction of duties of 
implements in the interests 
farming community, and I 


am i, Rea 
strongly inclined in that direction. Very ~~ 
good reasons must be given’ for their 
consent to 
out for the 
agricultural 
of the ; i if 
shall 


look to Senator Wilson for assistance In 


this connexion. Before concluding, EF 


would have liked to say something about 


1, 


the timber industry, because J consider it 


very impor tant. 
Senator 


like to know—because we have not 


gathered it from his remarks—whether 


he is a Free Trader or a Protectionist. 


Drake-BrocKMAN,. — Betoer 
the honorable senator concludes we should 


Senator DUNCAN.—I do not wonder — 


at that. , 
Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 8 p.m. 
Senator. DUNCAN.—When we ad- 

journed for dinner Senator Drake-Brock- 

man submitted a question, the answer to 
which is, I believe, exercising the mind 
of the Minister for Repatriation (Sera- 
tor EH. D. Millen). I can, however, as- 


sure Senator Drake-Brockman and the. 
Minister for Repatriation that my atti-— 


tude towards the ,different items in the 


Tariff will be revealed when the schedule — 
The duties imposed — 


is under discussion. 
on some items will have my support, and 
others I shall seek to reduce. 
some, however, on which I am hoping to 
secure support in the direction of in- 
ereases, more particularly in connexion 
with those which affect the iron and steel 
industry. 


The Tariff imposes certain duties upon 
imported timber which are a charge upon 
the building industry of Australia, not- 
withstanding the fact that the present 
costs are exceedingly heavy. Bath 

Senator Baxnar.—lf ‘there is any Wi- 
dustry that requires protection, it is the 
timber industry, because we have the raw ri Px 


material at hand. een 


There are 








ins bananas the representatives ae 


‘ - Queensland become perturbed, and when 


timber is discussed Tasmanian senators 
are immediately up in arms; but the fact 

- -vemains that we are imposing duties upon 
~ timber which are being passed on to the 
-eonsumers, with the result that building 
operations, and all industries in which 
imber is used, are severely handicapped. 


Senator Baxuar.—That applies to 
every duty. | 
Senator DUNCAN.—Of course it 


does, and I am pleased to have that as- 
gurance. I have received information 
concerning the duty imposed on white 
pine timber used in the bee-keeping in- 
_ dustry. Under the existing Tariff a duty 
- of 6s. per 100 feet is placed upon the 
_ timber used in making beehives and hee- 
keepers’ appliances, and it is felt by those 
immediately concerned that the impost 
is unnecessarily adding to their cost 
and interfering with their industry. Re- 
presentations have been made to me by 
the bee-keepers in New South Wales, who 

_ claim that the Queensland hoop pine is 
quite useless for this purpose in certain 
districts, as, in consequence of the vary- 
ing climates in which the work is carried 
on, the timber splits. We have also found 
that the heavy duties imposed upon im- 
ported timber have increased the cost of 
_ @onstructing War Service Homes, and 
that those who are having houses built 
on their own account are being compelled 


© pay much more than would otherwise 


be the case. 
- Senator Sir Tuomas Gristow, —If the 
ice duty is passed on, how much does it re- 
a ‘present | 
as Senator DUNCAN. -—It depends upon 
4 aie size of the cottage. If it is aa £20 
: y en house it is too much. 
Senator Sir Tuomas 
“would not be that much. 


Senator DUNCAN.—I have ‘hee in- 
“formed that it would. 


Senator Rzm.— What quantity of ee 
“ber de bee-keepers use? 

Senator DUNCAN.—Quite a lot, and 
some of them who use it may have a very 
food sting at election time. ‘There are 
other anomalies in the Tariff that will 
- fequire attention, and when the items in 

re ile schedule are ‘under discussion I shall 
3 do 1 By utmost to have per oar ata 








DAusaios DUN CAN ore one men- 


Guascow.—It: 


be carefully considered on t: 





















































honorable sonietnaes a ER 18% 
the Australian consumers rah 


at present. 


Generally, the Tariff ree es) 
approval, I am. not a Protec 
and qi am not a Free Trader. 
one in ie gine of the an 
of pecple in this Steen else in. Wie 


Senator WILSON (South Aust 
[8.7].—When one faces his constit 
the first question he has to ‘answ 
“‘ What is your policy?” I have 
with interest to the various speak 
the last two days, and have come 
conclusion that the only pronounce 
Trader in the Senate is the Leade 
Opposition (Senater Gardiner). ~ 
the elections the Government pror 
introduce a scientific Tariff to as 
development of our secondary in 
and one that would not be a burde en 
the producers of Australia. In list 
very attentively. to the lengthy 
teresting speech delivered by Sena 
diner, I could not help wonderi . 
ha could favour the policy he enunciatec 
whilst he remained an advocate of a Whit 
Australia, because, in countries - 
not very distant, men and’ ‘women 
labouring under. ‘conditions repug: 
the Australian people, and und 
Trade they would be our competit 
all realize the burden which the » 
cast upon us, and our responsibi ities < and 
liabilities must be met by increasing p 
duction, which can only be done un 
a reasonable policy of Protection. 
ing the discussion honorable senat 
been asked whether they are Free Trad 
or Protectionists, and in case some ho 
orable senators may be somewhat : 
tient, I may say, believing as 
Minister (Senator. Russell) stated 
this is a scientific Tariff, that oe 
“ Scientific Tariffist.” I inten to s 
port the Tariff; but at the same 
there are many items which will 













nein of whether the du 





favour ‘the: policy of one ee or ae 
other...) 
_. During the present session frequent. re- 
erence has been made to the taxation 
‘imposed and the action of profiteers. A 
few days ago I was charged with being a 
one Tepresentative of the profiteers. 


_. Senator Garpiner.— The _ honorable 
v ‘senator did not deny it. 
Senator WILSON.—1I did not think it 
ao worth while, because, if the. profiteers 
were looking to me for support they 
- would not receive much encouragement. 
During the last few weeks I was informed 
fs that a wealthy gentleman, who is tem- 
porarily residing in Australia, is taxed in 
Great Britain to the extent of 16s. in 
rite LTS 
Senator E. D. Riis ee. —The honorable 
senator might have informed him that we 
would not charge him as much in Aus- 
ae : 
_ Senator WILSON .—He could not bring 
his capital here, as it is invested in pro- 
perty. 
Senator E. D. Mitizn.—He could dis- 
se of his property and invest his capital 
im Australia. 
_ Senator WILSON .—He is a represen- 
tative of the Home authorities, and, per- 
- haps, that would be impracticable. Aus- 
_— tralia’s success depends largely upon what 
she produces, and our industries must. be 
rotected in such a way that. they will 
adequately assisted. Naturally, when 
o schedule is under consideration dif- 
i ferent opinions will be expressed; but. I 
: not: likely to support. heavy duties on 
s of trade or any articles that are 
ecessary in producing from the soil. The 
‘imary producers. are now asked to pay 
a considerably higher wage than was the 
five or six years ago; but while they 
e getting an adequate return for the 
money paid I do not think they will com- 
_ plain. In addition to high wages, men 
are working shorter hours, and now a 
_ rural workers’ log has been submitted. If 
e rates suggested in that log have to be 
paid it will be the death knell of many 
rimary industries, because they could 
mot possibly carry on. I direct atten- 
tion to the condition: of cur dairymen. 
_ How can we expect that industry to de- 
f velop. under working conditions cf eight 
or nine hours per day? As a matter of 
fact, if a man desires to be successful 
in the dairying imdustry, he must. be 
pared to work fifteen or sixteen hours 










































ing. 


Senator Paxqar, —And pee all tho | 
members of his family as well. | 

Senator WILSON.—That is so A 
man with a family is entitled to the full — 
reward of his labour every time. In ad- 
dition to the shorter hours now worked — 
in the various industries, there is the fur — 
ther handicap that the labour return is 
not so good as it was five or six years — 


ago, and, in addition, the primary pre — . 
ducer is up against the difficulty causesh 
by dearer money. . Very few are working — 


entirely on their own capital. As & > 


general rule, they have to pay 64 pew ‘s 


cent. or 7 per cent. for borowed money, 
as compared with 5 per cent. a few years — 
back: 

Senator Varpon.—We are all in the 
same box. 

Senator WILSON.—No doubt, but the 


honorable senator can pass his increased 


working costs on to somebcdy else, where- 


as the farmer has to sell in the markets — 


of the world, and, in addition to higher 
working costs, shorter hours, and dearer 
money, he is face to face with a declin- 
ing market for his products. 

Senator Drake-Brockman.—And seam 
sons are uncertain. 

Senator WILSON.—In the State fai 
which I come we are fortunate in that 
respect, and can expect a reascnable re 
turn, though occasionally, like other 
parts of Australia, we are subject to 
droughts. 

I agree with other honorable senators 
that we ought to have the Tarifi Board 
Bill before us at the very earliest possible 
moment. 

Semator Pratten.—lIf it is ever comi> — 


Senator WILSON.—We live in hope, — 
at all events. 

Senator PRatTeENn.—No 

Senator WILSON.—If that is ‘he case, 
then we shall know what to do with this 
Tariff. We ought, at least, to have Ea 
Bill before we deal with the Tariff, oe 
that we may give an intelligent vote a av 
the various items. I have “endeavoured. 


to make myself .conversant with working 


conditions in this country, and I know ~ 
that the overhead burdens on industry 
are becoming increasingly heavy as the 


result of action that has been taken by : 


the various unions connected with them. me x 
Senator Rerm.—Are you referring to : 
the four-fifths principle? cua 
Semator WILSON.—I am pleased el i} 


principle has been abolished. It should ne 


AB, 











fi cularly to the boionon in ener boas 
in many industries from forty-eight ta 
- forty-four per week, because the economic 
effect ‘of this reduction upon the indus- 
trial position of Australia is most im- 
portamt. At Cockatoo Island Dockyard, 
for instance, just to mention one indus- 
try, employing, I suppose, about 2,600 
- men, the reduction of hours from forty- 
eight to, forty-four per week means an ab- 
sclute economic waste to the Common- 
wealth of over £70,000 per year. Unless 
we are prepared to work reasonable hours 
in all industries, we can never expect to 
build up our economic position, and meet 
competition from overseas. One of the 
_ biggest contractors in Australia told me 
recently that a few years ago the men 
employed in an industry im which I am 
financially interested ‘shifted, on the 
4, average, 4 tons per day per man for a 
‘wage of 10s. per day, and to-day, for 
lds, per day, they shift only 24 tons per _ 
man per day. 

Senator Garpiner.—Would it surprise 
you to know that, according to Knibbs, 
the production in the factories of the 
cr eeatth to-day is infinitely greater 
per head than it was six years ago? 

Senator WILSON .—It would not sur- 

prise me in the least, because the value 
of products has gone up at least by 60 per 
Neent. in recent years. 

Senator Varpon. — That estimate, 
therefore, is based on inflated figures. 
as Senator WILSON. The honorable 
- senator is quite right. i Genatae Gardiner 

might, repeat this statement about ‘the 
“increased production in our factories to 
people who would take it as they would 
‘ @ sugar-coated pill. Those of us, who, 
Ry - unfortunately, are interested in some of 
these industries, realize that there is a 
_ practoa side to that statement as well. 

‘Senator Garpiner.—Even after’ you 
took part in an investigation into the 
oes conditions of Cockatoo Island 
_ Dockyard, you had no occasion to re- 


port that there was any ‘‘go-slow’ 
peed about the men there. Data 
Senator. WILSON.—In our report 


concerning Cockatoo Island Dockyard we 
stated we had no evidence of the adop- 
tion of the ‘‘ go-slow’’ printiple. — It 
would be very ition indeed, to get 
evidence of that nature, particularly in 
bs connexion with a public concern. I. 
speak of personal knowledge concerning | 
this. deatier, Pil : Pay, that the tahony 



























































Australia. ee aly 
Senator Reiw./ Haye you. 4 
facilities for carrying on the w 
Senator WILSON.—Certainly ; 
that goes by the board, and so if 
tion is worse than it appears to be 


Senator Gardiner spoke about 
growth of our cities, and I say, 1 
tatingly, that the party to whi 
belongs is largely responsible fo 
condition of affairs. Our cities are 
ing, but conditions in the country 
not so satisfactory. In our cities men 4 c 
only eight hours per day, and they 
the pick quick and lively on the | 
of 5 o’clock, whereas in the co it 
man who desires to make ood | gets up 
at 6 o’clock in the morning to fe 
horses, works all day, and at oO 


know that iiss are the racic 
eating the heart out of industry, 
tarding the Bara of Au: 


boys and ane, during the ae 
at Christmas time, for 4s. or Ky 


nie to-day. Boys may be n 
engaged, although it is only boy’s 
The producer is compelled to pay unt 
rates of 12s. 6d. per day, and ctl 
a man comes on to a property he 1s unt 
the union log as to conditions and w 
starting at 8 o’clock in the mornin 
knocking off at 5 o'clock at night. 
year when a storm threatened--to ? 
the currant crop in one of our settl 2 
representations were made to the 
as to the necessity for workin 
time in order to prevent — e 
waste, but the union decide 
no overtime would be worked. — 
such conditions obtain we cannot 
men with capital to risk their 
in these industries. It is our 
assist our primary producers 
fullest extent possible, by means 
‘Tariff, SO. ee we ney. abit c 












f that wealth which has to ery the 
burden of taxation. 


. advantage sae my many friends, truer 

Tam a Free Trader or a Protectionist. 
: ve Instead of doing so, I shall content my- 
self with saying that I intend to deal 
© with: the Tariff in accordance with the 
_ best interests of Australia, I hope that 
_ we shall be able to make the best possible 
- use of one of the finest countries in the 
world, as God intended us to do. 
Senator Garprner. the 
able senator favour a reduction of the 
_ duties upon farming machinery ? 
_ Senator WILSON.—I have 
said that I do. 


_. Senator Garpiner.—I want the honor- 
Oe able senator to say it clearly. 


‘ ‘Senator WILSON. — My one le 
friend is so accustomed to speak in am- 
iguous terms that I quite understand the 
ifficulty which he experiences in appre- 
clating my candid statement that I shall 
assist the primary producers of this coun- 
_ try to obtain their tools of trade at the 
lowest le pha At the same time 





already 




























In New Von 
: i khars is. ny a free Tariff. 

Jae Garpinsr.—No. New Zealand 
a Protectionist country. 


Senator WILSON. — Agricultural 
achinery is admitted into New Zealand 
ee of duty. As a matter of fact, it is 
‘ore eee to oo nanns a harvester 


eee implement making industry in 
the Commonwealth. 
















a. Bs Gioia. —T shall supply the 
M4 honorable senator with Mr. 


le Jury, 1921. q 


“ies and i insure a eG irdduetion s, 


honor- 


It is due to the~ 


Gregory’s — 


































Senator WILSON. —I shall be pleased 
to have them, and I hope that, in the in- 
terests of the primary producer of this 
country, the honorable senator will assist 
me to secure a reduction of many of the — 
duties which have been imposed under 
this Tariff. The farmer, the grazier, and — 
the fruitgrower will be pleased indeed ta — 
know that Senator Gardiner is willing to 
aid me in the matter. It is rather en- 
couraging to find that Queensland has — 
something of which she has reason to be 
proud—I refer to the banana industry. 
Personally J am opposed to placing a ai 
upon a fruit which has become almost a_ 
food for the child life of this country. 
Senator Crawrorp.—What about a 
duty of 3d. per Ib. upon currants? 
Senator WILSON.—It has always been 
my aim to prevent my children from 
eating that sort of fruit. _ But bananas 
are practically a food for children, and 
until the representatives of Queensland 
can satisfy me that that State is able to 
supply Australia with bananas at a 
rhe une li price, I shall not be prepared / 
o protect the industry to the extent 
heh has been asked. Queensland will 
not buy my vote by offering to sell 
eighteen bananas for Is. for the brief | 
period of a month or six weeks. : 
Senator Crawrorp.—A great State like 
Queensland does not do that sort of thing. — 
Senator WILSON.—But the middle 
men who handle its fruit are keen a 
to do it, even if the growers are not. 


Senator Crawrorp.—There are a lot of 
unscrupulous people in the South. 


Senator WILSON.—Yes, in the South — 
of Queensland. Any honorable senator — 
who considers the Tariff items without 
paying due regard to the requirements of 
our people will utterly fail in his duty 
to the Commonwealth. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 48 
Bill read a first time. ? sh 


Seconp READING. 


Senator RUSSELL (‘Wictoria Wiese ae 
President of the Executive Council) — . 
[8.38].—L move— ‘an i 

That this Bill be now read a second time. rf ahs 
As I was under the impression that the 
motion for the frst reading of the Bill 
would be regarded purely as a formal 
matter, I did not seize that opportunity 
to express the views of the Government 
upon it. To-day there is nothing tag | HOR 









one. 

























































© @@eult than to give an ‘gecurate: ‘Sagre: 
sentation by means of figures of the 
- yolume of our trade and commerce. Of 
- eourse, that trade to-day is—and has been 


for some years—abnormal, and until the 


position re-adjusts itself it is quite im- 
possible for one to cover the ground as it 
should be covered. But this Senate, with 
the exception of Senator Gardiner, was 
certainly elected upon the Protectionjst 
_ policy, which was submitted to the people 
of Australia. We were led by a man who 
had pledged himself to Protection, and . 
by a Government which was similarly 
pledged. We have heard some talk about 
a “scientific” Tariff, but that term was 
used by me in a jocular way in reply to 
an interjection by Senator Gardiner.. I 
had to say something when I was asked a 
question by him, and, naturally, IT would 
not admit that I was asscciated with a 
Tariff which was not scientific. J] re- 
peat that this Senate was elected upon a 
Protectionist policy. We were pledged 
to such a policy, and nothing is more 
harmful to politicians than to give 
pledges to the people and afterwards  be- 
tray them. The Government and their 
supporters undertook a collective respon- 
sibility to the electors of this country. 

Senator Duncan.—Surely the Govern- 
ment’s pledge does not commit every hon- 
‘orable senator to any proposal which Min- 
isters may bring forward ! 

Senator RUSSELL.—Certainly not. 
But every supporter of the Government 
and of the programme of the National 
party who does anything to reduce the 
Tariff duties below a good average for 
Australia will be false to his pledge. 
Personally, I gave no pledge to anybody 


at. the last. eckson, nor do I intend to 
Yesterday Sena-. 


| give one in the future. 
_tor Gardiner sought to institute a com- 
- parison between Victoria and New South 

Wales. I defy anybody to say that I 
have ever registered a parochial vote in 
this chamber. Despite the bitter opposi- 
tion of the Victorian newspapers, I voted 
for the survey of the transcontinental 
railway because I believed that the work 


of constructing that line was a national 
Though I have always favored the 


Victorian gauge of 5 ft. 3 in., in order 
‘that Australia might not be held back on. 
account of my parochial leanings I sup- 
ported the adoption of the 4-ft. aitieaah 


Pe, | gauge. 
12 E, dev ‘not’ desire” to initiate a debate 







‘aren nett ere hi le raien ihc 


bodied: ‘to be an ‘Aust 


area. 





tor Gardiner has institute a 1p 
between Victoria and New outh N's 
‘All I have to say in that conn ion 
that, if Victoria possessed the territory t 
which some persons say she is tled 
she would be able to show a bette: 
than can New South Wales over : 
Although New South Wal 
of the richest States of the & 
wealth, Victoria, with her much 
area, is to-day the most thickly pop: 
State of the sroup. New South 
has not made anything like the 
that she ought to have made. She 
possess a population of millions i ce 
of the population of Victoria. Whe: 
consider its area I am proud of Victoria. 
It is a wonderful State. But it does n ot 
possess the coal which is necessa 
its development. Senator Gardines 
of our cities and of the. . 
The honorable senator said tha 


money spent on the thtralta baa c 


primary industries, the 
would be producing nition’ -more 
than it is doing. Where is the 
contradiction in our having both 
and secondary industries? We 
want to cut the throat of one beeau: 
desire to build up the other, __ 


Senator Garptner.—That is w 
tection does. It iain the deine 


eu grower. I hae watched 4 gr 
transition take place in this eount: 
When I was a boy I used to see seore 
of men working on a harvest field. 17 
day a whole area of land is ploug 
and you ear eery. see a man workin | 


giving his Kiddies: a. ride : oni 


(haa 


Sade in qatar ete piedir. w 
some cases, Liste the phy. prion 




































‘can on the ag path The saan 


able és ret wiih phenibor aad niet 
vaigen under modern conditions. In 
_ the old oe the men were not in estab- 


Marist s in Sydney, a were out farm=" 
ing or in some corresponding occupation. 


ve In ‘the early days of the war I was 
for two years in charge of price-fixing, 
d was astonished at some of the 
ings “that - came under my notice. 
his is a country rich in tin, but our 
eat-can’ ers and fruit-packers lost mil- 

s of pounds during the war because 
‘could not get tin plates under £5, 
‘or £7 per box. In pre-war times I 
j Pee plates brought from Wales, prac- 
lly as ballast, for from 11s. to 12s. 
p bos These would be 20 by 14 tin 
going about 100 to the box. 
Thy ‘cannot we produce tin plates here? 
hey are not made in black-labour coun- 
es, but are turned out by Britishers 
se ourselves, but because we had no 
etories here we could not take advantage 
the markets of the world that were 
en to us. Are we going to be caught 
at way again? There are markets 


- that a country like this which pro- 
es some of the finest tin in the world 
cannot make tin plates. I do not believe 
re is anything in the manufacturing 
which Australia cannot produce. 


skers” Brothers, one of the greatest 
‘ineering firms in the world, built the 
ectrical station which is used to run our 
torian electric railway system. They 
| ait was the ieee Re easiest, and Dae 


oy a gain to Aiicheabeae Scaned, 
ho are as skilled, intelligent, and effi- 
as the men of any other country, if 
more so. So far we have not produced 
ical appliances, but great strides 
been made in that direction by the 
roken Hill Proprietary Company, which 
producing steel. I believe that in the 
seus that company will assist 
3 industries in the 
“stool Mini to ca an 


| proud es 


are given an opportunity to Gua tech- 


fica 4 cm bikes su a alla: 


ting for us to-day, and it is idle to_ 
io the world, which was worked from the 


ave the raw material and the labour. 


Because of the disorganization, of ‘trade 





ae. When Whaiia a 


nical education and proper training, I 


am sure they will not only equal, but will — 


excel, most of the races of the ‘world, . 
just as they excel them in field soitade iy? 
Next year, I believe we shall produce — 
enough galvanized iron in Australia to 
supply our requirements. A few years © 
ago we had immense quantities of wheat 
stored here, and had to cope with the mice 
plague and the weevil. We had to use _ 
iron to protect the wheat. Before the 
war that iron cost from £16 to £18 per — 
ton, but during” the whole of the war / 
period the cheapest iron we imported was _ 
£55 a ton. That came from America, 
We could not get any from Great Brie 
tain at all. Think of the hundreds of © 
thousands of pounds which had to be 
spent in the endeavour to protect our pro- 
duce with imported iron, because we did 
not produce it here before the war. Dur- 
ing the war the women of Australia com- 
plained that, although Australia was the 
land of wool, they could not obtain knit- 
ting wool to make socks for the soldiers. 

I was asked by the Government to try to. 


organize this business so that knitting — 


wool could be made available, and I set. 
out round Australia to see what I could” 
do. I went, among other places, to 
Botany Bay, and saw there acres of sheds, 
full of the most beautiful wool produced 


fleece right up through about fifty-four 
different processes. J asked why some of © 
this could not be turned into knitting 
wool for the ladies to use, but I found 
that we had no yarn- -making machinery 
in Australia, outside of the machines pos- 


sessed by those who used them as part. of 


their complete plant. When the Anzacs 
wanted to make hand-made tweed, a big 
fuss was made, and we, as a Government, 
were accused of being against them. 
I found that it would be necessary to stop — 
four-fifths of the machinery in our planes. 
at Geelong to make yarn for three shifts, 
and that te turn out that yarn would hag 


meant dismissing more people and holding 
up more machinery than the production — 
of the yarn would give employment to. 
All the factories had to keep their ma- 
chinery running in unison, including their 
yarn machinery, to make their own re- 
quirements for the manufacture of tweed 
Therefore, in spite of the fact that we p 
duced so much wool, we could not get yarn. 
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from Ger many before the war. 
age of it during the war caused all our 


where down towards Cape Leeuwin, 
_ the latest reports from our experts are 
most favorable, although we had really 
_ pessimistic reports as to the quality of our 
- product two or three years ago. 
_ things mean big developments in Aus- 
tralia, which is a vast country with illimit- 
able possibilities, only awaiting exploita- 


_ over £100, 000 worth of Bee sla Pee 


our textile ‘trades was lying on the wharfs 


2 in England, and we had no freight to 
_ bring it here. 


Every country should make 
sure that it has the necessary machinery 
to carry on its textile industries. I have 
shown the position in which Australia—a 
land of wool—found herself during the 
war, but I hope we shall never! be in that 
position again. Wei were asleep then, but 
we should have got over the difficulty if 
we had awakened in time. The principal 
glass bottle maker in Australia asked me, 
one day, in Collins-street, what the Go- 
vernment were going to* do about getting 
supplies of soda ash, which he told me 
was the principal ingredient. in the mak- 
ing of glass bottles. “It went up to about 
£27 per ton, and very often could not be 
got at all. Most of our supplies came 
The short- 


pickle bottles ey beer bottles to go up 
in price. If the Government had not 
taken steps to bats it, the bottle-mak- 
ing industry would have been closed up 
throughout Australia. The ordinary to- 
mato-sauce bottle went up to something 
over ld. each. This was because we had 
not developed the manufacture of the 


necessary requirements for the industry 


in Australia; but to-day we have a definite 
promise from Bruno Monier, one of the 
biggest firms in the world, to undertake 


the manufacture of soda ash, probably in ~ 
- Western Australia. 
- mnade arrangements to spend some hun- 
dreds of thousands of pounds in establish- 
ing that industry, 
ene. - 


They have practically 


which is a _ basic 
We have great prospects of 
developing our deposits of bauxite, which 


is a base required for the making of, 
aluminium. We have had more recent 
tests made which show that Australian 
- bauxite is equal to the world’s best. 


The 
Board of Trade has done very good work 


Vian extending our knowledge in this mat- 


ter. I believe the mineral is found some- 


These 


tion by the hands of man. Our wool 


kee possibilities alone are boundless, and I 
bi / Sannot understand why we should be ex- 
Pf oxdatas wool 3 in the Brea vance we Phang 


-tralians. 


but for 


and 


































































here 1 men pis are quite 
ing it up into every form need 
When we have the 
machinery, there is no reason ! 
should not work our wool, not. bhi 

one or two stages, but.through e 
ee pears To- on we a 


Sea 
cial 3 oe 


in that Gee than other coun: 
that regard. We have ‘Bane Rants 
time .of trial 
other nations, 
soe ite normal, 


We have led the world in the Pp 
have still managed to a with © 
We 
in the 


in any other country. | 
be able to do so 


When we obtained pabradael iro 
at £55 per ton, we thought w 
Regs Sean it was then being sol 


to £Ad a ton purine the war Per 


at from day to day that we ¢ 
get copper wire. The works at 
Kembla have been organized, a 
day are turning out wire of al 
quite sufficient to meet our futi 
quirements, not only for tele 

other purposes. j 


‘The building up of some of im 
tries in the war time was not at 


then afforded to them by the e ct tis 
nary high rates of freights, runni i 
to £15 per ton. I can give: 
senators a story of the voyage 


earned a freight for 
aging £100 per ton. I ae oer 
a vessel called the Yankadilla f or 

ton per month. She left here 
cargo of wheat for England, whe er 
got a cargo of coal for Port Sai 
per ton. “The coal pintkes was | 












eo 
ald ad up Sith coal from Ceylon, we 


_here from Ceylon, because there was a 
: | ptrike | on and it would be. declared 
“black” and we could not get it un- 
| ie ~ Yoaded. The agents of the vessel then 

- picked up a load of jute goods at Cal- 
_ eutta for San Francisco. She got a load 
from San Francisco to Vancouver, and 
loaded up at Vancouver with a cargo of 
newsprint paper for Melbourne. For 
the round trip that vessel earned freight 















a thing was common in those days, because 
of the extreme Bpuraee of shipping. We 


built ships at hibh prices, but everything 
was then at high prices. We should have 
poked after these things in normal ine, 
‘our disposal during the war period in 
Australia we might have wiped out our 


war debt with their earnings. 


What is wrong with the Australian 


ee is He 1 is as good as the engineer 


















There is 
hie. ‘wrong with it. “What is wrong 
; vith the iron ore taken from the Iron 
lt is as fine as any to be found 


nat hee the work done by the Broken Hill 
i a. in “ telahided that ore into the 
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yuild se with the finished article. It 
s only been Australia’s indifference and 
foolish prejudice of Australians for im- 
manufactures that has prevented us 
undertaking, the establishment of a great 
nany industries long before we did. 
ie! va prejudice a reel lata goods 


¢ industries and the 


onic of these are but eonll but 
ein A cducte are essential. We had a 


the ‘carbide used in this country from 


replied that it was no use bringing coal 


The purpose of. Ay Tariff is the de- 


ertain valuable experience in connexion 


way, but pears the Maas lost 


Bill. 





her chan and could not continue to ex- _ 


port it. There was then only one place, 
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and that was Japan, from which carbide — 
could be obtained, and the price went up 
to from £75 to £80. Then a plucky Aus- — 
tralian company set out to secure the © 
machinery requisite for the manufacture — 


of carbide in Tasmania, 
the zine works there. 
electrodes necessary for the manufacture, 


associated with — 
They imported — 


but when they came here it was found 


that they were composed of bad material, 
and were a failure. 


mania. ‘They succeeded, and are turning 
out carbide at £30 per ton. We have 


The company then 
set to work to make electrodes in Tas- | 


heard much talk about profiteering, and — . 


as soon as this was known the profiteers 


started competition with the object of — 


crushing out of existence the Tasmanian 
carbide industry. That industry will be 
crushed “out of existence, too, unless the 
people of Australia are prepared to assist 
those who came to their rescue during 
the war. 

After the Armistice the price of gal- 
vanized iron dropped from £65 per ton 


> 


to £22 12s. 6d. per ton for sales three 


months ahead. For some time normal 
industrial conditions were not revived in 
England. As one who was associated 
with the Department controlling the 


chartering of shipping, I was aware of 
eccasions during the war when it was im- — 


possible for us to get a single boat for 
six months. If, in Australia, 
been dependent entirely upon our own 


we had. 


energies, we should, for some time, have 


been practically without the service of 
any shipping. We could not have se- 
cured a vessel by private chartering, and 
our wheat, meat, jams, and fruit would 
have been left to rot in Australia, had it 
not been for the fact that the Imperial 


Government took control of shipping and 


gave us the use of some of the tonnage 
they acquired. In this) connexion I may 


cised the action of the British Govern- 


ment during the war could have no know- 3 


ledge of the assistance they afforded us 


in our time of crisis. 


say that those persons who adversely criti- Ne 


Honorable senators will have observed 


that the principle of preference to Great 
‘Britain has been retained in this Tariff, 
Great Britain 


and is widely extended. 


desires that her Dominions shall develop, 


and I am sure we desire that Great Britain — ; oy 
shall regain her prestige in the northern — 
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‘ ox 
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; an No one can questicn the quality 
of her manufactures, or the engineering 
skill of her people. If it is necessary 


for us to import articles from outside 


Australia, it is our desire that preference 
shall be extended, to the 
After giving fair protection to Australian 
manufacturers, we give preference to the 
manufacturers of Great Britain as against 
those of foreign, and, it may be, enemy 
countries. JI hope that honorable sena- 
tors will exhibit a generous spirit in dis- 
* cussing the schedule, and will preserve 
the preferences which the Government 
propose to extend to Great Britain. I 
hope that there will be a further extem- 
sion of trade between the various Do- 
minions of the Empire. 

There is provision made in this Tariff 
for certain deferred duties. I, person- 
ally, do not like the principle of deferred 
duties, but men possessing great capital 
have said to us, “‘ We are under heavy 
taxation in Great Britain owing to the 
war. We are thinking of opening a, 
*hranch of our business in Australia,- Will 
you help us?’’ There is no suggestion 
_of a corrupt bargain, but men willing to 
invest their capital in industries in Aus- 
tralia have some right to know what con- 
ditions are likely to prevail here. Most 
of these offers have been inquired into 
by the Board of Trade, who, from time 
to time, have made recommendations te 
the Cabinet in regard to them. I am 
very glad. to be in a position to say that 
since the signing of the Armistice capital 
to the extent. of over £100,000,000 has 
been invested in industries and in the 
extension of industries in Australia. We 
are under an: obligation to those who have 
invested this money to- assist production 
here to see that they shall not lose it. 
At the same time, I believe that they 
should not be permitted to exploit Aus- 


“ya bia. 


Senator Varpon.—How many indus- 
tries are represented by the £1:00,000,000 
mentioned ? 

Senator RUSSELL.—I shall be able 
to give that information when we get into 
Committee. No country progresses which 
has to depend entirely upon the produc- 
tion of raw materials. We want to see 
all kinds of secondary industries estab- 
lished in Australia. Our people are quite 
as capable of turning our raw materials 
into finished articles of manufacture as 

are the people of any other country. It 
4s admitted that in Roos matter sf Ken ote 





(semare]) 


Motherland. 



































HE ERA) ‘Ausueslinna) can 
own with any people. This ha 
proved in cricket, im golf, and 1 
form of athletic sports, and ‘it mig 


climate and the ante peat and 
quality of the food available to our 
dren, we are. developing almost a Dh 
race in this country. - foe 
people say « Give) ae 

the sotinien has tried Eee T. 


Some 
‘eae a 


Ga with: an, addianel aa. mist 
to balance rates of exchange. The 
donment of Free Trade by. Great Brit 
is an admission that the principl is” 
wrong. All countries should he se 


duction of the raw materials of ess 
industries. No country in the wor. 
finer iron deposits than are to be 
in Australia. Why should they t ; 
a lie idle when we have the men here 1 


tralia... It. was neds. gil that, we 
not. make engines for ships. Today, 
Walkers Limited, Maryborough, 
land;, at Thompson’ Sy, Castlemaix ee 
at. Cockatoo Island, we are turni t 
engines for 12,000-tom boats of 33,00 0 
tons displacement. This proves 1 ao 
given’ the opportunity, the Aust 
artisan is the equal of any in the i 


We have a great variety of va 
timbers in Australia, and if Austra. 
are not good bushmen, then ther 
none in the world. In spite of this, 
vessels arrived here only recently, 
which carried 5,000,000 feet of — 
She dropped 1 500 000, and bro 
3,500,000 to Melbourne. Another ve 
brought a very big cargo, and this timbe: 
of which there was very little coming t 
Australia during the war because of the 
absence of shipping, is now bess bey 


here. 


ROP for War Sureion | ‘Homes 
for £3 per bOQ, ed as it was bet 
war, act hi’ 
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being dumped here in advance 




























vg sale. “ 
4 Senator Pratren.—The price of oregon 
‘in Sydney to-day is £2 per 100 feet. 
- Senator RUSSELL.—There may be 
"some attempt to exploit the local. con- 
“sumer. I remind honorable senators that 
i because: of our constitutional limitations 
such exploitation cannot be prevented by 
ges Parliament, but it can be prevented 
by the Parliaments of the States if they 
Pecks) the matter in hand. We cannot 
control American or Norwegian Com- 
bines, but we can exercise some super- 
‘ vision over the disposal of the material 
the moment it lands in Australia. There 
has been some exploitation in Australia 
in connexion with timber. 
‘Senator Kearinc.—By 





the importers ? 
Senator RUSSELL. eee and there 
has been a good deal of it done in the 
irection of increasing the prices of Aus- 
tralian timber to that of the imported. 


Australian mill- 


Senator RUSSELL.—Perhaps _ not; 
but there have been increases in prices 
in sympathy with those ruling for im- 
} Of course, there has 
‘been an increase in wages, and _ the 
workers in the timber industry during 
the war period were operating under 
very favorable conditions. 

enator GaRDINER.—We have no tim- 
in Australia equal to oregon for build- 
purposes. 

Senator RUSSELL.—Perhaps not. I 
ve a residence constructed solely of 






Oi ee every way, and if other builders would 
e only the Australian product there 
rae i no occasion ‘to use imported 


asi 








Be Snag of our 
are better than 


Senator RUSSELL.—Apart from the 
nt ttings, houses can be constructed of 
| ‘Australian timbers, because Tasmanian 
1ardwood and Western Australian jarrah 
quite as serviceable as any that can 
"finported. During the war period 


r USSELL.—The fact is that 








- Australian manufacturers had the bese). 


fit of a natural protection in consequence 
of the absence of shipping and the race 
freights which were ruling. Many of 
those engaged in local industries have — 
thus been able to extend their nani 
and it is now our endeavour to help to 
maintain them on a sound basis. 


I am suspicious of price-fixing by. 
Trusts and Combines, because any at 
tempt in that direction is infinitely worse 
than similar action on the part of any 
Government. If two or three manufac- 
turers or importers get together in the 


‘absence. of competition, they are likely to - 


fix prices to the detriment of consumers. 
The more manufacturers there are the 


_ greater the competition, and the less risk 


there is of exploitation in that direction. 

Senator Krarinc.—Sometimes they 
agree not to compete. 

Senator RUSSELL.—If two or three 
manufacturers engaged in the same busi- 
ness decide to confer with the idea of - 
fixing prices, the consumers must suffer. 
An illustration of the way in which we 
are in the hands of foreign Combines is 
to be found in the price which is charged 
for petrol. For a considerable time, ex- 
cessive rates have been ruling in the Com- 
monwealth, and although prices have 
been reduced by about 2s. per case, it is 
still considerably dearer than it is in 
the country of origin. One company, 
which obtains supplies from Sumatra at 
a low price invoices its product here to a 
“pup ” company on the New York prices, 

During recent years we have been 
very generous in paying millions to 
other countries for articles which could 
be manufactured in Australia. It has 
been said during the discussion on the 
Tariff that the primary producers will 
have to pay more for the articles which 
they require, but in New Zealand, which 
is practically a Free Trade country, or — 


one that imposes a revenue Tariff, the ne 


implements which the primary producers 
use are imported free, but they are more 
expensive there than in Australia owing 
to the absence of local competition, = 

Senator THomas.—Why ‘do they apt if 
purchase the goods we produce? : 

Senator RUSSELL.—They do, and a 


the honorable senator desires informe tion: ie 


in regard to prices I shall be pleased ta y 
supply it when the schedule is under ‘ 
consideration. Agricultural pense’ é 
manufactured in Australia are now used 














a the \Gacimenireaten ond that asi 
, material ab. OORt aie 


industry would not have yeached its. pre- 
sent state of efficiency and security if it — 


4 had not been for the protection it has 


iat 





| the 
duties, the prices of agricultural imple- 


word in Tariffs, 


In 
no 


‘received under a reasonable Tariff. 
Argentine, where there are 


ments are in excess of those ruling for 
similar machines in Australia, because 
the primary producers in that country 
have to depend solely upon importations. 
During the nineteen years that New South 
Wales has been working under a Protec- 
tive policy, 
veloped her territory to a greater extent 


than she has ever done before, 


Senator THomas.—There has been a 
general advance everywhere, ~ 


Senator RUSSELL.—Certainly, but 


~ New South Wales has made greater pro- 


gress under the conditions I have men- 
tioned. If Victoria possessed the coal 
resources of New South Wales even 
greater progress would have been made. 


Senator Tuomas.—What has coal to do 
with it? 

Senator RUSSELL. — Great Britain 
has lost her export trade in coal, and her 
industries have been severely handicapped 
because of the price which is at present 
yea Australia has been able to sell 
eoal to Norway at 24s. per. ton pn euer 
than Great Britain can sell it. : 


I have not dealt in detail ‘with the 
schedule, becausé the items can be fully 
debated when we are in Committee. I 
have, however, endeavoured to justify the 
policy of the Government in submitting 
high duties, which have been made a little 


L achae in some eases than would other-~- 


wise have been the case, in an endeavour 
to give reasonable preference to Great 
_ Britain. We cannot deal with the opera- 
tions of the Steel Trust and other such 
Combines, but if industries are estab- 
lished in the-Commonwealth for the pro- 
_ duction of those things which we require, 


we shall have power to prevent exploita- 


tion. I believe the Tariff is a scientific 
one, and although it may not be the last 
it will be the means. of 
_ protecting existing industries and en- 
-couraging others to become established. 


We have been hewers of wood and draw- 


ers of water for other countries too 
long. We have lost millions of pounds 


i sterling because we have been lacking in 
_ enterprise in establishing industries, but 
i niet time has Lena baie hi a have 


Commonwealth. 


she has progressed and de- 
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"therefore have every ere yy of fi 
developing the country, 
Senator GARDINER. —You 
that for fifty years. ioe 
Senator RUSSELL, — ries ia 
done better than any other State in 
We have a larg popt 
lation per square mile, and we 
borrowed less money than New 
Wales. The Victorian taxpaye 
paying about one-third of what t 
South Wales taxpayers are contri 
We have a population of 17 
mile, and that cannot be said of 
South Wales. If we had a porti 
the Riverina down to the Murrumb 
Victoria would show even more: st: 
figures. I commend the Tariff : 
Senate, and ask honorable sena: ‘\ 
give the schedule full and careful ¢ 
sideration in the interests of “Austr 
and its opie ja I ask honorable 


of the Australian nation. 
I shall have no cause for contin 

Debate (on motion by Senator ite 
adjourned. aha 


ADJO URNMENT. 


eee DEPARTMENT: Expenp 
TELEPHONE INSTRUMENTS. 


Senatoz. THOMAS (New South Wal 
ee oth ence bse leas 


Government did not padi ys 
instruments that were available 7 


stated ‘tae Patol all Se) mol 
Linea We been i ae 


departmental requirements. The Mi 
ter seemed to question my ‘statement. 


have looked pes Hansard, and J ae 5 


to the Treasury. 
a programme for the expenditare ob 
on works. 


We were then dealing dette hee ex 
of Sonam rates, which the lie ert 
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Adjournment. den aiotee Bh lk 










































roposed Peace bs to! od. per Necker: and 
I was contending that 1d. was sufficient 
to cover the cost of that service. The 
Minister’ stated it was necessary to have 
the money in order to make up a good 
_ deal of the leeway caused by the war. 
_ When Senator Russell made that state- 
ment I asked him if he meant that the 
va Department would be able to expend that 
_ amount within the next year, and he re- 
se Bey, 8: une: Hansard report 
eet: UGenaton ‘THOMAS.—I am ateg ggered by the 
TeiaLenioat and 1 have had a little experience 
of the Department. Does the Minister say 
_ that, notkwithstanding the difficulty of getting 
material and labour, the Department expects 
to spend the bulk ‘of £3,000,000 within the 
: mae stated ? 

_ Senator Russeiy.—We heliews we can. 
~ Senator THOMAS.—'To him that believeth 
all things are possible. I must gay that the 
Minister has great faith. 


hance of getting in early with our orders for 
aterial. You know the Post Office ‘‘ moves’ 
nowadays. 

‘Senator THOMAS.—I am glad to hear it, 
but I have never been one to run down the 
Department. 

_ Senator Russsiri.—If you can show me 
_ where I. said we intended to spend 
- £3,000,000 in connexion with the Postal 
Department, I shall be surprised. 


Senator THOMAS :.—iIn the debate on 
e Post/and Telegraph Rates Bill last 
ei Ratt Minister mine the danaite 


i oe. Ee rorease ‘the postal rate to 
2d., the argument was that it was neces- 
ry to get the money from somewhere. 
aT Pee ooood the ee T am 


af ease RUSSELL Oe tor vias 
President | of the Executive Council) 
9.36].—Last night I thought I made an 
ample apology in connexion with this mat- 
ter. I admitted that if I had used the 
vords referred to I must have made a 
big slip. J may point out, however, that 
the Senate had just dealt with a Loan 
Bill, and when reference was made to 
the work that was. going to be done 
os WR had in mind the Works Loan 
‘Bill, in which 
for a works 
diture of £3,000,000. 


there was _ provision 
programme — pug an 


- When an 


Senator KUSSELL.—We must not miss any — 





said that the Post Office was “‘ moving ” 1 


intended no refiection upon earlier ade 


‘ministration of the Department. “I simply — 


meant that the difficulties in the matter 
of procuring telephone instruments and — 
other material were being overcome, aide 
that the Post Office authorities were move us , 
ing as fast as possible in order to pick - 
up the leeway. If I made a slip on that 
occasion I regret it, but I have never yet — 
been accused of misleading any honorable 
senator. : ’ 4 
Senator TuoMas.—I should be »SOrTy, 
indeed, if you thought I ha i that in 
mind. . | 
@uestion resolved in the affirmative. 
Senate adjourned at ¥.4U p.m. 


House of Representatives. an 


Thursday, 14 July, 1921. 


ne ee ee. 


Mr. Depury SpraKer - (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter) took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and 
read prayers. 


NEW ZEAMAND AND FIJI 
Recrprocat Customs ARRANGEMENTS. 


Mr. HAY.—Has the Minister for 
Trade and Customs taken into considerax 
tion the establishment of reciprocal Cus- 
toms arrangements between the Common- 
wealth and the Dominion of New Lea 
land ? 


Mr. Gregory.—What about Fiji? 
Mr. HAY.—I thank the honorable 
member—and Fiji, so that the best fcel- 


ings may be engendered between Aus- 
tralia and those countries whose nee 
in the Pacifie are identical? 


Mr. GREENE.—The matter has not. 
been lost sight of, and within. the last 
day or two a letter was sent to the Act 
ing Prime Minister of New Zealand, saye 
ing that the Government were prepared — 
to enter into negotiations with the Do-» 
minion for the souiprocal treatment of — 
goods passing between New Zealand and ~ 
Australia. We shall be glad to treat 
the Dominion most sympathetically, but, 
until the Tariff Bill has been passed by 
ihe Senate, we cannot do Bary Ui fur e 
ther. oa 








Ay 


‘e@ertain phe aae 


fy 
4 
‘ ~ 


"Postal PACILITIBS BALMAIN: 
EAST. , 


Mr. MAHONY. ~Bighteon months: iy 


“two years ago, the Postmaster-General 
~ promised decent postal facilities for Bal- 
main East. Is he going to carry out that 
 -promise ? 

Mr. WiSE.—All these matters. are 
mow under consideration in connexion 


with the Estimates for the year. 


POSTAL EMPLOYEES. 
Dismissau oF Ex-Soupiers. 


Mr. MAKIN.—I received this morn- 
ing the following communication from 
the Postmaster-General’s Department :— 


With reference to your inquiry of the 
Deputy Postmaster-General, Adelaide, whether 
soldiers, whose services as 
temporary employees have recently been dis- 
pensed with, could be re- employed, I beg to 
taform “you, with regret, that it is impossible 
fo find fresh employment for those men until 
advances by the Treasurer, on account of works 


in this financial year, are arranged. 


Can the Treasurer give me any indica- 
tion when money will be available for 
the employment of these men? — 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—To the best of 
my belief, funds are now available for 
the Post Office, that Department, like 
‘the others, having had its usual monthly 
supply. I shall see if there is any fur- 
es dificulty, but at ery I know of 
mone. 

Mr. MAKIN.—In view of the answer 
which has been given me by the Treasurer 
| gencerning the ample means available 

to the Postmaster-General’s Department, 
wl the Postmaster-General endeavour to 
gee that those returned soldiers who have 
been temporarily placed out of employ- 


ment in Adelaide are immediately put 


_ back to their jobs upon the nodersrcund 
"telephone construction ? 

Mr. WISE.—I shall be glad if the hon- 
Secale member will give me particulars of 
the employment in which these returned 
_ men were engaged prior to being put off. 


| Thereafter, it will be my task to see Dobe | 


can be done. 


PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE. 

5 BRISBANE Anzac MEMORIAL. 
Mr. 

i ee of the Public Works Committee 


@n the acquisition of land for the pro- 
posed Anzac pe: Square at Paste 


. law 


hs was asking for fiver pan 


or does it apply to all accounts, inel 


the Commonwealth — Treasury. 


GREGORY Isid on the table the. 


. iho advances e pe State i i 





















































that the New South Wales ‘Treas 
asking for further funds for soldier 
tlement? If funds are rene asked 
will they be made available? = 

Mr. RODGERS.—I read in yest 
eh s Age the statement of the N 


the State ane NLRs: £248, 15 


ment. Vouchers for accounts for 
amount have, certainly, not reached 
Department, nor have they reached 
Commonwealth Treasury, and mone 
not repayable until certified | ac 
have been sent to us. | 


Mr. Ryan. Tay ae cortifies | 


bortifed by. the Auditor- Caner 
ee, for Lands of New Sout 


the coming year, and that requ: Bo 
ceiving” the earnest consideratio 
Minister for Repatriation and tk 
surer, and will be dealt with as q 
as possible. But there was not ‘ 
paid account for recoupment _ 
Commonwealth Treasury, or in t 
partment of bi Sattied ors on t 

June last. y 


Mr. BELL.—Is the last pe, Aye 
fined to accounts from New South 


ing those from Tasmania? 


Mr. RODGERS.—On the 30th 
last no certified account from any S 
including Tasmania, remained un 


amount involved in the settlement — 
accounts between the Commonwealth 

the State of New South Wales 
dispute, though the mode of payme 
in dispute. Not only have recoupme 
been made by the Commonwealth as « 
tified accounts have been presented i 
the State, but during the last year su 
stantial advances were mad 
States. In the coming year the 
no doubt, will again adopt th 

















to OT rane, at the (ghee! Con- 
I believe, was that when he had 





























oe arrangement, neither has 
; Iti is much ° easier re him to 


vol " MAHONY. ie the Hinister 
Piss and Railways intend to take 
: ort to refer to the Se Works 


: awa meet but the Govern- 
ent expect very soon a full report, from 
Federal Capital Board upon the 

e matter. This, I trust, will be re- 
a ae ae House ad journs. 


L joe aliens, have Cn deprived 
feir pensions. They are now some years 
| than when this means of sustenance 
aken aney, and their cases are really 

| Since there are not very 
y persons concerned, f ask the Trea- 








ne J OSEPH COOK ay shall ene at 
> for a memorandum to which the 
abinet has agreed. I think the honor- 
e member will find, that jthe cases for 
‘ ha is dine) nar Ker ee ee 


i: hike not oe aay made. 
f Nostocduy that I would lay the paper on 


" Sue ee vane eA anes rea, s o 





I gave a promise 


the table, but I overlooked it, and. Mi 
send for the sa ee at once. 





OCE AN FREIGHTS, 


Mr. JOWETT.—With respect to exces 
sive rates for ocean freights, has the Act 
ine Prime Minister seen a 3 
which was published in yesterday’s press 
to the effect that a conference had been 
called by the Prime Minister of New 
Zealand, consisting of .ship-owners, ré- 
presentatives of producers, and other 












parties? Has the Acting Prime Minis- 
ter. any information concerning what 
action, if any, has been taken by the 


Commonwealth Government, 
in the same direction ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have sent thes 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) ora, ain 
cablegrams upon, this subject; and hey 
like Mr. Massey, is’ hard at work upon 
the problem. Up to date, however, there 
is nothing to report of a definite. char ¥ 
acter. When there is, FT shall let ec 
honorable member know. | as 


‘ Ae 4 


in Lon dom, 


DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE. 


Mr. FENTON. — Has the Aone 
Prime Minister any information concern-. 
ing whether a date has been fixed for the | 
proposed Washington Conference? And 
has he any particulars as to whether the _ 
Prime Minister will attend it en to. iu a 
return to Australia? 3 y 


Sir JOSEPH COOK -T have tio oatael, 


munication of any kind regarding the 
matter. . ae : 


WHEAT POOLS. Le 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—In view 
of the overwhelming consensus of opinion - 
among wheat-growers of Australia that. 
Sing should be a atari scanorge a ‘the 












dirdetions 1 2 HH 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—What oe 
lightfully simple proposition! I regret, 
however, that I am unable to give. I 
ariswer at present. ere Os 
Mr. Parker Motoney. icy: you. COm~ 
sider the question? — ¢ 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is benen 




















their own. I cannot do anything until 
the matter has been cleared up in all the 
‘y States. Pas 


PAPERS. 


_ The following papers 
ted :— | 
Geckatoo Island Dakyard oval Conimis- 
sion—Minority Report by Mr. W. J. 
 MeWilliams. 
keeague of Nations—Permanent Court of 
_ International Justice— 
{1) Resolution concerning its Establish- , 
ment—passed by the Assembly, 
13th December, 1920. 
(2) Protocol of Signature of the Statute 
for, provided by Article 14 of the 
Covenant of the League of Na- 
tions, with the text of this 
Statute. | 
(3) Resolution concerning the Salaries 
of the Members—passed by the 
Assembly, 18th December, 1920. 


SUPERANNUATION BILL. 

Mr BURCHELL asked the Acting 

Prime Minister, wpon notice— 
| i. Whether, in connexion with the Super- 
fi annuation Bill to be introduced, the Govern- 
ment will provide for the members of the Per- 

manent Military Forces who reach the retiring 
age this year? 

2. ‘Will the Government hasten the introdue- 

tion of the Bill to avoid a possible injustice to 
a body of public servants who have long and 
_ worthily served the Commonwealth? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers 
| to ‘the honorable member’s questions are 
as follow :— 

1. This matter is receiving consideration. 


‘ 2. The Bill will be introduced ‘as soon as 
Bis ly oibe ae 


re bana 


REFUNDS OF TAXATION. 
: ee MAHONY (for Mr. West) asked 
a \ the Treasurer, upon notice— 


Th: What was the total amount of income and 
ie war-time profit taxes refunded during the years 
ding 30th June, 1918, 1919, 1920, and 1921? 


2. n what grounds were the taxes in aye | 


oh tion refunded? 


_ Sir JOSEPH COOK. 1 the answers 
ay the honorable member’s questions are 








88 follow :-— ? 

oe War-time 

f 1. 4 ‘Year ended. Income Tax Profits Tax. 

£ £ 

30% June, 1918, 400,367 Whee 

ee ih AOL G 6 BOF BOF 86,798 
Ett je AGZO A DEALT ia et Mak eek 
oh Wai ata Po Mats 8 ky ds Alm mda A Ht OB 

A og £1298,013 £462,090 


have the States who desea os run a Pool oe 


were presen- 


sions. \ 




































































‘come tax refunds were made . 

The lodgment of amended 
payers showing further infor 

The furnishing of. correct returns . 

fault assessments have issued. 

The allowance of dividends not s 

companies when the original 

was lodged. 

The allowance of rebates on ‘divi 

the information not poieg \ 

when the assessment issued. 

Adjustment of live stock values. 

On account of taxpayer | being, 0 | 

service. o 

Further allowable claims being | lodg 

after issue of assessment. : 

On account of the High Court dec 

empting subscriptions to el 

associations. — 

All State civil servants, New Sout 

being held non-taxable unti 

legislation brought them und 

Federal Income Tax Assessme 

Adjustments in connexion with the | 

and Wool Pools. — : 

The reasons why refunds of war-time - 

tax were made are as under:— ie 
In cases where returns have un: 
loneee a default assessment " 


assessment and cohecduae refan 
The receipt of further informatio 
taxpayer after payment of tax. 
mainly to taxpayers’ laxness in kee 
ing adequate books of account— 
ticufarly pre-war periods. : 
Claims in respect. of allowance for 
rowed money being ie aft 
of assessments. f 
Claims for the excision of ex- 
income. | tae La 
Modifications granted to pastoralists ' 
drought areas by arbitrarily i 
ing their pre-war standard. 
Modifications of the pre-war stan 
a business which has changed 
ship by permitting the new own 
adopt the pre-war standard of t 
vious ownér. (Section 16_ (18) 
The allowance of concessional dedu 
in the case of mining business 
section 15 (7) (b). ‘6 


WAR PENSIONS. 


senting the Miniotes for Repal 
upon notice— } 
Will he furnish a return for the! yi 
the 30th June, 1921, showing separ 
following particulars for each State? 
1. The number of applications for war tis, 
sions not granted. 
2. The number be reductions: in 
sions. iy 


4, The cost of ‘State Bontde, . 
5. The fees received by chairmen 
members of such. Boardeyy: iyi 















CHILD ENDOWMEN AG 


; Mr. MATHEWS asked the Acting 
“Prime Minister, upon notice— 

1. Are permantént Government employees who 
_ “have adopted children allowed the child en- 
be  dowment? - 

2, Tf not, will he explain the reason, as these 
employees have the same responsibility as 
: Ah Sena 4 

Sir J OSEPH COOK.—The Govern- 
oe, recently decided to allow payment 
am of child endowment in the cases of 
Si) adopted children of officers of the Public 
b Bervice, subject to certain conditions, and 
_ the necessary amendment of the Public 

ns Service aes to Eb effect to the 
































bats 8 


__coxncos we ti SAVINGS 
ne BANK. 


“Will he request the Governor of the Common- 
_ wealth Bank to consider the paying of interest 
on small sums in the Savings Bank, say up 
Nes £200, at the same rate (less $ per cent. 
Wy a expenses ) as the Commonwealth pays to 
the foreign money lender? 


ies | eberedias COOK.—I ‘ein be 


e GIFT OF SCULPTURE, 
Dr. MALONEY asked the Acting 


a Prime Minister, wpon notice— 


ee Referring to a question asked on 7th April 
last (Hansard, page 7257), and to a promise 
‘of the Prime Minister re Mr. Bertram Mac- 
_ kennal’s gift of sculpture, will he give the 
me ollowing information to the House— 

ery . When ~ was the gift received? 

cee When was it erected? 

. ae a ‘The date of any acknowledgment which 
as sent to Mr. Mackennal? 

4, Has any letter of thanks been forwarded 
o Mr. Mackennal, and, if so, on what date? 
Leh oad are the names of the officers who 


: onaebbie member's a ne are 
follow:— 
‘1. The statuary was received in July, 1920. 


2. The statue was erected during April, 1941, 
nd was unveiled on Anzac Day. 


generous gift was forwarded to Mr. Mackennal 
‘eh the Prime Minister on the 8th April, 1921. 
5. The arrangements for the reception of the 





3 and 4,. A letter of appreciation of the 


a i 


cases containing the statuary appear to have 
been made verbally . by the then Secretary to 
the Prime Minister’s Department, Mr. Shep- 
herd, but immediately on the Prime Minister 
becoming’ aware that the cases were at Parha-— 
ment House, the necessary steps were taken to. 
have the matter suitably dealt with, 


WIRELESS INSTALLATIONS. ON 
COASTAL SHIPS. 


“Mr. RILEY asked the Minister for 


Trade and.Customs, wpon notice— 


1. How many vessels engaged in the coastal” 
and Inter-State trade of the Commonwealth 
(coming within the operation of the me 
tion Act) are still unequipped with wireless” 
installations? 

2. For what period are these vessels to be 
permitted to proceed to sea without wireless 
installations and proper precautions bel 
taken for the safety of the crews? 


Mr, GREENE.—tThe answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are as fol 
low :— 


1. No official is available at 
present. 3 

2. The provisions of the Navigation Act and 
of the regulations thereunder relating to the _ 
installation of wireless telegraph on ‘ships do 
not come into operation until Ist October — 
next. On and-after that date all ships com- - 
ing within the operation of the provisions 
mentioned must be equipped with wireless. 


WHEAT POOL, 1921-292. 


Mr. LAVELLE (for Mr. Cunnine- 
HAM) asked the Acting Prime Minister, 
upon notice— Dear 

Whether the Commonwealth Government, in | 
order to protect the primary producers from 
speculating middlemen, will financially assist 
a wheat pool for the coming season in either 
or both of the following alternative methods— 

1, A pool controlled ‘by the Government; or 


2. A pool controlled by ti farmers them- 
selves? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Contant 
wealth Government does not at present 
propose to take part in the future pool- 
ing of wheat, but as I have previously — 


‘information 


intimated, lig Government will give con- ~ Ew ‘ 


sideration to the matter if the growers 
desire a Pool, and the State Governments 
are unanimously in support of the pro- 


10078 ae 
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oot. 





posal. a 


SUPPLY (Formal). 
UNEMPLOYMENT. 
Question—That Mr. Deputy Speaker 
do now leave the chair, and the House 


resolve itself into Committee of Supply 
PRIA Vice 






wealth Government ; 


10076 Sioaiy 
Mr. RYAN bv Sydney) f2: 54] ek 

move— 

"Phat the. fallowing words be inserted after 

Phat 7? — 


‘“it is urgently necessary for the Com- 
monwealth Government. to immediately re- 
cognise its responsibility and discharge its 
obligations in respect of the present unem- 
ployment problem in Australia, which has 
arisen largely through the ineffective carry- 
ing out of Commonwealth funetions, 

I propose this amendment with a view to 
impressing upon the Government their re- 


sponsibilities and obligations. 


Sir Joseru Coox.—lIs. this. rie rato 
non-party ? 


Mr. RYAN.—LI trust. that itis. I am 
moving it. entirely in the interests: of the 
people of Australia, and of that very 
large number of people who are thrown 
out of employment at the present season, 
and are suffering greatly in consequence. 
Although the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment are not entirely responsible for that, 
yet it is largely due to the iaffective 
‘earrying out of the functions of the Com- 
monwealth. It cannot be denied that 
throughout all the States, many tens of 
thousands are unemployed at the present 
time, and the distress is very acute. We 
are passing through the winter, and not 
only the nnemployed workers, but also 
their wives and families are suffering 
greatly. There is no doubt that the great 
majority of the unemployed are willing 
and anxious to work if work can be pro- 
vided for them, and I am not suggesting 
any form of relief other than the provi- 
sion of employment, carrying out, the 
duties of the Commonwealth Government 
in the way in which they should be ear- 
ried out. I realize that the entire respon- 
sibility does not rest with the Common- 
if I contended that 
it did I would be indicating that I was 

unable to gauge the real position. 


Mr: Jowzrr.—Do not the terms of the 
honorable member’s amendment rather 
suggest that the unemployment is the 
fault of the Commonwealth Government? 


Mr. RYAN.—H the honorable mem- 
ber will read the amendment he will see 
that I do not charge the Conary 
‘with the whole of the responsibility; I 

say that the present position has arisen 
_“Yargely’’ through their ineffective earry- 
i ee out ee Commonwealth functions. 








ate I have cruel no ee 








































ios Bai be afforded | ister ( 
this afternoon to justify the policy 
Government, if he can, but up to t 


on to the Staten: if any ovidene rial 
sary in Legnte to the extent of une 


of affairs in Victoria ree vill 
teresting to honorable members. } 
are has ninety unions in. that State 
I understand from reliable informa: 
which I have obtained to-day, 
there are about 20, 000. workbrs 


th ee RECS Tile and P vite 
Union, 550; bootmakers, 400; clothi 
trade, 9 100: rubberworkers, 800; “t 
workers, 900: Wietoria ii eaeeaam branch 
of the Australian Workers Union, | 
carpenters in the metropolitan area, 
shop assistants and warehouse emplo 


800;  pastrycooks, 300; liquor mr 
rs Ine i 400; building fee 


Foddo and. Ho employees, 500; 
have the eras information im reg 


ER RL 


The mS in that, onal n 
is based week, 


on a thirty-hours’ 


members of the union have 
averaged five hours per week, a 
to- day about 1,000 men are idle, wit! 
no prospect of getting work this. Ww 
That. is positive evidence in regard sa 
state of affairs in Victoria. FE amy ; 
suggesting that conditions are Wo0l 
this State than in any other. id ; 
argue that the fact that. dered is: a arge 
number of unemployed i in Victoria is ue 
to the fact that. there is not. a Labour Ad- 
ministration in. that Hames oy fas pt 


I ‘give ‘thoe! Pn as ‘Thee si 
fact that unemployment is Bea 
Australia to- day. AEs 4) 


Sir Josupm Coox.—Are those | 
for all. the ae : 


Sir J 
20,000 2 


, od 
hee 
























n that gy fen orig ae the pre- 
| ent time is Sy due to world eauses— 


ought Ke condemn those who held out 
i moh Ce ie hopes to the workers during 


7 think that the hopes of the 
ice were unduly raised; they were 
aid there was going to be a new world, 
and that they were going to receive “a 
shee of the cake ”—that the workers were 
not to return to the conditions that ob- 
‘age oa ge war. There are varie 


eae tintsly after the termination of hos- 
hig ee “hone indeed, they must be 


| cn st fall on Pe ctade tee there must 
ve be general sacrifices made. The lesson, 
perhaps, has been learnt by the workers 
throughout the world that none has more 
ie ‘to lose, and less to gain, by war than 
ere and this may stimulate them to 
activity, for the power is theirs, to see 
‘some means is adopted for the per- 
anent preservation of world peace. That 
i probably be the effect, and I hope it 


1ay; and I further hope that i in this di- 


“om that is being taught the workers 
-day. 


Whatever may be the causes, in a gene- 
al way, there is no doubt that a duty 
shle, all J haedigadti to, as far as 





arisen as a consequence of the conditions _ 
that obtain to-day. It is their duty, not 
only for the purpose of actually assisting © 


’ those who are in distress, but also in order 


to prevent a breeding ground being cre-_ 
ated for discontent and for orplolees 
by that small section—because, after all, 
it ig a small section—who \advoeate the 
overthrow of all forms of ordered go- 
vernment. This is the opportunity for 
those few to suggest that the remedy is 
to make things worse, and to tear down 
the existing fabric of our civic babies 
ments, with a view to setting up some-_ 
thing else. There is a-class of person 
who, no doubt, welcomes the existence of © 
such unemployment, not because they 
have any ill-will, or wish evil to those who — 
are suffering distress, but because they 
view this as a means for obtaining a 
general reduction of wages. I do not 
propose to devote any of my time to 
discussing that particular class, except to 
say that they area minority—very largely 
in a minority—of the public of this coun- 
try, and that, whatever their political — 
leanings may be, they certainly do not- 
find a place amongst the supporters of the — 


‘party to which J have the honour to be- 


long. Then, there are those who pose as 
a kind of permanent leaders of the unem- 
ployed, but who in some instances are 
merely the agents of capitalism and of 
anta-Labour organizations. Fortunately, 
these are few; there are;many genuine 
leaders of the Wnenpleued: but, there ara 
a. few who are not. That few, it is grati- _ 
fying to know, are not influential; the 
good sense of the great body of the 
workers is such that they are not to be 
misled. Then there is the other class to 
which I have just referred—and they, 
too, are fortunately few and also uninflu- 
ential—who stir up discontent, and take — 
advantage of the distress which exists an 
an opportunity for preaching doctrines — 
for the overthrow of all ordered forms of 7 a 
government. They, too, have no place 
amongst the supporters of the party on 
this side; they have no countenance from 
this party, as as I have frequently, on pre- — 
vious occasions, pointed out. On this 
point I should ‘like to refer to some re- 
marks which I made, and which I wish 
to re-indorse, at a meeting held in th 
Sydney Domain on the 16th December, 
1918, with regard to what are called ex- 
tremists. I wish to rimins my positior 


fae 
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eas as to aha I Sedan an Aas 
On. 


and what I consider an opponent. 
that. occasion, speaking of — the Labour 
_ party, I said— 


We stand for 
some who. are 


efficiency. If there are 
endeavouring to  promul- 
gate a doctrine contrary to that, I do 
not regard them as extremists, because I 
have respect for the extremist, who is @ man 
who wants to go on the same track as we are 
- going, but wants to go faster. Those who differ 


and fight our methods are opponents, not ex-— 


tremists at all, and we have got to fight them 
the same as we fight the capitalists on the 
other side. We must stick to our programme 
and our platform. I have got to stand by it; 
everybody else must have to stand by-it Nine- 
tenths, or more than nine-tenths, of the 
workers of Australia agree with that senti- 
ment. We. must show ourselves capable of 
governing, and that we will faithfully observe 
the responsibility of power, placed . in our 
hands, in accordance with the. platform upon 
which the people elected us. I do not care 
from what quarter the contrary doctrine comes. 
I will fight it all the time. We must use con- 
gtitutional methods. We are using them. 


J take the same attitude to-day. I regret 
that circumstances are allowed to rise 
which provide an opportunity for those 
few, because they are a few, to promul- 
gate such doctrines. The overwhelming 
oe of the people of Australia do not 
‘belong to any of those classes; and it is 
for that overwhelming majority that I 
propose to speak, trusting that 1 inter- 
pret the views of that majority in saying 
‘what I do this afternoon. I think we all 
admit that it is, perhaps, one of the sad- 
dest spectacles that can present itself that 
so many thousands—aye, tens of thou- 
 sands—of ablé-bodied men, ready, will- 
ing, and anxious to work, find themselves 
- unable to obtain employment whereby to 
‘sustain their wives and families. It 1s 
lamentable that such a state of affairs 
should obtain in a country like Australia 
_ —a country flowing with milk and honey, 
a wealthy country, a country of vast re- 
f I abuses: 
- Mr. McWiriiams.,—And 
ey 


an empty 


Mr, RYAN.—It is also an empty coun- 


ae “Recent representations to the Com- 
‘monwealth Government, accounts of 
_ which we have seen in the. press, and re- 
"presentations that have reached me from 
‘various parts of Australia—as late as yes- 
terday from the Brisbane Unemployed 
_ Committee—satisfy me that the unem- 
ployed in Australia are of the opinion 
that the Commonwealth Government has 
been fants in its Sine Psy aCe 


%, 
Del 
ee eh 


a two ee aks the responsibility rest 


employed Will Mareh”’; ‘‘ 
















































et Oa and ee re 
tons. [ am _ principally conc 
pate neon. with the: M8 of 


hs the eee meehiee of tha , 
bility for the present position. — 
arisen out of their conduct du 
war, and their conduct since th 
with regard to repatriation. In- 


4 


into what the Acting Prime Minist 
J Men Cook) we ste i ae 


resources. 
matter time nes again, Me 
that by-and-bye the people wi 
lize that this Government — 
nated the interests of Australi 
wholly unjustifiable way. The 
producers have reason to realize that 
did not obtain what were world _prices 
their produce. A. portion of it was 
ie on the other side of the wor 
for the British Government, bu 
fiteers oversea. If ‘Avistratia had rec 
a fair deal in connexion with t e m 
ters, and I am speaking now of their fi 1a 
cial aspect, there would be no shorta 
money at the present time for ca 
out developmental works in this | 
In that respect, then, the Comme 
has failed to discharge its“ Tesp : 
and its obligation. i 
Tn the second place, I say tha: 
vernment have failed also in th 
since the armistice. I 
new attitude; I am only emphasizii 
attitude which I have taken up f 
a number of years. I propose t 
the Acting Prime Minister to 
which I made on this very sub: 
‘six weeks after the signing of 
tice, because I want to make it cle 
this is no new-fangled idea of. 
the party to which I have the 
peone. In the Sydney Datly | 
17th December, 1918, there 
report of remarks made by mi 
vious evening at a meeting in t 
Town Hall. Ther is head 




























dmamliese-men waiicy the streets in 
rocession.’’ Such was the forecast of Mr. T. 
i Byan, Premier of Queensland, at “fhe Town 
‘Ball last night. He made it clear that he 
id not think it was necessary that this should 
happen, but expressed the view that unless 
he problems of to-day, were grappled with the 
rst would be realfzed. “And he did not 
; lisguise the opinion that the Federal Govern- 
nent, on whom the responsibility rested, was 
ot dealing adequately with the position. Mr. 
Ryafi was thanking the Sons of Australia for 
a presentation- 


d so on— 


‘He remarked that there were problems ahead 
which Australia must face, yet no one was 
giving a lead as to how to solve them. Twenty- 
ve thousand men were coming back from the 
war next month and 
A voice—No preparation. 

ie RYAN.—That’s it; there’s no prepara- 
tion. They will be absorbed by turning out 
other men who have positions. You. talk 
bout things being bad: they will be worse 
nless these problems are faced. These men 
st be absorbed without turning out those 
ready employed. 





ee these Besblons are grappled with, not 


yhat I say is true. The unemployed will be 
seen in your streets. It is coming unless the 
Government acts at once, and replaces the war 
ae with a on seal 





a in their positions Hoek 
: were here while the war was 
b ing carried on. It is a short-sighted 
licy which would provide for the. re- 
ployment of returned men at the ex- 


ployment. It is not statesmanship, 
d it was not a sound policy for this 
country to adopt. The pr atiei ia Ni 


ves, “ Our only responsibility is ag 
nd positions for the returned men and 
ve will find those positions by turning 
hers out of employment. We will 
i a large army of unemployed. — The 


(ae) is is phe oreo He of Sesoring 


of employment here, 
on. 


to-morrow, but here, and now, you will see that. 


se of turning so many more out of — 
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plainly rested 
Commonwealth Government. 

Ii they fell short of that they 

fell short of the responsibility the 
fell upon them, and failed to Smee 
their obligation. What I said, when 
speaking in the Sydney Town Hall, on. 
16th December, 1918, has happened. We * 


the 


have that state of affairs existing in © 
Australia to-day. Unfortunately, 

have had it for some time.. I put 
it to the House that, if the Com. 


monwealth Government had discharged 
its responsibilities in these respects, the — 
position which has arisen to-day would — 
not have arisen. 
fore, in their duty in regard to provid- ic 
ing for the absorption of returned men Bee 
without displacing a large body of other 
workers. I desire to make it abundantly — 
clear, lest there be an attempt to 
misrepresent me, that I believe that 
it was the duty of the Common-_ 
wealth to see that all returned gol- — 
diers were reinstated in employment of 
some kind, and to do that without turn- — 
ing others into the stfeet. Ministers 
should have prepared for the rapid de-- 
velopment of the country; preparations 
should have been made for its develop- 
ment by leaps and bounds. But I express. 
the view of a large section of the publie 
when I say that this Government is in- 
competent and blundering. Evidence of | 
that is furnished daily. The whole coun- 
try is crying out against the War Service 
Homes administration... Ministers were 
not able to appoint the first War Service — 
Homes Commissioner without making a 
blunder; they could not appoint his suc- — 
cessor without making another blunder; — 
and only this week we had a Bill to in- 
demnify them, and to validate what has 
been done by the Commissioners. be 
Mr. Maxry.—aAnd there are the ship- — 
ping contracts, aye 
Mr. RYAN.—Were I to attempt to 
enumerate the blunders of this Govern- — 


ment, the task would occupy all the time _ 
Any one of its blunders 
would have been sufficient in ordinary 
circumstances to bring about the removal __ 


at my disposal. 


of an Administration from office, but be- 
cause these Ministers have been able to 
stir up all.sorts of issues other than those 
which concern the welfare of the people, 
which # is the chief duty of a Govern- 
ment to promote, they still retain the 
reins of tant Although there is 4 <a 








wer: 


They have failed, there- 7. 
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deal of unemployment in the country, 
and Ministers know that under their 
policy they have not been able to absorb 
the returned men and keep others at 
work, they have gone in for a policy of 
immigration without making any proper 
preparation for it. I am one of those who 
believe that Australia is such a great 
country that, properly governed, it will 
afford space for many millions of people. 
No doubt, one day it will be properly go- 
verned, because the good sense of the 
people cannot be kept down all the time. 
But immigration must be set about in-a 
different way from that of the present Go- 
vernment. I shall mention just one mat- 
ter. I do not wish to occupy too much 
time, but I am intent on assisting these 
unfortunate unemployed, and_ shall, 
therefore, curtail my remarks. An un- 
derstanding was arrived at between the 
Commonwealth Government and the Go- 
vernment of Queensland to provide funds 
for railway construction to make the 
Burnett lands available, the Common- 
wealth realizing that the responsibility of 
providing capital for that purpose rested 
on them, 


Sir Josera Coox.—The honorable 
member has either not read the reports 
of the Conferences between the Common- 
wealth and State Ministers, or he is mis- 
representing what took place. 

Mr. RYAN.—I say myself that this 
responsibility rests upon the Common- 
wealth Government. 


Sir Josern Coox.—That is another 
matter. You said at first that there had 
been an agreement. | 


Mr, RYAN.—The agreement was ar- 
rived at because the Commonwealth must 
have realized the responsibility. <A 
favorable report was made upon these 
lands, but the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment have. done nothing. They say 
that they cannot do anything because 
they have not the money. Will the Act- 
ing Prime Minister have us believe that 
he is unable to provide £2,000,000 for the 
development of the largest and richest 
area that Australia has in one block? 
These are Crown lands which could be 
utilized for the settlement of no fewer 
than 10,000 persons. If that cannot be 
done with the credit of this great coun- 
try it is because of the incompetence of 
those who occupy the Treasury bench. 
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that was being done, and they had not the 










I preter, how- 
ever, to make no personal suggestions, fs 

Sir Josppu Coox-—You have done so. 
You have said that this Government is 
blundering and incompetent, tere oy. 

Mr. RYAN.—That is something for 
which, I suppose, the right honorable” | 
member is not personally responsible. He ty 





events, while the right honorable gentle 


man is at the head of the Government of a 
this great continent, unemployment and - 
distress are rampant, and he contents 
himself with saying, “It is not my duty, ~ 
but that of the States, to provide em- 
ployment.” He would shuffle off respon- 
sibility and put it on some one else. It ~ 
is time that this state of affairs wags 
brought to an -end. If I wished 7) 
to give another illustration of the in- 
competence of the Government and — 
of their responsibility for the un- © 
employment which prevails, I would ~ 
mention the dismissal, without notice, — 
of nearly 2;000 men who were em- ~ 
ployed at Cockatoo Island. Representa- 
tions were made by a Sydney committee © 
for the prompt employment of these men, _ 
a member of that committee being Sir 
Joseph Carruthers, a gentleman who is 
not a member of the Labour party nor 
one of its supporters. Ministers, ap- 
parently, acted quite heartlessly. They  ~ 
threw these men out of work without re 
gard to the fact that there was no em- 
ployment for them elsewhere. What did 
it matter? They said that they were un- 
able to provide funds to pay for the work 


































energy to appeal to Parliament for money. 
They therefore threw the men out. How- 
ever, I have taken the opportunity of ~ 
dealing with their conduct in a report 
which I have signed in conjunction with 
the honorable member for Dalley (Mr 
Mahony). I mention the matter now t 
show how Ministers fail to realize their 
responsibility for the unemployment 
which exists. The function of all Go- 
vernments is to make their peoples happy, _ 
contented, and prosperous; but, instead 
of doing that, our friends opposite talk 
in “hifalutin’” style about the Japanese 
Treaty and other matters, hoping thus to” 
draw away the attention of the people™ 
from the evils which surround them. The 






































ny ag the tietics die ‘ies cay oecupy the 
_ Treasury bench a sense of responsibility 
and obligation. They have failed to 
realize their responsibilities, and to dis- 
charge their obligations, and it is our 
duty to impress this upon them. 

Mr, BLAKELEY (Darling) [3.32].—In 
seconding the amendment, | congratulate 
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Ryan) on the way in which he has put his 
‘ease. We who support him deem it to 
be our duty +o place before Parliament 
- and the people of Australia, m as strong 
language as possible, the position of un- 
fortunates who are finding it difficult to 
live. The Acting Prime Minister and 
‘his colleagues merely shrug their shoul- 
ders and say, “ This is not a question for 
the Commonwealth, but one for the States 
to deal with.” There are no responsibili- 
ties which these Ministers have not striven 
' to shift to other shoulders. The present 
depression, industrial and financial, is 
‘the aftermath of the war; but: this ‘Go- 


Yet many thousands of men in this State, 
and elsewhere throughout Australia—re- 
turned soldiers and others—are begging 
‘the Commonwealth and the State Govern- 
“ments to relieve them, and are writing 
letters to the members of the various Par- 
Tiaments of Australia. Something lke 
50,000 men are asking for the right to 
earn enough to keep body and soul to- 
gether. 

Dr. Harte Pace.—What is the propor- 
? tion of unemployed in each State? 


-) Mr. BLAKELEY.—I do not know; 
hat when our organization met in con- 
gress recently in Melbourne, the ‘unem- 
ployed of Australia were estimated to be 
about 50,000. 
Mr. Mazony.—There are 20,000. in this 
State. 
 «~Mr. BLAKELEY.—If they were all in 
_ the one plaee, neither these Ministers nor 
any others could, continue to govern the 
country without’ doing something for 
‘them. Ii Ministers. would try to realize 
the plight, not only of returned men, but 
ot many others, they would see the 
: seriousness. of the position.. This country 
_ produces enough food to feed twice its 
e Oo sical It has unlimited land and 
unlimited wealth. 





vernment made certain definite promises. : 


Sir resi hal Eb the Com." 





Mr. BLAKELEY.—This wealth is. 
allowed to stay in the land simply be- 
eause Ministers will not realize their re- 
sponstbilities. : 

Sir JosppH Coox.—We have no respon- 
sibilities, because we have no functions: 
im regard to land matters. 

Mr. BLAKELEY—Of course, the — 
Government. will say that they have no. 
responsibility! But. this is a national 
matter, aud the aftermath of the war. — 

Mr. Corsrr.—lIt rests with the States. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—The Common- 
wealth are in absolute control of the — 
continent. It is futile to say to the’ 
Queensland or New South Wales Go- 
vernment, ‘This is your funeral.” Who 
was responsible for the. hundreds of 
thousands of men who left this country 
for the war? First, the Federal Labour 
Government, and then their successors, 
the present Government. And promises 
were made by each which have not been: 
kept. Reference has been made to a meet- 
ing of the Australian Workers Union in 
Queensland, which passed a_ resolution 
condemning the Labour Government of 
that State. It was not an Australian 
Workers Union meeting, held under its 
constitution. 


Mr. Corser.—Of course not! They 
were the same men, although their meet- 
ing was not held under the constitution 
of the Australian Workers. Union. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—What is to pre- 
vent the honorable member from getting 
a few members of the Australian Workers 
Union and persuading them to pass any 
resolution his politics may dictate? f 
am informed, however, that this meet- 
ing consisted principally of men who did 
not belong, and never have belonged, to 
the Australian Workers Union. The Ge- 
verument must do something. Ap- 
parently, the position will become worse, 
It has been said by men who are leading © 
the unemployed that they refuse to starve. 
I say, calmly and dispassionately, that 
no man should starve m this. country — 
while there is anything io eat. If. the 
Government; are not prepared to render 
some relief, men must keep body and soul 
together. Tf I were in the ranks of te 
unemployed to-morrow, and my wife and — 
children were starving, I would not per- 
mit them to continue so if there was amet 
thing to beg, borrow, or steal. 
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Mr. Gee —Supposing that ‘men 
will not work? 

Mr. BLAKELEY. That. is futile 
Veale Ninety-nine per cent. of the men 
in the ranks of the unemployed are will- 
“ing to work, and are reasonable about it.- 

Mr, Grecory. —If you leave them 
alone. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—Then I invite the 


honorable member and his party to force ‘ 


the Government to’ find work, and the 
facts will demonstrate themselves. I say 
that no work has been offered to men and. 
refused. For every job offering, hundreds 
are anxious to get it. If the Government 
are not prepared to afford work, imme- 


diate steps should be taken to remove > 


them. I hope they will realize some of 
their responsibilities, and take steps in 
the direction of enabling men to live. 

. Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Act- 
ing Prime Minister and Treasurer) 
[3.40].—I have listened to tirades by the 
honorable member for West Sydney (Mr. 
Ryan) and the honorable member for 
Darling (Mr. Blakeley)—two honorable 
members who, under cover of a pretence 
that they are seeking the welfare of the 
unfortunate and distressed unemployed, 
have seen fit to indulge in unadulterated 
party politics for quite fifty minutes of 
_the sixty which they have, occupied. : 

Mr. McDonarp.—You have done no- 
thing else all your life. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member should be a good judge of that 
kind of thing. The greater part of the 
speech of the honorable member for West 
Sydney consisted of an apologia for 
Ryan and Ryanism, and it was far re- 
moved from any reference to the unem- 
Oven. We have had a display of Ryan, 
the prophet: ‘‘ I told you so. Did I not 
say this, and did I not say that would 
Pistia ‘after the war?’ The things 
which the honorable member did and 
‘did not do during the war would fill 
pony, volumes. 

Honorable members interjecting, 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
_M. Chanter) —Order ! 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The | things 
which the honorable member said and 
did not say would fill as many volumes 
more. For instance, he was on both 
sides of the fence about the conduct of 
the war. He straddled both sides in 
ee other aye: is he not idk ah Nias 


raise She Ryan hiasaet 


cent. eficient! 


_servance of Pere 


just what this competent, efficien 
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of a job did he make of i 1 
of all the ecg tc up, 
250 men. 


RYAN. Ma Po pa that 


Mr. 
true. There were nearly 500. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. very, 


Here is a case of 50 per cent. effici 
The honorable member has been 
on efficiency this afternoon. 
writes himself down, in respect. a 
of the most important and vital 
ever undertook, as a man who is 


Mr. 
I have repeatedly called hone 
bers to order. The -debate wa 
augurated by the making of very 
charges against the Government, 
honorable member who initiated : 
listened to attentively, in a spirit 
play, and in compliance with thi 
of the House. I ask honorable m 
now to listen to the reply of the Acti 
pie Minister in the same ba 


Mr. McGraru.—Would it ae 
order for me to ask you, sir, to r 
the Acting Prime Minister to k 
the question under discussion ? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.— 
That is a matter within my bein 


ing, inefficient, a noun ole 
merely observing that there ar 
tests of efficiency, competency, an lack 
of blundering in the political career the 
honorable member for West Sydney. 
was pointing out one of the thing 
indicated how very efficient he i: 
of his own mouth he has confess 
he is only 50 per cent. efficient. 
there are other things in respet 

competency, efficiency, and free Lol 
blundering which can be tested. 
most striking illustration of his 
cations is being seen to-day in the 
of Queensland itself. If we desire 


blunder-free Stet vata i has | 
































rolled ? ; 

is hav. een given te Padge: "Most of 

: d’s troubles to-day are trace- 
the Government with which he 

[le enanted. The honorable member 

_ has spoken of the magnificent proposi- 

: tion contained in the Burnett lands. 


i associated could not raise. six- 
) nee on. those lands? The answer is 
lain: the Ryan Government has de- 
troyed the credit of Queensland! Mr. 
heodore, the honorable member’s  suc- 
* ‘had the courage to admit the 
fact. Pits has said that it is because of 
4 certain things which the Ryan Govern- 
ment did that he cannot obtain loans in 
ngland. He cannot borrow, because 
ople will not lend him money. Why 
will they not do so? Because he has 
legi ‘islated himself out of solemn contracts 


mai 


ide with the land-owners in Queens- 


Mr. Pipeen Motoney.—And since 
ee the people of Queensland have re- 
the present Labour Government. 


JOSEPH COOK. — Yes, and 
Disland is going from bad to worse. 
a case of cause and effect. So much 
the efficiency of the honorable member 
est Sydney. 


I propose now to say something upon 
uestion itself. The honorable mem- 
as good enough to present a case for 
unemployed as affecting Victoria. 
made the astounding statement that 
re are 20,000 unemployed in this 
te alone. I do not believe there are 
000 men in this State out of work and 
1able to find it. But, supposing that 
ere are, how do we become responsible 
me them? According to the figures 
i‘ uoted by the honorable member there 
550 brick and tile pottery workers 
of employment. » Does the honorable 
8 onwealth Government has done or 


om mitted to do has upset the brick and tile 


a Mic Gita: —The Government ‘are 
inding aang with which ‘to build 


_ DEPUTY SPEAKER. —I again 
to the honorable member for Bal- 
to refrain from interjecting. 





mmber allege that something the Com- 


7 

eh “MoGrara. —The Acting Peiaes 
Minister asked, a question and I Tot 
to it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—The time 
for asking questions has passed. Charges 
have been made against the Government 
and it is due from the honorable member — 
that he should listen to the reply. | ee 
appeal to honorable members not ta com-_ 
_ pel ‘me to enforce the Standing Orders. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—My reply to hae 
allegations in regard to vnetpleynent 
and our dereliction of duty in relation to — 
the State of Victoria, are contained in’ 
the one fact that I have made available _ 
this year for expenditure in that State — 
alone a sum approximating £10,000,000 — 
for land settlement, soldiers’ homes, ‘and 
general repatriation. So if there 
20,000 unemployed in that State I may 
fairly claim that the Commonwealth 
Government has no obligation or respon — 
sibility in regard to them. 
answer applies relatively to the rest of 
Australia. The honorable member for 


West Sydney said that 400 bootmakers — 


are out of employment; something this 
Government has done or 
we are led to suppose has 
those men out of work! There are 
2,000 unemployed in 
trade! — 
them out of employment? JI know that 
we have, with the assistance of honorable * 
members opposite, passed the Tariff which — 
-imposes a good stiff duty on 
goods. There were no more enthusiastic 


the 


Jlhe same } 


be 


advocates of increased duties than the | 


honorable members of the Opp cane 
If, therefore, the action of the Gove 

ment in regard to the Tariff has led to 
this unemployment, 


with us. 


5,000 members of the Victoria-Riverina 
Branch of the Australian Workers Union — 


Raut 


out of employment. 
ment responsible for that? 


Mr. McGraru.—Yes, because they 1 mis- x 


managed the sale of oul 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—Order! 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In the building 
trade there are said to be 1,000 unem-— 
ployed, and in the liquor trades 400. IT. 
will admit that something the Govern-_ 
ment have not done may be responsible 
for that. Other workers mentioned are 





the manufacturing grocers and the fodder — 


and fuel employees. 


Are the Govern-_ i 


. 9 


left undone 
thrown 


clothing’ 
‘What have we done to throw ~ 





eee 


Ta 


woollen: - she 


surely those homens ‘y 
able members will share the responsibility — 
We are told that there are 
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find out what is really meant by the 
Opposition in regard to these matters. I 
read in the press within the last day or 
two a violent diatribe against the Govern- 
ment by one of the most respected and 
capable leaders of the Labour Party, 
Senator Gardiner, who declared that un- 
employment. was due not to the blunder- 
ing and inefficiency of the Government, 
as his co-leader in this House says, but 
to the Tariff which honorable members 
opposite assisted to pass, 

Mr. Ryan.—Were not the Government 
responsible for that? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—From first to 
last the request for higher duties came 
from the Opposition side of the Chamber, 
and while the honorable member for 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) is flagellating 
the Government and alleging that: the 
fault lies with us and. nobody else, his 
co-leader in another place says that the 
present state of affairs is due to the Tariff 
which honorable members opposite de- 
tanded and assisted to pass through this 
House. Of which of these two leaders 
am I to take notice? Here are two 
voices—one alleging that the unemploy- 
ment is due to nothing that the Labour 
party have done, and another declaring 
that the present state of affairs has come 
about because of the Tariff, which honor- 
able members opposite assisted to make as 
high as possible. 

Mr. Ryan —I assure the right honor- 
able mentleman that the amendment [ 
moved to-day has the entire approval of 
Senator Gardiner. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Does that help 
matters? The mystery deepens. My old 
friend in another place evidently has a~ 
forked tongue, for, according to the hon- 
orable member, he speaks in two ways. 
that the unemployment to-day is solely, 
or largely, due to the Tariff, 

Mr. McGrata.—What abbut Cockatoo 
Island ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—Order! 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member for West Sydney delved into 
_ ancient history and said that some of the 
troubles that have arisen to-day are due 
to our conduct during the war, to 
the fact that we subordinated the 
interests of Australia, and but for 
that there would be no ‘unemploy. 
ment. Was a more astounding state- 
ment ever made by a responsible poli- 
_ facal leader? What the Government 
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eke 000,000 were 
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the war ‘was -s: ae 


yd 


of Australian — ‘pre-. 


did during 


oasis price. “We foustit all durin zt 1 
war to get the last shilling obtainable im 
London for the primary producers of this Re 
country, and all the thanks we get from ne 
the honorable member for West Sydney 
is the statement that, in doing that and ~ 
carrying the producers along during frat i 
period, we have caused the unemployment _ 
of to-day. The honorable member knows 
better than that, and for a leader to try, 
at this time of the day, to exploit the war 
sentiment for the purpose of disparaging i 
the Government is one of the most paltry © 
and contemptible things of which fu iy 
leader could be guilty. 


Mr. Ryan.—I ‘have said the same. all Hy. 
along. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK —I have eens ‘i 
alluded to the honorable member’s dual — 
attitude on the war and during the war. 
Of course, he never believed that Aus 
tralia should have done what it did she 
ing the war; he has said that. 
Mr. bas —TI never said that. ane 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The naan meat 
member said that Australia did too much. 
Mr. Ryran.—lI never said it. : 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member has repeatedly said it, = 
Mr, Ryan.—lI he pic Acting 





that slates: 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. —Ondert 


that we should tie have nee if dos oy 7 
know the meaning of words. “ a 
Mr. McGratu.—I rise to a pate ie 
order. The honorable member for West 
Sydney has denied the statement 
by the Acting Prime Minister, 
understand that it is a rule of Fe 
- denial by an honorable member s i 
fe A OCEDIEST ? ik Be 
M. Chanter) -—It is a rule of Postal nt 
that when a statement is denied th 
denial shall be accepted. If the honor 1 va 
able member for West Sydney denied t the 
statement made by the Acting Prin n sek 


Ve 
be 1p 
yi Fe : a 
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biaher for West iSydacy | ace 
mate of humbugging the 


not the Acting 


oo OSEPH COOK. —Coming from 
ionorable member, it was; but when 


p remembering some Pltaabiaviin that 
a : oo ‘angi in ee aes Sie I 


m shia power ‘the Cacia ise sli 
deal with unemployment and profiteering 
n forty-eight hours. 

Mr. Ryan.—Who said that? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Mr. Storey. 
Mr. Ryan.—tI do not believe he said it. 
acl Braxerey.—It is. an) absolute 


#f “DEPUTY SPEAKER. “Order! 
r JOSEPH COOK.—It is on record 
t Mr. Storey said 
Mr. Braxerry.—That is a deliberate 





catia. member re Darling Eire 
keley) another warning. I do not 
1 to resort, to extreme measures, but 
continuous interjections, and the 
al to allow a Minister of the Crown 
ply to charges against the Govern- 
constitute the most unfair conduct 
ve ever witnessed in all my parlia- 
tary life. I appeal to the sense of 
play of honorable members, and ask 
oli reatrain thenwsckres, ae can 









N scwrous.—The 
ster is not replyi 


Acting Prime 
fairly. 


r ” JOSEPH COOK. _The honorable 
ber for Darling accused me of a 
erate falsehood. I ask that those 
s be withdrawn. 


DEPUTY SPEAKER. LAE. did 
nderstand that remark to be applied 








- to the statement iodo Ey the Actas i 


apne to Mr. Storey’s statement. 

























































Prime Minister. I understood that it - 4 i 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It applied to. 
my statement; but let it pass. I repeat 
that Mr. Storey said upon the political — 
platform that if he were returned to — 
power he would deal with profiteering — fe 
within forty-eight hours. It is quite | 
true that he did something, and the result 
of his action is seen to- day i in that State. ia Ke 
I regret, for the sake of the crelit of my 
own State, that it is in the trouble it is 
in to-day. After spending more loan — 
money than ever was spent in any pre- 


Sm oe 
“ie 


; 
ei) 


vious year, there is more unemploy- 
ment in that State than there has 
ever been before. During the last . 


year the Storey Government have spent 
£9,000,000 or £10,000,000 of loan moneys, 
and y as Commonwealth Treasurer, » 
have given them another £9,000,000 or 
£10,000,000, and the result ‘of the ex 
penditure of nearly £20,000,000 of loam — 
money by Mr. Storey and his followers 
is more unemployment in that State to- 
day than there ‘has ever been in any single — 
year throughout its existence. 


Mr, Gazs.—lIs not Holman to blame ge 
for some of that? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. "The hon a 
orable member is out of order. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In the face of 
these facts the Acting Leader of the Op- 
position charges the Commonwealth _ 
Government with having humbugged the 
people in connexion with unemployment » 
and with inefficient performance of our 
funetions. Will all this -recrimination 
by the honorable member help the un- 
employed? Has he made a single useful 
suggestion for dealing with this problem, 
except by reiterating the statement about 
the Burnett lands? Not one. He is 
more concerned with Ryan than with the _ 
unemployed; he is more concerned with — 
what he said, and in justifying his own 
attitude, than with the distressful condi- 
tions of the people outside. His troubles 
about the unemployed! His concern, 
and that of the seconder of the amend-_ 
ment, are always with the political side 
of the unemployment, and they are em 
Lie it Sona for all aa are wae 0 















10086 


Supply 






Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—TI have 
called the honorable member for Darling 
to order two or three times. He seems 
inclined to defy the Chair. I ask him not 
to repeat his offence. 

Mr, Braxerzry.—I will not. I do not 
wish to be put out of the House for a 
week. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member (Mr. Ryan) accuses the Govern- 
ment of making no preparation for the 
return of the soldiers, and the honorable 
member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) says 
that we ought to have taken the lands of 
the States and ourselves operated them— 
that we cought to have taken the full re- 
sponsibility on our own shoulders. He, 
and ‘every honorable member opposite, 
knows that we have nothing whatever to 
do with the administration of the lands 
of the States; they know that this Go- 
vernment is limited in its functions and 
powers, and can do but little in the way 
of land settlement. That function and 
duty has been laid on the States, and, 
until something else is done, there the 
chief and primary responsibility must lie. 
Is it to be said that the State would allow 
us to do what we liked with the Burnett 
lands? That suggestion is not made now; 

‘itis not said that the State will turn over 
those lands to the Commonwealth and 
let us do what we choose with our own 
“money on them. What is said is, on the 
contrary, ‘‘ Give us the money so that we 
may develop our own lands.’’ It is the 
primary function of those who own the 
lands to find the money to finance them. 
If we can, in combination, arrange 
for the opening up of these lands 
for some immigration purpose—although 
no promise has been given, and no obliga- 
tion has been undertaken—that is quite a 
different proposition. But the statement 
is made that the Commonwealth is chiefly 
responsible for the settlement of soldiers 
on the lands of Australia. My reply is 
that we have nothing to do with the ad- 
ministration of land matters—that we can 
only act in so far as the States permit us. 
' What are the causes of unemployment 
to-day? They are far deeper and more 
remote than any actions of this Govern- 
ment. The causes are ample and simple, 
if people will only look for them, and 
strip their minds of local prejudices and. 
political predilection. It is mean and 
contemptible for any Leader in Parlia- 
ment to endeavour to make party political 
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(Rormad) ue 
capital out of the distressful uae ns 
obtaining to-day. The causes are not far 
to seek, and they have to do with the war. — 
We cannot sell our wool to-day so Tre- 
muneratively as we have been selling ib, Bh 
and we cannot get our produce to Eurepe, 
the people of which are hungry for it,  ( 
but have not the money with which to \« 
purchase it. All this destruction of credit 
is the aftermath of the war; but I ven- ~ 
ture to say that this country is suffering ae ( 
least of all the countries on the face of 
the earth. But the aftermath is there, ee 
and it is affecting us along with all other). 
peoples. In my opinion, we in Australia 
will get*over it more quickly than the 
people of any other country; but, as” Bios 
say, in the meantime the causes are there _ vi 
and are operating. The present condi- 
tions are not due to anything the Govern» —™ 
ment hasdone. Wespent moreloan money 
last year for developmental and settle 
ment purposes than in any previous year) 
of ourexistence. We haveraised money— — _ 
£25,000,000 to £30,000, 000—in order to 
discharge our side of the obligation. Will Oey, 
it be believed that while we have been =~ 
spending this money in pursuance of our — 
obligation to the soldiers, the States 
themselves have borrowed and_spent about 
£36,000,000 of loan money in addition? ~  ” 
The causes of the present conditions are “ 
to be sought elsewhere than in any actioned 
of the Commonwealth Government. ntheyi| : 
are to be sought in the destruction of” a 
credit which is world-wide, and, so far as 
they relate themselves to particular places, tis fy 
here the cause of the destruction of credit 
is fo be found in certain legislation which eh 
has taken place in Australia itself. Iti is 
no use talking. Mr. Storey could nob 
get Money as he desired, for the ca 
reason that an act of his Government had 
written down a third of the value of lands 
of Australia. These are the causes that 
are operating to produce unemployment.” ~ 
Mr. Theodore cannot get money because 
he violated land contracts in Queensland. 
Mr. Ryaw.—Why cannot you pet vat 
money? Apparently’ you cannot get as 
money either. . ee 
sir JOSEPH COOK.—The accusa= 
tion made against me now in many quar: ay 
ters is that [ am getting too much, 
Mr. Ryaw.—You say you cannot get i 
money; why not? , 



















Sir JOSEPH COOK—T1 tell the =) 















































sol- 
ia Dschataty Ge allega- 
o honorable members that, the 
oubles of to-day are in any way due to 
ae Commonwealth Government are 

sing, or have done in the recent past. 
se troubles are due to world causes, 
: they will not be cured by political 
g or political exploitation.. They 
ae ad by means which have 


. time appear to meet the pecan In 
y opinion, the greatest remedy of all in 
stralia would be the reconcilement of 


fated ort: inde to discharge our obli- 
ms, and live up to the responsibili- 
and duties we owe to one another. I 
eve that in that simple remedy alone 
the way out of much of our troubles, 
that that course may soon be taken 

st be the earnest wish of eveiy man 
has a sincere love for his country 
a desire to see it advance. 


ir. McGRATEH (Ballarat) 4. 14|.—I 
e to support the amendment. I ad- 
that after every war there is great 
employment ; IT know of no war that 
ot been followed immediately by bad 
strial conditions. But I claim that 
Zovernments of Australia, and the 
ral Government in particular, have 
duty in connexion with the unemployed 


” 


oung men bs leave the country, and 
all kinds of promises that they 


vu a be ae. ieeted on Uae return. 


* i fading work for them for 
months. 


JOSEPH —  Coox.—We ‘have spent 






quandared most of that money— 
_not been Spent amongst the re- 
soldiers, 









“McGRATH. The’ Government 
ought land at fabulous prices, and 
ered ee on the padi of War 





Wales is getting an extra member. 






ay a Homes in every direowad eT wy 
most unfair for the Acting Prime Minis | 
ter (Sir Joseph Cook) to infer that this 
£100,000,000 has been spent amongst the 
returned soldiers; as a fact, it has been 
spent mostly amongst the ‘profiteers vey 
Australia. There are members of the — 
Soldiers Association in this House, and 
I wish them to take note of what I say 4 
to-day. The Repatriation Department is 
evidently under the impression that they __ 
finalized the returned soldiers when they __ 
found them jobs. We must remember 
that those who went to the Front were | 
not. as good men when they came back; = 
and .to say that the Repatriation Dew ‘ 
partment has finished with them when — 
it finds them work for three days, three 
weeks, or three months, is not in accord- 
ance with the promises made by the Go- 
vernment prior to enlistment. That, 
however, is exactly what has occurred, oh 
Men have been, found jobs, and perhaps 
their health has, not allowed them to con- 
tinue at them; but still the Government  __ 
considers that it is finished with them. ~~ 
That is most unfair and cruel, andaclear 
Lae king of every promise made to the 
nen before they went to the Front. Tt 
is sae) ie for the Acting Prime Ministerto 
say that this unemployment is most acute 
in Queensland and New South Wales, — 
where State Labour Ministries are in — 
power. I ask the honorable gentleman 
to note the fact that the only State that 
is losing a member in this House is Vic- 
toria, where there is an anti-Labour Ge ES. 
vernment in power. nan 
Dr. Matongy.—And it is for ‘the gis 
second time. | 


Mr. McGRATH.—That is so. Sas 
Mr. Parxer Mornonzy.—New South 





Mr. McGRATH.—Yes, and at the ex- 
pense of Victoria, while the increase of 
population in Queensland almost obs 
tained another member for that State. 
This shows that in the two States men- 
tioned the legislation has been of such a 
character as to induce an increase of popu- — 
lation much greater than is the case in — 
States zoverned by the anti- alee 
party. he 

The 














AGhing Prime Minister, in the 
course of his speech, made not one pro- — 
mise regarding unemployment. He did 
not promise to do one thing to find work 
or assist: the reburned men or others. He 
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oraftily ignored the action of the Giver: 
ment in throwing 1,500 men out of em- 
ployment at Cockatoo Island Dockyard, 
and went on with a tirade of abuse. I 
remind the. honorable gentleman that 
these abusive methods do not feed any- 
body. The state of affairs is most serious 
in the country to-day. The honorable 
member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) 
said that he. believed that there were 
20,000 men unemployed in Victoria alone, 
and my opinion is that he under-esti- 
mated the number.. But whatever the 
number may be, [ can assure this Go- 
vernment, and also the State Govern- 
ments, that if the unemployment con- 
tinues through the winter, the men) are 
not going to ‘‘ take it lying down.’ > ‘They 
refuse to be the only sufferers from the 
war; they have wives and children to 
support, and yet they see the Federal 
Government, in conjunction with the 
anti-Labour Government of Victoria, 
spending the people’s money in flooding 
this country with immigrants. If this 
immigration continues there is going to 
be more than trouble. The Government 
are spending from £20,000 to £50,000. a 
year on a: few officials in London, in order 
to bring iminigrants to Australia, and I 
can. only say T am really sorry for those 
immicrants. Here is a letter I have re- 
ceived from. one:— 

Sir,—I desire to bring under your notice the 
fact that I was induced - to come to this country 
by the immigration agents of the State Go- 
vernment of Victoria. “They held out glowing 
prospects to me; yet, sir, I have tramped all 
aver Victoria. looking for work, and I am sorry 
to report that no work is procurable in this 
State. I consider steps should be taken to 
arrest the gross ‘misrepresentation of the real 
state of affairs in this country. I will have 
to get my passage charges home again from 
my relatives in the Old Country, and when I 
do reach home again I will endeavour to place 


the state of Australia before the English public 
in the true light. 


I am, sir, yours respectfully, 
. WILLIAM JONES. 


That letter reminds me of the statement 
made by the honorable member _ tor 
Corancamite (Mr. Gibson), and, I think, 
the honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Stewart), that there is any amount of 
contract work to ke obtained in the 
country. All I can say 1s that, In my 
opinion, twenty men would fil all the 
jobs in the shires and electorates of those 
gentlemen. 


Mr. Srewarr.—That. 1s 
pure and simple! 
Mr. McGrath. 


hot. air’, 


vain. 


Mr. McGRATH. "That. leben! baie» 
the experience of all the same I 
have met. 

Mr. Ropers. What is this man a 
trade? 

Mr. McGRATH.—I do not fone wi 
he is, but I do know that the Governmenéi 5: 
cannot find work for the returned sol- fy 
diers, who have interviewed Ministers in —) 
The Assistant Minister for Re- oe 
patriation (Mr. Rodgers) infers by inter- Nd 
jection that. if this man is a labourer, a i 
bricklayer, or a carpenter, he can be : 
found employment; but if the Govern- — 
ment find employment for the returned 
soldiers first, they will be doing very well. ” 









'Mr. Ropverrs.—Build your own case, 
not mine! 
Mr. McGRATH.—I am taking. ihe 


honorable member’s interjection for what 
it is worth, and I can certainly build sal 
own case, 

Mr. Ropverrs.—I have done more ee 
find work for returned soldiers than the 
honorable member has. 

Mr. McGRATH.— The» haworabie: 
gentleman has had better and greater op- 
portunities tham I to do so. He did ~ 
not do much as far as winning the war 
was concerned. 

Mr. Roperrs.—I did as much as the 
honorable member did. 


Mr. McGRATH.—The: policy of are 
Government in spending thousands of — 
pounds in order to flood this eountry with 
immigrants while many of our own 
people are unable to find work is: largely — 
responsible for the unemployment at — 
present. prevailing. It is useless to e é 
the Repatriation Department to~ find ~ 
work for ex-Imperial Service men until 
it is able to provide work for our own 
returned soldiers and others. [ call 
upon the Government to immediately ~ 
cease spending public money on bringing 
people to this country. I am not opposed 
to immigration, nor is my party, but we — 
are opposed to assisted immigration. ma bY 
people want to come here, let them do 80 9 
of their own accord. They will come very 
quickly if the Government. make things 
in this country all right. 1s it not a fa 
that the Repatriation Department, in pee 
spect of this State alone, has on its list 
8,000 returned soldiers who want to settle — 
on the land but cannot get land? Despit eh tes 
this, the Government are advertising 
abroad the resourees of Austraha, ar 
misrepresenting to the people of ¢ 





























, ateeeat: that returned men cannot 
land in Victoria. They are being 


ed progressively. 
oar éniaggaa 5 iat: are 8. 000 re- 









































t ey have hen nay dosed 
spe akin, ; 


wie exon par ibe All the 
goo Jand i in Victoria was fenced i in, long 
Mr. a roe Sdesater bie wacoubar 
aga) there. — 

. McGRATH. Then I will say 


in eee. —There is. 
r. McGRATH.—But, because of lack 
ilway facilities, it is not available to 
young men. | 
| STEwarr. —It could quickly be 
e “available. 


_McoGRATH. mokad when it 13s, 


a be plenty of young Australiaus 
to settle on it. 


r Ropexrs ah id being made avail- 


‘ McGRATH.—And, while it is 
made available, the Commonwealth 
nment are flooding the country with 
rants. I have seen them tramping 
reets. I have met some with their 
gen children cara ee mupnE our 


| bali a isacas bad name abroad. 
e Government have in London, at the 
mt time, a man named Smart, who 
on the war. He is getting some- 
like £800 a year as an immigration 
and he did nothing but exploit 
lia throughout the war. Although 
s of military age he remained in 


he gave eae hie: fate other aa OL or 
_ tainments. 


 . do mot think” a is on gration officers—Hunter and Company— _ 


events, 


at the same time, a battalion of soldiers 


ty arn 
ae of Nee ence in Vic- 


h Commissioner’ s Office, where. 





Then, there are other immi- 


receiving £1,000 or £2,000 a year asm 
reward for ‘flooding Reeth country with 
immigrants, who will compete with our 
own people for employment. Some of 
the men associated with the Immigration  —__ 
Department overseas must have friends 
in the Government. They must, at all ~ 
have some social ‘‘ pull. o Com- 
fortable billets are found for them while, | 


a ee 





marches to the Acting Prime Minister 
and pleads with him for facilities to  — 
obtain employment. The Deputy Leader 
of the Country party (Mr. Gregory) says, 
‘‘ Ah! but these men will not work.” | 
What sorry criticism! It is only a few 
years ago that these men, when the flags _ 
were waving and the guns were roaring, — 
were told that nothing could be too good 
for them. Now that they have returned 
from the Front the honorable member 
says of them, ‘‘ These men will not ~ 
work.’’ I have lived in a mining district 
practically all my life, and have known _ 
men to go to a mine three times a day 
to try to get a shift. I know what the ~ 
workers are, and I could count on the — 
fingers of one hand all the men I have ea 
known who would not work. SPE 
Mr. Ropcers.—The employment sec- 
tion, under Mr. Dunslow, at one stage 


‘had the whole of our returned soldiers in 


employment. ! 
Mr. McGRATH.—But the Depare | 
ment considers that if it finds a: fort- — 
might’s work for a man its duty, so far 
as that man is concerned, has been dis: 


charged. 
Mr.’ Ropcrrs.—Not. at all. PN ae 
Mr. McGRATH. — Many returned, 
men, particularly infantry men, who  — 


have been through one or two “hop- | _ 
overs,’’ are not normal. The Depart- ( 
ment finds a job for them, but, after 
‘sticking’ to, it for two or, three, 
months they have to give it up. They _ 
cannot ‘‘stick it.” The Department, — 
however, considers that it has discharged — 
its obligation to a returned man once it 
has found him a job that will last eh 
two or three weeks. ita 
Mr. RopGrers.—That is not so. N 


Mr. McGRATH.—That is the attibude | oe 
which the Department has taken up. ri yes 
have had from the Department hundreds — Eades 
of replies showing that that is its policy. ee 
weve of our returned men are stall 







oibagi ahh AHS Way ae 


k oe Worecins foots tlie ibcts | of | he war. 
~The Acting Prime Minister says that it 

is the duty of the States to find work for 
them. I hold it to be the duty of the 
Federal Government, which would have 
conscripted the whole of the young men 
of the country. Those who were induced 
to go tothe Front by the promises of the 
Commonwealth Government must be 
found work by that Government. 

Mr. Ropcers.—The Acting Prime 
Minister was referring, not to returned 
soldiers, but to the unemployed gener- 
ally, when he made the statement to 

which the honorable member refers. 

Mr. McGRATH. The honorable 
member for West Sydnee (Mr, Ryan), in 
submitting his amendment, distinctly re- 


ferred to the number of returned soldiers 


unemployed, and asked what the Go- 
-vernment intended to do in regard to 
them. The Acting Prime Minister said, 
in so many words, that the Government 
had finished with returned soldiers. 
Mr. Ropeers.—I deny that. 


Mr. McGRATH.—The Acting Prime 
Minister told the unemployed returned 
men who waited on him the other day 
that the Government were going to build 
a big memorial to the dead, and he in- 
‘sulted the soldier who interjected that 
he had more right to speak for the dead 
seeing that he ane lost three brothers at 
the Front. The £250,000 to be expended 
on the proposed war memorial could be 
: ee to far better use. We have, first of 
all. tg fulfil our obligations to the living. 
it is sheer audacity on the part of 
eee Acting Prime Minister to say) that 
we cannot find money to provide work for 
all these men. Had the war continued 
for another year we should have had to 
‘find another £100,000,000, and if the 
Government’s conscription policy had 
he earried it would have meant an- 
other £400,000,000. And yet the Go- 
“¥ernment cannot find £2, 000, ,000 for the 
4 ae soldier settlement scheme, or a 
few million pounds to assist the Govern- 
ment of New South Wales to carry out 
Y 4 _ its obligations in regard to soldier settle- 
a Ment. It seems to me that.in every 


| State in which a Labour Government is . 


‘in power the Commonwealth Government 
is pauline every obstacle in the way of 
the settlement of returned soldiers. The 
only Governments which have grappled 
Obed soldier settlement are those of 
Ve Ae eee South Wales: and Queensland. 


tralia, and in that paper our ‘me: | 

































ported Aone on it the G 


will not advance the money for 
pose. At the same time Be 


to find money ‘for ‘hie purpose 
strange that the Liberal Governm 
the Commonwealth cannot wae: mo: 
the same purpose, 


Pa: Boat 


aes for New South Wales in ¢ 
with soldier settlement. WY 


another £3 "500, 000 for that purp 
New South, Wales has not recely 





remember that vie the con 
campaign, when our men in Englai 
Franceswere being urged to vote fe 
scription, the conscriptionists hac 
of money to support their » 
‘They published a newspaper call 


Front were promised not a couple 
lion for soldier settlement, but an 
up to £100,000,000, and eve . 
£200,000 ,000, for that’ purpos Me 


in their promises as to what. the y 
do fer our men at the Front if th r 
only vote ‘‘Yes’’ for conseripti ) 
made the same Belle here 


more definite statement rene 2 
Government’s attitude towards — 
nett, land scheme and the gene! 
tin of unemployment, and | unle 
a definite promise that no mo: 
will be spent on immigratio 1 
have a vote or two on those 
before the Supply Bill is passed, | 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) — if 
The reply made by the’ Acting ; 
Minister (Sir Joseph Cook) to ho ae 
delivered by the Acting Le of 
party (Mr. Ryan) in “support a 
amendment was rather amusin 
right honorable — gentleman — 





‘the subject-matter of the 
As a matter of fact, the 
me Minister himself did not 
apesion. before the ‘Chair, 


ec buts Pha Nea Prine 
‘tried only to camouflage the 

avoided any reference to the 
lity of his own Government for 
it situation. This is a most 
ortant question, and deserves the 

_ -ention of the sags dee ee oe 


| Many of us 
that anger when ~ Laie 


oo Such an argument must 
Over fifteen months have 


Ik Pe ered less, and have fewer. 


ee hae is only now Wass we are 


we. ‘must is ee What his 
a ned i in other parts of ne world Sed 


~ We must do wae we can to 
Those who have been 


i” mapa is work pace and work 
ees fact “remains that there are 


can get ook. vail accept it. ‘The 
ralian workman is the equal of. any 
T sewhere. He is not a loafer, and 
refuse work. There are no better 
anywhere than those of this 

ry. It is idle to say that unemploy- 

is ( aused by this or any other Go- 
ment Nevertheless, those Aho are 


seedless ‘Hie affairs of the Oo 


hei praise 


Mr. CHARLTON. —- Yes. Bate 
cannot shift our RE 


the shoulders of the. States. : 


5 

South Wales has a _ large 

of unemployed. That is true. 

is so attractive a country that more 
persons seek employment there than 
in any other State. If its Government 
could find money for public works which 
would absorb all the unemployed there 
now, there would be another batch within 
a month. That is because New South 
Wales is making such progress under its 
Labour Government that it attracts popu- 
lation. The same remark applies to 


Government to its responsibilities. 
Acting Prime Minister said that his Go- 


ony 
‘ wealth have certain hae to 
shoulder. mae 


vernment is not responsible for the pre- 


sent~ position. Yet only recently the — 
right honorable member for Balaclava _ 
(Mr. Watt) told us that had his advice 


been taken when he was in office a con- 


tract for the sale of our wool up to the 
year 1925 would have been made, and 


that this would have meant between i 


£50,000,000 and £60,000,000 more to the 
producers of the country. Would not 
that have been better than the Bawra 
scheme? Would it not have provid 


more employment? 


Mr. Ropesrs.—When there was an 
opportunity of testing the feeling of the 
growers by a referendum, they objected 
to a further Wool P 


able member for Balaclava said that. the 
Prime Minister (Mr. 
against it. 

Mr. Gans.—He cabled to ue and 
stopped it. 

Mr, Roperrs.—But the sroware were 
clamouring for an open market. : 

Mr. McDonatp.—No. There was un- 
due influence behind the Prime Minister. 


Hughes) was 


~ 


Mr, CHARLTON, es right. hone ‘ 


Mr. CHARLTON.—At the time, the” 


right honorable member for Balaclava 
was Acting Prime Minister, and the mat- 
ter would have been fixed up had it Tot 
been for the Prime Minister. hy 





vee 


i definite offer. ¥ 
~ Mr. McDonartp.—The right honoeabie 
member for Balaclava said that he was on 
_ the point of signing the agreement. 





Mr. Ropazsrs. — No. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—The impression 
conveyed was that the arrangement was 
on the verge of completion. 

Mr. Parxer Motonry.-—He said that 
he would have had no difficulty 11 eom- 


-pleting. the arrangement had it not been 


for the Prime Minister. 

Mr, CHARLTON.—Another. fifty muil- 
lion or sixty million pounds would have 
provided a great deal more employment. 
Those connected with the pastoral indus- 


try tell us that in many cases now they 
are not getting sufficieut to make ends 


meet. Had the amount of money I have 
mentioned been coming to Australia now, 
the pastoralists would. be 


therefore, be fewer unemployed. Then 


about October of last year we practically 


shut down on the building of War Ser- 


' vice Homes, with the result that work 
eeased for those’ engaged in making 


bricks, building houses, cutting timber, 
and so on. It is hard to say how many 


thousands were thus ' thrown out of 
_ employment. 
| Mr. Ropvorrs.— The timber eutting 


eontinued until March of this year. 


Mr. CHARLTON.— The 


Common- 


wealth bought timber areas in Queens- 


there to-day would not now be 
employed had we not done so. 


land, but the men who are unemployed 
un- 
! | We are 
responsible for the unemployment of’ the 


A timber-getters in Queensland. 


Mr. 





Roperrs. questionable. 


a “Most of the timber mills in the Common- 


Wealth are now idle. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—L understand that 


Mr. Lahey says that the mills which we 


bought would now be working were they 


still under his charge. 


Mr. McWirtiams.—It costs more now 


to eut timber than can be got for it. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Had we continued 


at build War Service Homes these men 
would have been kept at work. 


‘Mr. Roperrs.—The Government eta 


 £1,500,000 more for War Service Homes 
a than Parliament provided for them for 
_ the financial year. 


That is a complete 
_ answer to the honorable member. | 


. There was no 


employing | 
labour which is idle, and there would, 


tutional power to sell the, wool 






















































Mn 


promised speech about. ne sini 
of the War Service Homies Con 


South Wales by the action of, 
monwealth Government two mon 


Island, and throwing about. 2.0 
on to an already congested labour 
ket? Is not this Government respons 
for having stopped work there duri 
period of aa Tt is Beis 


eee: pont ces othe. 
which I have been mentioning 
matters subject to State contro 
are wholly . controlled::by the Comz 
wealth. Probably no fewer than 1 
or 15,000 men are now out of en 
ment for the reasons which 1 h 
been referring to. Indeed, “ m 
an- underestimate. ie 

Mr. Roperrs.—Wool gives a 
amount of employment in its” 
no matter what its ae 

Mr. 
sum that I have Boral wR 
for the elip, a great deal of labo 


perties of Australia, 
Mr. McWurtrams.—And oy 
too. ‘ 


Mr. 





Ropexrs. 


ei dedminde for aS 
country work, 


Mr. Waa They a 
Mr. anand. am ¢ 


recioudly left untouched. 2 
make it seem that itis the Sta 
are wholly to blame, ~ 


Mr. Ronerrs.—It is questiona 1 
ther the Commonwealth had a 


Australia for a Paice of ahi ye 
the war. 


Mr. CHARLTON. Phat. it 


never been raised before. 















chy against true economy 5 
onomy to throw thousands» 
work at a time like this, 
ot help the country, ‘though 
a an eet ceviacl, saving of 






4 iis immigration Dalice 
t Bete suitable: people. eo he 





12 those whom it. ae here. 
ks have gone since then, 
are more unemployed here - 
1. there were, and 
ts. to the increase of unem- 














uy here without first pstablish: 
organization to ae Rep oyment 














i concerned in cone a 
adjustment ona sensible basis. 


_means fhat men ought to accept 
ion of wage, I am against him. 
me are not the cauevalent of 


en” phe Hence te 
is to ae down the cost of living. 





R aie obody seems , prepared 
the first step. 


CHARLTON, —The step an been 
ane has fallen ay 






every- 


to Queensland and New South Wales. NE 








e _ CHARLTON. NG oO. Ee. feeliok 
toe bet reduced hig prices ‘correspond-_ 
ingly with the fall in the wholesale price, 
for the reason, chiefly, that he holds re- 
latively extensive stocks in hand. | ‘The” 
reduction in retail circles must be a 
gradual process; but, until the cost has © i 
materially and generally fallen, we are 
not justified in advocating reduction of 
wages, 
‘Mr. Ronerrs—After five years of war 
and two and a half years of war’s after- 
math, the present high wages cannot be ae 
expected to be maintained. : 
Mr. CHARLTON.—We say that the. 
Government should have seen, and made 
provision for, the situation to- day, and 
we charge the Government with ee 
failed to do so. I have enumerated no — i : 
less than three callings wherein the Go- Bi: 
vernment are responsible for causing, 
perhaps, 10,000 men to be idle to-day. 
Mr. Roverrs.—I deny the Government 
responsibility. We es 
Mr. CHARLTON.—The fact remains. ey 
Mr. Roparrs.—The honorable member 
said, for instance, that the wool industry 
was one of those three, and I deny that. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—It is an undoubted 
fact that, had the contract been com- ~ 
pleted which Mr, Watt was prevented by — 
the Prime Minister from making in ~ 
London, it would have meant:a matter 
of about £50,000,000 being made avail- 
able in this country, and that. sum, upon 
distribution, would have given employ: oe 
ment to thousands of men. ie 

Mr. Ropexrs——-That project was. 
never before this House, and was never a Stale 
authorized by the Goverment. a 


Mr, CHARLTON.—It was an Execu- es 
tive matter, and the honorable member = 
for Balaclava (Mr. Watt) was represent- a 
ing the Government abroad. Had it not 
been for the Prime Minister’s interfer- =" 
ence, he would have completed his nego- 
tiations. This Government and Parha- 
ment have a responsibility, and must dis- 
charge it in the best interests of our re-— 
turned men and of all sections of 
the community. The fact of thou- 
sands of unemployed being in Aus- 
tralia to-day does not justify the Acting : 
Prime Minister (Sir Joseph Cook) gai 

narrowing down those conditions in ‘the 
form of a charge that they apply chiefly 
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would remind him that the latter ‘Shits 


has a greater population than ever before. 
We could absorb all our unemployed 
within a month, but there would be con- 
siderably more ‘there in another month, 
for the reason that people all over Aus- 
tralia go to New South Wales looking for 
work, 

Mr. 
Wales were settled as closely as is Vic- 
toria, it would have three times its pre- 


- sent ‘population, 


Mr. CHARLTON.—The faét remains 
that it has an ever-growing population, 
while Victoria has not. Is it not very 
much more difficult to administer the 
affairs of a large State than those ot a 
And is it not true that every- 
things depends on administration? This 
Administration and this Parliament have 


their Own responsibilities, and it is of no 


use for the Leader of the Government to 


talk of what has been done in New South 
“Wales and Queensland. But, even if the 


Acting Prime Minister’s allegations were 
correct, he is not justified in refusing to 
touch upon the main issues in the charges 
laid against this Government. ‘There are 
thousands of unemployed in Australia 
because of the direct acts of the Federal 
Government, and I maintain that immi- 
grants should not be brought in to-day 
to take the place of Australians or to 


swell the ranks of ‘the unemployed. 


Sir JosepnH Coox.—We are only bring- 
ing immigrants out where we. have been 
requested by State Governments to do so, 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The sooner the 
Federal authorities devise a proper system 
of immigration whereby, after providing 
for the employment of our own people, a 
hmited number may be brought out who 
ean be placed immediately in positions 
waiting for them, the better for all con- 
cerned. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—The honorable mem- 
ber is now outlining a policy of immigra- 
tion which can never work. 

Mr.. CHARLTON.—Whether that be 
the case or not, are the Government jus- 
tified in bringing any man out here until 
they have seen that all our own people 


are employed ? 


Sir JosrepH Coox.—I advise the honor- 
able member to address that question to 
the New South Wales Government. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—The Government 


iy of that State have informed the Federal 





McWirtrams.—If New South 
ploy our own people, and have 
































authorities that they will se 
when they require more imi 
They have never asked the Fed 
vernment to bring any. ; 

Sir Josepm Coox.—Oh, yes! 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Mr. 
before he went to England, that, 
were openings he was not 
migration, but that until we coul 


tions ready for new-comers fo fill, 
not in favour of taking up the prop 
emanating from the Immigration 
ference. The Commonwealth auth 
are not justified in bringing more } 
into Australia when we have any 
from 30,000 to’ 40,000 of our own 
unemployed. In the course of 
months we shall probably have 
5,000 or 6,000 new Australian — 
What shall we do with them? A 
all to go to swell the ranks of the 
ployed, or are they to be given Au 
workmen’s jobs, so that only Austr 
shall be nilded to the lists of those 
sent out of work? The pring 
Tightiy aw | 
I have been furnished with a f 
record of remarks made by the hon 
member for Balaclava (Mr. Wa 
ici out what I stated some minu 


sion in London and the intersaia a 
negotiations in respect of the woo 
tract. Hansard (vide page 8056), § 
If that contract had been drawn an¢ 
as I have every reason to believe it wor 
been but for the Prime Minister’s re 
influence, we would have been getting 
rate of Is. 33d. for our wool till t 


matter who advised him—whether Hutt h 
Australian views gathered in his mind—am: 
blunder from which the pastoral indus S 


Mr. Wusr.—I invite the ik 
member to read the conclusion — 
argument on the next page. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—The Post 
General (Mr. Wise) may do so. 
read sufficient to prove to the hilt my ow 
statement of the facts as I recalled them 
It was owing to the Prime Minister 
tervening that the flat rate contract ; 
1s. 34d. per lb. for our wool fell thr. 
and, had it been carried to fruition, | 
honorable member for Balaclava in’ 
that it should, it would have I 
no, 000, 000 GE: £60, 000, 000 com) ] 
this country, thus affording add 






















AP are Josern . Coox.—The honorable 
_- member is not fair in quoting only por- 
: tion of what the honorable member for 
ey Mr. CHARLTON. —The extract which 
__ i quoted ‘proved that what I said was 

A: Nar correct. 

_ ~~ TI have to complain that in all that the 
ae = s Prime Minister said he ignored. 
Rapar  aiperaaa of this Government 
We have no power 

We have our own ve 


eae up to them. We, on the ae 
ny hand, have to look eee the responsibili- 


stitution, a the sea to which I have 
i veferred’come within the purview of this 
‘i These various causes have 


C 5,000 men idle. These are our respon- 
te What do the Government pro- 


; Bet Eo monwanlils works started 
i again? Will they give attention to the 
: timber industry in Queensland, in which 


He catise Gite. is. tio. work for them ? We 
a, _ cannot deny that this Parliament has re- 

- sponsibilities, and the time has arrived 
when they must be shouldered., .There 
an ag no escape from that Oat 






. foe Mr. OHARLTON. -—-The Acting Prime 
Minister spoke of the lending of money 
“a “to the male: Governments. 





ae 


7) Mr. CHARLTON.—At the present 
" time there is a dispute between the right 
honorable gentleman and the Government 
of New South Wales in regard to the 
_ settlement of soldiers. I do not intend 
- to discuss the merits of the question, 
“which has been mentioned in this House 
on many occasions; but the State Govern- 
Be is ge claim that they have spent a couple 











rangement which they understood to have 
been made at the Premiers’ Conference, 
ne ‘aed have not been reimbursed. 


meen 


. ployment. 


- War Service Home. 


4 (Formal) 


peo ae 


Sir Josrrx Coox.—Does the honorable 
member say that the State Coe. 


have spent that money ?. 


100% 


1 ¢, 


Mr. CHARLTON.—That is what they , 


say. 


of pocket to that extent. 
Sir Josepx Coox.—He says that he 


cannot spend the money because he has _ 


not got it. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—At any rate, he 
says that the Statevis committed to the 
expenditure. 
economy; on the contrary, I admit it to 


be a good thing; but it is false economy ' 
to lay thousands of men idle at a time © 


like the present. 
Sir JosepH Coox.—Mr,. Lang received 


£4,250,000 from the Commonwealth for 


land settlement alone. 

Mr, 
whether or not that is so, but if he re- 
ceived the money I hope he made gooe 
use of it. There is another cause of un- 
employment in connexion with the Re- 
patriation Department. The records of 
the Department would show that hun- 
dreds of returned soldiers, who are par- 
tially incapacitated, or almost fully in- 
capacitated, have been deprived of their 
pensions, and have had to seek light em- 


* and should not be working. They should 
still be receiving their pensions; but the 
pensions have been withdrawn, and they 
have to make the best of the circum- 
stances. 
about a man who borrowed money from 
the Department for the furnishing of a 


not engage continuously, because his leg 
fails him at times. 


against him. 


ta 


I find no fault with true 


CHARLTON.—1I do not know ’ 


These men are not fit to work, 


T have recéived a letter to-day 


At the time he was ~ 
recelving a pension of £4 10s. a week, and — 
he thought he could meet his obligations; 
but suddenly his pension was cut off, He 
is partially incapacitated, but has had to 
seek light employment, at which he can= 


Sir JosepH Coox. —They say nothing 
of the kind. nie 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I think I read a 
statement by Mr. Lang on Sunday to the 
effect that the State Government are out 


His earnings are very 
modest; but the Repatriation Department 
1s pressing him to come to an arrange- 
ment for the repayment of the advance — 
for furniture on'a threat that if he fails 

to do so the.Department will take action 
The man says that he is 
not earning suflicient to pay his way, . 


° WAN te a Oy id Ny : _e : Uy Li 
aia mt | : ahi i aye Is ft 
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and cee De for the fae, that business 
- people are giving him credit he would not 
be «tle to carry on. At the same time, 


the War Service Homes Department is 


_ threatening him, that if he does not pay 
the instalments that are due upon his 
house action will be taken against him. 
He is being squeezed between the two 
Departments. Instead of the Govern- 
ment being sympathetic towards these 
men, and assisting them, they are fore- 
ing them into the labour market, where 
they are displacing other men. It is the 


duty of the Government to see that men 


who are partially or wholly incapacitated 
are not deprived of their pensions on the 
pretext that their incapacity is not due 
to warlike operations, but to causes that 
were pre-existent. These men were 
accepted for military service, and sent to 
the Front to fight, and on their. return 
were paid pensions, which have been sud- 
denly eut off. If it were possible to 
frame an estimate of these various actions 
to which [I have referred, it would be 
found that the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment are directly responsible for not less 
than 15,000 men having been thrown out 
of employment. That being so, it is the 
duty of the Government and of the House 


to see that money is made available, and 


thet Commonwealth activities are put in 
full swing in order to help and fortify 
the people in their present hour of stress. 


Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [5.11].— 
- In view of the widespread unemployment, 
and consequent distress, I am grateful to 
the Acting Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
_ Ryan) for having brought this matter be- 
' fore the House. I cannot conceive of 
any subject of greater importance which 
the House could discuss to-day than 
that of unemployment, its causes, and 


possible remedies. I deeply regret 
however, the atmosphere in which, 
so far, the matter has been debated 


in this House, and if responsible men 
jn this Chamber and elsewhere are to do 
~ anything effective to diminish unemploy- 
' ment, they will have to address themselves 
to the problem in a spirit different from 


that which has been exhibited this after- 


noon. ‘Two lists have been placed before 
_ us, one by the Acting Leader of the Op- 
position, and the other by the Acting 


_ Prime: Minister, in regard to unemploy- 
ment in Victoria. 


i do ae beatae it is 





Lie for the oh Ni 
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number of BOO ree 
trades has been over-stated — 
stated. 


5,000 out of pene in one f 
Mr. JOWETT.—Certzinly, if tk 
20,000 men out of pe | 


out of cnplOptiant the Be 
times more serious, and the fig 
four times more material to the a1 


Mr. JOWETT. —What as ma 


nnempleuaen does exist to a larg | 
whether it has increased, whether 
be cured, and whether effective 
that end are being taken. I no 
the honorable member for West 
(Mr. Ryan) ineluded amongst 
torian unemployed 5,000 members 
Victoria-Riverina branch. of the 
lian Workers Union. If that is 
the total of 13,500 unemployed men 
by him cannot be charged wholly 
Victoria. Other trades ,quoted b 
honorable member inceluded—bu 
1,000 unemployed, and elothin ‘7 
From yesterday’ Ss newspaper 
similar list in regard to New South W 
and I particularly note that there are 1 
that State not less than 6,000 une 103 

transport workers, 585 cold st 
ployees, and 700 engine-drivers: 0 
men, In view of the class of oceup 
in which such large numbers a 
ployed, it would appear that 1 ' 
ment is not greatly due to lack of Gon 
ment expenditure. I propose to ¢6: 

the extent to which any Goyernme 
provide employment for any ¢ 
number of people. To this qu 





cure. 


wie that the present ee 
very largely cured. They have 
the Commonwealth Government 
having spent enough money in 


te mc 





























But, in reality, unemploy- 
an be removed only by attacking 
a . One form of cure suggested 
our friends opposite is to induce 


lth Pe he etinciht to spend more money. 
bmit, however, that, unless Govern- 
S are engaged in reproductive un- 


ible. employment for any one except 
priving other people of profitable 
loyment. True, a Government may 
ve certain number of people on the 
(een salary list; but every 
1 
1 ute in this way is taken out 
a sf ' the pockets of some one else, 
ay eprives the general citizens of the 
of providing private employment. 
k the House is fully impressed with 
spect of the question, and I need 
well on it further. I submit, now, 
‘unemployment is not caused by a 
of Government expenditure. Why, 
the tk als of such expenditure, past and 
] ae are 2 Gums i 


. JOWETT.—I am not in a posi- 
to confirm or deny the statement, 
‘In my opinion, has no bearing on 
question before us. [I repeat that 
nployment is not caused by any lack 
vernment Mae ca and any sey 


ate oe 


Can aber ‘for South Sydney (Mr. 
- Riley) what he thinks are the reasonable 
and probable causes of this? Is it not 
rgely due to the falling-off of employ- 
ae nent in everything connected with ship- 
; ‘Mr. (Rink High freights. 

* May J ee -—The honorable mem- 





: p14 bee cibhcst! i wall ae 


charge m may we nai Mea iet the An 


takings, they cannot in reality provide 


‘there are higher duties. 





(Formal). 





‘is Ppa ca ocean freights are prevent- 
‘ing goods from being shipped from Aus- 
and we must also take into ac- - 
high Inter-State freights, 


traha ; 
count the ve 
though personally I have not had so | 
much experience in regard to the latter. 


‘However, the result is that goods are not ~ aa 
being carried that otherwise would be, « 


Mr. Ritey.—There are also high rates 
of interest. ae 

Mr. JOWETT.—I have been paying 
intérest practically all my life; but f do 
not. consider that the higher rates now 
prevailing are affecting the conditions to 
any appreciable extent. The position is 
that the costs ef production throughout 
the world have been enormously enhanced 
during and since the war, and have now 
reached the point at which the consumer — 
refuses to pay. The result is that the 
shopkeepers are unable to purchase from 
the producers, or the wholesale people, 
and thus production in every industry is 
affected. Some reference was made by 
the honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
Charlton) to the lack of employment in 
timber mills, many of which, he said, are 
being closed. We heard much of this 
subject during the debate on the Tariff- 

Mr. Rivey.—I thought. there would — 
have been plenty of employment now 


JOWETT.—We are not now dis- 
cussing the Tariff; but, if we were, I 
should remind honorable’ members that. 
the advocates of high duties have been 
able to pile Pelion on Ossa—practically 
every duty asked for has been given. 

Mr. Breri,—Oh, no! 

Mr. JOWETT.—I admit that even the 
Committee was staggered at some of the 
proposals. However, no one can posssibly 
say that there is unemployment in Aus- 
tralia because the duties are not high 
enough. In my opinion, the unemploy- 
ment in the timber trade _ is yobviously 
caused by the excessive cost of building. 
This. cost has become so excessive, so pre- 
posterous, and extortionate, that people 


Mr. 


are refusing to buy or build houses until 


it is reduced;:and the same apples m 


almost every industry in Australia at the 
During the war, and 
immediately afterwards, the whole worl dae 
passed through a phase of almost mad ex- : 
Money was circulated very | 
freely, and vast numbers of people seemed ic 
to think that the supply would last jor Mi 


present moment. 
travagance. 


ever; they got the idea that the natural 





blame,» 


thing was to gee rid of whieh: money shay 
had in the quickest possible way, and 
were willing to pay any price asked. 
This Jed the shopkeepers and other 
traders to raise their prices, and costs 


of production were raised to  fol- 
low. It may be that prices were 
raised first; but, at any rate, all 


increases were passed on to the con- 
sumers, and so long as they were willing 
to pay, everything was all right. But it 
was quite impossible for that state of 
affairs to last; and now the time has come 
when consumers refuse to pay. I do not 
dispute the figures as to the number of 
those who are out of employment; but the 
only way to securing employment is to 
make it profitable for employers to em- 
ploy; every other remedy is futile to the 
last degree. It is a matter of re-adjust- 
ment; of asking the people of Australia 
and the rest of the world whether they 
are prepared to adapt themselves to the 
changed conditions, or prefer to run 
violently down a steep place into the sea 
of unemployment, distress, and disaster. 

Mr. Maxin.—How would you suggest 
that the re-adjustment be made? 

Mr. JOWETT.—In the first place, by 
a reduction in the cost of living; and, 
in the second place, by a re-adjustment in 
‘the cost of production. 


| Sir Joseen Coox.—The cost of produc- 
tion surely determines the cost of living? 


Mr. JOWETT.—Not entirely; the 
honorable member has put his finger on 
a very important economic truth, which, 
however, is subject’ to conditions and 
qualifications. In my opinion, it is high 
time there was a truce—a party truce and 
a elass-prejudice truce—on the questions 


of the cost of living and unemployment. 


I am distressed beyond measure at the 
attitude of speakers this afternoon, in the 
earlier part of the debate, who regard 
the serious and important subject before 
us as a party matter—as a means of at- 
tacking or defending the Commonwealth 
Government or the Government in some 
of the States. I deplore any attempt to 
make this a class Question; it is a matter 
for the whole people to consider and 
remedy in consultation. Now, how can 
the cost of living be brought down ? In 
this connexion I think @ classes are to 
First, the consumers, the large 


Ms eg) of whom are the -wage-earners, are. 





_{REPRESENTATIVES : 


the same time, I do not consider ¢ 


the principles of distributive ¢ 


Mia reduce the cost of living. These ne 


excessive prices for the eos 



























laaaly responsible un the ines 
of living, and they themselves, toa 
extent, have the remedy in th 
hands. 

Mr. Frenron.—What does ‘tha 
—to go without? Lo 

Mr. JOWETT.—_No; a means | 
into operation some organization 
of demanding lower prices. 


Mr. Fenron.—In some cases such 
eee are boycotted at the sou ( 
pply. 


Vs JOWETT.—That may We 


people of Australia have made a 
like a serious attempt to put into” 


tion, which would largely solve’ 
problem of the high cost of living. 
this connexion I should like to r 
an incident which happened earli 
life. Immediately after I left si 
was sent to a small town in the West 
ing of Yorkshire to learn the wool tre 
and I found myself in a centre of 
Ley, effort. There, | the. 


Mr. JOWETT._No; but if 
50 miles from Rochdale, and 


hills. 


Mr. JOWETT.—That is qui 


Mr. Rirzy.—There are ¢o- 
stores all over Ena he and. si 
is unemployment, : 


Mr. JOWETT.—Let us go 
step; I am now dealing with a sug; 


following the example of the R 
pioneers, placed themselves in | 

to buy goods wholesale for e¢ 
rented buildings from which the 
distribute them amongst themsel1 


Mr. Rarey. To they 
1 peapeaa g HD 


took steps ‘to see iba they "7 : 































. by me that would go a eae way to- 
wards solving the unemployed problem. 
_ Eighteen months ago there was not a. 
"great deal of unemployment. In Aus- 
tralia, as elsewhere, wages were high and 
. employment was more abundant than at 
any other time in our history. If the 
! working classes at that time had adopted 
some such method as I have just men- 
tioned, they would have been in a much 
better’ position to-day to cope with the 
e “unemployed difficulty. Although there 
are large numbers of unemployed, there 
‘are enormous numbers who to-day are 
‘nob ‘unemployed, but who are in receipt 

“of good wages, and have the means of 
ving very comfortably, provided they 

iat goods at reasonable prices. If 
those people would devote some of their 
savings to co-operative effort they would 


- Bstr.—Who is to take the first 


a J OWETT —The people them- 
“selves, and this House, instead of engag- 
ing in party wrangling, should assist 
‘them. The discussion of questions of this 
kind should be absolutely free from party 
 atrife and class prejudices. T admit that 
those who are not in employment cannot 
‘do anything i in the direction of co-opera- 
| tive effort for obtaining goods at reason- 
_ able prices, but unless those of the work- 
_ img classes who are in employment are 
‘prepared to take steps to reduce the cost 
of ving, they .will be lacking in their 
Hie uty to themselves. That is my point. 

“I come now to another aspect of the 
st of living. We have had many 


at 








think it is now admitted that all price- 
is regulations have practically failed. 
yy have failed for several reasons. In 
he first place, the penalties become in- 
onl and, in addition to that, every- 
_ body knows that, for all practical pur- 

poses, it is impossible to get people to in- 
¥ form against those who violate a price- 


8 i Me. Frenton.—Why did ‘the honorable 
OE member, and those associated with. him, 


















he hes. 

| they did not fix the an against any 
i one. 

ba Mr. Pun ran SOW ho fend the price ot 
‘4s. 34d. per Ib.? 


[14 Jorn, aay 


- Oiraah) 





Mr. J OWETT. —That is the price at. 


which the wool was sold by the wool- 


growers of Australia to the Imperial Go- 
vernment. 
Government and the people of Australia 
with wool at the cheapest price. 


We provided the Imperial — 


There 


was no price-fixing in the ordinary sense 


of the term. There was merely a sale. 


Sir Josepu Coox.—I suppose that ins 
cidentally the wool-grower took all that |” 


he could get. 
Myr. 


merchants, distributors, 
working men, who have not been pre- 


pared to take all the reward they could 


wages. 


JOWETT.—I have not met, in ‘a 
any country, any people, whether traders, Pi 
prodtcers, or — 


get in the shape of prices, profits, or. 
They all consider that what they 9 ~ 


get is just reward for the services they | ~ 
render the community, and I am not so ) ~ 


sure that they are wrong. 


I repeat that 
the people. should take steps to enable 


goods to be distributed amongst them- 


selves at a lower cost. 


Tt have dealt with 


the question of the cost of living. I come — 


now to the cause of unemployment in 
Australia at the present moment, and 
which IL fear is not likely to improve 


under: present conditions, nor in view of — 


the present attitude of the public mind. 
Mr. Riney.—Would a change of Go- 
vernment help? 


Mr. 
would. 


Mr. Ryan.—A change of Government 


policy would. 


Mr. JOWETT.—Nor do I coraiten a 
change of Government policy would do 
any good whatever. What is wanted is 
a change on the part of the people them- 
selves. The cause of unemployment is 
that in many important industries and 
large businesses it does not pay to carry 
on at present costs and present prices. 
If we want the people to be prosperous 
and profitably employed we must have 


JOWETT.—I do not think it 


the employers of the community engaged A 


in industries that are profitable. 


From y 
the moment an industry ceases te be pro-. 


fitable, because the prices which those = 


engaged i in it are receiving for their goods 


do not compensate them for the cost of 


producing or selling them, there is a ten- 
dency to diminish operations. 


nexion with unemployment. 


wk 


That, one 
might almost say, is a natural law, and — 
is so obvious that it is amazing to fd ~~ 
that it is continually disregarded in con- _ 


iM 
ah 


If ~e wanb 
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the people to a pcospealy anes 


we must see to it that it pays employers _ 


to carry on their business. 

Mr. Rrury.—How is that to be done? 

Mr. 
them to obtain profitable prices for what 
they sell, or to carry on at a profit. | 

Mr. Ritev.—The honorable member is 
a practical man; will he tell us how that 
is to be done? 

Mr. JOWETT.—It is to be done by 
a total readjustment of costs. I can say 
no more. Every one knows what the 
costs are. 

Mr, Gass. —Say, like Barwell, ‘‘ Wages 
must come down.’’ 

Mr. JOWETT.—I do not think it is a 
question of wages more than of anything 
else. It is a question of the complete re- 
adjustment of costs. These costs have 
been raised to meet a period of very high 
prices. We are now entering upon a 
period of very low prices. We have 
already done so, so far as wholesale prices 
are concerned. 

Mr. Lavettr.—In what respect? 

Mr. JOWETT.—This afternoon [ re- 
ceived from Sydney a letter dated 12th 
July, in which the statement appears 
1 Both the sheep and cattle market yes- 
terday suffered a severe set back.’’? This 
letter is from a reputable firm of fat stock 
salesmen, and it sets out that ‘‘ Prime 
ee made 3$d., other mutton 21d. to 
23d.” 

Dr. Matonsey.—Is that the live weight ? 

Mr. JOWETT.—No, dead weight. 
That is the cost per pound to the whole- 
sale butcher. He may sell to the retailer 
ata higher price, but every retail butcher 


ian Sydney was able to buy cheap at this 


price on the date named. 
Mr. Frenton.—At what price is that 
mutton being retailed ? 


Mr. J OWETT. —I cannot say. nay 
consumer should investigate that point 
for himself. I could give some extra- 
ordinary instances of the variation in 
prices paid for the same commodities in 
different shops in the same. locality. 


Mr, Laverts.—The figures just quoted 
by the honorable member show how neces- 
sary it was to move as we did a week or 


two ago that the Government should come 


to the assistance of the graziers who were 
suffering. Yet the honorable member 
and his party refused to assist us. 


. Mr. JOWETT.—I think that they 
a Pee that che’ consumers _ themselves 





JOWETT.—Hither by enabling . 

































auld take steps to sée that th 
benefit of these reduced prices 
retail purchases. As long as the 
do that, they cannot reproach bis 

ment or any one else, Mugen 


Theis little that the Gar in 
can do to diminish unemploymen 
by setting in operation the machine 
industry by means of which pri 
ployers will find it profitable to go 
ducing once more to the fullest ext 
and so to give the fullest employme 
the people, and that is not to be se 
by introducing into a discussion of th 
kind party politics or any appeal : 


prejudices, 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [pe 
For 33 years it has been my obj 
Py to pre as unemployment, and 


as bloodshed in war. I regret that 
not seem to be getting. very 
‘‘forrader’’ in dealing with this 
Many schemes for coping with 
been formulated. Among thes 
proposal that we should establi 
farms where a man out of work w 
able to go with his wife and fam 
find employment in some of th 
branches of rural industry, and if 2 
result of this experience he and his wi e 
took a liking to country life, the Gor rr 

ment should assist. him to settle o 

land. While I admit to a certai 
that the Acting Prime Minis 
Joseph Cook) is justified in blamin 
States, and particularly the Victo 
State ‘Government: for not doi ‘ 
work in connexion with soldier s 
ment, still he cannot deny tha 
the responsibility of the Comm 
Government to settle soldiers on t 
I have here a letter from a rel 
Sydney whom I advised to ga 
land, and I shall refer to his ca 
out any desire to criticise the 
ment. The position is that two 
men wanted to take up land, 
them had had farm experien 
so had the wife of the other _ 


could work it ae But th 
that ay regulations aaa 


offer nen single farms. That 
Jaan been a pag 1 poise ) 





























a Commonwealth — 
ba the conditions of land | 


‘ation, I think that we are entitled 
“aah oe the Government that 


rmy i Ren lovad, we can hold out our 
ands. n welcome to every person of the 
vhite races who will come here. The 
t advertisement that Australia has 
‘was given by her soldiers, who 
zoned her name in letters of elory by 
ir deeds during the war. I have had 
ters: from the sons of friends in Old 


ns ‘soldiers were Date ite 1s. a 
, should provide good openings. At 
he beginning of the war; Mr. Fisher of- 

red the last man and the last shilling. 
‘here were then 1,000,000 men in Aus- 
ralia of serviceable age, of whom 700, 006 


‘cepted, a more ie 340, 000 left our 

shores. But what did the wealth of Aus- 
‘tralia contribute? A levy of 25 per cent. 
ould wipe out entirely the agcursed war 


on unborn millions, It would appear 
newspaper statements that we are 
y to obtain from Germany £400,000 
ur share of the indemnity paid to 


ely ee to the last ad- 
the mark to- Reis is yon only one- 


9,20 Baan: Let the Civepaienk accept 
ayment in German goods, being careful 
that it does not take goods of a 
manufactured in Australia. The 
ging of these goods to this country 


be ead to take back our primary 
ducts, and the sale of the goods should 
re ize a very large profit. The Govern- 
ment would control this business as it 
Ssiemeae the sale of our wheat and our 
ool. If, in the course of Years, we ob- 





why it could not have been 











Conca a £40, 600, 000 in idee and e 


mark remained at its present ain nn 
tion, we could, in the manner I speak of, 
wipe out the whole of our loans, I RAH 
finally, to draw attention to a proposal ah 


‘which I put before the Government in 


1914, On the outbreak of war, it was said i 


that the mines of Broken Hill would be _ 


closed. Broken Hill is the only township 
I know of depending wholly on its mines, 
and, knowing the troubles that would — 
occur if the mines were closed, I wrote o 
this letter to the Age— | 


Sir.—On my opening night I suggested that, 
to prevent the Broken Hill and other mines — 
closing down, and so penalizing not only the 
40,000 people of Broken Hill, but also the — 
70,000 human beings dependent upon the 
various mines (as mentioned by Mr, Baillien), — 
that, in consideration of these mines keeping’ © 
in full work, and. so saving untold misery to 
the city of Broken Hill and other places, it 
would be wise on the part of the Common- 
wealth Government to agree to purchase all the 
silver, at the market price before the declara-. 
tion of war, on 30th June, viz., 2s. per oz., as 
shown in your issue of to-day. As each ounce 
of silver coins into 5s. 6d., there would be an 
immediate profit of 175 per cent. (less ex- 
pense of coinage) for all moneys expended by 
the Commonwealth Government. In plain 
words, £1,000,000 spent to buy £1, 000, 000° 
worth of silver won by Australian. workers - 
from Australian mines would give an imme-_ 
diate profit to the Commonwealth of £1,750,000, 
less cost. of minting. As minting in England 
cost 3 per cent. for silver, if a deduction of 5 
per cent. be made for all charges, including 
minting, the total of £2,750,000 of silver coin- 
age, it would Jeave in the hands of the Com-— 
monwealth Government a grand total of silver | 
coin amounting to over £2,612,500 for every 
£1,000,000 expended upon the purchase of 
silver. 


Whilst recqgnising that ° our Alenia 
notes, guaranteed by over 30 tons of gold 
minted “into sovereigns and guarded in “the. : 
Government strong rooms, and “further guaran- 
teed by the Australian continent, which notes | 
are the safest perhaps in the world, yet. ib isa! 
fair to argue that a large number of our citi: 
zens in times of trouble would prefer :to have 
their money in silver coins rather than in 
paper money. The lead, tin, and other pro-— 
ducts of the various mines could be arranged. ‘i 
to be taken over by the Commonwealth Go- — 
vernment at the ruling market rate on 30th : 
June last. The Commonwealth having agreed > 
to purchase the various mineral products on 
these or similar lines, with a view to prevent, E 
unemploy ment of the workers, with its kaa ny 
quent misery, poverty, and distress, the State 
in their sovereign power, contingent on ihe 
mine-owners refusing to work the nine 


‘should be prepared to take possession and work | 


the mines at the risk of the owners. The law 
of eminent domain is as powerful now as. ine 
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\ mM 
the days of Blackstone, endowing each State in 
its hour of need to take possession for the bene- 
fit of the community, Should any profit be 
made by the State working the mines, such 
profit could be handed over to the owners; and, 


if a loss occurred, the mine-owners must accept: 


that misfortune as a penalty for closing down 
their mines and depriving the workers and 
all dependent upon them of their means of 
existence. There should be small possibility 
of loss in the case of the State working the 
mines, for they have not to provide any inte- 
rest on the plant, &e. 


In conclusion, whilst I am grateful for the 
efforts made by the various companies, I con- 
sider that true patriotism would be shown by 
their keeping on full time, and not on half 
time or less. 

Yours &e., 


W.. MALONEY, 


House of Representatives, 11th August, 1914. 


The directors of the Broken Hill com- 
panies asked me to give them an inter- 
view, and after several talks with Mr. 
Baaillieu, I was permitted, to offer, in 
their name, to the then Prime Minister 
(Mr. Andrew Fisher) all their metals at 
30 per cent. less than pre-war prices in 
England, and they promised to continue 
to work the mines. On the minting of 
£1,000,000 worth of silver at 1s. 42d. per 
'oz., that would have given a profit of 
£2,928,571, less the cost of minting. 
Unfortunately I could not persuade Mr. 
Fisher, who followed the advice of Mr. 
Allen, who could not see very far in 
this matter, to accept the offer. Had it 
been taken, honorable members can see 
that the Government would have made 
at least £20,000,000 in profits, because 
silver went as high at 5s. 6d. an ounce, 
tin to as high as £300 a ton, and lead to as 
high as £70 a ton. IT have made these 
. Suggestions hurriedly, because the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Ryan) has 
promised that this debate shall be con- 
cluded very shortly; but I, commend 
them, to the attention of Ministers. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [6.0t-—L 
listened carefully to the speeches of the 
mover of the amendment and the Leader 
of the Government to find out what were 
their remedies for the unemployment 
that: prevails; but the only thing sug- 
gested was the further extension of Go- 
vernment enterprise, which is like pre- 
scribing, as a cure for hydrophobia, a 
hair of the dog that bit you. Both Com- 
monwealth and State revenue and expen- 
diture have increased enormously. during 
the past few years. In seven years, the 
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of increased production, which the war 
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New South Wales expenditure he 
creased from about £14,000,000 
£34,000,000 and that of the Comn 
wealth from £15,000,000 to £60,000,000, 
and there is more unemployment now 
‘than there was at the beginning of tha 
period. Both publicly and privately o 
finances are straitened at present. Fe 
the past four years the Commonwealtl 
has been financing repatriation, but i 
money has been used by the States in heu 
of expenditure on their own account 
on developmental works; what they © 
have raised by loan ‘being spent use- 
lessly in administration ‘uihead ah 
being devoted to reproductive work 
The larger States have sinned especial 
in this respect. But the Commonwealth 
has not done anything in a large way 
improve matters. In my opinion, ac 
tion could be taken which would remedy 
unemployment, though that action is not 
of the kind contemplated by the mover ~ 
of the amendment. hee Tan 
Mr. Ropcers.—He did not 
any remedy. BIAS 
Mr. Rvan.—1 suggested that the 
vernment should fulfil its obligations, 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—The causes of 
unemployment are world wide. But it i 
recognised that agricultural countries ree 
cover more readily than others from the 
effects of war. There has been a period 
of under-production, followed by a peri 


a 


Tue 
4 


a 
sugees! 


worn countries have not been in a posi 
tion to absorb. They are consequent 
suffering froma sort of indigestion. — 


Mr. Manony.—How could we eu 
that? | ean 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—By the usu 


method of limiting and regulating + 
supplies of food. We can most quickl 
get back to normal conditions by reduc 
ing taxation to the smallest possible di- 
mensions, and avoiding the borrowing ¢ 
money, because taxation and local loan 
especially, take out of circulation eapit 
which would otherwise be devoted to pi 
vate enterprise, and would provide em 
ployment on reproductive works. Gover 
mental action in this direction will do 
much to re-establish public confidence 
and credit, and induce outside capital - 
be invested. Peay. 
Mr. Fenton.—Does the honorable mer 
ber suggest that there should be an a 
solute cessation of public expenditure ¢ 
reproductive public works? Ve ca 








‘Dr, EARLE PAGE.—We should, as 


: far as\possible, confine our public. expen- 
' diture to reproductive works. Whatever 


money is expended by the Government 
‘should be so laid out as to insure that 
walue is received. I was glad to hear the 
oy suggestion of the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) concerning the 
* reduction of the cost of living and the 
means whicli the Government might 
. employ in that direction. But I am 
opposed to the provision of govern- 
4 mental work of a kind such as has been 
"found in Australia before, where works 
of a non-productive character were under- 
taken for the sheer sake of giving the un- 
employed something to do. About twenty 
‘fears age, when unemployment was rife, 
‘after the Boer war, many thousands of 
pounds were spent at Shea’s Creek in 
_ shifting sand. . 
>>) Sir Jospepx Coox—That work has 
‘paid for itself over and over again, I 
_ might mention. 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—From what I re- 
member of it, the men would shift sand 
one day and move it back to its original 
spot the next. 
fe we Sir Josspu Coox.—Valuable land was 
reclaimed. 
- Dr. EARLE PAGE.—However that 
may be, there is plenty of national de- 
+ velopmental work which could be carried 
cut without finding tasks for the unem- 
ployed, such as shifting sand. There is, 
- for example, a big project which might 
well be undertaken in my own electorate. 
"Mr. Ryan.— Would the, honorable 
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member favour urging the Government 
 * to make £2,000,000 available to open up 
the Burnett lands? ) 
\ Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I suggest a con- 
- ference with the State authorities where- 
by each could bring forward the most 
‘ ‘urgent and promising scheme in each 
State, and thus some progressive policy 
» of getting on with the most payable pro- 





positions could be undertaken. 

'» Mr. Ryan—The honorable member 
* does not join with me in urging im- 
_. mediate action respecting the Burnett 
lands? | o 
) ) Dr EARLE PAGE.—I am not pre- 







able member’s views, since his party can- 


. \ 
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didate in Maranoa says he is in favour 
of urging Government action. I merely 


want his leader to tell that gentleman 
that he is wrong. 


Dr, EARLE PAGE.—The candidate’ 
has the advantage of full knowledge of 
the whole proposition, probably, and my 
policy is, as I have stated, that a con- ~ 
ference should be held with the State ~ 
authorities, whereby each could bring | 
forward the most promising scheme in 
each State. : 


One other matter with which I desire 
to deal refers to the bringing about of a 
state of affairs whereby industry can be 
conducted profitably. During the past 
ten years the total production of the 
Commonwealth has actually decreased 25 
per cent. in quantity, although there has 
been an increase mm values amounting to 
almost £100,000,000. For the falling of 
in production the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment_are, to some extent, responsible. 
They are responsible with regard to the 
muddle over the building of War Service 
Homes. These homes have not been con- 
structed so that it can be said that they 
provide the greatest value for the money 
spent. Moreover, there is a considerable 
public reaction in that the methods of 
employment .and the handling of ma- 
terials devoted to the construction of 
soldiers’ homes have interfered with pri- 
vate building projects, and made the cost 
of building soar out of the reach of many. 
There are other matters also which have 
tended to bring about lessened production. — 
The effect of recent Arbitration Court. 
awards has been to interfere very mate- 
rially with employment. Industry has © 
been hampered. In the timber industry 
the last Federal award given was so wide- 
reaching and vexatious in its application, 
that. dozens of saw-mills- which might 
have been employing any number from 
ten to twenty-five men each, to-day have. 
eeased activities. JI have known of seve-_ 
ral 
approached their employers and told them 
that they recognised the seriousness of the 
position, and were willing to sign up at 
the previous wages if only the employers — 
would keep the mills going. Similar -re- 
marks apply to the sugar workers im 
Queensland. In ong mill the workers 
came to the manager and asked him to ~ 
fight the latest application to the Court, 
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instanees in which workmen have . 
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ae very dangerous corner. 
man throughout Australia has sufficient 
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because they realized that the inevitable 
result would be the destruction of the in- 
dustry which employed them. We have 


also such instances as that of Mt. Lyell, 


where the mine authorities, because of 
the reduced price of copper, expressed 
willingness to carry on, without suggest- 
ing any reduction in wages, if the men 
would consent to .a very slight increase 
in the number of hours worked. 


Mr. MoGraru.—Does the honorable 
member now suggest that, in order to de- 
erease unemployment, it will be well to 
imerease hours of labour? 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I am pointing 


out that the industry is entirely depen- 


dent on the export price of copper. The 


directors announced that— 


They welcomed the suggestion that an ar- 
rangement should be devised for meeting the 
situation on the basis of increased efficiency, 
fin order to test results. The working arrange- 
ments proposed by the company did not entail 
a reduction of one penny in the existing rates 
of wages, and involved only one alteration in 
working conditions, viz., the underground men 
to work forty-eight hours in alternate weeks, 
instead of forty-four hours each week. The 
offer was made in the belief that the good-will 
of the unions and the employees in a combined 
endeavour to co-operate with the company 
would justify the continuance of operations. 


I think that is quite a reasonable proposi- 


tion, because, at present, we are right up 
against things financially. We are in a 


very tight corner, and there is only one 
way to get round it. That is, not for 
the leaders of the men to try to antago- 
nize the classes, but to persuade all to 
pull together. We need to produce more, 
and to produce more of the right things. 
There are many men in Queensland who 
are anxious to work at rates which would 
be satisfactory to them. The employers 
cannot pay more, and yet they cannot 
give employment. at those rates, because 
they would be liable to prosecution for 
employing hands at less than the award 
rates. A valuable suggestion has been 
made, namely, that there should be a tem- 
porary suspension of arbitration awards, 
so that Australia might be helped around 
The working 


political power, and the general public 
has sufficient native fairmindedness to 
secure for him a, fair deal when matters 
improve. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney): [6.17].— 


_ I desire to say only a few words in the 


th 


} abe Razr 
Bevis; i 
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aloof and upon their dignity. 


‘Sir Denison Miller, Governor of the 


railway gauges is a big national > 





























































interests of the unemployed © 
trict. In South Sydney there ar 
ous factories, and I assure the 
Prime Minister that anything he 
to alleviate distress will be wel 


duty of the Government to c¢o- 
with and assist State Governments. 


The Federal authorities should no 


should consider what national wor 
be beneficially started with the hi 
the Commonwealth. So far I have 
nothing definite proposed, but th 
one direction in which something mig. 
done which would benefit the prit 
producers and, thus, the whole 
munity. I understand that a pr 
report has been submitted by the 
missioners who are investigating the 1 
ter of a uniform railway gauge. 
rate, that report is almost complete 
according to press statements, the 
tion is to advocate the adoption of 
84 in. gauge throughout the Coz 
wealth, If the Federal authoriti a 
render assistance so that men may be 
placed upon the work of standardizi ; 
railway gauges, a great, national wo 
have been inaugurated. Unemple 
will have been largely done away 
and the Commonwealth will be bo 
benefit. Before the war a Con 
wealth Labour Government lent 
States £18,000,000 for public 

because there was a tendency towa 
panic and a slump in publie undertak 
Now is the time for Commonwealth 
State leaders to show their statesma: 
in coping with unemployment and 
glut in the labour market. The best bri 
of the country should be brought to 
on the problem, and a vigorous” 
works policy undertaken. To a d 
tion which waited on him a few day 


monwealth Bank, said that he could 
the money to carry on the public ¥ 
of the country if a scheme were pu 
fore him. ‘am id 

Mr. Roperrs.—The Commonw: 
Government has found £10,000,000 
public works, with the principle of 
ference to soldiers, during the last 
years. | My ! 

Mr. RILEY.—The unification 
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D Hroetedte has Ratamens 
. have been made by Sir Denison 
very extraordinary. ~ 


5 Y.—He said that ‘ie could 

gney if the proposed works 
‘reproductive and the Government 
behind ‘them. ‘There is no doubt 
the Government want money from 
monwealth Bank they can get it. 
the drawbacks of the present situ- 
hat the private banks are con- 
Ny currency; they will not lend 
ney. A similar effect has been 











































ee mals from his point of view, 
‘1 “instead of » Paget the bonds, 


c v9 Ti oes would be no ee 
£; ‘in the Commonwealth to-day. The 
asurer is ante over money to those 





| ease Cook. The honorable 
ban is suggesting that I should tax 
le people in order to hand the money 
- to the State ara ae se in the 
m™m of loans. 


‘e RILEY .—The States are prepared 
pay interest for the money. ‘The 
le will be taxed to pay the higher rate 
nterest which the Treasurer will have 


pay on Wig new loans. 


ie ate fad lent that money to the 

| nments for reproductive pub- 

C big avenue of employment 

ret aM 

uld have been opened up, and money 
d been saved to the Common- 

ee it not have been better 






a £3,000, 000. maldiee provided he ihe Clan: 


Navy (Mr. Laird Smith) and his officer, 





" monwealth: Government, and the Trea- 
surer has told us that, as soon as 
the necessary certificates are raceinal 
from the State Government, the Com- 
monwealth will pay. If the Treasurer, — 
instead of paying off bond-holders, had : 
kept the money in circulation, an 
provided employment for the ie 
he would have shown bo 
manship. 
Corner speak about the neces a 
economy, If they are sincere, instead of 
proposing that the workers should work 
longer hours at reduced wages, they might — 
direct their attention to the Military Col- 
lege at Duntroon, where there are 81 
students and 170 officials. The military 
party in this country needs watching) and 
if I were seeking economy that is the M 
direction in which I would look for ib. 
I hope the Government will make ivatine a 
able money for the carrying on of re 
patriation work in connexion with the — 
erection of soldiers’ homes, and that 
amends will be made for the ‘large num- 
ber of men thrown out of emp ey 
at Cockatoo Island, Aiiamaiegasae eel 
elsewhere. 


Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [6. 27 FP ant 




























‘sorry that the time allotted to this debate. 


is so limited, because I desired to say a ~ 
little shout the manner ie wehion the : 
Acting Prime Minister (Sir Joseph — 
Cook) has. dodged his responsibilities. — i 
The action of the Government in dis- aN 
placing a large number of men from _ 
Cockatoo Dock without any legitimate _ 
reason stamps them as men who are noi — 
worthy of the confidence of the people. 
The Treasurer knew a month. or two : 
before hand what was to happen ° a 
Cockatoo Island. The Minister for the: nf 

















intimated officially to the Treasurer what. 
would happen and what would be the 
consequences, and the Treasurer sat idly 


thrown out of employment, with the: 
result that their wives and families hav 
been short of food ever since, 

Sir Josepn OCoox.—The honerabl \ 
member knows that that is a gross travesty th 
of the facts. : ae 

‘Mr. MAHONY.—That is the ia es 
according to the sworn evidence of officials es 
(fot va mee 0 ecamiaeihs: ey 
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ee Josep Coox. ie 





ats distress as is any man, 


"Mr. LIVINGSTON (Barker). [6.28].— 


A The honorable member for South Sydney 
(Mr. Riley) stated that at Duntroon 


College there are only eighty-one students 


and 170 officials. That statement should 
be investigated, for if it is true it 1s an 
indication of what will happen at Oan- 
berra when Parliament is transferred 
there, We ought to be ashamed of our- 
selves for wasting time as we have done 
to-day. This is a time when the best 
brains of Parliament should, be  co- 
operating for the benefit of the people, 
and I was surprised at the Acting Leader 
of the Opposition (Mr. Ryan) doing what 
he did, because he has a lot of sound 
common sense. 
when we shall all join together to pro- 
mote the interests of Australia, instead 
of the different parties | fighting each 
other as they are doing to-day. We are 
told that there are thousands of unem- 
ployed in the country, but what are hon- 
orable members doing to relieve the 
trouble? Nothing but put speeches into 
Hansard to be distributed im order to 
 eatch votes at the next election. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
M, Chanter).—The question is that all 
_ the words after “That” be struck out, 
with a view to inserting other words. 
Mr. Ryan.—I merely moved to insert 
| certain words. 


‘Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—The in- 


variable practice in putting an amehd- 


ment: of this sort is to first ask the House 
to decide whether the words Peqprs to 
| be. omitted shall stand. ‘ 


Mr. Ryaw.—But I did not propose to. 


! ‘ant any words. I moved to insert cer- 
tain words in’ the motion, and I. de- 

Uberately. framed my amendment in that 

way in order to get a positive vote on it. 


‘Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—I shall 


follow the usual practice by putting the 
amendment i in the form I have stated. 


Mr, 
omit anything. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—I am ae 


ee the procedure invariably adopted 
by Mr. Speaker in such cases. If the 


honorable member disagrees with my rul- 


ing, a apy move to dissent later. 





i “houpeeblp i 
ui Saber is as much responsible for that 


I hope the day will come 


Ryan.—But I have not moved to 















i i ae stand part of ‘the “questi 
The House divided. ° aah: 


nie es 
Noes .. 
Majority 


Bamford, F. W...~ 
Bell, G. J. | 
Blundell, R. P. 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Foster, Richard 








Francis, F. H. Smith, Ta 
Gibson, W. G. Stewart, big @ 
Greene, W. M. Wise, G, E 
Gregory, H. . one 
Groom, L. E. Tellers’. ie 
Higgs, W. G. 
Hill, W. ©. Story, W. He) 
NOEs, - ae | 

Anstey, F. Moloney, Parker uf 
Charlton, M. Riley, EK. EN 
Fenton, J. E. Ryan, £. Je 
Gabb, J. M. 
Lavelle, RS Me Tellers s. 
Makin, N. J. O. Mahony, W. 
McGrath, D. C.* Mathews, he ai 

. Pats. : yf Oe 
Hughes, W. M. Tudor, F. G: 
Poynton, A. Brennan, By 
Bruce, S. Mi. Lazzarini, Hi P 
Bayley, J. G. West, J. nou 


Best, Sir Robert 
Burchell, R. J. 
Chapman, Austin 
Jackson, D. 8. 
Lamond, Hector 
Marks, Ww. M. 
Bowden, BE. K. 


In division: 


Mr. Ryan.—I take a point 
You, Mr. Deputy. Speaker, have 
the House to vote on. the questi 
the words proposed to be omit 
I have not proposed to omit an 
Therefore I ask you what are th 
as. tothe omission of —, we 
voting ? : 


Maloney, Dr. 
Watkins, D. Ll 
| Catts, J. H. 

McDonald; ve 
Nicholls, 5. 

Blakeley, Ae 
mete ae wm, L 


already sails the Gee: Ix | 

with the honorable an annee Ss 

afterwards, - 4 
Mr. Rvan.—But I am Rae 


of order. 


sion. : 
Mr. Ryan. —In ieee the qt ! 
you have done the House is being: 
decide that certain words shall sta 

of the Tmotion, 


If the baie o> 


ey A 





Tariff Board 

Ay) putas 1 ‘moved ‘it, and as°I contend it 
_ *should be stated to the House, and were 
| defeated, it would still be possible for an- 
__ other honorable member to move the in- 
 sertion of other words. An important 
principle is involved. | 





Wy Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Motion (by Sir JosrpH Coox) pro- 


‘ 
a fae Pune: 







Sitting suspended from 6.40 to 8 p.m. 
Mr. Ryan.—I do not desire to delay 
the House by pressing the point of order 












Oey “peint, : 

- Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—The hon- 
- orable member’s rights will be preserved. 
Original question resolved in the nega- 


ie _ tive. 
i. PARIFF BOARD BILL. 


Srconp Reaprina. 


ight Debate resumed from 13th July (vide 
‘page 10031), on motion by Mr. Grerenzr— 
That this Bill be now read a second time. 
Upon which Mr. Fenron had moved, by 
way of amendment— 
_ hat all the words after the word “now ” 
~ be left out with a view to.insert in lieu 
‘thereof the words:—‘ withdrawn for the pur- 
"pose of immediately re-casting and re-intro- 
ducing so as to provide for— 
TNE ( i) adequate guarantees for the primary 
Rog. producers and consumers generally 
a that they can obtain locally-manufac- 
a tured articles or goods at reasonable 
prices ; 
{b) the securing of proper wages and con- 
3 ditions for those employed in pro- 















oh i tected industries.” 
_ Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
"Trade and Customs) [8.1].—I do not 
4 wish to delay the House at this stage 
a more than a few minutes; but I do de- 
3  gire to say a word or two in reply to some 
of the observations that have been made. 
First, I wish to deal with the point raised 
_ ‘by the honorable member for Maribyr- 
~. nong (Mr. Fenton) and others that this 
Bill is not a fulfilment of the definite 
- promise I made to the Committee of 
Wi. and Means when this matter was 
5 Me mentioned. On page 8307 of Hansard, 
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and the previous page, will be found all 
I said in regard to it. I outlined briefly ( 
what the duties of the Board would be, — 
and then dealt with this particular sub- 
ject in so far as it applied to the mea- 
sures we propose to take to deal with any 
manufacturer who might take advantage — 
of the protection afforded him by the 
Tarif or to act in a way detrimental to 
the public, 

Mr. Fantrow.—Does the Minister say 
he made these remarks in introducing the 
Tariff originally? | 

Mr. GREENE.—No; it was when T. 
was speaking in reply on the general de- 
bate on the Tariff. I outlined in very 
general terms what we proposed to do, . 
and referred to the method I thought | 
would be desirable in dealing with reports | 
from the Board which must be presented, 
relating to this particular subject—that 
is, the taking of undue advantage by 
manufacturers—and I said— | 

This report will set out what the offence is ‘ 
and it is the duty of the Board to make a 
recommendation to do one of two things— 
réduce the duty, specifying the extent te 
which it shall be reduced, or abolish it.. 

Then I proceeded. to say how the House 
would deal with the report, and then con- 
tinued— 


The proposal is that, in the event of its 
being found that any manufacturer is tak- 
ing undue advantage of the ‘Tariff, the matter 
comes practically automatically to this House, — 
and this House must discuss and decide whe- 
ther the duty shall be reduced, and the extent 
to which it shall be reduced, or whether it - 
shall be totally abolished. 

That was all I said in reference to that 
particular subject. It was suggested that — 
what we proposed to do was unconstitu-_ 
tional, and I said the remedy the Go- 
vernment was proposing was, we believed, 
within the powers of the Constitution se 
that is to say, that, inasmuch as the 
House had imposed the duty in dealing 
with a report made in accordance with 
paragraph h of sub-clause 1 of clause 
14 of the Bill, it could for any reason. 
that appeared to it good and sufficient, 
reduce or abolish the duty. +4 

Mr. Fenron.—aAfter report by the 
Board 2 Pee 

Mr. GREENE.— After report by the — 
Board. JI therefore claim that the pro- 
visions of this measure are a complete — 
fulfilment of the definite promise I made 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
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I now propose to deal very briefly with 
the amendment proposed by the honor- 
able member for Maribyrnong, and sup- 
ported by a number of honorable mem- 
bers opposite. To do what the honor- 
able member proposes would be _ to 
turn the Tariff Board into an Industrial 
Court, and also into a price-fixing Board. 
There is now ample provision on our own 
statute-book, and on the statute books of 
the various States, to deal with wages and 
conditions of labour, and so on; the 
workers always have the remedy in 
their own hands in regard to this 
matter, whether the industry be a 
protected or an unprotected one. 
Then, I do not believe that price-fixing 
is any remedy for the evil of which 
the honorable member for Maribyrnong 
speaks. In any case, such a remedy can 
only be applied partially; '\it cannot be 
applied to imported goods sold alongside 
Australian goods; 
altogether, I am entirely opposed to any 
remedy of this character being applied. 
T do not believe that price-fixing can ac- 
complish anything along the lines sug- 
gested. During the war, while cer- 
tain phenomenal conditions existed, 
and a number of commodities were 
under controls of various kinds, 
price-fixing was unavoidable. We could 
not deal with the many problems 
which we had facing us at that time ex- 
cept by some price-fixing regulations; but 
when’ we come to the normal conditions of 
peace, it is utterly impossible to conduct 
commerce along those lines. 
reasons [ am going to ask the House to 
decline to agree to the amendment of the 
honorable member for Maribyrnong. 

Mr. Fenron.—The trouble is that a 
manufacturer who happens to trespass Is 
penalized, while the wholesale and other 
dealers go scot-free. 


Mr. Stewart.—That is the weak spot. 


in the whole thing. 


Mr. GREENE.—There we have the 
whole difficulty that occurs in regard to 


commodities, whether imported or manu- , 


factured here, and we have really to leave 
the competition which exists amongst 
traders to settle the limitation of profits. 

Mr. Jowetr.—The competition which 
is supposed to exist! 


Mr. GREENE.—In regard to the great 
majority of commodities that competition 
does exist. Take for instance, the case of 
agricultural machinery, which, for the 








hohe Rear (REPRESENTATIVE ES, - 


and, apart from that’ 


For those 





most part, does not ‘pase? th 
hands of the middleman. . ‘ 

Mr. Ricwarp Fostser.—It goes ee 
to the farmer. | yea 

Mr. GREENE. near naa ‘kent v 
conditions under which agricultural 
chinery is sold. The manufacturers 
a price list which they send to 
agents, who are scattered throughout i 
length and breadth of the country and — 
the agents sell according to the list oa 

Mr, Fenron.—It is about the only n. ah 
dustry in which that is done. 

Mr. GREENE.—No, it is not; 
are quite a number of others in whi 
there are recognised price lists, and 
goods are sold according to those throu 
out the country. In regard to industr 
so managed, it is undoubted that 
proposed remedy in the Bill will be s 
cient. Supposing, for the sake of ar 
ment, that it is alleged that manuf 
turers are making undue profits on agri 
cultural machinery under the Tariff 
Bill provides means by which the ma 
can be dealt with by the Board. If 
complaint is lodged, the Board mar 
mediately investigate it, and has » 
to see all the books of a manufact; 
in order to ascertain exactly what, 
he is making; and if it is found that 
making undue profit, the Board mu 
port to the Minister, who, under the 
is bound within seven days to lay the 
report before Parliament if Parliame ti 
sitting, and the House then has it. in t 
own hands to deal with as seen fit. 

Mr. Ricwarn Fosrer—But pu 
aside agricultural machinery, take 
other case in which there are nod 
agents, but the business is done thr 
hound houses—if those houses refu 
supply the goods, and there is 7 
of trade? : 


Mr. GREENE.—Under ‘tlie pill” 
Minister may refer to the Board— 


Any complaint that a manufacturer ~ 
ing undue advantage of the protection 
oat by the Tariff, and in amis i regs 
0 his— 

































(i) charging hissy co we i prices 
his goods; or — iM 

(ii) acting in restraint of trade to the 
triment of the public. i: 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—ts ‘that 
pressed ? | 


Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrnr. Then it is 
aia 








MY jase in caves create a monopolistic 
Ee ap position, and, as a result, it can be shown 
i ‘that. his action is detrimental to the 
bial ‘the Board may then submit a 
part to Parliament, which has to decide 
ie rh ether it is desirable to either reduce 
er ‘abolish the duty. 
Mr. Srewarr—Can the Board, in 
fy fect, make a manufacturer responsible 
for. Hie prices at which his goods are 
u ultimately sold? | 


> Mr. GREENE.—In the main, yes. I 
Pio not say the Bill meets the ease of 
~ goods which go out in the ordinary course 
‘of trade, and are sold in open competi- 
tion, without anything being done by the 
‘manufacturer to restrain the nature of 
. the competition in them. In my opinion, 
however, it is not in regard to such 
“commodities that there are undue 
‘charges. It is where a manufac- 
‘turer either by selling through agents 
Pat seb’ list prices, or, by entering 
sh into some commercial arrangement which 
“is definitely in restraint of trade—that is 
ts UP raltically the only way in which the 
i pete ean be charged undue prices. 


- Mr. Frenron.—But supposing that in 
he ease of harvesters, for “instance, it is 
- found that the manufacturers in dealing 
with: wholesale houses participate in the 






















the honorable 
Mr. Fenron.—I mean hat hat manu- 
facturers, for instance, may participate 
in ‘the. profits of the wholesale houses 
“through which their hats were sold. 


Sevlr. GREENE.—If the manufacturers 
ea are participating in such profits by 
ae means of rebate or discount, it must be 
Be ‘shown in their books, and the Tariff 
Board, through its servants, has full 
"power. to investigate all hooks: 


Me. Frexton.— The manufacturer’s 
ea oks would not show the profits of the 
He see ‘wholesale houses over whom the’ Board 
oat has no control. How would you. find out 
i whether a manufacturer is participating 
in the profits? 

_ Mr. GREENE. Surely, if any books 
are kept, it can be definitely ascertained 
i Ds 2 aia any. rebate of the character has 
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been given; and if anything of the kind 
occurs the Bill provides the remedy. Of 
course, I do not say that this measure is 
a sovereign remedy for all the ills the 
consumer “suffers from, but I believe that 
we have here, for the. first time, what 
will really prove an effective check on the 
avariciousness of any manufacturer who 
finds himself in a position to fleece the 
public... Here we have a definite check. 
I believe that the honest manufacturer 
who is trying to do a fair business and. 
treating the public in a fair way will be 
pleased rather than otherwise to see this 
provision in the Bill. I-know of nothing 
that could be more detrimental to Aus- 
tralian industries, and to the manufac- 
turers generally, than that consumers 


should be charged, by a few unscrupulous 


persons, undue. prices for goods which are 
made in this country. 


Mr. Grecory.—Could not the Minis- 
ter have included in this Bill the section 
in the Canadian Act in regard to re- 
straint of trade? Would not that have 
made the Bill more complete? 


Mr. GREENE.—I think that what we 
have in the Bill in regard to restraint of 
trade is sufficiently comprehensive. 


Mr. Arxrnson.—The great feature of 
the Bill is that this Parliament is to de- 
termine what is to be done when a report 
by the Board is presented. 


Mr, GREENE.—The final judgment 
regarding a report made by the Tariff 
Board in any case of this sort will rest 
with Parliament. 


Mr. Ricnuarp Fosrser.—The strength 
of the provision is that the House has 
the undoubted power to reduce the duty 
in such a case. 


Mr. GREEN E.—And there is no ques- 
tion as to the constitutionality of any- 
thing we may do under this Bill. 


IT do not propose to labour the point 
that was put so ably last night by the 
Acting Attorney-General (Mr. Groom), 
but I wish again to refer to the matter 
on which I interjected when the honor- 
able member for West Sydney was talk- 
ing of our power to levy Excise. He said 
the case was analogous to that in which 
this Parliament levied an Excise duty on 
sugar. There is no analogy in the two 
cases. 


ee! 


h ae j 
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My. wae patie, is. 


Mr. GREENE.—There is not, for the 
reason that the Excise was levied, not on 
some sugar, as a penalty, but on all sugar 
that was manufactured in this country. 
We were, entitled to levy any taxation 
that we pleased, provided that it~ was 
general; and then this Parliament, by 
way of ‘bounty, gave back, not the whole 
£5 per ton that it took in the shape of 
‘Excise, but £4 per ton by way of a 
bounty on sugar grown by white labour. 
This Parliament had a perfect right to 
do that. 
it is general in its character, in any way 
ii pleases. It can give a bounty and con- 
dition the grant of that bounty in any 
way it pleases. And so that action was 
perfectly constitutional Ao could not be 
challenged. 


Mr. Ryan.—Could we not follow the 
same method in this case? 

Mr. GREEN E.—Possibly. 

Mr. Ryan.—Then why not do so? 

Mr. GREENE.—It would be so cum- 
bersome when we tried to apply it to all 
the industries of the Commonwealth that 
it would be almost unworkable and 
enormously costly. The,,. point that 
the honorable member tried to make 
was that, because we took that action 
in. respect to sugar produced in Aus- 
tralia, we could, by way of Excise 
duty, penalize, in the same way. those 
manufacturers who did not do certain 
things. In other words, he contended 
that we had power, by way of taxation, 
to secure, indirectly, the fixation of prices 
in respect of goods sold in the various 
States. There is no analogy in those two 
eases; they stand on two quite distinct 
and separate bases, and I feel confident 
that the opinion expressed here last night 
by the Acting Attorney-General, that if 
we attempted to do what the honorable 
member suggests we should find, in all 
probability, that 1t was unconstitutional, 
is correct. 
as in the Barger case. 


Mr. Ryan.—The honorable member is 
the only.one who shares that opinion. 


Mr. GREENE.—Whether that be so 
or not, I say the merit of the proposal 
I am now asking the House to accept 18 
that there is no doubt whatever as to its 
eonstitutionality. There is no doubt that 


a 


Tariff Bowd [REPRESENTATIVES.} 


- penal legislation, it has a perfect, 


It can levy taxation, provided 


‘enter into these reciprocal arrangeme 


The result would be the same . 


shoulders of: the Minister. 
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impose this: remedial, or, if you’ Pp 


to do so. 


Let me refer now very briefly t 
necessity for this Bill. There have bee 
quite a number of statements to the effer 
that it is unnecessary, and that it 
really too late. Whether it be too 
or not, I would suggest that there ar 
number of cogent reasons why we sho 
proceed to pass this measure into law be- 
cause of what the future holds. Grea 
and onerous as are the responsibilities 
thrown upon the Minister for Tet a 


stands to-day, the legislation that we 
now passing and have already passed, 
and which is now being considered in an- 
other place, throws upon the Mini 
and his staff sir heavier burdens. — 


pr oposing todo. First of all, for oe frst 

time in the history of the Commonwealth, nase 
we have a three-column Tariff. We hi 4 
issued to the eee and to th 


ister should not be called upon to ca ry vi 
unless he has given to him some 

machinery that will enable 
thoroughly investigate all these vari 
matters before he submits them t rr 
House. hu 


Mr. Frwron.—The Minister a 
on behalf of the Commonwealth wit 


the permission of Parliament. 


Mr. GREENE.—He must carry 
negotiations up to a certain point, 
it is this Parliament alone tltat can i 
termnine whether or not those negotiatic | 
shall be ratified. Then, for the first tim 
also, we have in’ the Tariff a number o 
Bakadted duties—duties that have been de- 
finitely promised by Parliament provided 
certain things are done. The determina- 
lion of whether or not those deferred 
duties shall operate is again a serious 
sponsibility to be thrown only upon th 
And s§ 
think it is most Foie nk that he sh 




















































aaa eens a eoeae 
: , and isons we are about to 


fe Aiko upon aieehontdars 
1 Minister, and to eall upon him 
- great a burden. ° a think he 
axe at his command this definite 


2 a as this, and aaa 
it, so that if at any time this 
ament ‘desired to know on what 
he was acting he could present 


tion of honorable members. Even sup- 
i these things were not being 
as the industrial life 
and as 
he i snich this Reriament is 
ted to cover are broadening every 
7, honorable members must feel 
‘necessity of having some examining 
dy that is carefully going through all 
ait and ascertaining exactly what 
i If this were not barn 


pot) 


ch hoe out. In one way or the 
er, the work must be done. It is abso- 
necessary and essential, and that is 
pciae it is desirable fo appoint this 
an s the further point raised by 
Geeahia - ‘member for Grampians 
fr. Jowett), who says, ‘‘ Let this be a 
ly departmental Board. Do not 
g in any one from outside.’’ No 
holds .a higher opinion than I do 
he | officers of the Department - of 
and Customs. Having worked in 
a association with them for nearly 
ears, I have been able, perhaps 
am any one else who has not 
in such close association with 
sum up their merits, and I am 
: we would find in the Depart- 
icers who are competent to dis- 
hese high’ and responsible duties. 
wever, that the public would 
with such a purely bureau- 
+ they were getting the sort 
on that they desired. “¢ 


deal of waste of time, and probably to 





‘Mr. te OWETT. ap nk | the pai at i 
an. exactly opposite view. iG ne 


Mr. GREENE. —My i impression | is that tae 
ued do not, and that is why I think/it yy v 
Ag desirable that we should have this ae 
more or less independent body. On the 
other hand, I agree entirely that unless 
we have that body closely linked up with — 
the Department it will lead to a great _ 


indifferent results. I am sure that if 
we had a body that was entirely outside 
the Department—not associated with it — 
in any way—the time that would be lost — 
both by the officers of the Department — 
and the Board itself in ascertaining the 
views of the Department on the many 
purely technical questions which arise 
from time to time in the consideration of 
Customs matters would lead ta enormous 
expense and waste, which I, for one, 
would never recommend to this House. oe 
And that is why I believe it is necessary — 





that one of the members of the Board— 


the ¢hairman, I think—should be an’ 
officer of the ‘Department of Trade and 
Customs, so that when any of these ques- 
tions arose, as they must from day to 
day, and hour to hour very often, we ~ 
should have with the Board a fratneds 
oficer who, on the spot, could give an 
immense amount. of information and sO 

' prevent much waste of time and energy. 


I do not wish to take up any further 
time. I am going to ask the House, for 
the reasons I have stated, to reject the 
amendment moved by the honorable mem-_ 
ber for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton), and 
to agree immediately to the second. reat ane 
ing of the Bill. ati 


Mr. LIVINGSTON (Barker) ‘[s. 901. oi ual 
I propose to speak to the amendment—— . 


Mr. DEPUTY. SPEAKER (Hon. J. — 
M. Chanter).—Order! The Minister — 
(Mr. Greene) has closed the debate by 
replying. He intimated that he inte es 
ta do so. 









Mr. Gunaaute —On a Se of order. 
The amendment has not yet been put 
before the Committee. That being so, 
can the Minister rise and close the hee 
bate? © oh 


Mr: DEPUTY, SPEAKER. __wetnes 
the motion nor the amendment has been. | a 
put. Poth have been stated to the wi 
House, but they could not be submitted My 
fo, it uatil the debate had ben Res | e 








SW toeday ae te Minister rose ie tek , 


asked by members of the Opposition if 
Se was about to speak in reply, and he 
said “ Yes”; but he resumed his’ seat to 
give others ‘an opportunity to, continue 
-. the debate, and the subsequent. discussion 






covered both the original question and the - 


amendment. Now that the Minister has 
replied, it is my duty to put the amend- 
ment, and when it has been disposed of 
the original question will be put. : 


 Question—That the words proposed to 
be left out (Mr. Frenron’s amendment) 


stand part of the question—put, The 
House divided. ) 
We Aes 4. eee 
‘Noes... uy SA ees 
Majority .. ye 

ea eats AYES. 

Atkinson, 1, Hill, W.-C. 

Bamford, F. W. Jowett, E. 

Bell; G. J. Lister, J. H. 

Blundell, R. P. Livingston, J. 

Cameron, De Mackay, G.. H. 


Maxwell, G. A. 
McWilliams, W. J. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, Laird 
Stewart, P. G. 


Cook, Sir Joseph 
Corser, H. B. C. 
‘Foster, Richard — 
Pope mots, dt Th,: 
Gibson, W. G. 


Greene, W. M. Wise, GH. 
. Gregory, H. Tellers: 
Groom, LL.) E. Marr, C. W.:C. 
Higgs, W. G. Story, W. H. , 
ea NogEs., 
» Anstey, F. Moloney, Parker 
Charlton, M. Riley, E.” 
 Gabb, J. M. Ryan, T..J. 
Lavelle, id AOS BE 
Mahony, WG. Tellers: 
Makin) N.d.00. Fenton, J. E. 
i McGrath, Due. Mathews, J. 
PAIRS, 
eae Dr. Earle Brennan, F. 
Hughes, W. M. Tudor, F. G. 
Poynton, A. ‘Cunningham, Leh. 
Bruce, 8. M. Lazzarini, H,.. P. 
"Bayley, 5 Ba © West, J. E. 
| Best, Sir Robert Maloney, Dr. 
‘Burchell, RJ. Watkins, D. « 
| “Chapman, Austin Catts,. J. H. ' 
' Jackson, D. §. McDonald, C. 
- Foley, Shon Nicholls, 8. R. 
Marks, W. M. Blakeley, A. 


~ Question so resolyed in the affirmative. 
Amendment, negatived. 


, - Question—That the Bill be now read a 
second time—put. 


The House divided. 
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+ eallibeons Oi 


wea 


jCook, Sir Joseph 


mentary Boards. 


ne ey ope) it will Oa: away 


Wh ie Mr aly 
Bamford, F. W. 
‘Bell, G, J. 

Blundell, RP, 
Cameron, D. C. 


Riley, - i 
Ryrie, § ‘Sir 


Corser, E. B. C. 
Foster, Richard 
Francis, F. H. 
Greene, W. M. 
Groom, L. EH, 
Higgs, W. iG. 
Lister, J. feb 
Livingston, J. 
































NogEs. 

Brennan, F. 

~Gabb, J. M. 

Gibson, W. G. 

Gregory, H. 

FE Wis J 

Jowett. E, Moloney, a 
PAIR. ee 


Charlton, M. 


Bill read the second Ne ts 
In Committee: ie 
Clauses 1 to 3 cay to. ‘d 
Clause 4— an 


Mr. FRANCIS (Tenty) rs. Pes W 
speaking on the motion for 
reading, I said that I would sl 


amendment in. some artes ; 
proposed to constitute a Tariff 
of three members; but I thi 


it would be well, Van i 

ter, to follow the practice 
House in the appointment of © 
mittees. The Parliamentary “ 


Works and Public Accounts Comm 
are composed of members repres 
each branch of the Legislatur 
honorable members decide upon 
ber of individuals | 
Tariff Board, they uld 
whether it would not be well 
them from this Parliament direc 
ne so, [ am persuaded, would 


sible or amenable. to. oe 
Board whose personnel consisted 
bers of Parliament. The ex} 
our two permanent Committees 
proved the wisdom of appointing p 
_We shoul 
chary of creating another outside 
tion. If the Board be made a. 




















































Bee of passing the Tariff 
, Id be fit. to act upon the Tariff 


ant we have axoalient siiearal of 
ed capacity. If their duties should 
ed to by the creation of the Board 
[ desire, honorable members would 
: ht to increases of the officers’ 


The idea of the Government, 


eos outsiders. It should be 
norable members to aceept the re- 


eal? i the position, under the Go- 
ent scheme, if we desire to learn 
e Tariff particulars?) The Minister 
Mr Greene) will be able to do as the 
inister for Repatriation (Senator EH. D. 
iN | Millen) does to-day. He will refer us to 
@ Board which we have created. With 
a card constituted as the Government 
propose, T am confident that the cost will 

ange between £20,000 and £25,000 per 

nnum. Before specifically moving my 
: sed. amendment, I would like to 


ea Male: Saas words be added :—‘‘ of 
} e House of ella wenanelt and two mem- 


Vhilst I agree that the Board should be 
Pointed: from members of this Parlia- 
nent, I entirely disagree with a good deal 
hat was said by the mover of the 
1dment. For a good many years the 
ning of this country has been handed 

to Boards and Commissions, 
* Parliament have been abso- 
‘ignored. Honorable members will 
that the Minister has very good 
in the Department, and I do not 
hors men as good will be found 

mA the Service for making the in- 
estigation required. There is no negessity 
for euplosie additional officers all the 
year ound at ay ae salarice, wane ge 

















‘ of this Somat will not bie ‘ue are of 
thing any longer. 


or Be ph es aed a 
If members of Par- 


rely a selection from among 


of acting on the Board.. 


a LIVINGSTON (Barker) [9.0] — 


and_ 






How are manufactur- # 
ers to establish industries if they are to 
be hampered by a Board such as this Bill _ 
proposes? If this Board is created I shall 
not blame capital for remaining away 
from Australia, It is time we abandoned 
government by Boards and regulations. — 
We are well paid, and people ask what 
we are elected for. We are absolutely. 
ignored, and it would appear as if the’ 
people are not to be trusted in the elec- — 
tion of their representatives. A day will — 
come when we shall see a great difference — 
in the government of this country. We 


shall live to see elective Ministries, and he 


men from both sides of the House sitting A; 
as committees to deal with the business — 
of the country. I hope the Minister — 
will seriously reconsider the question _ 
before appointing a Chairman of 

the Board at £1,450 per annum, and — 
two other members at £5 Bs. per 
sitting, in addition to clerks and other 

officials. If his proposal is adopted, from 
£10,000 to £15,000 per annum will be — 
added to the cost of government, That 
is not economy. The Government should — 
make use of the services ef members in | 
this House. If additional Boards ara — 
created and the services of legislators are — 
unavailed of, there will be a good many © 
of the present members missing after ‘the 

next election. | 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) 9, 51. — 
There is a good deal in what has been said — 
by the honorable member for Barker (Mr. 
Livingston). We are trying to make the — 


profession of politics an honorable one, 


and we are paid £1,000 a year for our : 
ervices. When honorable members are 
nominated as candidates for Parliament 
they should be compelled to declare whe- — 
ther they will serve as full-timers, half- — 
timers, or quarter-timers. In my opinion, 
any lecislator drawing £1,000 per annum 
should not follow any other occupation. — 
I look forward to the time when people — 
will show that they are tired of being 
ruled by Boards. During the war regula- _ 
tions were turned out like sausages from — 
a machine. There were over 300 regula- 
tions under the War Precautions Act : 
almost one per day. It is all very well ta 
say that those regulations were not laws, 
but a regulation under which a person — 
may be pee oe is a tay call it what : 
you will. OREN ARAN A ; 
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“Phe TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
Atkinson) -—Will the honorable member 


connect his remarks with the amendment ? 


“Dr. MALONEY.—I am showing that the honorable member for Bark 


the proposed Board will take control oug_ vote against: the third reading of t 
Members of The honorabln member for Hent 


of the hands of Parliament. 
Parliament are different from heads of 
Departments in that they go before their 
ereators once in three years. The heads 
of Departments are never called to ac- 
count in that way, and, with very few 
exceptions, they rule Ministers. . T could 
count en the fingers of one hand the 
Ministers, who, during my thirty years in 
Parliament, have actually ruled their De- 
partments. Would it not be well, now 


that. £1,000 per annum, is paid to mem- ; Ment should be appointed to the Boa 


bers, that the whole membership of Par- 


lament should be divided into committees. 


to assist Ministers? If there were eleven 
Departments, there would be a committee 
of ten members for each, and the Minis- 
ter for Trade and Customs could send the 
members of this Committee north, 
east, or west, to inquire into infringe- 
ments of the Customs laws., We have 
heard it said that members cf Parliament 
are mere figure-heads, but they need not 
be, and I shall vote for the amendment. 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [9.10].—I 
was pleased to hear the remarks of the 
honorable member for Barker 
Tavingston), and I quite agree that the 
ereation of this Board and the necessary 
stafl, plus travelling expenses, would in- 
volve an expenditure of £10,000 or 
_ £15,000 per annum. 

. Mr. Greene.—Wait until you see the 
results. 

Mr. GREGORY.—wWe hawve seen a 
good deal already of the increases in the 
Customs Department and the new ap- 
pointments, 

Mr. Grrenrz.—Not in the Customs De- 
partment. ) 
Mr. GREGORY.—What about the 
Health Department ? 

Mr. Greenz.—That is not in the Cus- 
toms Department. 


Mr. GREGORY.——It is under the con- 
trol of the same Minister. 


Mr. Greenr.—It has not resulted in 
one penny of additional expense to the 
Commonwealth so far. 


_ Mr. GREGORY.—That may be so; bttt 
the Minister knows perfectly well ‘that 
when the proposed Board is travelling 
about the country, and calling witnesses, 
it will: have to take a staff with it, ‘There 





Tori 3 Board 2 (RRPRESENTATIVES) 


south,” 


(Mr... 


‘tinues:—_ ' 








































must be a ea er of expel 
tion to the salaries, which will am 
about £4,500 per annum. T ho 


Francis) certainly has a precedent 
amendment, and I wonder at his 
tion of the membership of the | 
In Denmark theré is a very large 
Committee formed from both Ho 
the Legislature, assisted by repr 
tives of shipping, mercantile, m 
turing, and other interests. J ha 
wondering ,;why the honorable 
was so anxious that members of | 


Ts it due to something that cecurred ; 
the earliest history of Customs Tarif 
Z have here an extract ‘from, as . 
Talmud— 


Abraham, in travelling to Egyp 
with him a chest. At the Customs Hoa 
officers exacted a duty. Abraham would 
readily paid, but desired they would not 
the chest. They first insisted on the du 
clothes, which Abraham consented to pay, 
then they thought by his very acquieseenc 
it might be gold— 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
Atkinson).—What has this to as 
the amendment? 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am chown 
bable reason for the mhoving of bi ¢ 

ment, 


ts consented to pay. fon ae | 
now suspected that it might be silk; Ab 
was willing to pay for silk, and Abraham 
ously consented to pay as if it containe 
most costly of all things. It was then 
resolved to open and examine the chest, 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA 
Ifthe honorable member persists in 
ing that extract after I have call 
: to order I shall have to take some 
course. Will the honorable memb 
assure me that this. matter ig relev nt 
the amendment ? 

Mr, GREGORY.—Most decide 
T would not have read. it. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRM 
On that assurance the honorable 
may proceed. 


Mr. GREGORY.—The  extr 


And behold, when the ea was ongeen 
great lustre of beauty broke out, which m 
such a noise in the land of Egypt; it 
Sarah herself. whe jealous Abraham, to 
oh her, beauty, had. locked her up 
ches 


The possibility of incidents of this s +t 
connexion with hit inveshgatioms 



























































able member for ety (Mr. 
vgs the duties. undertaken — 


ke baleen to the extract read 
honorable member for Dampier 
egory). I feel confident that, if 
Ied honorable members to sup- 
nee result of our Tariff investi- 


anc: o het any others voting for 
amendment. I do not know whether 


oe have in view is a appoint- 
ena Committee. It may 
on, Parliament in its 


| ‘When speaking at an setae 
Sent that the reports from 
riff Board might with advantage 


estigation. I agree with the hon- 
member for Barker (Mr. Living- 
that that course might result in 
a saving of time; and I am 


0 ‘ene to the Shoat nan of 

> matters than it is possible for the 
@ as a whole to devote, and on whose 
3 could place Se. re- 


| Mr. ey There is / grater neces- 
a's Finance Committee to deal 





the Pos): “8 


“ness, house rents, and so forth. 


nancial ; measures s before wey come 





Me GREENE. “That is a Fae of ta 
Onsite work on which this Parliament 
has never indulged in to anything like 
the extent that have other Parliaments in 
.the world. Honorable members who have > 
studied parliamentary procedure ‘else- 
' where know the treméndous amount of 
work done by Committees of the kind; 
and T’agree that later on it may be found 
that such a Committee is a very desirable 
means of dealing with reports from the 
proposed Board. However, I do no 
think that a Committee composed of hon- 
orable members is the best way of carry- 
ing out the duties and functions which 
will devolve on the eines as now es 
posed. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) ra ae 
’ The Minister, J think, was bound to carry 
out his promise to establish some kind 0 
Board to protect the general public. 
Many of the high duties were passed by 
honorable members so readily on the 
understanding that if there was any at- 
tempt on the part of a manufacturer te), 
victimize the public, it would be met by a 
revision of the Tariff. I propose to sup- — 
port the clause if this amendment is not 
carried, but I should prefer the ainenne 
ment. We appointed an Inter-State Com- | 
mission, which made exhaustive inquiries _ 
into the Tariff and drew up reports, ered He 
although this must have cost thousands 
of pounds, I do not believe that honor- 
able members, or the House as a eee 
paid any attention to them, or even read 
~ them. ae \ 
, Mr, Greeory. aie ig NOt BO. Fou. 


Mr. Riouarp Fosrer.—The reports 
were thought very highly of. ee 
Mr. HIGGS.—At any rate, I would 


































; ys 


say that the majority of honorable ‘mem- : 


bers did not read those reports. I mpselny 
read some of them, but they were con- i 
‘nected with current politics at the time, — 
such as the inquiry into the meat busi- ne 






Mr. J Se Mis I say that those. i 


ay 


reports were so valuable that the Tnier- 
State Commission was ie rid ots - 





ports of he eG: Commission eee he 
dealt with by the House as they deserved. — a 

Mr.’ Ricuarp Fostar—Make no mis : 
take, they did much good! . toe 





has to pay £3. 3s. 


‘gion 2 


One op 
‘annum each; but America has a popula- 


-eommunity of 5,000,000. 


Mr. HIGGS. 5) one ceen ‘time 


bere! is in existence a Taxation Com- 
mission which must be costing many 
thousands of pounds, and I am rather 
-eurious to see what notice will be taken 


of its report. J am in favour of mem- 
bers of Parliament being members of the 
investigating body under this Bill. I 
do not for a moment believe that the pro- 
posed Board will be oceupied every day of 
the week; and IT can well imagine that 
there will be imposition on the general 
public with which the manufacturer will 
have nothing whatever to do. 
tect the Australian woollen manufacturer 
against his foreign competitors, but what 
happens? ‘The manufacturer sells his 


goods to the wholesale houses at prices 


which would enable the public to obtain 
cheap clothing, but the intermediary 
charges such a price that one actually 
for a eee of pants 
made in Melbourne. 

Mr, Jownzrr——This Bill malt not pro- 


tect us agamst that sort of thing. 


Mr. HIGGS.—It will not. At a very 
early date we shall be called upon, if not 
by the general public, by the state of the 
money market, to economize in some direc- 


tious, because. we shall be unable to 
borrow the money to keep up our present 


expenditure of £98,000,000 per annum. 
We shall be taken to task, no doubt, if 
we appoint a Board such as is suggested, 
the members of which are to be paid, it 
is said, £3,000, £4,000, or £5,000 per 
annum. Tt we do not pay the ‘members 
of the Board salaries commensurate with 
their ability and experience, how are we 


going to get qualified men to perform. ¢ 


duties similar to those which devolved 
on members of the Inter-State Commis- 
It is true that in the United 
States of America there is a Tariff Board 
dozen members. at £2,000 per 


tion of 100, 000, 000, and is a rich and 
powerful nation, whereas we are a small 
I venture to 


say that such an experiment as that 


proposed by the honorable member for 
Henty (Mr. Francis) would result in 
some success, If any complaint of vic- 


timization were made in any part of the 


Commonwealth, the members of such a 


Committee saoula investigate the matter 


personally, and would therefore be heard 


eal) 


We pro-- 


, ister: is. 


aa Parliament Acs —— 






























aes than that upon eae 
Mr. J talog (Grampians) 


calls or He co poknihghe hai ‘ 
are known as. outside es iy 
the Customs House we have nt 


men who are fully capable. 
ing out all the duties propos 
imposed on this Board, and do 
more egos than we could expe 


city from penned Farhan in “ 
ing the Minister (Mr. Greene) | 


and Gia oon nt his argument af p 
to be that the necessity arises 1 
increased and evergrowing resp 
thrown on the Department. , Seem 
me, however, that the honorable 


The eadeiee in this La 
last few years, and particularly 
entered this House, has been for the 
monwealth Administration. to gra 
every possible direction at. every | 
source of power. In their attemp 
control the Administration, and A ter 





connect his remarks with pha amie 
Mr. JOWETT.—The amen 
that the Board shall consist of 
of Parliament of the Commony 
we know what the proposal of 
Without In any wa 
to cast any reflection on the Mir 
view is that the Bee oat in tl 


It is admitted that the bt: 
sp Trade and ou alk Lae t 









be shared by Pie outside 


“al since the Government. say 
she 

responsibility is too great for 
mister to carry, it should be 
a Board consisting of honorable 
of this Parliament, and not of 
ou side the living Service or the 























































No argument Ans been 
d. to LOW base any benefit whatever is 
yb from the creation of a Board 

as with ‘the Department in the 
lar, ee what aiteas Schein be its 


. 


it, Pind that, ae th ‘Act by 
was created, ‘all proposed expen- 
os £25 ,000 have to be in- 
: : eee upon ae it. ae 











rill Se a the Tariff Board. 
score of economy alone the Com- 
accept, my amendment. We 
_ opportunity of ta ea 





by providing that the members 


i- the people here and now that we are “pre-” % 


is to be created at gonsider- i 
“be added (Mr. Francis’ amendment) | be. 


nt f some onan Bt ON 


on d ne) be Toga bere of Par- 









files Mey our hearts, and A erionbieates to 


Ng 


pared .to economize in every possible way. — 
Question—That the words proposed to 


so added—put. The Committee divided 











BVO fe a oe ee 
INOS 5% Me So a he 
 hesonee se ke cae me 
AYES. a ee 
Brennan, F. McGrath, 'D. C. 
Charlton, M. McWilliams, W. [ 
Gabb, J. M. Riley, E, 
Higgs, W. G. Ryan, T. J. 
Jowett, E. 


Tellers: 
Francis, F. H. 
Moloney, Parker 


NogEs. Li aly 
i Lister, J. H. eae ae 
Mackay, G. HL. ba oy 
Maxwell, G. A. Supa ene 
Rodgers, A. 8. 

Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, Laird tS ACRON GS Sa ee 
Stewart, Py sive es yiuk: 


Lavelle, T.. J. 
Livingston, J. 
Mahony, We. Gi 





Bamford, F. W. 
Bell, G. J. 
Blundell, R. P. 
Cameron, D. C. 
Corser, HE. B. C. 
Fenton, J. EH. 
Foster, Richard 





Gibson, W. G. Wise, G. H. BW Must Bae 
Greene, W. M. Dat ae i Sy 
Groom, L. E. Rellergs.\). AS Gi 
Hay, . A. Marr, CPW ie “f 
Hill, W.. C. Story, W. HH. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. as 
Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) [9. 40] pea 
fore the clause is passed I should like ~ 
to inform honorable members that if they 
consider that my proposal that the ee Le 
should consist of five members of Parlia~ 
ment provided for too large a member- 
ship, | am prepared to move that it shall 
consist of three members of the Parhia- 
ment. 
Clause agreed to. Casati tes: 
Clause 5— Pe 
(1) The Governor-General shall, as soon as as 
conveniently practicable, appoint three DoE 
sons to be members of the Board. .. . ee 
(2) One of the three persons to be so apie 
pointed shall be a person who holds an ad- 
ministrative office in the Depariatens ve Ses 
and ee meer 








Mr. JOWETT (Grunmany 19 dp] ae 
Sub-clause 2 of this. clause provides i 
ithat— | ha.) 

One of the three persons to be so appointed 
shall be a person who holds an administrative 
office in the Department of suka and Ushi at 
toms. Es eeihs 









ct move— > Ae 
tenet the words | “ “One of” aA “be: EO: out, 
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move that the sub-clause 


‘made out for it. 


- 





If that amendment be agreed to I shall 
be further 
amended, so that it will read—. 

The three persons to be so appointed shall 


be persons who hold administrative offices in 


the Department of Trade and Customs. 

[ ask the Committee to pause before 
voting for the appointment of a Board 
other than a purely departmental one. 


Such a Board would be free from re- 


sponsibility, and. would involve the 
country in a considerable, and probably 
growing, expenditure. There has been a 
demand for economy, and honorable 
members must be deeply impressed with 
the seriousness of our financial “position 
and the need for, sooner or later, attack- 
ing our overgrown expenditure, It 
would be idle, however, to do this and 
at the same time to vote for further ex- 
penditure whenever a plausible case was 
No justification has 
been shown ‘for ithe proposal of the 
Minister. The history of outside Boards 
shows that they are costly, and, in the 
long-run, much less efficient than de- 
partmental Boards. 

Mr. Corser.—Has not the efficiency of 
the Customs to be considered ? 

Mr. JOWETT.—Yes; and that is why 
i say that the responsible officers of the 
Customs Department should not be super- 


» seeded in the constitution of this Board 


by outsiders. My proposal. would make 
for increased efficiency, whereas that of 
the Minister has a contrary tendency. 

Mr, Ritey.—What would be the per- 
sonmel of your Board ? 

Mr. JOWETT.—I ‘propose that it 
shall consist of three officers of the 
Customs Departmenit. 

Mr. Ritey.—Would you name them? 

Mr. JOWETT.—No; because ‘this 
Committee is not the proper place for 


the discussion of the merits of officials. ° 


The Board. will have serious respon- 
sibilities, and the proper performance of 


its duties will require from its members. 


a sound knowledge. and long experience 
of Customs matters. No doubt it would 
be comparatively easy to obtain in the 
large cities of Australia business men 
who, for a large salary, would devote 
themselves entirely to the work of the 
_ proposed Board. The right honorable 
“member for Balaclava (Mr. Watt) indi- 
eated that, in his opinion, salaries rang- 
ing up to. £5,000 a year would not be 
excessive; but there would be extraordi- 
nary difficulty in getting suitable persons 

































outs the Sadignstion of the ped 
Australia if it were proposed to 
such salaries as have been sugges 
even salaries of £3,000. ae 
' Mr. Manony.—What would 
advantage of having three wiley ; 
officers ? i 
Mr. JOWETT.—In my opinion, 
are the only persons with suffici 
perience and intimate enoug 
quaintance with the intricacies of 1 
and they can be trusted to exer 
th pein impartiality. } 


industrial training. eR 

Mr. JOWETT.~What is ventas ; 
intimate knowledge of the effeet 
Tariffs rather than industrial experi 
No man, whatever his experience, % 
have an intimate knowledge of all bu 
nesses. It may be said that there 
demand for an independent Board. 
you cannot. obtain wholly unprej 
persons. The man who for a large 
of his life has been engaged in a. 
occupation, and thas friends sim 
engaged, is bound to have b 
saturated with certain opinions, 
when appointed’ to a position like 
will be sure to look at matters 
light of his own experience. I ha 
a good deal to do with ~respo 
Boards, and I do not. believe in ~ 
A Board of Customs officials woul 
responsible to the Minister, and a Boa 
consisting of members of this Hous 
senators would be reponsible to 
electors. The Government pro 
vides for the creation of an utterly 
sponsible Board. The tendency 0 
members of such Boards is to | 
arrogance, impatience, and an a 
tion to listen to persons oh hold di 
views from. their own. rd of | 
character proposed by an Governmen: 
the very last. kind of Board which ¢ec 
be expected to conduct impartial in 
gations and to arrive at unbiassed 
clusions. “Upon the other hand, , 
whole training of the Customs ‘Ho 
officers would tend to make them abs 0. 
lutely impartial. Consequently I app 
to honorable members to support — § 
amendment. ch 

Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) [9.57]. Lone 
that the Committee has decided that 
Tariff Board shall be constituted ou! 
of members of this Parliament, ‘ 
that we shall endeavour to make; 






Wear > Lari Board 


[14 Jury, 1921.] 
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. That object 
1 Mer be achieved only by the appointment 
of Customs officials, I. am_ perfectly 
‘ satisfied that there are no men who are 
~~ more qualified to control matters con- 
= a Devon with the inspection and supervision 
a of, industry 
fit Mr. Corser.—It is a question of deé- 
2. by the Board. 
» Mr. FRANOIS.—There are no deci- 
i" sions required from the Board. The 
of UP Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
a ices) knows as well as I do, that for 
| the office of Chairman of the Board no 





He. might very 











4 ; than ‘aca ga eerie 


© officers Bick: at oer Department. I am 
+ ® satistea that if we go outside the Customs 








ee \. Department: we shall secure a Board 
= ~ which will be practically useless. 

_ Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [9.58].—If 
Eo clause be passed in its present form, 
will the Minister be prevented from 
- appointing to the Board three members 
ee within his own Department? I would 
fike his assurance that only one member 
of the Board shall be an officer of thea 
Customs Department, and that the other 
. Ce members shall be representative of 
. oh interests. 
~~ Mr. Greexnex—I can give the honorable 

oo vga’ that definite assurance. 


. i _ Amendment negatived, 
Clause agreed to. 
_Clauses,.6 to 8 agreed to, 











| ~ Clause ca 
AM ue (1) The Governor-General may suspend any 
member from office for misbehaviour or in- 
" eapacity. The Minister shall, within seven 


days after the suspension, if the Parliament 
_ » as then sitting, or, if the Parliament is not 
_ > (then sitting, within seven days after the next 
meeting of ‘the Parliament, cause to be laid 
 beforé Yoth: Houses of the Parliament a full 
statement of the grounds of suspension. 
{2) A member who has been suspended shall 
) restored to office unless each House of the 
Parliament, within forty days after the state- 
‘ment has been laid before it, and in the same 
Session, passes an address. praying for hig re- 
A a ei on the grounds of proved misbehaviour 
or incapacity. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.2].—I 
" ‘think that the Minister will be acting 
wisely if in sub-clause 2 he alters the 
_ method of procedure to be followed in the 
case of the-suspension of a member of the 
Board. Under the provision as it stands, 
if a bad appointment be made, and the 
_ Minister suspends one of the members of 


*y om 
7 oe \ /' a 


eat 




















G “more competent official could be obtained 


the Board, that member must be rein- 
stated unless within forty days after a 
statement relating to his suspension has 
been laid before both branches of _ the’ 
Legislature, and Parliament passes a re- 
solution. confirming his suspension. The 
adoption of that course may mean that 
a man whom nobody desires to injure, 
may be dragged through the mire. . It 
would be better if the Minister had power 


‘to suspend a member of the Board, and 


if that suspension held good, unless ‘with- 
in forty days after the matter had been 
reported to Parliament, his reinstate- 
ment were demanded by Parliament. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 


Trade and Customs) [10.4]. — I quite 
appreciate the point which has been 
raised by. the honorable member. He 


fears that a man may be appointed to the 
Board who may prove a failure, and that 
the Minister may hesitate to suspend him 
with a view to dispensing with his ser- 
vices, because such action would necessi- 
tate a reference ta Parliament and a 
public discussion of ne reasons under-., 
lying the member’s suspension, He 
apprehends that in nual circumstances the 
Minister may retain an undesirable mem- 


ber of the Board, rather than subject him 


to the. procedure laid down under this 
Bill. Off-hand I do not know that I can | 
find a form of words to achieve the object 
which the honorable member for Dam- — 
pier has in view, but I may get the defect 
remedied in another place. In the mean- 
time I will loédk into the matter with a 
view to discovering whether we cannot 
obtain the procedure that we desire under 
which any member of the Board will 
possess a certain measure of independence. 
Our object is to give members of the 
Board a definite assurance that they can- 
not be suspended upon the caprice of the 
Minister for the time being. 


Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 10 to 13 agreed to. 
Clause 14— 


(1) The Minister shall refer to the Board 
for means and report the following matters :— 


(h) ‘any complaint that a manuacturer is 
taking undue advantage of the pro- — 
tection afforded him by. the Tariff 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.7].—I 
desire to move an amendment, but I am 
at a loss to know exactly where and how 
to do so, although my purpose is perfectly 
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definite. A great deal of the high cost 
of living is due to gentlemanly agree- 
ments and combinations in restraint of 
trade. This sort of thing is being carried 
on very widely at present. During the 
debate upon the Tariff schedule I read 
a copy of an agreement between the 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company and 
the steel merchants of Australia, fixing 
the price of steel and iron. Parlhament 
is protecting industries by the imposition 
of duties, and is giving special advant- 
ages to new industries. In his keen de- 


sire to build up Australian industry 


generally, the Minister (Mr. Greene). has 
gone further than any other Minister 
for Trade and Customs. It is our duty 
to endeavour to protect the consumer. I 
desire to quote from the Canadian Tariff 
Act in support of my own intention :— 


(1) Whenever, from or as a result of a 
judgment of the Supreme Court or Exchequer 
Court of Canada, or of any superior Court, or 
Circuit, District, or County Court in Canada, 
it appears to the satisfaction of the Governor 
in Council that, with regard to any article of 
commerce, there exists any conspiracy, combi- 
nation, agreement, or arrangement of any kind 
among manufacturers of such articles or 
dealers therein to unduly promote the advan- 
tage of the manufacturers. or dealers at the 
expense of the consumer, the Governor in 
Council may admit the article free of duty, or 
so reduce the duty thereon as to give the public 
the benefit of reasonable competition in the 
article, if it appears to the Governor in Coun- 
cil that such disadvantage to the consumer is 
facilitated by the duties of CHSronty imposed 
on a like article. 


(2) Whenever the Governor in Council deems 
it to be in the public interest to inquire into 
any conspiracy, combination, agreement, or ar- 
rangement alleged to exist among manufac- 
turers or dealers in any article of commerce 
to unduly promote the advantage of the manu- 
facturers or dealers in such article at the ex- 
pense of the consumers, the Governor in Coun- 
cil may commission or empower any Judge of 
the Supreme Court or of the Exchequer Court 
of Canada, or of any superior Court or County 
_ Court in Canada, to hold an inquiry in a sum- 
mary way and report to the Governor in Coun- 
ci] whether such conspiracy, combination, 
agreement, or arrangement exists. 


(3) The Judge may compel the attendance of 
witnesses, and examine them under oath, and 
require the production of books and papers, 
and shall have such’ other necessary powers 
as are conferred upon him by the Governor 
in Council for the purpose of such inquiry. 

(4) If the Judge reports that such con- 
spiracy, combination, agreement, or arrange- 
ment exists in respect of such article, the Go- 
vernor in Council may admit the article free 
of duty, or so reduce the duty thereon as to 
give to the public the benefit of reasonable com- 


Governor in Council that tue disadvan ; 































the consumer is facilitated by the duties 
Customs imposed on a like article. 
IT am not sure that the serene teen 
IL have framed could not be inserted | 
the Anti-Dumping Bill. ) 


Mr. Greene.—lIt could not be put ia 
that measure, because it is a bri 


Bill. ae 
Mr. GREGORY. ‘then Tam ind 


concerning where I can insert it in’ a 
ference to the duties of the — 


of sub- last 1 of ‘ies clause under di C 
sion, which states — aie 


SiR 


and in cereale in regard a mie te 
(i) charging unnecessarily high 
Pio for his ie or erat 


public, 
However, the power which I desir i 
have set forth is not contained there, 


Mr. Grurnn.—The difficulty really is 
between two procedures. In the Canadian 
ease there is given to a Judge authority 
to meas, the facts. If he age 


with by the Tariff Board, whieh wou bi 
report to Parliament, and this Ho eh : 
would deal with the duties. : 


Mr. GREGORY Suppose cae 
is 


given him under the ea wake 
ean the Government take? ay 


Mr. Groom.—They would not be 
to take action under this measure, 


Mr. GREGORY.—Would it. not 
wise to insert porn here, then? 


ber sugvest that, if advantage is show 
to have been taken of the Protecti 
Tariff, the Governor-General in Counce 
should have power to remove the duti 


Mr. GREGORY.—I would be 


content to give the power that 
Canadian Governor-General in 











































yeing rena Pe hea to 
Council may refer the matter 
who should aE sin aa 


Ban .—The Tarif Board 


REGORY. <u Wenla it not be 
make the inquiry fuller and 
lete? I do not regard the 
aving high judicial functions. 
vidence, but I would not like 
> on a ‘report by the Board 
Id convict a manufacturer of 


tl Sr wanr.—Ib would be for the 





we 


ait, in connexion with our 
egislation, of seeing that the con- 
re being protected while we give 
ement “to the manufacturers. 
msumers have ie been properly 
the past. TI should like to 
red that, if there is anything in 
2 of these agreements, which are 
sol y for the purpose of destroying 
tition and enabling the manufac- 
ealers, or both combined, to 
the public,. an. effective check can be 
; it is the duty of the Minister, 
sieves in imposing a high Pro- 





‘Tariff, to develop industries, to see - 


the ‘necessary machinery ig pro- 
the Bill to give the consumer 
ne enc. Na Be. must 






ae 10. i —]. agree 
eal of what the honorable 
ee has just said. I 
arefully at the Canadian proce- 
a onl to the conclusion that. ids 













ton Lo leave iio final vebdict 

hands. The procedure laid 
BS AS inlay is aes and 
ie T rift Board. The Board 





d RA “tae vate! 4 chia! powuke ‘should. 
0 be taken to send 
Ya judicial tribunal to do cuine: ee 
-in law whether the facts are as stated — ¥ 


aragraph h, “the Governor- or not. 


itself 


the way I have proposed will be more” 


possible for a Minister or a Government 


suggest will cover cases where the dealer : 





the matter on 





While it may be easy for us to 
make up our minds what the facts are, 
and any one affected would have ample 
opportunity to make his views known 
here, it might be very difficult to get 
actual legal proof. Thatiswhy itis better 
that the matter should come to the 
House, and that the House should deter- . 
mine, after public discussion, whether or 
not it shall apply the penalty of reduc- 
ing or abolishing the duty. That is better 
than leaving the matter to the Governor- 
General in Council, even after a judicial , 
determination on the point. If believe — ¥ 


speedy and effective. We can only try ite 
and see what the result is. I am just as’ 
anxious as the honorable member to see. 
that this Tariff, which gives the manu- ae 
facturers of Australia perhaps a. better — 
opportunity than they have ever had Batt a 
fore to make good, does not give them an. 
opportunity to exploit the public. That. 
is why I am introducing this Bill, and 
why the Government are endeavouring to. 
have it passed, in this form. I believe - a 
the best way is to leave it to the Tarif 
Board to find out the facts, and then” 
make it compulsory on the Minister to. 
bring the Board’s report to the House. 
After the Board had reported that the 
duty should be reduced, it would be im- 











to refuse to bring the Board’s ie me 
under the notice of Parliament. I be- © 
lieve this is the best and most effective, 
and probably the quickest, way of de mas 
ing with the whole matter. oe 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10. 23), —T Q 
move— se 
That. in paragraph (h), » after ihe lies Oe 
“ Tariff’, the following words be inserted :— y u 
‘or that the consumer is being charged une oo ; 
fair prices for protected articles.’ a's ae 
[ want to give the Board the fullest power. : 
to inquire into the prices which the con-_ 
sumer is being charged. The wording I 















is charging unfair prices. i 
Mr. Bety.—That means that if a tailor 









fe 


10122 





Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [10.25]. — 
T support the amendment. 


Mr. Ryan.—How does the honorable 
member answer the interjection by the 
honorable member for Darwin (Mr. Bell) ? 


Mr. JOWETT.—1I shall come to that 
in a moment. The protection of the con- 
sumer seems to have been entirely ‘over- 
looked in the Bill. 
as being. to some extent a reflection on the 
manufacturers, who, so far as I have been 
able to ascertain, have not been in the 
habit of charging unduly high prices for 
their goods, whereas the cgnsumers have 
been compelled to pay unnecessarily high 
prices. The. remedy is to accept this 
amendment, 


Mr. Ryan.—Assuming that the amend- 
ment is carried, giving the Board the 
power to inquire into and report upon un- 
necessarily high prices charged to the con- 
sumer, and that the Board reports to the 
Minister that such prices are being 
eharged, what power to act will the Min- 
ister or Parliament have? 


Mr. JOWETT.—The question of exces- 
sive prices charged to the consumer does 
not come within the scope of-the Bill as 
drafted or the duties of the proposed 
Board. 


Mr. Ryan.—Of course not. 


Mr. JOWETT.—The honorable mem- 
ber for Darwin (Mr. Bell) has asked, by 
interjection, what will. be the effect if 
this amendment is adopted and the high 
prices charged to the consumers are 
brought withinthe scope of the Tariff 
Board’s inquiries. My reply is that the 
manufacturers are obtaining a very con- 
siderable advantage from the protection 
afforded by the Tariff, and they are being 


asked in this Bill to satisfy the Board 
that in return for that protection they ' 


will not charge unnecessarily high prices 
for their goods. 

Mr,, Grecory.—The amendment. will 
enable the Board to not only inquire into 
the prices charged by the manufacturer of, 
say, fencing wire, but also to say to the 
dealers, “The manufacturers have sup- 
plied you with wire at £10 per ton, why 
are you charging the consumer £15 ?”’ 

Mr. Betu.—What power will the Com- 
monwealth have to act? 


Mr. JOWETT.—It will have as much 
power as it will have in regard to. prices 
eharged by the manufacturer. 


Tariff Bowrd [REPRESENTATIVES. | 


I regard this clause - 










Mr. Ryan.—Assume that the Board 
ports that the £10 per ton charged by 
the manufacturer is fair, but that th 
£15 per ton charged by the dealer is ex- 
cessive, what power will this House have 
to remedy the position except by depriv- © 
ing the manufacturer of the protection’ of — 
the Tariff, still leaving the dealer to make © 
his excessive profit? UN 4c, Nia 

Mr. }J OWETT.—We are not now deal- 
ing with the powers of Parliament. They — 
have been explained to the Committee by 
the Minister. He said that the Board 
will report on the circumstances within ~ 
its purview, and recommend to the Min- ~ 
ister, who will bring the matter before 
the House. Ae ENN 4 

Mr. Ryan.—And the only power the ~ 
House will have will be to reduce or yi 
abolish the duty. rie Lay 

Mr. JOWETT.—That power might 
cope with the evil to a large extent. 
Mr. Corsrr.—By punishing the wrong — 
a : Aan hap 

Mr. JOWETT.—No. If the amend- — 
ment is adopted the Board will be able — 
to inquire into excessive prices charged ~ 
by dealers to the consumers. No such ~ 
power is conferred by the Bill at present. 

Mr. Ryan.—The honorable member is — 
proposing something in the nature of re- — 
prisals. rome a 

Mr. JOWETT.—Nof at all. I am pro- 
posing to make the investigations by the — 
Board effective. They will not be effec- 
tive if confined merely to the prices — 
charged by the manufacturer. It is fi 
those prices, but the prices charged | 
the men who supply the consumers | 
which we complain, and the Bill makes 
no provision for the Board to inquire imi 
them. I regret very much the impatien 
shown by certain honorable members, w 
are determined that this Bill shall — 
‘‘bullocked ” through the Committee t 
night without any consideration. I har 
received many hints not to delay ~ 
measure. Bite 

Mr. Ricaarp Foster.—Is the hon 
able member referring to any membe 
the Committee ? Reese 

Mr. JOWETT.—I am. pe: 

Mr. Ricnarp Foster.—Then, you are 
insulting us. ore 

Mr. JOWETT.—I have received 
least a dozen hints from the honorak 
member for Wakefield (Mr. Richard F 
ter). Iam under the impression that 







rau Y ih ii if 
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ne, Aime the, Sia dine 
n honorable member to say 
in behalf of the consumers with- 
g interrupted by gross rudeness 
rt of any member of the Com- 
Pore anding, that the hour 


Ae be ey to-night, I shall exer- 
ay privilege in stating to the Com- 
ee my concepticn of the interests of 
mnsumer in this matter. Those in- 
ts are not. being adequately protected 
but the Foun gan 


Re icihe ee the Bill dou 
but neither 


ie am Vaeaaa that this matter 
ot be adequately discussed at this 
it, and y ask ing I if daira have leave 


Sir, ae Cook. Ne 
_Mr. JOWETT. Then, I must claim 


explain that it is the desire of the hon- 
ble member for Dampier to include 
clause — a some effective measure of 


BA ha a —W hat, is the honor- 
member suggest ? 


-JOWETT.—I support the amend- 
7 ee: honorable member for Dam- 


: ACh SEEN Commission. oa the 


i 
ary Commodities Commission Ha 


ece 


“manufacturers at reasonable ae 
een charged to consumers at ex- 
pee rates. Wholesale ees pune 


bandidi,” Mave vefused: ite SUES 
rs to get the benefit of the com- 
ly low prices at which they have 
ed esti oem manufacturers. The 


I can ‘mention a case Seana 


Nn was eee before 


pm 





a certain Commission that woollen goods : 


were being manufactured in a certain 
town in Victoria. A large wholesale 
draper or tailor carrying on business in 


that town was also a shareholder in the  — 
He desired to — 


manufacturing company. ee 
obtain for the benefit: of his customers the © 
woollen goods 


goods, because they were all sold to a 


Flinders-lane firm. 


Mr. ‘'Groom.—Because the manufac- 


turer exercised his right: to sell. 


Mr. JOWETT.—Let me continue a 
story. J am not an advocate of price 
fixing, but it turns out that because of 
the existence of a price-fixing Commis- — 
sion jn Victoria the firm purchasing this _ 
woollen cloth from the manufacturer 
could not obtain more than a certain 
profit upon it if they sold it in Victoria. 
As a consequence of this, this country 
storekeeper, living in the town in Vic- — 
toria, in which the cloth was made, had 
to buy it in Sydney before he could sell 
a single yard of it to his own. customers, 

Mr. 
erable member remedy that? i 

Mr. JOWETT.—I say that if the hon- 
orable member for Dampier’s amendment 
is accepted the Board will be placed in ~ 
a position to investigate prices charged — 
to consumers by wholesale firms, as well. 
as prices charged by manufacturers to. 
those firms. It would bring the prices 
charged by retailers to the consumer 
within the purview of the Board. ; 


Mr. Maxweii.—When they come with- a 
in. the bao iN of the Board, what could 


the Board do? 


Mr. JOWETT.—The Board vould ba 
able to do in respect of excessive charges 
to consumers by retailers exactly what 
the Bill proposes the Board may do in 
respect to excessive charges by manufac- 
turers. 


Sir JosepuH Coox.—lf. the retailer does — 
not do what is right, the honorable mem- 


ber will inflict a penalty upon the manu- Ban 


facturer. That is a curious doctrine Ose: 
‘lay down, aah 
Mr. Maxwetit.—Would the hovomible 


member abolish the duty in such a case? i ate 







Mr. JOWETT.—I do not propose that — 
the duty should be abolished, but that 


prices charged by retailers to “consumers 


shall be brought under the ae a the % ) 
Board. 








made in the town, but 
he could ae get a single yard of “phoset: 














Maxwetit.—How would the hon- 








10124 “Tariff Board [REPRESENTATIVES.] 
Mr. Ryan.—The Annet hie member's 


suggestion is that investigation by the 
Board of such prices would throw a fierce 
light om the practice of retailers. 


Mr. JOWETT.—Exactly, and that is 
the only purpose to be served by the 
Tariff Board. It is to throw a light on 
the proceedings of all these people. It 
will make a report and recommendation 
to the Minister. .Nothing can be done 
unless the Minister approves of the re- 
commendation of the’\Board, and his re- 
sort is to the abolition of the duty. 


Mr. Ryan.—The honorable -member’s 
contention is that the Commonwealth has 
power to investigate and compel answers 
with regard to prices charged by retailers 
in Australia ? 


Mr. JOWETT.—Exactly. 


Mr. Ryan.—The honorable member 
voted’ entirely against that proposition 
only a little time ago. 

Mr. JOWETT.—Certainly not. 


Sir Josepn Coox.—We have not the 
power to do that. 


Mr. JOWETT.—In this Bill the Go- 
vernment say that they have the power 
with regard to the investigation of ae 
charged by manufacturers. This Bill, 
it means what it says, purports to oi 
that power to the Board; but I am 
told it is unconstitutional to investigate 
the prices charged to the cdmsumers of 
Australian manufacturers’ goods. 

Sir Joseph Coox.—We have power 
over the Tariff, but no power over the sale 
of goods. 

Mr. JOWETT.—1I never suggested that , 
we had power over the sale of goods. 

Mr. Ryan.—Then how would you com- 
pel persons to answer on oath questions 
regarding such sales? 

Mr. JOWETT.—Because that aula 
be part of the inquiry. 

Mr. Ryan.—I am not sure that the hon- 
orable member is not right; but if he is 


he is admitting a much larger power in. 


the Commonwealth than we have con- 
tended for in supporting the amendment 
of the honorable member for Maribyrnong 
(Mi Fenton): >." \ 


Mr. JOWETT.—The power is admitted 
when it is proposed to investigate the 


charges made by manufacturers; and 


in a few days the consumers of Australia 
will want to know why excessive charges 











Bill. Se 


by manufacturers can be investigated and 
not the prices charged to | ie v7. 
the same goods. — 

Sir Jossrx Coox.—There is no : rer 
in either case. ae 

Mr. JOWETT.—Then this. i 
better be torn up as a most. iy a q 
futile measure. Ab Peat . 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs ike va 
ter for Works and Railways and Acting ~ 
Attorney-General) [10.47].—The © hone 
able member (Mr. Jowett) apparel | 
does not understand the nature and scope a. 
of the Bill. We have passed a Tarif Av 
‘which purports to protect Australian in- — 
dustries, and it is proposed to appoint oa f 
Tariff Board, whose duties have ref ce 
to the Tariff laws of the Commonweal ia 
Power is given to investigate any com- 
plaint-that a manufacturer is taking un- 
due advantage of the Protection afforded fy 
him, particularly in regard to his charg- — 
ing unnecessarily high prices for his” he 
goods; and that is absolutely relative to 
the Tariff. Now the honorable meee 
desires to carry that a stage further, and 
say that when the goods have passed. alto- — 
say: out of the control of the areas) ih, ‘ 








pvace dealer, there must be an inquiry 
into the sales ‘by that private dealer. 


Mr. Jowrtr.—These are i. pro 
tected by the Tariff. i 


Mr. GROOM.—But they ee RIMS 
away from the manufacturer altogether, _ 
and are owned by the storekeeper, _ the 7s: 
agent, or the wholesale man. The honor- 
able member i is suggesting that the Tariff 
Board shall take upon itself an entirely 
‘alien duty, which is not within its power 

Mr. Jowrtr.—Then neither ig ii 
other power. | 

Mr. GROOM.—The honosables mem: 
ber’s proposal would apply even to gooe 
which are not protected, to goods whic 
must have come from abroad; and tha 
is not within the scope of the Bill. Th 
reason we hold an inquiry in the manu 
facturer’s case is that he is in a peer 
position. . 


Progress reported. 












ADJOURNMENT. 


MINISTER. 
Motion (by Mr. GrrENz) p 


That the House do now adjourn, 
























































on. th morning Pe offer con- 
ons to an old member of the 
which I belong (Senator Gar- 
t), who to-day completed thirty years 
amentary service in Australia. I 
esire to take, this opportunity to 
ny congratulations also to the Acting 
Minister (Sir J oseph Cook), who, I 
“ae also to-day rae thirty 


‘Legislative rouge of New South 
, just thirty years ago, and [ think 
ee uae him on the fact that, 
anxiety of that long period of Buhle 
lif Ease well. The public scarcely 
reali 20 how great a strain is placed on 
publicmen, or r they would probahly extend 
m*more consideration, I am quite 

bain that if the press fully realized 
: fact it would ind bea more 


kin masse rule eit’ after we 
have "shuld off this Rabel coil 
political opponents realize 
us Orhies « we possess. I think Jf 


i Yo in regard to the Acting Prime 
ster, that as he has passed through so 
Pa Meaitudes during that period of 
hirty years, and still remains in public 
, he has had the confidence of a large 

Ve Se ion of the community of this country. 
e fac 


ead 


e_is fully oualifed for the 


well a the hands of the com- 
_ Indeed, I think I may say that 
es a ‘ess strenuous position than 
pie “at present. 


JosrrH Coox.+ ay entirely 
with t: e honorable member. * 

Mr. RYAN. —Rumour has it that “in 
aT future he may be appointed 
o ‘missioner for Australia, and I 
im to tell us this evening— 
very late, there are not many 





agree 


too, that during the major por- 
fi at time he has held oad tae 


would be almost within sight. 


, and Be am. sure. honorable 


quite confidentially how matters stand in 
regard to that position. If he sees fit to 
accept it, I can only say that I wish him 
every success, and I feel certain he wil 
do his duty according to his lights in that 
capacity. If he does not secure that high 
office in a cooler climate, I trust—in no- 
spirit of malevolence—that at the ‘first 
opportunity the community will give him — 
a less strenuous position an the cones ay 
mosphere of these benches. yi ares ae 

Sir Josepa Coox.—I am not sure that 
they are cooler. 


Mr. RYAN.—They are i duane cup 
posed to be. We have evidences of peace 


—_[T am sure it is welcomed by all within 


the Empire—and [ think it is fitting that 
I should take this opportunity of offering 
my congratulations to the Acting Prime 
Minister on this occasion. I do so in 
all sincerity and with all personal | good 


° 


will, 

Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Act- 
ing Prime Minister and Treasurer) 
[10.59].—I am deeply grateful to the 
honorable member for West Sydney (Mr. 
Ryan) for his kind references. 


very well remember those callow days 


when I set out with my reforming zeal 


to put the whole world right. I imagined 


that in six or seven years’ time everything 


would be well, and the New Jerusalem 
But alas 


oe alack! . The weary old world goes 


ogging on, and, notwithstanding all “the _ 


sae ability, and patriotic zeal that — 
has been shown by so many of us, there 1s_ 
much yet to be done. At the same time, 
I cannot say that I have any quarrel with 
public life. I have never pretended that 
my life has been all sacrifice for the ee 
of others. I confess that I have rather — 
enjoyed myself, although others may not — 
have enjoyed me as much. 
standing that, there are few men in 
public life who have fought more sen 
than I have for the things which they 
thought to be right. 


belt, even in my most strenuous encoun 


ters—I do not think I ever hit a fe 


without hitting myself harder. That may 


be a matter of doubt with some persons, a 
but it is he My us am Leomide to. he he 


ade atl Hist his. Miideneetae ) 





Until an ~ 
hour or so ago I was completely unaware’ ; 
that this day thirty years ago I was first. 
sworn in as 2 member of Parliament. I 


Notwith- a 


Few men have been 
cutand thrust at more, but I can bone 
say I have never hit a man below the — | 




















‘ inimabia Say ‘ar ey kind : 


He and I have had some little tilts, and, he 





‘perhaps, we shall have more, 

Mr Ryan No doubt. oc Wa 

pees | on JOSEPH. CooK.—1 ‘reciprocate 

the kindly feelings expressed in the words 

he hag uttered; and, notwithstanding the 

es of political life; and whatever 

be before me and wherever my lot 

may be cast, I shall always remember his. 
kindly references. 


Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) lit. 2) O6e 
behalf of the members of the Ga 


i 





party. ) ee to odes 















ing Pritio Finis aie 


fanite! to Lio iis: eC 
and prosperity. 
Soe: coe in t 












a — Heres wv. a 


C.M.G. 
Ue SB Darling (WS.W.) 
sini Adelaide (8. A. de. 


| I ric Kendall .. Nepean (N.8.W, ) 
‘Brennan, Frank = .. Batman (V.) 
eae eae Sure is oh be 




















MM. Gy a 

‘Cameron, Donald Charles Saas (Q. ye 

- OMG., DS, 0, . 

Catts, James Howard .» Cook (N.S. W. } 

. _ John Riverina (N. S. W.) 


. Austin... ‘Eden-Monaro 





P 8 Peatad et + tants (N.S.W.) 
i Considine, Michael Patrick Barrier (N.S.W.) 





























¥ G.CM.G. 
Kooks Hobert. 7.65 °°) 3% Indi (V.) 
Corser, legs Bernard Wide Bay (Q.) | 


i ‘Cresset 
“Lucien Gwydir N. S. W. ic 








ne < Lawrence; or « 
Fenton, James" Edward vis Maribyrnong (v. )- 

§ Fleming, William. Mont- Robertson (N.S.W. ) 
ord gomerie ty a 4 

Foley, George James .. Kalgoorlie (W.A. ye 
‘Hon. Richard Wakefield (S. A) 

ory Witty. oP cage 

i ® Fowler, — Hon. | James Perth ae 
eas Mackinnon. ee 

Francis, Frederick Henry Henty (V.)_ 
Gabb, Joel Moses =... Angas (S.A) 
ibson, W William Gerrand Crcanpemite (V.) 





Hon testes ae Damy pier (W. A.) 
: | adele Darling Downs (Q.) 


os New England . 
“eae (N.S. W ) 
‘Ilia m n Guy fasdeorial ae 
ldwell ‘ Echuca As i Pie 


yr ib March, 





(N.S.W.) 


3 Cook, Right Hon. Sir Parramatta (N.S. W. )| 


; _ Ho oe _ Walter Richmond (N.S. ae ) 


] 


Sworn orth Feb ary, 1920. pres Sern’ ‘ard March, 1920, 
i 0.——-4. Made affirmation, 5th March, 1920. 
ay, 1920.——-6, Elected 1eth July, 1920. ek 2ist July, 1920.——7. Appointed Temporary 
Committees, 18th 20, 88 1920.——8. Expelled and seat declared vacant, 12th November, 1920.-—-— 
Prep 6th April, LOR 


; oe A. Gale, CMG, 


3 Watkins, Hon. David .. Newcastle (N.S. W. } 


nes Richt Hon. William Fenilige EV) 
Morris, p. Ci Ks 
Jackson, David Sydney .. Bass(T.) 
Johnson, Hon. Sir “eit, Lang, (N.S. W:) 
ein, MG. 

-Jowett, Edmund. -.. Grampians (V ) 
5 Kerby, Edwin Thomas Ballarat (V.) 
John x . WP e | 

Lamond, Hector ~ »» Mlawarra (N.S.W.) ~ 

_ Lavelle, Thomas James .. Calare (N.S.W.) eee 

Lazzarini, Hubert Peter .. Wertiwa (N.S.W.) 
Lister, John Henry | -- Corio (V.) 













Livingston, John .. Barker (8.A.) 
Mackay, George Hugh .. Lilley (Q.) Sane 
8 Mahon, Hon. Hugh .-» Kalgoorlie (W.A.} ares 


Mahony, William George Dalley (N.S.W.) i ge 
Makin, Norman John Hindmarsh (S.A.) aaa 
Oswald : 
Maloney, William -- Melbourne (V.) 
Marks, Walter Moffitt .. Wentworth (N.S.W.)} 
Marr, Charles William. Parkes (N.S.W.) - 
Clanan, D.S.O., MLC. Pry 
Mathews, James »» Melbourno Ports (V.) ee 
* Maxwell, George Arnot .. Fawkner (V.) a Ber 
1 McDonald, Hon. Charles .. Kennedy (Q.) | 
6 McGrath, David Charles .. Ballarat (V.) 
McWilliams, William James Franklin (T.) 
Moloney, Parker John .. Hume (N.S.W.) 
Nicholls, Samuel Robert .. Macquarie (N.S.W.) 
Page, Earle Christmas Cowper (N.S.W.) 
Grafton 





10Page, Hon. James »» Maranoa (Q.) 
Poynton, Hon. Alexander, Grey (S.A.) 
O.B.E, 
Prowse, John Henry .. Swan (W.A.) 
Riley, Edward .. -- South Sydney 
. (N.S.W.)- 
Rodgers, Hon. Arthur Stan- Wannon (V.) 
islaus 
Ryan, (Hon. Thomas West Sydney . an 
Joseph, KC. (N.S. W.) 
Ryrie, Sir, Granville de North Sydney 
Laune, K.C.M.G., C.B. > (N.S. W, J 
Smith, Hon. William Denison (T-) : 
Henry Laird 


Stewart, Percy Gerald... Wimmera (V.) 
Story, William Harrison... Boothby (S.A.) = 
Tudor, Hon. Frank Gwynne Yarra (V.) Be 


Watt, Right Hon. William Balaclava (V.) _ a 

Alexander, P.C, aay ie 
West, John Edward ~. East Syiney. é . 

2 | (N.S. W.) oe 

Wienholt, Arnold «= Moreton (Q.) . see 
— Hon. George Henry... Gippsland (V.) 

3, Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 

5. Election declared void, 2nd June, 1920.-——~ 














10. Dee nee reported, 3rd June, 1921, 
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Unported Timber : Cost of a : Bee keeres 
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ContEents—continued. Be eae 
Page ; a eee ae Ne 
SENATE, 14 JULY. ¢ House o¥ RUPRESENTATIVES 14 JULY. 
Payments to Great Britain: Spirits Consumed by New Zealand and Fiji: se a8 Pasha =, 
Troops ; ‘ es ies -. 100381 rangements we . 10071 
Public Works Céarntites se i «, 10031 Postal Facilities : Balmain. East | .. Re a 
Papers .. -. 10032 Postal Employees : Dismissal of Ex-soldiers 4 10072 - 
{nternational Cor ngress ag nee Aicéholian : Repre- Public Works Committee: Brisbane mane 
sentation of Australia .. es «. 10032 Memorial i ie 
Navigation Act: Appointments .. . -. 10032 Soldier Settlement : Pay Sebi for ‘Lahde is: ial 
Shipping : Space for South Australian Producers 10032 Federal Capital: Construction of Conference Halt 10073 
Site for Spinning Mills at Launceston Sg .- 10082 Pensions «Restoration tocalne Tas .. 10078 
Leave of Absence ie Be ae .. 100383 Ocean Freights ».. 2 a Bon? .. 10073 
“Customs Tariff Bill.—First Reading: Protection eee é ; ; 
and Free Trade: Germany: Competition with ueegigreres. Conference te Peet i, 10073 
Cheap Labour Countries—Development _ of Wheat Pools s +. os + + 10078 
Secondary Industries—Immigration and Employ- Papers .. a S ee aK ~ ., 10074: 
ment—Protection and Prices: Price Fixing- - i me : ; 
City and Rural Populations —Industrial Efii- ) Superannuation Bill oh sl 5 eS 10074 
ciency: Labour Conditions : Rural Workers’ Log— Refunds of Taxation aki s os “». 10074 
Quality of Au-tcalian Manufactures—Tarifi Board : be . , 
bii—Goid Mining—Woollen Industry—Suyar War Pensions. °.. - og “ti rhs. om 10074 
Industry — Buots — Bananas — Motor tycle Child Endowment 4a * ee -,- 10075 
Engines— Silks—Picture Films—Oil Resources— ye ns F 
Returned Soldiers as Stevedores : Wharf Pil- | Commonwealth Savings Bank... oS se 10078 
laging—Hospitel Requirements: Remission of Gift of Sculpture : a «10075 
Duties—New South Walés~ and Protection—_ om 
Giemplovinent ; The kspour > Barly aa he Wireless Installations on Gaasent Ships 2 . 10075 ' 
Tariff : A ‘‘ Master Class ”’—The Census : Protec- Wheat Pool, 1921-1922 .. oe 8, oe Ces 
tion and Population— Agricultural bnplements— | Supply (Formal). Laigemmsavead ee Bae? 10075 





Appiiances .. Ke - 10033 Tariff Board Bill —-Second Reading ~~ 10107 % 
Adjournment.—Postal Heoarument Benenden: Adjournment. Sorta Satie vin). to ae Prime: {a 
Telephone Instruments p om .. 10070 Minister : igre ee 82 Ss ie ae 
\ ! r ~ EN fo 
COMMITTEES, ie. 
\ : 
SENATE. 





Disputes RETURNS AND QUALIFICATIONS.—-Senator Fairbairn, Senator Gardiner, Seite Sir 
T. W. Glasgow, Senator Keating, Senator Lynch, Senator Pratten, and Senator Senior. | 

STANDING OrpEES.—The President, the Chairman of Committees, Senator Crawford,* Senator | 
de Largie, Senator Duncan, Senator Earle, Senator Elliott, Senator Foli, Senator 
Gardiner, and Senator Lynch. ee ; 

Lrprary.—The President, Senator Benny, Senator Bolton, Senator de Largie, ene tor . 
Gardiner, Senator Keating, and Senator Pratten. 

House.—The President, the Chairman of Committees, Senator Buzacott, Senator J, ce 
Guthrie, Senater Rowell, Senator Thomas, and Senator Wilson. . cig 

PRINTING.---Senator Adamson, Senator Cox, Senator J. D. Millen, Senator 2 Newland, Senator 
Plain, Senator Reid, and Senator Senior. 

PUBLIO ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE (JornT).—Senator Bolton, Senator Buz scott, and Senator J. De 
Millen. ‘ 

Purtic WorKs.—(JoinT).—Senator Foll, Senator Newland, and Senator Plain. ; 

SENATE OFFICIALS: SELEOT CoMMITTEE.—Senator de Largie, Senator Drake-Brockman, Senstone 
Duncan, Senator Earle, Senator Elliott, Senator Reid, and Senator Rants ae 
report presented 12th May, 1921. Z re a 


* Appointed 14th April, 1921. = : 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





Ask ino Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Tudor, om 
Lyprary.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Anstey, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Higgs, Mr. Lamond; FAG 
Mackay, Dr. Maloney, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. McDonald. 
Hovusr.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Foster, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Livingsten, “Mr, “Mathews, ‘Mr. “James 
Paget, Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Watkins. 
PRINTING. ——Mr, Bamford, Mr. Bowden, Mr. Corser, Mr. Fenton, Mr. MeWilliams, Mr. Riley, 
and Mr. West. para 
Poetic Accounts (Jornt).—Mr. Bayley, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fenton, Mr. Fleming, Mr. hate 
Fowler, Mr. Prowse, and Mr. West. 2 eh 
Pusric Works (Jorst).—Mr. Atkinson*, Mr. Bamford, Mr. Gtegory, Mr. Jacksont, Mr, 
Mackay, Mr. Mathews, and Mr. Parker Moloney. isan 
Se4 CARRIAGE SeLteot Commirree.—Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Burchell, Mr. Corser, Mr. Foster, 
Mahony, Mr. McWilliams, and Mr, Watkins. Final report presented 


1920. 
: Resigned 12th May, 1921,—— + Appointed 19th May, 1221.——{ Decease reported 3rd June, 1921, 
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